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VOYAGES 

ROUND I^HE WORLD, 

In the Years i 767, 17^8, 1769, 1770, and 177^' 
ByM.de PAGE'S, 

CAPTAIN IN THE FRENCH NAVY. 



1^ DE PAGE'S haying found an opportunity oi 
gratifying his predUefction for travelling, and 
of realizing some of the schemes he had formed, em- 
barked at Rochfort in 1 766 for the island of St*» 
Domingp ; and after diiSpatching his business there, 
sailed fr6m Cape Ti anf^ois in a French vessel bound 
for New Orlears, (n\ the iv,*^ day of June 1767- 

Having reached the co,?st fit' Cuba, they proceeded in 
quest of the • >ic-^ de IViinm s, and sailed through the 
channel wl/ich .-\\i rates them from the main. After 
descrying IT:.- inn:h, they stood '(F the coast, and 
stretching a<T ss t.hc Gujph oi Flor v'a, they were de- 
tained b) r.'ilnis, and va v nml; it vi-s of gold fishes, 
about five i>v f 1 ynsr, of the most beautiful variety of 
colours, sp.v\i!'7 w thiososcas. 

The via I tr-^shening, rhey aae to sou < ings 
between i!.^ . i\er Mobil e and tli'; b* -nth-east : nch 
of the Mis>/;'-ippi. Our author ^f.-.\s surprised to find 
that the Wdic: of t lit- Jauer nvwr preserved its 
freshness and coict^r twc or three ieagues Ibom the 
shore. The current is very sivoi ^, and it requires 
some skill in navigati on to >t( ei* £ vessel free from 
danger. 

They were greatly r. nno3'ed by s\ irms of n)osqai« 
toes and sand-fii'^-s, mvTiad? of wh'jh cover the low 
and marsl.y banks* of tl leJv^i ississippi , The va^t green 

VOTAGKS^ VOL, I. '^ ;» 



3 

g t* age's VbYAGSS 

urface of tail undulating redU would have siSoided a 
delightful prospect, had not the reflection presented 
itself of' the {}enrictous iasects to which they gave 
■helter. The ftesh breeze of ^lo evtmiDg b:iDt«hes the 
mosquitoes to their covert ain(;ng tlr^. leeds; but as 
if man was doon^ed to 'uuc::b. ut iiin/'.tiiQity {sicxa 
insects in this place^ million » ot* g\i. in Si^pplv their 
place, from which jin^e lires an? iiie only pro* 
lection. 

HaviflgsaUedabaUtenltig.es np t^ie livrr, they 
<;aaie to the tenniration of that In'uch v»iiicii forms 
the sototh-^east en.anee of tlic Mis^is^iippi. Higher 
tip, the covtolry Vif avi to rise n ?n\e iI>o \t\A of -the 
river, and the sce^iejy gr-idually became moj; magnU 
ficent. The banii. were clotlico wirh \\\^(?i> of prodi- 
<gious stze^ whkhy warfxvi in tiui wild lu finance o( 
plants and underwood, tbrm \i vr:c.s6 o, ve: < r don ira« 
pe|;viou8 to tlie fays of vhe sua. Jvu^i^^ ihe noost 
beautiful of the feathered tenants of tiic rucr and its 
b^nks are the »w=a.i and the cardinal : tlK roit of the 
}at|er is equally ?v. cet and melodious v Ah liiat of the 
finest warbler in Europe. Mii.iy c^?»aatic birds sport 
in the stream^ and exercise thcu- native propensities. 

They now canr»e in sight of the houses, a-kX plaota- 
tioos of rice and Tndian com. llici is st'dom sown 
fiere, but in fields which admit of >x: i^ uitered by 
canals, cut from rhe river. Indi.ui corn i^ caUivaied 
all over Louisian i j but ♦he crops re i.u \vhtire more 
abundant than in this part of tlKj country. 

The bousee^ of ihe inhabiitants are e.tcted on 
pillars, several feet above the svirfare of the ground, 
ii^i order to guard r.g«inst the humid:*; oi the soil, 
lierpents, and other noxious arumc^s. T-:ey consist 
0nly of one stor-, and are covered wit!: thm pieces 
of C}'pres!3» disposed and fixt;d in t^^ 5 manner of 
slating. Every habitation is bordered by fx piece of 
water, ai)d is pUcod in the c.nt re ot ■\ liiilt; plantation, 
fibputtwo hundred paces sc^aare. Tiu* f^aeral ap- 
pearaQce of the luUdings is aa-t \.aplc-jsd'.i. 
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Oo the 28th of July they anchored opposite tfo 
New Orleans, about iSirty leagues from the moutk 
of the river. The '^i'^i, ir is large and coniraodious. 
The houses here r.!v -.a; t of brick, and some of the 
public structures iii\^ i:\\r nicy iiandsonie. The cont- 
plexiou of the ne.>p'.- i hv, - they are personalty 
robust, and in ol).iiactei clvj rfifi and manly. The 
population, l.o v-.'ver, is noi \rry 'ionsiderable ; for 
many planters ir :1 n.o"c!i.»i>t3 ']:n|>ci.e themselves up 
the country > -md on)y .hU riie Ci-pitai during their inV 
tervals of !<^'ivi2,tiy iir.d traf^c. 

It 18 iirp'* -;bie not to udiniie lin? activity and reso- 
lutiotl of the LcuisiaiVia.'ii. in a co* ntry where tra- 
velHngb -o .iiiFvuU nd danrcerod-,, uyey pursue tlieir 
different a-.* iitioiis :»;ito intiepidiiy and perseverance^ 
traverse ^>^«t^ mk^sc m frtqucniLvl fore tsj and expose 
tl^emsefves to ih.; v/itd (>e:'^t.s and vjvage native>by 
land or- "WcK'*r, in q^e^tof gain, or ^ the precarious 
teals of bun IV . 

M. de i'c^cs having rx^overct! a 'rtle from his fa- 
tigues, beg-: :i lo jnckce.T]vurio3 rcspc'ting the practi- 
cability ot tiH filing b}' 'anc! to New r^pain, and liearn*- 
ing that the la.st l^Vcrcl; seiUeii.eTjt, named Nachi- 
toches, U'as only se- on lea^-ues d>:nit from the 
first Spanish port ofAdacs, he ics;>ived to undertake 
this perilous juuniey. 

Being new for the first time an r>:)g a people, t^ 
whom we %\ve the harsh appellation .ji*.avages,on?y be- 
cause their manners r.ie v.wrt simple, and Iheiroecupa'* 
tions more nianly and bcjld than ours^ our author took 
a pleasure h. c(jniteniplati:-)g the r character, thek 
persons^ aid thwir mode ot life. He tbund they 
possessed a pLkgimuic seejiity (>f mind in every 
sitoation ai)d event, \\ hcth^r p;os;x;(..us or adverse. 
In both se..es, the veatareh ui the l.^:e were heavy, 
witfaout,h( v.c-ver, indicuinj yu.^if ^; >r insenstbflity* 
Their dress was ji»tio njore hiui wi, .1. decency requit- 
ed, or the rliiii.ro renderc I in.^i?poij.jble. A piec^ 
of deer*s si 1*- tied rounci he va.^i, is the eoniraoa 
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covering of both sexes ; but on the female it depends 
to the calf of the leg. 

M. de Pag6s^ having rested at New Orleans about 
a week, embraced the opportunity of sailing in a ,five- 
oaied canoe, which a merchant had equipped, to trade 
with the Indians in the neighbor. rhood of Nachitoches. 
This vessel was about thirty- so feet Ipng and four- 
wide, composed of a siq^'e trci She carried eight 
persons, B\e of whom ^^^. e r. w • ., ; the master, the 
proprietor, and our traveller. 

As they sailed up the riV(.r, they observed excellent 
crops of indigo v.nd Inchn co n, wirb various deli- 
cious fruits in abur.dance, Tl.cj j)as3ed .^everal handr 
some , houses ind giird^ns, tclonginr^ to French 
planters j and a few jei^gues fardier, cr tnf* to a Ger- 
snan colony, whose irdu tiy v/ai conr; ;a. "s. They 
next caxpe to. two di:irricts of Acadiat: rciu^ees, who 
being the last s-ntler,^ vVltc not in the (.i^qofortabl^ 
circumstances c*^ tlie lesr. 

To the extreaiity of ihe Isie of Now Orleah?, at 
Lake Ponchartiain, is reck^jici thirty It.iues fronj 
the capital 5 and tliis .space is whclly co^ .icd wilh a 
border of pl:mtation>, almost conacc ■ .1 ^viih, each 
other. 

After some days,' sailing, liuy arr'"c! njt a con- 
siderable French settlement, cailcd ]'' ji.ie' Coupe, 
where they rai-: tobicco. The surrobt.l iig country 
is prett>' populous, a^d has a c. rmiiud( r.ilja by seycr 
ral lakes with f • he i" set lem en • ^ . H ■ . e v up, they 
came to a sai^u'^ vii'^g,', the i. hiu.i •. of which 
cultivate India*: coai hi s.mnvvT ..!><: n'!. /thechas^ 
in winter. O:;.* of iLe ^ava^ .^ t' • ^.'d taken info 
their canoe, hj >iig h.tei/ Jo-t h s mK, retired one 
day to mourn vt r :>is cit o-ii oh tv*. rd, v ha he unex- 
pectedly espie i Ida you jlj;' /. ^.'J:/:^'Cl, nhout twelve 
years of age, >wlnimir^ in ih^ r « ' '.^ hi her comr 
panions.^ Ovtrwlivhu' i 'viiij. gptt. No u.ined from a 
tight thaixawahciv.d hi^ kt^em-st r--^ •»'-' ttions, whep 
ite young Savivy.v, p<-,:utivii}g h :■ uhhcn ,, imnicdi'- 
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ni anr(nven«r, aiier ijutlering, to aii extreme de- 
V uf a^aS warn, Jelermuied tu pro' 
v-nXf where he was entertained in 
M.GTn, and tkred somewhat better^ 

. cunslits of about forty me^0 huts, 

j^ driven into the ground* There 

iort, c.iUcd the Presidio ; and, at a liule 

and u diurcti and a ctmveut of Francis- 



^■W ater t5 «*?ttt^nicly scarce, tmd this unforlnnate 
"J ilie natural indulcnce of the peo- 
^^ liiem to ihe last necessity, lltrir 

' e is IndJatt corn, of which Lbey make 
This, indeed J is tlietiiitire tnod of the 
\ot bi^w Spaiii; and when well bakedj is iar 
ting nntdcasant. 
[The Indians, in tliis vicinity, sre eminently distm- 
iot their bnivi'ry and bo?ipiiiility Under the 
diatti presstiire of hunger, they have been knowu 
5TJ.. i]u^]t l-jsl morsel witli lh« first stranger that 
rotect ion . Bnt to c&ti«>terbalnnce iliose 
they are proud^ and addicted to false* 
nesiy. 
iivt^ with the prnperty of others, b com* 
iiimt all Ail V age yaltuns, and n -ly »irise from 
riii-^c to gratity some want ur desuc% which li 
1 before tile reason ha.^ had time to act* Tiiis 
fi, too, mny possibly be reinforced by the little 
hey attach to privjte pioptTfy) for, it must be 
"Lv ' re as n ad)' to giv*i hs to take, 
lit Spaniards of this settlement dres$ 

tauUu.tic m. inner. They are chieJiy a 
^ular cavaUy, and liiivo an allowance of a 
ay J but whether it h own.^ *^ the tawdry 
uf their clothmgi or tti- ^ idle and 
i!i5puf»itiuns> I heir pay i^ barely cqui.' to their 
tucc. The iotervalsi of public servsce are em- 
I in pby, ot' whiuh they are particularly fond | 
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in relating their exploits, of a civil, military, or do- 
mestic nature. 

Their horses' trappings are very clumsy, but well 
adapted for their destination. The stirrups arc not 
less than iafiy pounds in weight j they are composed 
of four massy iron bars, in form of a cross, which 
confine the Rmbs in a position reckoned graceful 
among the Spaniards, but which is so painiui to 4 
novice, that our traveller contracted a swelling in bis 
legs, and had almost an entire dislocation of his joints, 
from the use of such ponderous accoutrements. With 
all the extravagance, liowever, of his appearance, the 
Spaniard is an excellent horseman, and when com- 
pletely equipped and mounted, never failed to remind 
our author ot the days of chivalry. 

According to the best information M. de Page$ 
could receive, Mexico was distant no less than live 
hundred and fifty leagues -, and tlie second Spanish 
settlement was nearly half that space, by a road almost 
impassable, and intersected by rivers of great magni- 
tude. It seemed that small parties of savas^s some- 
times undertook and accomplished this perilous jour- 
ney } but it was deemed highly imprudent to attempt 
it with fewer than ten or twelve persons in company. 
Thus precluded from proceeding, unless he could 
form a kind of caravan, our traveller accidentally heard 
that the governor of the province, who was recalled 
to Mexico, at that time lay ill, about fifty leagues 
distant, at a place called Naquadoch. This gentle- 
man he resolved to join, and to throw himself on his 
protection. Accordingly, he set out, with a civil, 
but roguish, Mexican, for his guide ; and travelled 
through an agreeably diversified country, extremely 
woody, but interspersed with beautitul meadows. 
The principal animals they saw were rr^^^^cks, and a 
meagre race of wQlves, or wild dogi. 

M. de Pages, since his departure from New Or- 
leans, had accustomed himself to sleep in the open 
air> but Ibe nights becoming cold, while the days 
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befone 1 

juunmy> which being atleuded 

shion widi n vioJentgkldiiieNSj Pfovidenct*, 

* rre'^rived hinj from rumbling from his 

liiti^t the bmpchea of Uie tree* ihst 

■I at NaquHdoch, he soon recovered his 

.• ; 1 the plea«»iire to meet with a kind re- 

um tlie govert>or, to whom he addressed 

tiot provisions being scarce here, he fcfund 

ider iljc disagreeable necesstly of reiuniuig 

L^ u guide, or eoTnpariion, an 

..^ sl:i aiu dUms i aiid ofteu, daring hh 

. he had reason to adiniro the visible 

-paternal care of the Almighty* Ha 

iite <if a savage in its mo at uti pleasant 

eKjKwed til cbmgers of every kind from 

, and from the more drejded natives* 

?it' had alighted from bis mule, on 

liimself^ lie was suddenly accosted 

lauB^ uht> begged tor some mai^e* 

d with ihem what little be had j 

' nedj aodby way of testifying 

.^rra a present of Jiome cake* 

! He al'tiirwards fell in wtth the 

illage J and tbcmgli he felt it im- 

Jijmself of spprebension, be wajs 

1 by finding them friendly, and 

'- him, 

I, njtted himself to sleepi With 

tUttle bed to I he stump of a tree. About mid* 

jlit be awoke> and was going to remove his beast to 

naw pastore j but, to bis eittreme concern, found 

-Pi irnnt' 111 this dilemma » he at last coliected 

ngfi to rush into the woods by moon- 

uct half an tioaf*£ search » liad the good 

ic to see bis mule gracing on tbi'; sloping bank 

\\-ukii ind after various fruitless cffQit^j in 
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which his tnind was in a dreadful state of suspense, 

he* at length got hold of the animal. 

M. de Pages having accomplished his journey, and 
purchased a stock of provisions for his intended route, 
he again turned his face .towards Naquadoch. In his 
way back, he had a proof of the sagacity of his mole. 
Haying arrived on the banks of a little river, which 
was much swollen with rain, he l?oldly pushed into 
the channel ; but before he got half way ovef, his 
mule refused to obey, and at last became furious. 
Giving way to the obstinacy so natural to this animal, 
he suffered himself to be carried back to the bank ; 
and reflecting that he might possibly have mistaken 
the proper passage, he laid the bridle on the mule's 
neck, and giving him the spur, left him to pursue his 
own course. 1 he beast instantly quitted the track, 
and taking a new direction, passed the river with ease 
and safety 5 whereas, had he submitted to be forced, 
it is not unlikely but both might have lost their lives. 

Soon after, our traveller alighted to take some re- 
freshment, and had left his mule tied to a tree, for a 
few minutes ; when returning to him, he found the 
animal rearing and foaming, and beset with such a 
swarm of bees as darkened the very air. With diffi- 
culty he rescued him from the attacks of tliose deter- 
mined little creatures; and finding that bathing in 
the river did not allay the pain which his beast felt 
from the stings of the bees, he pushed him on at a 
brisk pace, and brought on a perspiration, which had 
the desired effect. 

On M. de Pages' arrival at Naquadoch, he found 
the governor was preparing for his journey, and in 
order to be ready himself, he purchased a couple of 
mules. 

Here our author relates an anecdote which displays 
the generosity of savages ip the most striking light. 
A poor l^an wishing to visit the settlement of San 
Antonio, applied to their party, praying maintenance 
snd protection. His petition was rejected as unrea- 
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ftmabte hy the majority^ and an individual cotdd not 
pretend to tender the service required. But the 
iieighbofiirilig savages hearing of the poor man's dis- 
tresSi not only found him a horse and provisions for 
the jotimey^ bilt conducted him to the confines of the 
setOettient. , Such are the virtues of people we defame 
by calling savages^ atid which Europeans may blush 
for falling so iifinitely short of. Their passions, it 
most be confessed, are wild and irregular^ and not 
always under the guidance of reason ^ but no sooner 
do the first sallies of the mind subside, thaii com* 
passion, generosity, friendship, and gratitude resume 
their place^ and more than compensate for those 
excesses into which a momentary fervour of blood 
has sometimes precipitated them. 

Being on the point of commencing a long journey, 
where novelty might be expected in every scene, our 
traveller was so much pleased with the idea, that it 
banished fi-om his thoughts the ills with which it was 
probable their path might be sftrewed. 

They set out on the IM of November in the retinue 
of the govemori being in all fifteen persons, witli 
many mules and horses. Two days after their de- 
parture, they had the misfortune to be detained in a 
meadow on the borders of a large rivulet, by a heavy 
fall of ram, which rendered the soil so spongy, that 
the cattle sank in to their bellies. After tlie roads 
became dry enough for them to advance, they soon 
came up to several savage villages, called Tegas de 
San Pedro. Here the Indians cultivate large quanti- 
ties of maize, and seem to prefer agriculture to the 
more uncertain produce of the chase. Blessed with 
the advantages of a warm climate and a grateful soil^ 
they receive from the unsolicited bounty of nature a 
great proportion of their subsistence, and he}ice they 
have less necessity for animal food. 

Next day, a party of those Indians on horseback, 
joined the camvan oqt of respect to the governor, and 
seemed eager to display their skill in equitation^ and 
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the fleetness antl ability of their horses. Oar tfaveller 
observes, that the Herculean size of the savage, his 
gun leaning ov6r the left arm, his plaid, or blanket* 
noating carekssly across his naked shoulders, and 
streatning in the wind, formed an appearance un- 
rivalled by the finest equestrian statues of antiquity. 

In eignt days more they arrived at Trinity river^ 
which, though of considerable breadth, was forded 
Without difficulty. However, many of tlie rivulets 
of far inferior magnitude, considerably impeded 
their progress, and put them to much nitigue and 
hardship. 

The features of a savage country are almost every 
where the same. Extensive forests, fine savannas, 
bills, rivers, and vales, altemareiy presented tbefn-. 
selves. But liberty and independence dwell here j 
and the lover of nature will eye such scenes, bowever 
wild, with a complacent regard. 

In tlie province of Tegus, particularly on the 
banks of its rivers, grow noble forests of oaks and 
cypresses, which, singly viewed, have often a very 
picturesque appearance. Roebucks were seen in 
flocks ; and una wed by man, every animal seetned 
to consider itself as the denizen and the master of the 
soil : even tlie birds which are naturally timid, perch- 
ed on the backs of the mules. 

In their intervals of repose, they amused them- 
selves in hunting the roebuck and wild turkies^ 
and, in the course of their march, shot several 
bears, whose ilesh they found good and palatable. 
In the woods they found chesnuts, and saw many 
plants of the vine in its natural and uncultivated state. 
Many traces of horned cattle were observed, 
thc^e were originally tame j but having long 
since fled from the controul of man, roam in largt» 
herds oyer: all ^the plains. Hunting the wild bull is 
0ne of the favourite diversions of this country, and, 
occasionally, the cavalry attached to this .cararan puc^ 
sued i^, when it fell in their w^y. 



M, d<^ !V-': -r^, tbnt ibuujjh he pieftTrct! nnlntal 
1 Uf Ir I, bi>t stoii>«th was so rclii\&d by b 

t T' ' hJl Uitit ii could not tlisest oiiUtr. Hiitl 
n tugclher, it might Iiave he^\ mc^tvi' 
piM as the succeiis t>t iiu i ..IS pTecan- 
ved nn fTi'sli when il> t^rocureu, 

the roni (m eTnerger^cJc*. 
Hiitm^ cro«»HL'tl (Ir- i\*M ftnef^ llitfir oime into 
' 'e of ditTeiem kuid^. 

i'Limst intcrst^tfrij by 
various na^nitutte, the banks of whkh zte 
•,vrt!i ivSib. oi wotjd, acd tnmy aiunmtk 
Europe. 
! the tWct Guadfiloupe, they were 
. ; and iu four days nionc 
in corn> and various irrnu, 
* root resembling a mrnip, n 
! _;. j= a pnrga rive effect Ou \\\q 
November, ihey iirrived In Baiety at the 
it of S;ju AnttJiiiy, haviug Iravelkd iwo l^nu* 

"~ r-fTf T ♦fior rern-iined at this po>it, tlie In- 
.gainst diL^ govt-Toor, an nccrotrnt of 
a.uiiiri iiL had imposed on their ti'**ffic with 
h, roadc an irruprroii, ^iid carrkd uiV 
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The settlement, however, is very pleasant, and 
commands an agreeable prospect. Tlie houses 
amount to nearly two hundred, great part of whick 
are built of stone. The roofs have a kind of earthen 
terrace, which, in a country where rain seldom ^Us^ 
fieems to be pretty durable. 

In San Antonio, a Spanish colony from the Canaries 
Is settled. Their principal employment is to rear 
horses, mules, cows, and sheep. The cattle com* 
monly roam in the woodsy and only once in two 
months are collected together, when they are subject- 
ed to hunger and ccmfinement to render them tame. 
Such of the inhabitants as are at pains to prevent 
their herds from running wild, possess sometimes five 
cr six thousand head of cattle. 

These people are excellent horsemen and dexterous 
hunters. The keen eye which the habit of close and 
minute attention has bestowed on them, is truly sur- 
prising. Discovering, perh^, in the morning, that 
one of tkeir cattle has strayed in the night, they ex- 
amine the inclined position of the grass, and trace it 
sometimes to the distance of fifteen or twenty leagues^ 
before they give over the pursuit. 

In their war with the Indians, this extreme nicety 
of sight is still of greater consequence; but as each 
party is on its guard againt the surprises of the other, 
and both have the same motives to conceal the direc- 
tion of theifmarch or flight, it is usual to set Are to 
the sward as they retreat, and to leave a wilderness in 
their rear. 

In the neighbourhood of this settlement are four 
Oiissions, consisting of a couple of Franciscans each. 
In the houses of those missionaries, several Indian 
converts are maintained, with their wives and families, 
and the profits of their labours are applied to the 
emolument of the mission. 

The rules of those missions are nearly similar with 
snch as are established by the Jesuits in Paraguay g 
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the worlds and that innoceut and ingenious manoen 
diminish progressively from the native of the woods 
to the villager, Indian, Creole, and Spaniard, the last 
of whom is the least amiable of the whole. In all 
his peregrinations, he says that he preferred living 
with the Indians to the Spaniards ^ and that he had 
reason to be satisfied with his predilection, as he 
never received injury or injustice from those simple 
people. 

On the 17th of December they set out from San 
Antonio, and their military guard having quitted them 
it was now necessary to be more vigilant, particularly^ 
as they were apprized that a party of warlike 
Indians infested the road. 

In their progress they met with many obstades 
from the rivers and the badness of the roads ; and 
after a journey of ten days they arrived at the village 
of Rheda, situated on the river Rio Grande, which» 
next to the Mississippi, is the most considerable river 
in those regions. This they passed in a ferry-boat^ 
and now the country began to improve, and to be 
more populous. The tops of high mountains were 
seen at a distance, and as nothing of this kind had ap-> 
peared before, they gave a degree of novelty to the 
picture, 

Having passed the rapid currents of Salt River^ the 
company was attacked by a violent flux, originating 
from the mineral waters they had drank, in this 
track, which had such a potent effect, that even the 
animals were tormented with the same disorder. 
Here are several hot springs, remarkably salt and bit-^ 
ter to the taste 5 yet such was the water they were 
obliged to use. 

The low grounds abound in the mesquitte or prick- 
ly currant, while the heights are covered with thorny 
shrubs, of which there are various species, diversified * 
in the shape and size of their prickles. 

At some distai^ce on their l^tt appeared the inioea 
of Sierra ^ud Luigana, surrounded hy a Qrewd of 
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another servant in liis place, but was not fortunate 
enough to find him possessed of the same good 
qualities. 

On tlie 10th of Febraary, they continued tlieir 
journey; and as they were now entering on a country 
liberaljy supplied with all the necessaries of life, they 
were relieved from the burden of carrying their pro- 
visions. 

Having reached the mine of Charcas, in the vicinity 
of which stands a neat little town, the governor fell 
ill J and our traveller with reluctance, which was 
mutual, took his leave, as he had still two hundred 
and fifty leagues to travel before the end of March. 

When they arrived at Venau, an Indian village, 
they saw thfe heads of twelve persons stuck upon 
poles, who had been executed by the Spaniards on 
.account of a late insurrection, and their houses rased 
to the ground j while their relations were sent into 
exile. 

Banishment is much in use among the Spaniards i 
and it seems to originate from a wise policy of sepa* 
rating the innocent from the guilty, and of producing, 
if any thing can,a reformation in the conductand prin- 
ciplesof the latter. Oar author makes various re- 
marks on the good effects of exile 5 but as they are 
sufficiently obvious, when the punishment is just, we 
need not enlarge on this head. 

The Spaniard whom M. de Pag6s hired at Sartille, 
being a man of a suspicious character, he was obliged 
to use several precautions to prevent his treachery. 
While he travelled in company with the governor he 
was safe ; but now he had more danger to apprehend 
from various causes. However, die state of the 
country to which he was advanced was totally difier- 
ent, and he could easily find a house of accommoda- 
tion to lodge at evertr night. 

On the iid day of nis journey he arrived at the odo- 
brated Mines of Potosi, near which is a handsome 
well-built town of the sai^e name^ suqroanded by 
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that intimated' his approach to the capital, which h» 
descried from the heights on the 2Sth of February,, 
and the same day had tlie pleasure to enter 
Mexico. 

It is well known that this superb city stands in the 
centre of an extensive lake, connected with tlie 
main land by causeways, raised to a great height 
above the level of the water. The causeway by 
which our traveller entered the capital, was at least 
one hundred feet broad and three miles long. It 
rests on a series of arches, kept in excellent repair^ 
whicli 8:ive a free passage to tlie briny waters ot the 
lake. The city of Mexico is about six leagues in cir- 
cumference, and is defended only by barriers iti the 
form of turnpike gates. 

The streets in general are broad, run in straight 
Enes, and are adorned with elegant houses, three or 
four stories high. The public buildings are most 
magnificent ; and tlie walks, squares, and gardens 
are delightful. 

Some of the fine arts, particularly painting and 
sculpture, are cultivated by the Indians with no small 
success. But of all the trades carried on here, the 
mystery of the goldsmith is held in the highest repute, 
and most encouraged ^ though their performances in 
this way are more solid than elegant. Silver is so 
very common, that the sumptuous Mexicans plate 
their carriage wheels and shoe their horses with 
it. 

The luxurious ostentation of the grandees, the roag« 
nificeuce of their houses, the splendour of their liur- 
Diture, and the number of their domestics, conspire 
to impress the traveller with the highest ideas of 
Mexican wealth. But in proportion as one class is 
rich, the other classes are poor and wretched ; more, 
however, from debauchery and extravagance, than an/ 
political or local inconvenience. 

During our author's residence here, the inquisitors, 
whose discipline is exercised with great severity. 
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guard against his future machinations 5 and being ar- 
rived within twenty leagues of Acapulco, he deter- 
mined to reach that place before he rested. 

Before he had proceeded half this distance, his 
guide became so tired, that he was obliged to leave 
him on the road, and travel alone 5 for having learnt 
that the last dispatches from the viceroy of Mexico 
had passed two days before, and considering that the 
loss pf a single hour might be fetal to his views, he 
pushed on with the utmost celerity. 

Early in the morning he reached the top of a very 
high mountain ; and soon after, ha\nng gained a sight 
of the wide ocean and the ship still at anchor, he fell 
on his knees, and returned thanks to the Divine 
Being for having supported him hitherto, and for the 
prospect before his eyes. 

Acapulco is a niiserable little place, though dignified 
with the name of a city ; and being surrounded with 
volcanic mountains, its atmosphere is constantly thick ' 
and unwholesome. The harbour, however, is safe, 
beautiful, and extensive , and being the ordinary port 
for the Manilla galleon, it derives an importance from 
this circumstance, which has rendered it famous over 
all the world. 

During the time that our traveller sojourned here, 
they had three slight shocks of an earthquake. At 
first he perceived the ground to tremble under him, 
and heard a noise like the rattling of a carriage over a 
rough pavement. Being then half asleep, he did not 
immediately guess the cause -, but he was soon com- 
pletely awakened by the screams of women and chil- 
dren, who ran about the streets pouring forth their 
prayers, and exclaiming in one voice, Ave Maria I. 
Ave Maria Santissima! 

The cause of the alarm was no longer doubtful j- 
and he distinctly heard the noise in the directioa o£ 
the mountains, which was always succeeded by a. 
shock, that appeared nothing more than the difiusioa 
of its vibrations. 
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among tliem mix it up with tobacco, opium, and 
other drugs 3 but in the mouth of an Indian, this 
composition exhales a very grateful odour, which he 
has much satisfaction in imparting to his companion 3 
xmd when a young female favours her admirer with a 
-portion of her masticated betel, it is received as a 
pledge of peculiar complacency and aftection. 

M. de Pages could never reconcile himself to the 
use of this plant, though it was his study, as. far as 
possible, to copy the modes of the natives in every 
country he visited. Its extreme heat and pungency, 
and the flow of saliva it occasioned, prevented it from 
ever giving him the least relish. 

The soil here is extremely fertile, producing rice, 
Indian com, and fruits in abundance, particularly tliat 
valuable plant, the rima, or bread-fruit-tree. The 
face of the country is most agreeably diversified, and 
presents many captivating landscapes. 

Having taken in fresh water and provisions, they 
put to sea again on the 1 5th of June, Hitherto their 
passage had been extremely favourable, and they were 
now only one hundred leagues from the Philippine 
Islands 3 but here the sky became suddenly overcast, 
and the weather rough and tempestuous. The winds 
and squalls gradually increased till the 8th of -July, 
when a perfect hurricane came on, which blew with 
the utmost ftiry for seven days, during which they lost 
part of- their rudder, and suiflFered other considerable 
damage. Our author never, before saw the elements 
convulsed in so sublime and awful a manner. 

On the 17th the storm abated, when they found 
they had been carded greatly to the northwaitl of 
'thtir course, as it was ji mqnih since they liad been 
able to take an observation. After a dead calm, and 
another stcrm of fiyedays' duration, at last they caipe 
in view of Cape Spiritu Santo 3 and having still a very 
dangerous p^sa^ of one hundred leagues to' Manila, 
it was determined to winter, on tlie isle pf Sarokr, 
wheFo. they aaehored la &e dpacldus road of P^fP^^ 
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effect on our traveller's breast. During this time, he 
sat under the shelter of a rock^ and contemplated the 
appearance and bebavibur of his savage companions 
with such wonder> that he almost fell into a reverie; 
from which he was awaked by the reflection, that all 
he had yet seen might only be the prelude to a hu- 
man sacrifice, and that sacrifice himself^ 

Hitherto the Indians had taken no notice of him j 
hut, by and bye, being joined by others, after sur- 
veying him from head to foot, they presented him 
with a dish of rice, which, though considerably agi- 
tated, he received with every expression of grati- 
tude. 

The storm abating, they again embarked, and 
coasting along, they- soon came in sight of a village 
named Lawan, in which are a church and a convent, 
protected by a little fort. The huts of the Indians 
were scattered over a neighbouring wood, which, 
from the extreme luxuriance of the soil, was become 
thick and difficult of access. 

At landing, M. de Pages went to pay his respects 
to the parish priest, who received hirti with some 
civility, and entertained him with the eggs of a bird 
named tabon, which are as large as those of a goose. 

Departing from Lawan at sun-set, in order to enjoy 
the cool of the evening, they directed their course to 
Catarmahj and, before the dawn, had advanced 
twelve leagues. Our traveller was far from being at 
•ase^ the savages were evidently conversing about 
him, and some of them pressed on him with a rude 
familiarity, as if they had a design on his pocket ; at 
least, in the present feverish state of his mind, he was 
tempted to draw the most unfavourable conclusions. 
Persevering, however, in his purpose, to proceed in 
the only vessel which goes from Manilla to Canton, 
during the season, he was prepared to meet every 
species of danger, with patient fortitude. 

Arriving safely at Catarman, though it appears they 
bad a narrow escape in the night from some pirates^ 
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ilion preseitttU Uielf to 
vvas nol a liltle Corrf'>yiid* 
m opportuiiily of Leing 
ihe JcHiiit ififticted on his 
!iLnr temporal coucci os, 
'-V fDiii'teco leagues from Pd- 
*and istili L'ighi r*r ten from Loeoniit, to tvhiCh 
1 he tnxkmsiy -vvished to pr<3cecd directly ; but 
ttu of Sau JJenmrdiiTo, which he mual of to- 
s, were so iiit^sted with Mahomet aii and 
jairs, that do pL-rsoii would undenake to be 
tt'jf. He thttefore dismissed the Indians, 
brought Idcn to this plact^j ^nd, from tlm 
be received of them, had reason to be rh.ink* 
\ escaped cot of tlieir hands* Had M. de 
ftod it po5sfbk to pass San Bernardino with- 
ilgcr, Mill he had a journey of one hundjed m\i 
ogtics tP far farm before he could reach the city 
lUb J audj at this season of the year, not even 
a, he understood^ would have Sltercpted mch 
tion. 
atcd in bis hopes of renchsng Canton m the 
! Dl' ibe fieiwon, nothing remained for him but 
Hf ' ''s way lo the galleon at Palapa. 

d M Samar;, he found that all llie 
I left the vesaeJ, and taken up their re^- 
V tQWOj which consUted of about one 
0a 
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hundred houses. Here he had the gocjd fortune to 
engage tolerable accommodations, and was enabled to 
pass his time in a manner very agreeable to his taste. 

Palapa is situated on the river of the same narne^ at 
the distance of two leagues from the sea. The houses 
of the natives are generally constructed of bamboo^ 
and thatched with the leaves of the nipe, as it is 
called, a kind of shrub. The body of the building^is 
raised some height above the ground, and rests on a 
floor of split bamboos. 

The natives, especially those who reside on the 
sea-coast, were formerly Mahometans -, but the mis- 
sionary Jesuits have converted them to the religion 
and allegiance of Spain j and exercise a tyraimical 
power over them. For the most trivial offences, per- 
sons of both sexes, and all ages, are subjected to the 
discipline of the whip ) to which the degraded native 
submits with such patience, tEat he even thanks the 
ghostly father for the benefit his soul has recejved 
from the effects of a bastinado, which he is taught to 
believe was inflicted for its good. 

The Jesuit, by means of confession, has access to 
the most secret thoughts of the Indian, who, in the 
simplicity of his heart, pours out not only his offen-i 
ces, but whatever is the object of his hopes or fears 
iu the ear of his pastor. Threats, flattery, presents, 
and punishments, are alternately held out to reclaim 
the savage 3 and, at last, the priest gains an entire as- 
cend^incy over him, and he commits both his tempo-* 
ral and eternal concerns to the guidancex)f his spirit 
tual director. 

The maxims, indeed, by which the Jesuits conduct 
themselves here, much resemble those of their breth^ 
ren in Paraguav, except that they do not monopolize 
th3 product of the people's industry for their own 
eaiolument. But notwithstanding the unbounded atn 
tachment which the Indians have for their .pastors, 
Sind the facility with which this might have, beea 
turned to their advantage^ M. de'Pag& ,§ays Iw saw 
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the Jesuits paeet the edict for the abolition of their or- 
der, with the deference due to civil authority 5 but at 
the same tinoe witli the firmness and fortitude of a 
inaoly and constant raind. 

Samar is blessed with such a fertile soil, that it re- 
wards the industry of the husbandman at least forty 
fold. Besides other grain, it produces a considerable 
quantity of rice. The common food, however, of tbeJ 
natives is potatoes, yams, and a root named gaby. 
Agreeably to the example of the Indians, our travel- 
kr lived, entirely on roots, whose saccharine taste itf 
more pleasant, and their qualities more nutritious; 
than the uniform use of insipid boiled rice. At first, 
this kind of food seemed heavy and flatulent ; but 
soon became familiar to tlie stomach. He had, like- 
wise, plenty of pork for his consumption, and some- 
times eggs J besides, a variety of delicious fruits, 
among which the cocoa-niU bore distinguished pre- 
eminence. 

Sugar-canes, cabbages, garlic, onions, melons; o- 
ranges, lemons, and other vegetables, little known in 
Europe, are cultivated on this island. It abounds' also 
in figs, of thirteen or fourteen different species. But 
the chief attention of the natives is paid, and with* 
justice, to the culture of the cocoa tree. 

Nor- has nature been less liberal to Samar in the 
variety and excellence of its game. The woods swarm- 
with birds of almost every description. Domestic 
fowls are very numerous, and little different from 
ours. Roebucks, buffaloes, and other quadrupeds, 
range the forests, andafJbrd both sport and food to the 
dexterous hunter. ■ 

Mankind are fed, clothed, and lodged here, with 
little toil either of body or mind. This easiness of 
condition renders them open ai^d affable, gay, lively, 
and flippant. 

The Indian has little propensity to labour, but ho 
cannot be accused of avoiding it when occasion ru- 
^nires* Vanity and lying are- the only immoralviiei 
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JMt. de Pages could discover among them : tbcy ap- 
peared to be warm in their attachra'erits, and to pes- 
^ss a sensibility of mind peculiarly nice and deli- 
cate. 

Many of them discover a natural taste for music, 
and a genius for the mechanic arts^ and^ perhaps, 
nothing is wanting but education, to render them 
eminent in the elegant or useful arts. 

The common salute between the sexes, and of af- 
fection among relations, is here preceded by a geptle 
j^piration of incense on that part of the face to which 
the lips are meant to be applied. 

Large trowsers, which descend below the c^lf of 
the leg, a shirt falling over them to the middle of thb 
thigh, and a handkerchief twisted found the head, in 
the manner of a turban, constitute their ordinaiy 
dress. On occasions of ceremony, they appear in a 
round hat, and a banyan, or bed-gown, consisting of 
ailk or cotton. 

The wogaen wear dft apron, which, after passing 
several times, round the waist, &lls down to the toe^ 
and some of them have a petticoat, so very thin and 
transparent, that modesty obliges them to tuck up a 
corner of it in their girdle, by which one leg fe ex- 
posed. Their shift is shorter than that of the teen | 
but their head-dress is not very difiPerent, ex<iept that 
they roll their hair high on the crown. 

M. de Pages says, at scarcely ever saw an ugly br 
ill-favoured woman on these islands. Their fe,atni*5 
9xe small, and not always very regular; bdt they h^tre 
beautiful eyes, and their feces are uncommohly ex» 
pressive and interesting. One of the tnost beatitifttl 
objects, in his opinion, that can meet the eye 6f a 
painter, is a fine young Indian fehilEile on her way to 
fetcU water from the well. The large Teaf hat, the 
delicate drapery of her transparent petticbat, artd % 
light bamboo pitcher in each h^tid/give a sturpttslbg 
grace and dignity to her person. 

Here our traveller vras often at'a toss to deteilnikHi 
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f« or the innocent manners of llie inljabU 

ing travelled halt' round the globe, he had 

aland illibcnil partialities j and was be- 

Ue Iiow lilUe the iwrrow prejudices of ed\i- 

1 Witli the seatimenl^ of an open imd cari- 

, Hence, if he'tnvied the Biiisujan his 

bf "'- "^" p -■- i*fj3iroos of his sjtK'ielVj of 

'e in hiii wliolr conduct, 

Ln imriu M httle known In mom 

le fiurveyetl with satisfaction the 

works, will eh the levity of a re- 

K, in no instiince, taught tlr^- Oi^- 

: destxoy- His he4rt wm l-ii- 

le foniis of religious adonj- 

- ^ racioos Bemg, 

i all his w.ni- 

[Ocu- tmihor nitike* a reuiark, which coincides with 
nons «f voyagers a ad i revellers, 

|l^ :. of all the islands in tht; orientid 

tk*|}erstdj liave a greater attiijity 
ft m WJth (he pt-uple uf the coo tl* 

tt in ib^ir rnanriers costuai!** lattguagf, and fca- 
Hence it i* reason.! hie to iofcr, that «heir In- 
with the A-Hiaiics is c(jm[>araiively ot *i le- 
aiej aotJ that their f\nt emigranon f/om ibe 
1 V0riii must hmtf iiappcned at a very retiiott? po- 

^!i they had been fttvowcd ^vitl^ many mttr- 

luc wctither, the wind \V3k% i><it pn»pition> for 

ailitjg, till the end uf Sepicrnber. On the /tli 

tober» having got every tiling on hoard, liicy 

for M.itiilU, In j>*i?jsinL^ die siniib v4 Sna 

T^; V * rtnd a mo^t r^pid cturcnt, ait nd- 

, hut the dirc^cltuii cf iIk* 5tre*ijn 

m ihcif ffivuur, and iIjc wind iMcrefla- 

: it pretty rtipid progress 

!>rngp4>sed M^irindoiMjue, ihe^ descried m Eu- 
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ropean vessel, and not being able to ascertaiti to 
-what country she belonged, they, gave her chase. 
She proved to be the San Carlos, a Manilla galleon, 
\yhicu, in her passage to Acapulco, had met with 
severe weather, and had put back to be repaired. 

Pursuing their course, and passing several .islands, 
on the 15th of October, they anchored in. PorJL Ca- 
vite, to the north-east of the bay of Manilla. Cavite 
is the harbour chiefly frequented by the king's, shtpsy 
while in the Phihppine Isles. It is formed . by a 
tongue of land, on which stands an arsenal defended 
by excellent batteries of great extent. . . 

The town of this port is named St. Roch, afid ik 
well people d with Indians^ who ijnake active jailors 
and useful workmen. It stands al)oat twoJeaguea 
from Manilla. 

[ From the Dominicans, who oflen sent missioilarifes 
to China, M. de Pag6s expected, but in vain, sOcb 
recommendations to their friends in that .empire, as 
might have facilitated his intended expedition toTar'- 
tary. The rigid policy of the Chinese, in not ad- 
mitting stranfrers into the interior parts of their 
countn , rendered this the only expedient frotia which 
he could hope for success. Finding himself disap- 
pointed in this part* of his plan, perhaps from tlie 
policy of the Dominican naissionaries, he resolved to 
<;ontinue his travels round the globe, by the way of 
India. 

As our traveller never lost sight of one grand ob- 
ject — the study of simple and uncultivated man, in 
his native abodes, the circumstances of his residence 
at Manilla were most propitious to his views. He 
took up his lodgings on the bank of the river, about 
d mile from ManiJJa, the intermediate space being 
wholly covered with the huts of the Indians, fine gar- 
dens, and country seats of the Spaniards. Num<- 
perless boats were continually passing and repassing 
under his windows ; and, indeed, no scene Can be 
more gay or crowded than the river of Manilla. 



Ftmi 1 1, tD ilie comp;\iiy and convei-^HiJoti ol 

'j%, fie Judged, boarded, and slept, jtw a#l 
1^ and Ibunil tlie Indian?< lie re possei»^ed of 
od qualiiies of the heart us distSaguii-L th 
of ibe other Iskiids, iliough am equally ^ 
I tmctore of whim nnd caprice. 
Aral tmii of ihelr tii'md i* gay^ lively, and 
II local ity of sitaation and connecikm wjili 
give ihcm many shades of difitincuoa- 
mitunj) rlohtiessi of the soil, joined to the 
mictiCiJ of mutual charily nnd bcneiicenee, 
iverse tf» laborious occupauoii; and a^ thii 
Tmniritcnanre is an object of litd<s moment 
* upend niuch of tlidr time in vUilIng and 

of a fAmUy seldtitn sepa rating upon 

>ge of I he younger branches, fotir or five 

h^<ht with I heir respective children, often 

III ' Tijey a^iiscmble in good 

Ui' iher, without one sytnp- 

Avy or jc^louBy^ lo partake tlietr meal out 

DO dish. Nor are their sleeping apartments 

every iniiividual, ai rangers not escepted, 

n mnt spread on the ground in ihe same 

rarely happens that any ixci of iir- 

I ■, n lo take place between the sexes* 

ni*9/' sayi M, de?a<j;ii, '* when I awaked 

brtjtnr^. I have found that I had borrowed the 

M '■■-, Indian* s naat^ who was fast asleep 

111-, L^i.^ut giving any otfence to lier, or oc-- 

any scand**! in the society/* The aanie 

i domesltc hfe prevail in many countrtes re- 

ibb, without being attended with any 

fcjurlous to good morals. Indeed the very 

rice of this apparently perilous custom, is a 

it purity, as well as simplicity of manners 

among whom it prevails. 

tbn vitiiarcn gf the natives^ to the ^ge of ten or 
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twelve years> usually run about in they^ shirts, -rt^ith- 
out any other covering. Nor does this degree of 
nudity occasion either shame or the sense of inde- 
cency, till the age when the passion of sex begins to 
be excited, indeed savages, except in cold climates, 
generally go naked, or at least witli a very slight co- 
vering round their loins, witlwut being conscious of 
the smallest impropriety in their appearance. 

In civilized society, however, we often meet with 
an aftectation of modesty which almost alwa}'s betrays 
a latent corruption of morals 5 whereas the thought- 
less indifference of the Indian is a strong proof of the 
purity apd innocence of his mind. 

The city of Manilla is of considerable extent ; the 
streets are handsome, and the houses are built in a 
convenient style. The inhabitants of the first dis- 
tinction are affluent, and the generality are in easy cir- 
cunastances. The taste for expence, luxury, and de- 
bauchery, however, is much less strong than in the 
Spanish American settlements. 

The gay, simple^ and ingenuous xnanners of the 
Indians, seem to have in some measure subdued the 
haughty and arrogant temper of the Spaniard; and 
an amiable example, to have been copied with a good 
effect by the Christians. 

Ihe river which forms tlie harbour for trading 
ships, flows under the city walls, and separates Manilla 
from the town of ^t. Croix. This last is almost equally 
well-built with the capital, and is populous in Indians 
and Spaniards. At a small distance, on the opposite 
bank of the river, on the same side with JVf anilla, 
are several considerable towns, chiefly occupie4by 
the nattves.. Few merchants or mechanics reside with- 
in the walls of Manilla. The great seat of manufac- 
ture, and the emporium of merchandise, is Parian, on 
the farther side of the river, which is pretty well 
built, and principally inhabited by the industrious 
Chinese. . . 

Under the pretext of embracing Christianity^ but 
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in fact to possess themselves of the trade of the 
cotiatiy, tiiese people once resorted annually to Lu- 
conia, and left a few of their companions stationary 
on the island. This colony has ever since been in- 
creasing, and they are now computed at twenty thou- 
sand. After engrossing the whole of the raanufac- 
tures, and the principal part of the trade, they now 
begin to turn their attention to agriculture. 

In business they are artful and designing, in man- 
• ners and address insinuating; and, under the mask 
of a smiling countenance, they are ever on tlie watch 
to take the advantage of the credulous customer. In 
their general behaviour, however> they are sober, iu- 
dastrious, affable,, and lively. 

Among the inhabitants of Manilla, are Armenian 
merchants, Malays, natives of the Malabar coast, and ' 
of the kingdom c^ Slam, besides a few Japanese, who 
have been accidentally thrown on the coast, and have 
iixed their residence here. It is a law of the empire 
cf Japan, that no subject shall sail out of the sight of : 
land under pain of death: hence, such as happen to 
be forced by the violence of the wind aad weatlier 
to a different shore, renounce every idea of e\^r re- : 
turning to their native land* With an extreme defe« 
rencefor their superiors, they are brave, sober» and 
intelligent. In their deportment, they are grave and 
sedate; hardy and robust in then: persons; and 
though capable of enduring the severest toil, am ' 
little disposed to submit to more than tbey can well 
avoid. 

The inhabitants of the sea-coast in the Philip{>ines 
were formerly Mahoi^tansj and governed by chiefs - 
named Daioos} who> while they exercised authority 
over their vassals, paid allegiance and tribute to cer- 
tain superior princes. Someof these chiefs still e3(ist in 
the Bissayan islands, bat retain no other memorial of 
tb^ ancient gnu^ecuv than the privilege of collect- 
ing a revenue for the benefit of the crown of Spain. 
It la, however^ Very nioderate^ and exacted with great 
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mildness. A few of these Datoos remain in Lu- 
conia> l^t without a shadow of consequence or au- 
thority. 

In this island too, HA, de P^ges saw an officer in 
very mean and indigent circumstances, who Inherited 
not only the name, btit the royal blood of the Men- 
tezamfis, the hereditary emperors of Mexico. The 
lineal descendants of tiiis illustrirous line of pYinces 
have an annual pension of live thousand piastres, 
with the vain privilege of being escorted by a body- 
guard. Precluded, however, by poverty, from exer- 
cising these empty h'onours, they contei'u themselves 
with bearing the dmis of tlie empire, and retaining a 
few inactive guards. 

Sugar, indigo, cotton, many kinds of dyeing wodds, 
Jiad valuable trees, are among the native products of 
the Philippines. Of cotton they manufacture various 
fabrics^ vrith great neatness and ingenuity, Pepj)er 
is most abundant, and some other spices, but they 
are in general little cultivated -, and what proves a 
source of wealth t6 the Dutch, iii the bauds of the 
Spaniard* scarcely supj^lies the consumption of tiie 
country. 

The present eonoraerce of Manilla, exclusive of a 
coasting trade with tlie Bissayan Isles, is coniuif^d to 
One or t^'O ships employed to purchase goods at 
Macao, and five or six Chinese vessels, whicYi import 
commodities from Canton and Quemoy. Th^oc- 
casioaally, but rafety, dispatch a single ship to Slam> 
Bena;arl, or tlie Coromandel Coast ^ and besides the 
iralleon of New Spain, laden with the J)rodQce of 
Bengal &nd China, Uiey send a ship to B:atavia, 
whence they ate supplied with the goods and maml* 
f actures of Europe, 

As there >aa no ship to saH from Manilla sooner 
than that which was bomid fbr Ratavid, M. de ?ag& 
chose to embrace Als opportunity of t^sumtng This 
travdsi and acootfllhgly sailed l^ofn Manilld phthfi 
7th of March 176Q, 6£i board *a ettValf vessel bound 
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for Batavift; .and without any remoYkable ojccurrence, 
anchored in that road on the J 5th of April. 

Batavia has been so often 'visited, tliat we -forbear 
to enhirge in its ()escription, unless where the novelty 
ofour authors remarks deserve attentiion. 

louring a stay of four months in this great em^ 
poriuni of Dutch commeice in the east, M. de Pages 
had reason to think that there w;is much impolicy 
in tlie manner in which tlie natives were treated by 
their invaders. The Hollanders take nacar^ to In- 
corporate the Indians with their owi^ people, or to 
make tliem one by the ties of interegt or convenience. 
Hence tliat motley policy, in which they alternately 
employ force, flattery, and dissimulation^ as may seem 
most conducive to promote the present enda^ with- 
out any fixed principles of conduct, 

The Indians seem to have a rooted aversion to thefr 
tyrants, which only weakness keeps from displaying 
itself in acts of aggression. Hostilities, indeed, ar-e 
not iiifre<)uent between them| jior is there any com- 
mon bond of union, even when tranquillity prevails j 
and our author is of opinion^ that should any disasters 
9iSect the parent state, its colonial establishmetits in 
. the east would soon be dissolved . 

M. de Pag6s found much entertainment in ram- 
bling about tiie streets of Batavia, each of which pre- 
sents the gay and pleasantf effects of a beautiful pro- 
menade. On either side is a regular row of houses* 
veneered witli a sort of tesselated bricks. . Ajong the 
sides of each house, two or three steps from the 
ground, nujs a terrace, which is s^arated from the 
adjoining building by benches^ and covered with tents 
or booths, for the accommodation of the prcwrictor 
and his friends. Beneath this terrace is a space, six 
or seven feet wide, paved with flag stones, which 
forms a path ibr foot passengers. Contiguous to this 
is a much larger space covered with flne sand atxi 
gravel i'or carriages ^ and last of all, appears a row of 
bushy evergreens, cut in fan form, which lines eadh 
p2 
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side of a canal of running water, about thirty yards 
wide. 

Under the shade of those trees is another little 
terrace, neatly paved and rising by a fiigbt of steps 
above the level of the street. The canal is bounded 
by walls, with stairs, at intervals, for the convenience 
of navigation; and the opposite side of tlie street is 
exactly uniform with that which has now been de^ 
scribed. 

The castle is a very beautiful gbject ; and from the 
uniform and chdste simplicity observed in the mifi^ 
tary, as well as the moral disposition of the adjacent 
grounds, the Dutcli taste is advantageously dis- 
played. 

The suburbs are divided into three districts, se- 
parated from each other by large intetvals, occupied 
by beautiful gardens. The Chinese suburb, or town, 
is immensely populous, and the streets and shops 
have air the bustle of industry and trade. 

M. de Pages visited all the places of public amuse- 
ment in this city. He attended the Chinese as weU 
as the European comedy, and saw a kind of Javanese 
'opera, accompanied with dancing. There was a no 
velty in -the natural and simple music of these coun- 
tries, very entertaining. 

The ceremonies attending the Javanese fanner of 
burial are extremely interesting to a mind enduecl 
with sensibility. The mourner's plaintive lamenta- 
tion, the tears and sorrows of the relations, the pro- 
fusion of flowers and odours, scattered over the body 
of the deceased, are all expressive of that sweet and 
' tender affection which subsisted between the living 
and their deceased friends. The Javanese are tall ^d 
well proportioned, and present themselves with a 
noble air and more open countenance than the natives 
of the Philippines. The Malay Indians, on the other 
band, are short and clumsy, with something ex- 
tremely coarse and rustic in their eyes and general 
features. 
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Tfaa Cliioe$e again pret^v^ liieir mtXve ohar^l^p 

nnd an" nearly the sam*? liefc as at home^ Our tra- 

*cTve-i, that when one of their leoiaJe^ has 

i a iiiarrtagc:=iblc age, aiid wishes to aeltk in 

' ^* a set of iJower-pots in ibe windowa 

lu-nis, as a sigrial that she Tn^y be wooed, 

-ict is made without the alighk^st 

<:en the parties > and the wife of m 

ati iec iVimltl conceive it to b© a prof^tun- 

br pef3ou Ixi be seen without the waits of 

Tb'^ in^nliibnty of the air of BaUvia, is the vini- 

xmt i4 almoit every jier.^on whi> has 

, «, M. ile PiJgcs says, tliat tiioiigh he 

: but walcr, aftd fed on tViiits and vegtv 

■ nc nover enjoyed better he;iU!i thatL in 

itid of J*iva; but til this v^ry 8in;phdry of his 

IV ui%^] / hv aM:ril)ed the exanipLioii hegaiii- 

I I e|fecl9 of the climate;. 

il:^ ii not ihe taste of Europ<*ans iti 

ru the rjiiliv*js sira remarkably tem|ier3te, 

., ,!i h.n.i V rl.Mir simple aiodeSj may he 

theyei)j-3y; 

,....* r, ..uJcir the pretext of doing 

-ror of Jiiva, but in lact, with a 

security aloiie, tnaiutam two com* 

L aiV4hy in his service. Tiie In- 

ujuiicc wiih ihcm, iira crowned by the 

ti of B.Uau:i, aiid when at any tiitie tlRTi^hi. 

cco»;»iLiii jii disijHUitd, whatever pretender B for- 

enou^^h tc> ha\e the company's interest, is cer- 

1 in hrs chTim* 

vim of policy with iho Dutch to Ontto- 

widi All (1. of ne^ai gran- 

iimetKilL ,i them of nil real 

'1 luih, pTVivi;u--U ih'jy i.-ati get jj&^ew* 

jbrTtature, iho Indian m*iy auHwe hinneif 

ui.i ow of mujcftty, 

ji*. '-..^. .(J vi;>u BoiutM'/, th^5 caly aafo, comnio- 

4^ # 
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dious, and strongly fortified harbour on the main 
land of India, M. de Pag6s took his passage in an 
English vessel bound to Surat^ which for conimercial 
reasons, was to touch at that port. . 

They set sail on the 2d of August 1 7^9> an^ doub- 
ling Bantam, . they entered the straits of Sftnda. 
The wind soon proving unfavourable, and prnvisions 
;prowing sliort, it was first proposed to put into Ra* 
japour on the main landj but the wind afterwards 
shifting to their wish, they held on their coarse for 
Bombay, and soon anchored off diat island. Though 
the soil is generally sterile, the excellent nccommodii- 
tioD which the harbour yields for ships, renders this a 
'' place of considerable resort. 

The ship having dispatched her business at this 
place, our traveller continued his voyage in her to 
Surat, where they arrived on the 7th of September. 
This is a very large and beautiful road, but much 
exposed to winds, and too remote from the land to 
1)e commodious. 

As soon as the ship was secured, M. de Pages set 
out for ihe capital. The castle, which stands on the 
border of the river, was the first object of his atten- 
tion* It consists of a number of semicircular towers, 
mutually flanking each other, and commanding the 
city and river. The. British and Moorish flags were 
both displayed ; though the foimer possess all the real 
authority, while the nabob exercises a power rather 
flbewy than solid. 
, . The prodigious extent of the city of Surat, its vast 
^population, riches, and elegance ^eyery object, iu 
j^hort, tends to impress the mind of a stranger with 
<idea8.of its great resources and importance. 

Duruig our traveller's sojournment here, tlie nabob 
spade bb public appearance, attended by three thou- 
sand regular troops, besides an eqtial number of per- 
sons on foot, on borsebacl;, or in palanquins. In his 
train was aband oif pausic, remarkable only for its noise, 
together with a number of camels and four elephants 
richly caparisoned: in short, the whole procession 
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was well calculated to give a suitable idea pf oriental 
pomp and magnificence. 

All ibe inhabitants of the £rst distinction in Surat^ 
and, at least, one half of those of inferior condition, 
. are followers of Mahomet ; next to theai in number 
are ihe Gentoos ; then the Persians 5 while the Jews 
and Christians, the last of whom, though possessing 
the greate.->t power, do not exceed five hundred, niajce 
the smallest class. 

Being extremely desirous to obtain some know- 
ledge of tiie Mahrattas, our author dressed himself 
in the fashion of the country, and having obtained^a 
guide of that nation, soon left Surat. In his pro- 
gress through the country, he passed severahVillSges, 
at regular stages of about four leagues, and in their 
vicinily saw abundant crops of Indian com, rice, ve* 
gerables, and other cultivated productions. 

The country is much- intersected with rivers, which, 
however, are inconsiderable, except in the rainy sea- 
son. After a journey of ten leagues, he came to 
Naosary, a small tower defended by a fort, surround- 
ed with pagodas, gardens, and beautiful flower plats. 
Nothing, however, astonished M. de. Pag6s more, 
than to see with what confidence and familiarity the 
different tribes of animals sported around them. The 
birds, seemingly unacquainted with the depredations 
of man, perched on the trees over their heads with a 
gay indifference ; the monkey and the squurel cjimb- 
*ed the wall, or gamboled on the house-top without 
apprehension, Happy effect of those mild and inno- 
cent manners, which give peace and protection to all 
creatioti*s tribes. 

M. de Pag6s finding himse fatigued with walking, 
on his arrival at Nausary, hired au ox, the only ani- 
mal used for riding in this country, and continued his 
travels to Gondivy. 

When he sat down to dinner, for the first time, 
he had leaves placed instead of plates, and likewise a. 
leaf goblet^ all whiph weris t^owa away as soon as they 
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»rere used^ for a Gentoo will not defile the purity of 
his person by conning in contact with that part of the 
cup which has been at the mouth of a man of a dif- 
ferent cast. 

Proceeding eig^t leagues further, through a country 
only fit for pasture, and in many places desolate, be 
arrived at a small town, which forms the domains of 
« petty sovereign prince. Next day he readied De- 
mum; but as he had no inclination to visit the go- 
vernor, he advance about a mile further, and slept in 
a ^mall town composed oif Gentoos and a few Chris- 
tiana, subject to the Portuguese, who have a small 
territory on this coast. 

. Since M. de Pages left Surat, lie had not, till now, 
met with a single Christian, and he was not a little 
pleased to find 3iat his host was of the same religion 
with himself. 

After a wcjek's journeying, be arrived at the village 
<3f D^iXiOM, the minister of whfch was an Indian Por- 
iHgiiese, aod on him our traveHer made it his business 
■to wait. 

The district of Demura was formerly possessed by 
the Portuguese, and when it pjTSsed to the Mahrattas, 
tiaey granted, toleration to all religions^ aud the Chri^i- 
tians are consequently pretty numerous. All the rites 
of Christian worship are performed with equal free- 
<lom as m any country of Europe; and our traveller 
was present at a marriage ceremony, at which the 
j!4ahrattds, and even the Bramins, though allured by 
curiosity only, behaved with the most cohimeudable 
decency of nimin era. 

The general appearance of the Mahrattas of both 
sexes indieateb industry and actMly. There are, 
ho^'iver, among them, some who affect religion as 
.an excuse for idleness and vanity. The Gentoos here 
preserve their universal character of being social, bu- 
.ninne, atid hospitaWe. Their pagodas are fiilt-d with 
.ioAumeirable idds. Some of them are ver}' gn>te«- 
^\ie and exlrav^aut embiemi^al repneoentations of 
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Kciprocal duties are performed in the most endears 
ing manner. Their courtesy to strangers, and the 
little apprehension they entertain of their enemies, 
give an exalted idea of their generosity and courage. 
In the course of different wars, the French, as well as 
the Spaniards, have experienced their valour in the 
£eld. 

In their extensive peregnhattoi:is, during the hunt- 
ing season, tlVey encounter perils and hardships which 
appear almost incredible to an effeminate European. 
Neither the impetuous currents of their rivers, nor 
the savage asperity of a ^^ilc] and uncultivated soil, 
can damp their ardour in tue chnse. 

M. de Pages says that th'^ Miflsissippi, up which they 
were again proceeding, n:.;;; in properly classed with 
the largest and most beaurii j1 rivi^rs in f^e universe. 
After ascending eight bunclt <^ i leagues frqm its mouth, 
its channel is so little contractt cj. that it is impossible 
to imagine a person is ncr.r 11 sourpe. Its water is 
the sweetest and most f i!^f?bl. in the world; and 
its banks present all possible varieties of picturesque 
scenery, fro^ the most simpit. to the most sublime. 
The phief rivers which joir th'^T tributary watery 
into this noble stream, arc ile Red and Black, the 
Missuri, and the Fair river . h romraunicates with 
various liakes in Canada, : = '. t! (her it is practicable 

' to ascend in a canoe, wit!; V.n\^ i>Uerruption. 

Our author observes, xlv'Xi 'he lorce of the stream 

- was^ways great^ and iri r^. :o particular currents, 
they were sometimes ply'n;^ v^ tf. ^U their might for 
half an hour without ad\.:n ii- a couple of yards. 
The toil of rbwing, indeed ^ v. .->n very severe; but, tq 
the eye of taste, the fentues oi the banks, which 
• ' cessively opened, were so btsi.'iful or grand, that 
lassitude was less felt. 

In their slow, hut ptr i?v?rjng ascent against the 
cnrrent, tliey passed, from t^riK* to time; the houses 
and dairies of the English, t':^ v.f 11 as tlie French fa- 
milies, *who had reiinqai:iLed ilitr ? trife and baltk of 
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ba»ioess ; aod being now within a league of Nachito* 
chcs, onr traveller determined to proceed by land. 

The woods began to appear frequented, and plant-» 
ations of Indian corn and tobacco shewed that som^ 
settleoaent was near. They soon came to a palisadoed 
^oare, which serves as a fort to the settlement | be- 
yond which stood a nunjber of little wooden houses, 
which, with some others scattered over the vicinity, 
constitutes the whole of the French settlement on this 
part of the Red River. 

Our traveller took up his lodging here with the 
proprietor of the canoe 5 but was very pporly accom- 
modated. The air of this ])lace is contaminated to 
jiueh a degree by the horrid stench arising from the 
jirine and excretbent of the alligator, that even the 
biscuit had the taste of rotten ir. iisk, from this abomi- 
liable e£duvla. 

Nachitoches is computed to.be one hundred an^l 
forty leagues from New Oiler is. It is of small ex- 
tent, but very populous, and tno inhabitants are much 
inured to labour and fatigue, ilunting the bear is 
one of their favourite puisuitij tmt this is chiefly 
practised in winter, when thai animal is particularly 
fat. Having discovered his youv^ i , which is generally 
in some hollow tree, the liunu^r darts a.firebrand into 
the bole J and while the hti*r, f'^utic with rage and 
terror, noakes a spring from his i)^" > be is shot through 
the head or shoulder, 

M. de F^es, having spen* tV.ree days at this post, 
prepared to set out for the Sp^* li-h snttlement of Ada6sj 
;aboat seven leagues distant, aiiU hired one of tbe Cre- 
oles fox his guide, who had 03 aspect as dismal^ and 
msno^r^ as brutal^ as can well be ::onceived. 

Their road lay through thiqk woods, over a very 
mggod mu'faoe. Being mucb wesuried, they halted at 
tbe hut of a baptised Indian, y/ho iindly reoeived 
tbem> and granted them the best 9ocpinmodatiops.for 
lestand refresbomit that his hQ|nb\9 circumfttaoees 
. would alio Wi ButbrW.w«ui0Pttotetod,fj(u:i9a9ne7i 
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the Deity 5 while others are oiily monitors and re- 
presentatives of his particular attributes or bene- 
ficence. 

Our traveller had the pleasure to make an ac- 
quaintance with a Bramin during his peregrinations 
in this country, who avowed that he worshipped one 
God only; and, indeed, though the Divine Essence 
is often adored under some material form, it cannot 
Ije proved, that any people are so sunk in ignorance 
as to worship an idol on its own account, and distinct 
IrooQ its great original. The Bramins being an en- 
liglitened order of men, certainly cannot be charged 
with idolatry, in the vulgar and literal sense of that 
\^ ord ; and they are liberal enough to own, that the 
great object of religion is the same in all countries— 
the adoration of one Almighty Father of us all. 

On the 12th of November our traveller resumed 
his journey, and passed Trapore, a garrison town of 
some extent. His next stage was Mahelm j and^he 
following day he reached Agassan, where he repeived 
the hospitality of a Frenchman in the service of 3 
Mahratta prince, residing at Barauda, 

Agassan stands at the distance of five leagues from 
another considerable town, named Bassan, .which 
has a commercial intercourse with Arabia. The sed 
coast is strongly fortified, and the country is popu» 
lous. The natives cultivate the sugar-cane, cocoa, 
and palms ; their prevailing crops, however, are In- 
dian corn and rice ; and, in the art of agriculture, 
tliey appear to have made no small progress. The 
effects of industry and rural labour are every where 
conspicuous. . , 

The most common animals in this country are 
tigers, monkeys, and wild dogs. Of the feathered 
tribe the most frequent are doves, parroquets, and 
crows, which are so. lame as to attack the dishes 01; 
tlic tables. 

The ht)uses in the country are of the simplest con-» 
srruction, formed of bamboo or palm tree, and thatch- 
ed with leaves or hay. The edifices m the towns. 
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however, gxe extremely different, and many of them 
are not only elegantj but grand. In general, they 
are two stories high ; and the front is supported ou 
the inside by a oerlain nQmber of pillars, open to the 
air, whilst the outer wall is surrounded by a kind 
of gallery, which encircles the other three sides of 
|he house. 

Tlie floor is paved with a certain composition, con- 
. stilting of soft stone pounded and mixed with a species 
of plaster, made ijf oil and the whites of eggs. Tliis 
Dement, ^liea properly prepared, is e&ceediugly solid 
and compact, and acquires the appearance of a smootii 
«tone of the most beautiibl surface. The top of thd 
'building has a 6at roof or terrace, coated with the 
.same cement, which they name algamasse. 

The dress of a woman is composed of a very long 
piece of painted calico, one half of wlucb, after pass* 
ing several times round tlie waist, is folded back and 
fastened behind ; wiiile the other half is thrown over 
the head, and falling down before, covers the arms 
iflnd boBcmi, and is attached in folds to the girdle. 
In this manner one simple garment embraces the 
whole body, and even serves for a veil to the face. 
. In towns, the men are usually dr^sed in a long 
white robe, which has the appearapce of a jacket 
^ewed to a kind of petticoat ; but in the country they 
.wear two long broad pieces of cloth, the one round 
itheir loins, and the other over their shoulders ; or 
aonoetimes only a kind of band passed between their 
thighs. 

Rings seem to be a peculiar object qf female am- 
bition, in every rank and condition of life, and are 
4}sed for the toes as well as 'tlie fingers. Nose jewels, 
or ringSy are also common ornaments; and even the 
•skin does not escape the marks of vanity. The fore- 
Jiead is sometimes decorated widi a star punctured in 
tlie flesh : and the lower eye-lashes are often painted 
A^lack, to ediance the brilliancy of the pupi). 

The burni'ig of wives on the death of their hus- 
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bands, 'one of the most remarkable proofs of a bar- 
barous afTection that the world can produce, thmigh 
not quite obsolete among some of the higher ca«4s, 
is nevertheless much on the decline j and when it is 
used, to appearance the unlwppy victim is sufibcaled 
by pouring pails of oil over her face, before she has 
been attacked by tlie flames. 

M. de Pages proceeded, on the 6th of December, 
by the way of Bassan to Salset, ^n island in the vici- 
nity of Bombay, from which it^is separated by a 
small channel. This is a very pleasaat spot, thoagh 
tlie sol! is not fertile. The blossoms of various fruits 
and flowers perfume the air f and at Paiy, near the 
centre of the island, where our author took up» bis 
abode, no situation could be more delightfully rtrral. 
Here he formed an acquaintance with several Ika- 
mins, fi"om whom he received in many instances, 
much kindness and civility. 

Having made a considerable stay on this islantf, 
and informed himself of many circmnstances politically 
at!ecting the Mnhrattas, about the end of January 
1770, having learned that a French vessel had an- 
chored at Surat, he was desirous to embrace this op- 
portunity of wr'rtrwg to hrs friends in Europe. De- 
parting, thercfofe, from' Salset, in five days he arriv- 
ed at Danou, whence it was easy to hare letters con- 
veyed to Sural. As he returned by Bassan, he had 
a second opportunity of contemplating, with admira- 
tion, tbe simple bat dvilized ttratrtiers of the natives. 
In the genius of thfs people, however, are certain 
shades of difference^ ehfefly arising from tlie vatie^ty 
of rdigieus opinions, or tiie diveirsity of origin. The 
Portugoese are vain and insolent; the Mahoroetaiis, 
with aM their simplicity, are prone to pride and « 
haughty opinion of themselves ; while the GeiKool« 
and partteuiariy tfaeBranains, are uaafi^ctedly simple^ 
gentle, regular,, and temperate. 

M. ^ Pagfe observes, " Aat thtmgli aUpuilic office* 
centre i& the Brami»8> tiiey are- peculiarly alE^k 'icA 
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condescending 5 and appear to be perfectly, anac^ 
quainted with the meaning of " the insolence of 
office/* a phrase so well understood in Europe. The 
diiierent chambers of administration, as well as the 
courts of justice, are open to the inspection of the , 
public; while those who preside in them, are equally 
accessible to the lowest a» the highest. 

On our traveller's first arrival at Salset, the deputy 
fioubadar, after giving him a civil reception, took 
occasion to observe, that as Europeans wew ever of 
a fiery and turbulent character, he would wish to 
know who was to vouch for his good behaviour. M. 
de Pag6s answered, that in ordinary cases, the maxims 
of European policy required no other pledge of a 
man*s obedience to the laws than his person and pro- 
perty; The soubadar rennarked, that this was not 
alwavs sufficient with regard to Europeans 5 and he 
specified some instances of their excesses, which seem 
to have arisen from a vain display of bravery. 

Indeed, so mild are the manners and dispositions 
of the Gentoos, that it is difficult to account for tbem 
on any principles of religion or policy: <hey seem to 
arise from nature, from habit, from the very frame 
of the mind, and from the temperate and abstemious 
modes of hfe. The common use of animal food has, 
no doiibt, exalted the natural tone of the passions 3 
among the Gentoos, this.is totally incompatible with 
thek religion, and has certainly been one reason 
for their characteristic distinction from a4 other 
nations. 

The principles of the political and moral regola- 
. tions of the Bramins are also calculated to allure man 
to innocence and simplicity of life, and to withdraw 
him from the, seductions of passiqp. This too is the 
great object of the Divine law; and wbeo man at- 
tempts to accomplish more, he falls into enthusiasm 
or superstitidp. 

; During his i^^sidenoe at Salset, M. de Pag&^ iu 
every respect^ except religioD^ led the life of a Bia- 



min. He fixed his residence in the midst of a large 
garden, where tbe hours glided away in one uniform 
tenor; he dressed his vegelable food with his own 
hands ; bis garb and appearance were wholly oriental j 
and his time was employed in cultivating his garden, 
in leading, and w^ing, t" ^ j u- 

In imitation of the highest cast, he suffered hjs 
beard to grow to a great length; and geperally ap- 
peared with his head and feet bare, when he made 
occasional visit? to the adjacent villages. 

This course of life, which he pursued for some 
time much to his own satisfaction, was so analogous 
to the manners of the Gentpo, that it soon procured 
him the credit and repuUtion of being a holy man. 
The Braroin, as weU as the Christian, began to re- 
Rard him with an eye of veneration. He was visited, 
invited to entertainments, and his acquaintance cmirt- 
ed He received prints of the choicest truit from 
his neighbours; and, in short, was considered as a 
devout person, who was. expiating his sins by the n- 
corous austerities of a new life. . , v u j 

Soon after bis character began to be established, 
he had the misfortune to be seized with a disorder, 
named scnuis, which shews itself in large pustules 
on tbe body and hands. Having tried various re- 
mediea with little or no effect, and losing four of his 
fincer nails, at the end of twenty days> he was m- 
duced to set out for Suiat, in order to have better 
medical advice. The journey, change ot air, and 
abwe all sea-bathing, discharged the pimples, and 

.'^^SrSnthrnow^S^^^^ M. dePag^ came 

to reside in Uiis countiy, and during aU the excur- 
sfo^hemadche always received the kindest hos- 
if, and never was exposed to the shghest 
^ger Indeed, he began to be regarded as 41 native 
byXny, not only from the style in which he lived, 
^t Xro his coi»plexion, whicb.the influence .of ho; 
climates bad a&slmilateA to .tbeij «wiu. 
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Theft ai)d robbery^ be remarks, must be extretneij 
rare; for, in tlie coarse of to maay moaths^ not 4 
.<iingle iiKtance of either came to bis knowledge^ and 
though he was, on diferent oocasions, three or four 
dajs absent from hts home, when, acconUng to th< 
custom of this country, the door of his cottage wai 
le^ open, he Bev«r had the slightest reason to sup- 
pose that a stranger liad crossed the threshold in hit 
al»«ice. 

Our traveller was at Pardy on the day of the Geo* 
t(X3s' carniv^. On this occasion, they ran about the 
fitreets with their faces add clothes stamed with dif- 
fei^ent-coloured powders, dancing to harsh-sounding 
mctsfc, and imparting to ail who came in their way 
the A^rme g^tesqtte appearance wi& themselves* 

On the tgth of March be arrived at Surat^ and 
Wf» obligingly accommodated in the French oonaol's 
family. Here he simd a whole month waiting ior 
a passage in a Moorish' vessel that was equippiog for 
tho trade of Bassora. During this inlert*al h^em-^ 
ployed himself in obt^iining a more accurate acquakK^- 
ance with the people, trade^ manners, and institutions 
of tliis great eily. 

As a proof of the magnificent style in which the 
principal niercbants live, he says, that the Moor> ba 
board one of whose vessels he had engaged a psmage, 
had no less than one bundled slaves; and that one 
6ay^ on some particular ceremony^ be mounted an 
«lt^)hant, and bestdes » long train of dependents on 
foot, was attended byB numerous company of his ovt'n 
relations on horseback and in palanquins. Two han- 
dned of his seapoys led t$se van, while a large collec- 
tion of musical instfumentSy braying intolerable dis- 
sonance, closed the rear. 

Here our triiveller had an opportsHJ^ty of atteadmg 
the eommemonittot^ of A^iB^!tn*s sacrifice, or i\jc 
Courbahbe^an, asekndx^l6whieh^6«attraorditiar.7 
^ompx)fite*ifi(fian'grandeei;' in their attendauct' .»;i 
tb« nabob to his l^isque^ ' iSie inc^tedlble fiumbsr «f 



troops^ tbe bands of inusic^ the splendor of ^iquipage 
iad ckess> trnd the imRkeDse crowd of spectators, gave 
pecnliar grandeur and magnificence. His highness 
was escorted by &ve or six tfaousaKid seapoys, and » 
considerable train of ai^iliery; whi}st> between hlod 
aod his moftl^ the English counsellors, with a body 
of the company's troops^ occupied a distinguished 
rank. 

On the 20th of April, they set sail f<xr Bassora, in 
coii^»ny with an English anned vessel, that protected 
them throa|[^ the gulph, whk^ is much infested by 
pirates. In tiiirteen days they dropped anchor at 
M^$cate> ivhtch lies without the straits of Ormus, 
and, consequently, is a favourable sVtuatian for trade. 
Hence it sertes as an emporium for the commerce of 
India and Persia. 

M. do Pages took this opportunity of going ashore, ' 
where he met with a native of Ispahan^ whe acted as 
agent for French affairs in this city. The houses ar^ 
miserably built, but the number of fine gardens gives 
the |dace a cheerful appearance. High> and almost 
inaccessible mountains surround it, and a handful 
of men may ^uard the access by land again^ a wbolb 

The iman (^ thit kixigdom affects to be tbt oidjr 
geonine descendant of Mahomet, He ij^saesses an 
estmsive territory, and lives in great splendor m bis 
capital, about five days* jourxiey firom Maacote. 

In tbeae regions the bulk of the people live on dates 
and milki converted into a very dry miWtance,- whiph« 
however, being again dissolved^ ti£tQ]xi3 a v^ry refresh- 
ing liquor. Prom the sea.tbey are well supplied with 
fish. In many places of the east the women lead th^ 
most sequestered lives i but at Mascate this i^ catiied 
80 fax, that not an Arabian female is to be seea 
abroad. 

After spending several days at this port, they stood 
for the straits of Ormos, which have a tren^endous 
voUiDgaea. With some dangec and delay .firom con- 
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trary wincis and curreots, they held on tlielr cCmrse, 
keeping at nearly an equal distance from the shores of 
Per^ and Arabia. 

' Our traveller lived on the best terms with the 
Moorish passengers, whose meek and peaceable di^ 
position harmonized with his own. In matters of 
religion they appeared somewhat fanatical ; but this 
did not prevent them from extending their cpmplai* 
sant behaviour to all persuasions. 

Among the other passengers were aboat twenty 
dervises, whose deportment was^ in every respect, 
congenial to their profession, in their conversation 
they discovered the soundest principles of morality, 
which their painful situation during the voys^e gave 
ihem frequent occasion to escercisc. One of their 
companions^ who lav ill, af^r sufllering extreme agony, 
which he bore with berojc fortitude and resignaiion, 
shewed, at the very moment of his dissohitioa, witli 
^ow iittle regrelt he bade adieu to a frail «Ad tiansi* 
fory existence. 

The sbip*s officers were inquisitive and senaHe 
persons. They questiotied our <raveUer why ^a^ 
rrepch^ 10 geiieral, vvere so iittie ad^ed to the 
same simple war of thinking and acting as himself, 
vhftnctt arose that impatlepoe that hurried theqa ta 
the ends of the earth, amassing money merely to 
spei^d it again ; and wliat {Measure or amusement they 
could £nd ip being the instrumer&ts <^ animosity ai^ 
dissension wherever they cou)d extend their indneoce. 
M. de ]Pag68 m^de the best apology in his^ power, 
talked of the ^lory ai^d dignity of his sox'ereign^ but 
they could entertaio po idea of glory, when sepaiiated 
^om moisl rectitude. 

Th^ Asiatics, in general, confer Europeans as 
men endowed with the reasonij^g faculty, rather than 
as reasonable themselves; or, in other words, as a 
race of ingenious fools : this ix^as the prevailing opi- 
liion c^the shl|y*a company, apd conseauently, thoi^ 
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V^\U, and the greatest part of the private hotisss^ are 
buitt entirely of ^rth. The bouses are either xies- 
titute of windows, or have only very small ones* 
hi order to exclude the bacniog winds of the desert 

The banks of the Euphtatea supply the inhabirantt 
with fruit and v^etables, while they receivefrom Per- 
sia and Render Abouchier all the other necessaries of 
life. The great mass of the people subsist on dates 
£^d a kind of sour milk. Tne customs of the ea&t, 
respecting fetnales> are here observed in ail>their 
r strictness : they are as invisible to a stranger^ ad if thej 
were really extinct. 

Bassora is subject, under the Grand Seignior^ to 

the basha of Bagdad } who, however, possesses but 

a very limited authority, and finds it expedient to 

exercise much discretion in his conduct both to the 

.' Cards and Arabians, 

The English possess the greatest part of the Bassora 
trader and as the Arabs, who compose the bulk of 
the inhabitants, are little civilized, and as the Turks 
might be inimical to their interests^ they have had 
the address, under various pretexts, to get five hun- 
dred national troops stationed ashore; ; and as their 
ships lie at anclior within gunshot of the town, they 
are in a condition to overawe the inhabitants on any 
emergeAcy, that may render their interference requi- 
site. In the exercise, however, of a most extensive 
commei'ce> the- English have discovered the good 
policy of appearing open and liberal in their transact 
tions with strangers^ and, as mercliants, are deserv* 
^dly esteemed. 

M. de Pages, having waited on the French consul 
on the 25th of June 177O, was politely received by 
him. learning that a caravan bad ^t out for Alef^po, 
only fifteen days before, he saw with regret the op- 
portunity he haid lost of crossing the desert, and fear- 
ed lest he should be detained here for a long $pace 
before the departure of another. His fears, however, 
were of .no long duratiod. ' A carayan of Bedouins, 
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«r Arabian shepherds^ on their way to A]eppo> were 
now approaching the town 5 and having sent to en* 
qnire if any passejDgers were desirous to take the 
advantage of their protection, the French consul 
obligingly equipped M. de Pages for this expedi- 
tion ) who, havixSg assumed the Turkish habit, 
and made his best acknowiedgments to his bene- 
ficent countryman, he departed, after being no more 
than three days in Bassora. 

In the evening of the 28th of June, he vras intro- 
duced to the Arab, who engaged for his s^fe conduct, 
and was taken under his care \vith every token gf 
hospitality. Next day, every thing being ready, he 
mounted a camel for the first time in his life, in com- 
pany with eight Arabs, and in the evening came up 
with tlie caravan, which amounted to one hundred and 
fifty men and one thousand live hundred camels. 
The desert seemed coviered with herds and flocks 
belonging to the Bedouins of the neighbouring camp. 
Their camels wander during the day in search of food, 
and at night return to their owner's tent. 

On the second day of their march, they passed the - 
ruins of a castle, iu the vicinity of a well, out of 
which they filled their bottles ; and in two days more 
came up to other springs. 

On the eighth day of their progress, they discover- 
ed an Arabian encampment, when oijr traveller 
changed his Turkish dress for that of the Arabs, his 
companions, that he might not be distiogoished froip 
them. This dress chiefly consists of the abe^ with ^ 
handkerchief floating on the head. v 

The Bedouins, with a degree of prud«nce not 
always visible in their conduct^ leaving their camels 
destined for the Aleppo market behindi woceeded a 
quarter of a mile from the Arabian camp. Oneof them 
then advanced to request the fiaendship of the tribe, 
a request which is generally complied with.. It Is 
granted, however, according to custom, under all the. 
ibrmalities of war^ and therefore a party of 
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Arabian wanioTs^ mshing instantly from tlieir daaip, 
tan full speed towards the caravan. The Bedooins 
dismounted from their dromedaries^ and with eqtud 
celerity proceeded to meet them; when minj^g 
with much apparent rage, each holding bis lance 
pointed against the breast o^his opponent, they exhi- 
bited a mock fight with much Tocifetation on both 
^ides. 

Order, however, was soon restored, and they were 
introduced within the lines of the camp^ Where they 
sojourned two days and a half. 

Our traveller, entirely alone, advanced up to the 
tents, when a single Arab challenged him at some 
paces distance, desiring to know his business. He 
gave them to understand that he M^as a ^stranger in 
the desert, and that curiosity alone prompted ms in- 
trusion. This proving satisfactory, he was saluted 
with much civility, and conducted to the tent, ^md 
placed as a mark of respect in the upper seat* His 
'host was by profession a smith, and had a small fur- 
nace, which he heated with charcoal, obtained fiom 
the roots of some brambles } and had contrived to 
piece four skins in tlie form ^ a large bladder, which 
two of his 6hildtef^ pressed, to supply the place of a 
pair of , bellows. 

This, like all the other tents in the camp^ had 
8 partition, in the tniddle; th6 first apartment 
was occupied by the master <]( the ftmily and his 
guests, while the second was assigned to the &• 
fnales. ^ 

A beautiful mat! wsifi Standing at the door of a 
neighbouring tent, whifch M. de Pagfis likewise took 
the lib(^rty to eiiter. ttetie he was ^ttemely well 
deceived by H jbod old At sib, who was employed iu 
makitig bottles and trou^ of goats' skins. £veiy 
creature he toet, ev^ the tnare dnd SmI, came to 
imell hittt. 

li seemed to be the chief emplpytfifent of this little 
commoiwealih^ to ixe^ goats* b^^, uttd the wool of 
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their sheep and camels. One circumstance surprise^i 
our traveller not a little, the indifferent air of the peo- 
ple, who though they 4reat6d him with civility, never 
biirred from their seats at his approach. This listles* 
inattention, especially in children, appeared the more 
extraordinary, as novelty is generally alluring, and 
strangers are but seldom seen in this part of Ara« 
bia. 

The wealth of an Arab consists in his flocks and hi» 
herds. His horses, and particularly his mares, are of 
great value ; and as he is fond of horsemanship, they 
are his greatest favourites. An Arabian horse feeds 
only once a day, and then moderately, and at the 
same time that he i$ one of the fleetest animals in the 
woHd, he is also one of the most abstemious. 

The camel, though less valued, is of no less conse- 
quence to his master. He serves to t^sport his fa- 
mily and property, from one part of the desert to 
another, dnd besides is an article of traffic for grain and 
other necessaries of life. 

As the general aspect of the desert is that ol a vast 
plain, bounded on all sides by the horizon, in vain 
does the roving eye of the traveller seek to rest on 
some intervening object 5 and therefore, after flitting 
0ver a dismal w^ist^ of grey sand and scorched bram- 
bles, it returns at Inst, languid and fatigued, to enjoy 
a little relaxation in a variety of herds and other Ara-« 
bian property with which it is surrourtded. A deep 
and mournful silence reigns over the drfeary landscape; 
neither beast, bird nor insect, is seen to d'^versify th6 
sad uniformity of the scene. 

The small quantity of water which is found in the 
plain is extremely salt and bitter ^ but, amidst all the 
inconveniences ot his sitijiation, the Arab feels hii» in- 
dependence,, and looks down with contempt on the 
efl'eminate and consrraine4 pleasures of hap(ner climes. 
Brave, proud, hospitable, and enterprising, he Is 
faithibl to Jiis friends,* and joi^is in alftheir anifnosi- 
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lies, with th6 sdme zeal as if he werepersondly co&« 
cerned. 

Even in their «Dgag6mentft vith strangers^ the 
Arabs are of approved fidelity. If a traveller has 
purchased the privilege <^f passing unmolested, of 
an individual Arab^ all those of the same tribe feel it 
their dutjr^to protect him, and under such circum* 
stances he may pass the desert with little apprehenuon 
ot injustice^ 

A tribe of Arabs on their march across the desert 
is a very curious and entertaining spectacle. On this 
occasion a vast expanse of plain presents itself to the 
eye, covered with flocks and herds, preceded by a 
Croop of camels, laden with tents, baggage, and do* 
mestic implements^ Behind these is another set of 
camels, bearing the lame and Infirm animals. On a 
third set are groupes of women and childrefi, whoso 
shouts mix in strange confusion with the Uieadng 
atnd bellowing of numberless animals, of all humoorsy 
^es, and species. Such of the women as tfe ex<* 
empt from the incumbcance of children employ 
themselves on their camels in spinning or grinding 
oom with hand-mills. While high above this aii^gu-^ 
lar mass of tumult and disorder, towers a forest of 
lances, at least eight or ten feet long, while the eat 
is stunned with the hoarse vdce of the Arab, chiding, 
expostulating or commandtng silence 9 but whoed 
chief care is to farm a strong rampart for the defetica 
of the little commonwealth ot^ its march. 

It was the intention of the Bedouins, in wbosd 
company M. de Pag6s travelled, to have pursued theit 
itoute tmrough (the middle of the desert ^ but it beinf; 
represented by the Arabs of the ^amp, that aiam^ 
other inconveniences lesultmg firom this step, lliey 
would not find a shigle drop of water in that direc- 
tion, it was at last resolved to proceed towards the 
banks of the Bnphtates. 

Having filled their water bottles, tj^ raaomed 
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thetfjearoe^r, keeping a little more to the north-east | 
aQd after fourdbys' raarch, reached a deserted castle, 
with three towers, ou tbe GooiiDes of a small lake. 
Hew they again replenished their bottles, though the 
water was very disagreeable both to the smell and the 
taste, 

QttT author,, prompted by cariosity as well as thirst, 
drew towards the castle, and saw an objv^cl of great 
rarity in these regions — a piece of water covered with 
bulrushes waving in the wind. He hastened to the 
Sj^ot with joy and expectation; but found the eii- 
€b9nting scene which his fancy had painted, was only 
a pieeie of moist marshy grpund, where the putrid 
watQf was of every colour of the rainbow, and emitted 
a most f)estilenti8l odour. He made a shift, however, 
to penetrate where it seemed to be of the greatest 
depib* 'm hopes of finding water there of a less ofien- 
live ji}U^ity ; but, parched as he was with the burn- 
ing wind of the desert, his stomach revolted as he 
raised it to his lips. 

The castle stands close to the lake, and is surround, 
ed with a naound of earth, of which tnaterial also the 
walls were constfucted. The doors were so small, that 
it never appears to have been designed as a place of 
regulir 4feteDce. 

Havijag satisfied his curiosity as to tbe plan of the 
buikliogy 80 little expected in this place, he began to 
open bis eyes to a view of the surrounding country ; 
and found the poetical description of Oriental Tales to 
fall short of the rcsemblaxsce of the scene. A stillness 
like the silence otnighii the faint remains of a bieeze 
glowing with the fervour of the meridian sun, and . 
dyii^ away With his sinking orb; an unbounded 
waste of dark grey sand, hot as the ashes of a fumacej 
the vast canopy of the heavens, across whose pde at* 
moipfaave Qooigect was seen hut the crimson ^isk of 
theami^ 1^ dipped in the hoiizoo, wereafew of the 
objec^ that caaawodlaimpie^ nuiid with an un- 
pleasing mefamcnolyt 



60 * P4Gfi's' VOYA&ftS 

He hastened to join his cojnpattioas'; mid pniroing 
their route ia the same dlireGtion> in two days they 
came to some wells contiguous to four tents, the wo- 
men belonging to which assisted in bending and fill- 
ing tlieir bottles. 

After three days' farther progress, towards evening, 
they descried about twelve Arabs with a number of 
camels. The chief of the caravan, tempted perhaps 
by the smallness of the party, ordered his men to 
give chase ; and in their flight they droj^ied «omG 
linen, bottles^ and clubs. 

This exploit was by no means agreeable to M. de 
Pages ^ he reflected on the probable Oonseqaenoea of 
U> he felt for lU injustice. The night, however, passed 
without. molestation, and next morning they resumed 
their journey ; bat about noon, on a sudden^ they saw 
a body of armed men, riding full speed towards them. 
The Bedouins stopped tlieir camels^ and entered into 
a conference with a messenger, who came to treat 
with them on the part of the enemy. No agreement, 
however, could be made ; the Arab returned to his 
friends, and the people of the caravan flew to arm^. 

Meanwhile they continual their march ; but in the 
space of an hour they saw themselves pursued by a 
large body of horse and foot. Arranging the camek 
in a'compact body, and displaying a flag, the musque- 
teers posted themselves in the front, while the lances 
halted at the distance of fifty paces before the Bedouin 
standard. 

The enemy advanced in order of battle, to the 

pumber of five hundred men, while the force, on 

our traveller's side, coniiisted only c^ one hundred and 

. flfty. The Bedouins, however^ waited their approach 

with steadiness and resolutionr shouting Alla-ou Alia, 

•an invocatix>a to God to witness the jiistice of their 

cause. . A running flght soon commenced ; while tlie 

'Arabs, trusting to their numbers^ seemed disposed to 

surround tlie caravan, ^d declined comhig to close 

quarters. . . .. : ^^ . . 



The engagement continued to be maintained in ^s 
indecisive manner till the approach of night, when the 
main body of the enemy retiring to a eoflsiderable 
distance from the caravan, gave the musqueteers an 
opportunity of closing their ranks. On the side of the 
Bedouins, none were killed nor wounded; while they 
boasted of having killed some inen and camels be- 
longine to the enemy. 

A close watch was kept all night, and their con* 
duct, ia this respecjt, gave no mean idea of their mi- 
litary conduct and circumspection. All was joy and 
uproar in the Bedouin campj as if they had gained a 
decisive victory j and though our traveller suggested 
to his conductor, that a little repose would be a bet- 
ter preparative to a new engagement in the morning, 
ilian such Intemperate and unseasonable gusts of joy, 
bis advice was little regarded > and he was too little 
acquainted with the Arabic language to deliver his 
sentiments in theCoimcil of war, ty^hich was then sit- 
ting round the Bedouin standard. He therefore com- 
miued himself to the care of Providence, and tried to 
take some repose, which, however, was interrupted 
by the balls of the Arabs whistling round his ears. 

£arly next morning, the conflict was renewed; 
and, after lasting two hotirs, without any thing deci- 
sive, the combatants, on both sides, withdrew from 
the field. Negociation was again tried; and soon 
after, M. de Pages received a message from the Be- 
douins to, deliver tip what money he had in his 
possession j a requisition which he readily complied 
with. V 

It appearedi however, in the sequel, that no partial 
ransom would be accepted; and that nothing less 
than the pltmder of the whole caravan would satisfy 
thei Afabs* The Bedo^s again ran to arms^nhough 
it was impossible to hold out long, as they were not 
only exhausted with fatigue, but their water was 
nearly expended; 

Towards erenipgihe lix^hs made a feint to renew 

VOL.1. G. 
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thie attack j but being $are of ^heir prey:> tliey ^seemed 
jijinwilliog to expose themselves to much dai^er. 
Nigl>t Go^^ng oa, the enemy retired to tbe diataiire oi 
half a league^ aBd^eminels were ^l^upned pa all sides 
of tj^e caray^iii to watch theii; nsotioiis. 

la a short time ipany fires w§x^ A'lgJ^ted i^p bj. the 
]B^doyi(n«, fiiul they began, to fcri^B .tliemsplyes iuto 
circles, and to whisper each other, -Oar traveller 
coQo^ived' jthat sod^e ^cret Bnterpri^e.w^s in agita- 
tion ', ^d in a short time they began to saddle their 
cameU -, while his. conductor gave him notice of the 
intended jdlght, ^n^ £idvii«ed hini to abandon jlhe ipost 
v>'ejghty pai't ol*hispro?isioa9> and to stick fi»st to his 
dronjedrary, .. 

This was a paost dismal prospect for M. de Pages. 
He was to follow the caravan at the dreadful gfillop 
of the qao^el, to wbioh he was. not ^ccustomedj, and 
being t>ow couvipced he had nothing better to expt;ct, 
than to perish by t)ie sword, or be taken prisoner, 1k> 
could not help secretly wishing that the enemy might 
<ovcrtaik0 theqa^ and decide tlieir destiny at onoe. 

At tour o*clocjk in the moming» the usual cry uf 
bonne gaa;de ? or, yvko goes there ? was set up, while 
piore tires were kindled to deceive the eneniy. An 
interval of dead silepfie enmed ; when ^t lengtbi ?t 
half pa^t four^ as the adv^a^ced giiard was still shout- 
ing bon^e garde ? our tra!^]j^> .friendly guide can)e 
to see if he was properly piounted, and ia ^ insiant 
the wliple caravan shot across the 4e^rtiil^ a A^^b 9f 
lightnipig. . 

They had fled three leagues towards the so}:|tb ^t 
fuU 9tr^cii/ durif^ wblcb M. de Pflg^s s^i^ce^^ore 
than wqsds ci^ ex{>ress^ fyfum the irilioj[er»bly >a«ifpl 
motioni of hU beaiit, jfM -he ^a$ m bruised etid.-wofa 
«ut> ^ik^ ^39 Qf\m^ifk tte Mint 9f t^ba^d^mteg bis 
iK^id. 

M^mwhjle th^r jsay idte .eoQioy to «Iq8^ :|wstiit ; 
but as part of the caravan had fallejt lot^iib^^W^ 
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cstcWng the young camels intended for sale, which 
had been, purposely fettered oa one foot to throw 
I hem in the way of the Arabs, and check tlieir pur- 
suit. 

After riding with all their might three leagues far- 
iber, a party of seven persons, of whom M. de Pages 
was one, happening to be together, resolved to de-p 
tach themselves entirely from the scattered remains of 
tlie caravan j and what became of the rest he never 
knew. By making a large circuit round the region 
they bad just traversed, they resumed their former 
otrecUon without seeing anrmore of their friends or 
enemies. 

Cohtinning their flight with the utmost celprity, 
tliey came at length to a stony district, where our tra- 
veller's camel stumWmg, threw him off, and taking 
flight, overturned his baggage 5 when a Bedouin cut- 
ting the ropes, he was derived of all his provisions, 
with a considerable p^rt of his other necessaries, while 
the beast ran unloaded before them. 

By the humanity of an Arab he was taken np be- 
hind him i and at eight o'clock^ having entered \\^e 
dry bed of a torrent, they lay concealed, while one of 
the party went to reconnoitre, from an eminence, 
what was passing on the plain. 

He cotud discotet- nothing in sight ', and after 
making a temporary saddle for our traveller, which 
increased bis suffenngs, though nothing more could 
be done in the present crisis, they rode on for two 
liours more, when they came to a spring of sweet 
water, surrounded with shrtibs, which seemed to an- 
nounce its good quality. Worn out with thirst and 
fatigue, our traveller drank almost a bottle of it at a 
draught j but he had soon reason to be sorry for the 
imprudence of his conduct. • * ^ 

M. de Pages now reflected on the gratitude he owed 
to the frienSy Arab, \^ho, in the moment of danger 
and distrebs, had rescued him from being left behind. 
How to satisfy this debt he knew not; He had only 
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ibur piastres left ; he tendered them as a small token 
of affectionate gratitude to his benefactor. The Arab 
positively refused to accept any thing 3 his niipd bad 
been formed to charity and beneficence, i^ithoat the 
prospect of a reward : he could not conceive 00 what 
principle money was offered him ^ nor would he re- 
ceive it at last, in any other light than as the memorial 
of a friend, who loved and esteemed him. 

The same disinterestedness and humanity were dis- 
played, in their supplying him from their own scanty 
stock of provisions, with whatever they could afford ; 
nor did this kind attention cease to the very day of 
their separation. - 

Observing the fresh traces of cattle visible about 
the weU, they were fearful of continuing long on this 
spot; and therefore, after some refreshment, they 9^ 
out, and travelled with nearly the same rapidity as 
before^ M. de Pagds suftered inexpressible pain -, his 
nerves were so shattered, that his fingers involuntarily 
shook like the keys of an harpsichord *, and he bqgan 
to lose his appetite together ^ith hi3 bodily fa* 
culties. 

After a short halt in the evening, the Bedouins 
judged it necesssiiy to proceed, and the following 
morning they discovered the bapks of the Euphrates, 
on which stood a solitary building; but suddenly ob- 
serving a company of Arabs, they turned the heads 
of their camels, and fled full speed. 

lb fegulating their flight, ihey were directed by 
the north-west wind in the day time, and by the mo- 
tioB'Of the stars in the nigdt. 

Having had the good fortune to discover a well, 
at which they filled their bottles, they travelled on 
for four days more, when they descried a ridge of 
high moutitains on the left, stretching along the ho« 
rizon. Turning now to the right, and directing their 
march in the line of the mountains, they arrived at 
a watering*place, in the inidst of a plain. Descending 
into ii deep t:avern, formed by huge rocks^ they found 
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mav^ba^on, or natural caVity, a fountelri ofbittef 
>yater, which, considering its taste, smell, colour, ana 
sttnatfon, scfema tortierit aplade m the catalogue of 
the infernal sourees. 

Next day, having rested in sotnc holiows, they 
(x)ntinned their journey along the sides of the 
hills, as soon as it was dusk, froini the dread of fall- 
ing in with the natives. Thrs caution proved ex- 
tremely fortunate 5 for next morning, having gained « 
ihefirbt ridge, and looking down upon the plain, they 
saw it crowded with Arabian camps, and could not - 
help congratulating themselves on their escape. 

The soil now b^gan to be a little more susceptible 
of culture, and the brambles to be of a different spe- 
cies frotn those of the desert. They soon entered oti 
a vast plain, with distant bills on each side 5 and their 
prospects now lost much of their former dreary uni-' 
formity. 

They again fell in \^th a weU^ at which they filled 
their bottles j but t)bserving the ground still moist 
with water that had been recently drawn, they thought 
it advisable not to iiriger in this place. Lying by 
chiefly in* the day, at night they proceeded aionjg a 
path formed in the chanuel of a torrent, and here they 
observed the fobtsteps. of camels, while the surround- 
ing desert began to have the appearance of being 
much frequefcrted. 

At height b'ctetrk ih the evening, they obser\'ed 
lorae fltes on tbe heiiglits, and heard the bjitrkiiig of 
dogs ) svmptoitls lof popuiatioti whith were toxm con*; 
firmed by tevident vestigfes of the plough. In a feW 
hours they catnfe lip to sotafe housed tieat a brook of 
tuaning tvatei: : and havii^ at lei^gth fentered a built 
vill^^, they stopped their dromedaries^ and ^tood ip 
(heir ^l^ft. 

Hit feriitn tjf fiay ptesented them >«ltt a cbott- 
Hy wafeifeti by rttin attd jtefre^hed by deW, axid In nt) 
mtan state of €tUtMti»a> lt\(ra$M&tt'etti(beIMMi 
«3 
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with pq>lan/ilie first trees they had seen race they 
bad entered the desert. 

When the villagers awaked, they appeared intimi- 
dated> and probably mistaking the strangers for a 
band of robbers^ they requested them to withdraw 
to an adjacent field, where they might refresh them* 
selves unmolested. This was readily complied with, 
and after a few hoiirs, they resumed their journey 
over a country which gradc^aily'was becoming more 
beautiful Jjiud populous. 

Having passed m; ny villages, they were now tra- 
velling flirough a cpuntry like a continued garden, 
abounding in trees and plants of various* kinds. 
Coming to an arcade, within which was a charmiDg 
fountain of water, the Be(ibuins were seized with » 
panic, and refused to enter till one of their oompoiiions 
had reconnoitred the pkce. 
, At last they came to a cemeteiy, and at a smgll 
distance before them percisived the walls of a great 
. town. The rich appearance of the ^dj^cent couptry, 
and the many gne gardens along the road, su^esti^d 
the ii4ca of a very extensile city. Being about to halt 
under the town wall for refreshment, they received 
a message from the basbaw, prdering'them iiistantly 
to depart, and threatening \'ehgeance iii casp4^dis-> 
obedience. 

Sensible that they were at the mercy of a tyrant, 
they thought it expedient to withdraw to 9ome dis- 
tance, when the message was repeated, prob^l^ 
^through the fear which the Bedouitis occasion. MeiEui^ 
while a bold and spirited Arab of tbe^partfr, incensed 
at the insolence of the people, s>toppea his dr6aied«y, 
and stuck his lance into tb^ gfoond, to denote pos- 
session i andi ii^ spite of remonstrances and abuse, 
the whole party instantly followed his exainple* |t 
was on the jd of August,, and oq ihp thjrty-fi^ day 
since their departure f]x>m Bassora, that they j&red 
tbeur quarters in th^ vicinity of this cify^ . . , , j. 
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Hanassed. by marches and coaatennarches,. by 
fear, ^tigue, and want, our traveller had such* a 
confusion of ideas, that he could not ascertain the si«^ 
tuation of the place near which they weiie; bnt 
tholight it corresponded most with that of the ancient 
city of Damascus. His companions, however, told 
him it was Chams, or the City of the Sun } and that 
it was inhabited by a race of men peculiarly vicious, 
andnuilevoknt. ^ He was £nther informed, that thef 
were ten days' journey from Aleppo, to which he 
uiged his conductor to cany him $ but with regard to' 
their actual situatibn'on the globe, he 'Was more in the 
dark than before. 

M. de Pag68 was anxious to be carried by his < 
guide into the city, that he might find some inn or 
bouse of entertaitiment tor strangers j but thispro^ 
posal seemed to be idle and ridiculous to a Qian wha 
had little knowledge of European habits. Having, 
then expressed his desire to be introduced to. som» 
Asiatic Christian^ the friendly Arab readily complied 
with tb^ request* and he now discovered. that Chams 
was the Ar^iati appellation for Damascus. In the 
street he met a Jesuit, who proved to be a native of 
France, and who kindly, invited him to the hospitality 
of his convent; an omit too grateful not to be ac* 
cepted with alacrity. ^ , 

Damascos is lai|;e and populous. The housea 
towards the streets make but an indifierent appear^ 
anoe $ box have a handsome garden front. This city 
coplpios manuf^tnies of. different kinds, and the 
market^ are elegant and welT supplied.' The district 
inha^ted by the. Christians is mean, and in every 
respect inferior to the pthef quarters of the town. 
' The great trade and population of.Damascui^, as 
wdi as the high veneration it holds among the Mus« 
sulgvnv originate froiPiit^ being the place of rendez- 
vdps7or the Mahometan pilgrims of Europe, and part 
of Syria. Iq tbeir'wav to Me^'caj hence.it has been 
dlgnUJcd with iHc tiU« o^Matpnwt's HqcL - 



« Saffng^Mderidcd this HttsCor&insrf mbttntaiA, and 

they parsed Do^*s Kivcr, about t^yo feagiics distance 
Mm B^utfi. AK^' beyo&f tlifi river, on a motin- 
t^ii> s«*n<fea Martinite cbnvttit,* rtamed louisey, with 
aitei^ft&ly lieat chut'cE, " ^ 

•R^btefbete^eoui^travellei'wais d^^ to the Je- 
siKitarho^ce of Aintoora^ which \c^siti si^t, and 
tllitcBiii at^^t ^fittie' he Inched/ 'ftfere he wa« well 
f^ived by the supendf; (d-wJibm He'delttTered a let- 
'tftfrbdi.ramascd$, iiid exptosio^ his eacmest desbre 
ti l^t Qtnejfdtrani/ w^pfcftnised' eW;ry assistante in 

*^Thi$ ieligJirtW fcinj^fe situated oh 'A* rfde of 4 
|feda!ltain>^^hr*j tfeobfeh extremely ^^ atod tliflictilt 
itf^'aieeiitj; lit cuUWmiu' anu'pla&reu ' to* ther yfciY dum* 
imt Thehpns^ of the patiyes lie 4>spersediy ati 
tFver fh6 ntotiiitbSi; -"Hightir ttp ir a seminary, in 
i*^hicir -tW :feiai^^dd<jafe ^ijDinbeif of young metr de* 
iJicdtWioiBeatsh-.- ;•;;■- * ; ' ; ^ 

By ttieafxs' of' thfe^^fieifdi', 5W . dieJ ft^s becaraif 
«(t<qtxdfetfed wftb a*^h«^k ^<^b6T^^*id at Jeftorr ; And 
i*Wr ^pttdittg fhtee days^Ti tfie^^srotran JeStdts, 
Be colitirtued tii^dtu^ fbi-^tfa^t^^^^ 

^Jeltoii standi lieir the stfiriinit of fttfflagei Mi 
fiotwith^tandingthe soil i^ ariil sind stcU^, th^ tnul- 
^ Bctryttees thrive thiJi'eiri a wtrpriiringroarmer: This 
'. HfSllage Thak^^^vit appearatice th^ts the fe^enfifty 
^vai^cte.otr tfaVeflef had s^ri }fr ttiis^tracfe* thmrgh 
fbchottseaaeetnf Irttfe edftdated fdf the mfflisionir of 
fhe first p^rsotis.ih t^t comitty. t/dited, howevei', 
le the tiesof hiterist mi dfiecticJn, the inhdbitaiitg 
itfaintaai k'ittxgH^ but Jndepdndent marines of lift. 
Tb^ eKnfethfe^ id^a'ofjw cpiil^t p6irfaantiy rtiuch 
itoortj thaii ar racfe of cfcrds : bnt iftoti thisr extreme 
ftbpHdty of manheh, and rgnortoceiof luxuries, re- 
ault that cooragfe and iriagnanimJty pf wMdh ih^se 
^tintaki^iirst defend tbemselv'es ffo^ linking under 
tibe IVurkish goMenxmatxt -Tbey (ia]p^ ittdeed, a smalt 



ennaal tribc^e* ^ut to .other xeapecti tnattttajo ^f^< 
ieci ipdepe^jdeiiQe. 

When M. de Fag6s presented. :thd sheik urith ha9 
mtxofigfiiQty, ieti^ bbtt the iit|aiM:ior of Asutoura* hii 
recetyf^ bm vith the greatest citilit^i md: zeaaol** 
mendiug km to Ibe cire iof 14^ sob/vchttgad Iho 
youDg jen^td^anftp 4bewJumiDhatev^3«asdatet«it« 
iog lA Uie cott^ijy.. . .. ! . » 

Ater s^miitp^ $hiiae db^s imy agnseaUy sdirttk- tUuf 
bosptn^Ue .ibeyr^ be flet;tmt^.visii several «tber ibigk-i* 
land gr^m^es^ nhd emuy wJuBeiost'iwitli a ktiidic« 
ceptioa. He a^ted «t .all 'tbab* sssemblisay witMx 
vere geoei^aUjiteU «ader the shade of tmsy aod^tEl 
the.samd oa^y jMonerche ^aa ^Qondmctedtb ^hsttci 
serviqe* eod ^xtherjxneciSDgs^of a social^ 4>r paliliciia.4 
ture. So 0)Ufib urbanity if mgiiwfri, ^ lanatfccte^ 
civility^ 9s be otet with dna^Dg.tthoae tohabkattts of tlha 
moi^t^ins^ gratified. iamb^Uy; ^rbile fA$ frietid 
and €oo4niitor> ibe dvak't mo^, dttibeenad 4ltwh .a 
ft^veetuea^oidJfiaver fibd ^fp^aa U mgtjfd iA 
€:^tee9i, - . ' .' . 

Id the sbeib of Ai^eaKwaa, iviio bav^ dbosaH ^' 
ziiAQht ilApiJCgiableyiUage ftr^icirffsUtenee, iaimiid 
lUe laasided prc^ity of ibe ^diauuot^ from 'wJ^ob .thi^ 
draw a loentaui «cVaaiie» cbai^d, bowBver, mik'-A 
&&^a<itutaiiheje«ik^wJ^« iabis tttm, paya^aa« 
n^al tr^H;^^ to 'tbe.;Pofte4 Th^ adnoiciUter jvMlAce 
pa idbo^ «9^Msi eaUte^ jftd /aaaess their teaasti ^ liid 
SHubbc \mnhp». The^boliof are atoDe^-egai^ 
as iifae J^«e md iegldmateiijihabUaats of ehe xioatt^i 
i^dhei¥^JtbeTudcf>:paising this way, 4tare sohja c^ed 
to a smt^iU tK^ A^ok »faich «U1^Ti^tMi are -OK^ 
•ex9^lB4« 

!]Ruw. profile iDeaser fo &r (from ^ofM wkl]^ 
being completely armed 3 and they never su^«a 
p<«8aiis;)i xmitio pasa.niithiaipanity, ^^balciilpect 
hiM fia09(VKsakai of .coa£ideii» cotiVe^mgiSLJiiA^ of 
nu]ralieqiila^> isiitad t^ ^reac intr^i^y of^imod. 
Tikey «^ pTMis tti»ci)^^o|L aad^ cAcea oi hos» 



-pfoBtj:^ .are^f.;»u^.Jivdy in their or^maiy deport- 
^nient'j and discover, on some oocai>ions, a comider* 
/abld ta)enJtfi>r irony. 

J :\ 1\us clefgy are '^ooTy and laboo^ wkh their cw'n 
-liasdstiysttppprt their iktnilies; fbrthoagb Catholics, 
taccticdingio dieirrpaiticoliMr ritual, a man may take 
»39cderfi^abGeqpeni la mafr^e, provided it has been 
contj-acted witli a virgin. tHvioe i^enrice is celebrated 
ilk tfie Syridc kngu9j;e \ bqt the gospel and breviary 
-^m read aloud in Arabic,. which is the vulgar toogoe. 
» AU the studies^ the clergy ire c6n$ned to the scrip- 
litotes abd the:catechisii|, of- the church,, and they are 
Hittle qcmyefsaht tiritii abstruse questions in theology > 
t but 'ift'hatlt^ better, dbey are regidar; in their liv^ 
'iootid in thek inorals, afi4 sincere in their belief. 
I 'pi^^ixi^^ of Ques- 

« rouati has n jkjuu^ J pouited it but as an asylum for 
i all ,the rpi'ototSDtl of Christianity in Asiatic Turkey j 
ifanc^'hehce it has beconoe the i^sidence of many bdim- 
}c^', mi|j.t|^»eat ojf a^ caosi4erable niioiber of con- 
' yimtsfSni^ sekes. Among the former are the pa- 
; triarch of the G^eek church j the patriarch of An- 
rtkw^^^whd presides jciver thesec^ of the MaroBite^ j 
''.:and'(he ^psitriafch pf Armenia^ who superintends^seve • 
i'rii cenvents, uudi^r the rule of his own ritual. * 
* r The' people in sKneraU are addicted . to religion^ and 
iViee and inapoorafity are little known' among them, 
t Though tbe women are; jupt i^edude^froni |jiiA}ic 
;rTiew, tchasttty is sd' hig^y .esteemed, tj^t ani'im- 
^ ; flurried jfefoiale, ^ho l]iappen&.to> becd^ pregnant, 4s 
;%ore to be sacrificed by thehands'ofh^ro)xl^re)stkM»i; 
.;aiid .a iamilyi-v^oald .onmdec: itself as disboiioilred, 
'^ould the person, \dio marries a dailghter out^f 
: it, be unable to prodiice proo6 of his bride's virgi- 
-irity. ; ' ; ;••;•■ ■ ' .V •: '^-' ' - : ./' 
r. PesiFoas^ of seeing the tnanners of a people, solittle 
. Tisited, in'tbeir true and genuine cglours, .par travel- 
. J^r%'9ving spent, a lew d^s at' Jdton, set out in bis 
. .route tQ ^^isrg/iilvjDageJyto^the fcot of the hjgliest 



motmtain in Quesrouan. The country through wbich 
be passed was highly picturescjue, and many spott 
were eminently beautiful. After ascending and de- 
scending several hills, studded with mulberry trees, 
and finely cultivated spots, he at last arrived at Mafra, 
an open village of considerable extent. . 

Being furnished with a letter from the sheik of Jel- 
ton to the minister of the parish, he alighted at hi« 
door. This worthy pastor was engaged in the fidds^ 
bnt his wife and children received our traveller, and 
pressed hicm to stay and repose himself till the return 
of the master of the family. The wife was a fin© 
young woman, with a complexion deep bronzed by ^ 
the sun. In the midst of her three children, whom 
she endeavoured to quiet by tums^ she conducted tho 
detail of her little family affairs. 

Meanwhile; the good pastor returned from his farm, 
and his attention to his guest seemed to vie with th9 
kind civilities of his wife. The latter, however, soott 
withdrew, in conformity to the restraints which ori- 
ental manners impose on the behaviour of women. 

At the hour of vespers, the people assembled in thd 
open air, where prayers were offered up to the Deity, 
with as much devotion^ as if they had been seated uti« 
der the gilded ceiling of the most sumptuous terople- 
/Ul the flock seemed desirous to distinguish our tra- 
veller, and to make their country agreeable to bitn. 

The evening brought home a number of domestic 
animals, which constituted the wealth of this honest 
ecclesiasric. Assbted by his wife, he fed them by 
hand, and received their caresses, the only return 
they could make for the care and attention of their 
roaster. 

M. de Pages had his bed laid under the porch, the 
usual place of lodging strangiers in the east 3 while 
his host reposed close by him 5 for, according to the 
manners of the mountaineers, the master of a family 
is himself the keeper and guardian of his guests. . Next 
mortiing be attended mass 5 and notwithstanding the 

VOT^a^S, VOL. XII. H 



7<i , tAOfcV vowo» 

i^KSStpiWilog mvitattoa 40 prolong his visit, he resum- 
ed liis journey, and proceeded towards what iiie$t,eein« 
ed the hishest oooantatn in the couptry. No Inhabi- 
tations lie nigbec than Mafra, which, irom its eleva- 
lion, is covered with snow hsif the year. 
' On ascending the. mountain, th^ malbeny treet, 
vbich had clothed Us sides, b^an to disappt^ar, ami 
t^ land lay m a state of nature,, aflbrding 0n\y pastctr^ 
i^e to some docks and herds. 

They now entered on 4 rich and fcctile plaici, ^hich 
urepetited the most pleaMngnrerdure to the eye. This 
j^vel is bounded towards the south \}y the great nfioui>- 
tain, whose perpendicular rocks are lost tp the^i^dds; 
tpwards tlie east and north, by a small l^ill^ while 
tpwards the west, the eye flits over successive chaioa of 
iDountains to a great distance. 

Here our timUer surveyed the ruins of an ancmt 
^wer, built of stones of immense size. Over the 
first gete was a Greek inscription, which be was «n* 
aole to transdribei $ but another in the angle of the 
tniilding, being perfectly copied, was thus^ translated 
lj(y the Academy of Sciences, 9t X^tis : 'Mn the three 
liundred and finy^sixth year, Tholmos presidHig for 
the sixth time, over the 'l^'emple of tlie Most High 
God» this building ytas erected.** ~ This alludes to the 
era' of the Sekieii&s, that is three hundred aqd twelve 
years before the birth of Christ. 
. Beyond the tower, to the westward, lie other ruins 
<lf great e^^tent, consisting of single stones, pillars, gnl- 
li^riea and gates, whidi indicate the magnifkent style 
jp which this, very ^mcient temple was origihaily 
])uilt. Its site is anudst high perpendicular rocksj that 
ill some places served it for ramparts. According to 
t\ko natives, it wqs consecrated to the^ mother of the 
gods, under one of the Ptolemies } but from the iu^ 
licriptton it appears rather to haye been dedicated to the 
tionouF of the father. 

In this quarter of I«ebanon, if we may give credit to 
the tradition of the natives, gn^w those stately cedars. 



tkit wene med in the conoroctipa of Solomm^'s tbtn^ 
pleatJeni*ialcfD. 

Having refreshed tfaemseltes on the brink of a rich 
spring of line limpid water^ hiear theruins, they coa^ 
tinned their progrest to the right of the great monnf* 
tain. • The rooks appeannl charged with Greek in* 
scriptiona, bat none of a length that could deserve 
trauscriptioD. 

Ascending eattward, they eatne to other minsi sbtne 
of whose stones -seemed perforated for the insertion of 
pipes, which in former tinies^ might have serted f6t, 
afouolaifii ' 

Hairing readied the summit of the mountaittj th^ 
found themselves on \irhat is e^tedthe Ass's Ban%^ 
which slopes on one side into the plain^ and oh the 
other, into a vale of great depth. Along this rid^ 
rons « eaaeil which serves to convey the wate^ fo 
Mafira, ^wo ieagoea distant. The w»ter her^is tnc^t 
ioteosehrcoid; akid it appears to arise fitim melted 
snow, ftttrated through the rocks. 

Here our traveller parted with aomdof the vttlagevs 
of Mafra* who had accompanied bim so far, and coh* 
tioning his coQteby anotiier bremch of the canal, soon 
entered a natural arch, about fertjr paces broad, and 
eighty long ; one of the most majestic scenes he evbr 
beheld. 'Aie water poured ftom the heights, from 
the melting of the snow, gntdually unites in a grant 
torrent, which falls about forty feet, and pursuing tts 
coarse With increased rapidity among rifted rocks, lit 
length pa^se$ under this arcb, about fifty paces beto^ 
the fait. The vault of the arch, though on a \e^\ 
with the road, is at least one hundred i^et above the 
bed of the torrent, which here begiiis to enter the 
mouth of a narrow valley. * 

Passiiog this curious arch, and making a sweep rpnfld 
the side of a mountain^ M. de Pi^63 l>egan to entbr 
fitnue pleasant and fertile fields. At night he took t^- 
hh lodging at a little convent* coniiikting <tf ovfy* a 
numk and a friary and next morning reached the vll« 
H 2 



I^e of Bes«0tB?iri which isthfl^ residence of the Ar- 
, xneniah patriarch. After paying his respecits to his 
eminence, our tfavHE^M^r cbtotiiuled his route>>and soon 
had a prospect of (he se^^ snd of the village of Agou^ 
8ta, where the patrjatch of the sect of Maremites of 

•Antioch resides. This good man received ium with 
much politeness and action : he spoke Latltt and 
Italian with great fluency: and recommended M^ de 

«Pag^s- to the Ore ofoue of his gnnid vicars^ With 
whom he perambulated tlie village, which has a 
xnost romantic aqd agreeable ^ioation. 

Quitting this vHlage, he directed his course again to 
Baruth, which he reached after an absence often days, 

.which. tiQ)e he had spent in exploring the mountaixls 
of Quesrou^n. The friar of the Capuchin convent 
received him with cordiality, and informed him that 
a king's xebec who had arrivedfrom France^ onacn^iiae 
off the coast of Syria, w!|s expected in a^ few.days to 
fitter the port of Sldon^ about eight leagues distant. 

On this information, M. de P^gjs immediately set 
out for that port^ and on the Z5th of August, waited 

. cfn the Freach couWl there, who received him with 

, the most marked attention ; but he had the mortifi- 
cation to £nd that the xebec had already sailed for 
Candia, • . .- . 

Disappointed in his views, he now resolved to pro- 
ceed to Acre, froui whence he expected frequent op- 

t portui»ties of sailing^ for France; but it -seems bis ^ 
fame as a* traveller had preceded him, and the French * 
€S>asul, after many enquiries eoneereing his late ex- 
peditions) pressed him to stay with him a little longer, 
to recruit his health, which was considerably broken 
by fatigue, llie Cpusul's lady joined in the same re- 
<|Uest ; and our traveller's resolution was overcome, 

. wihick he imputes to a culpable facility of tetnper on 
this occasion. However, it was fortunate for hhn 
that lie tras nfnder the shelter of such a friendly rtwf, 

^. H^ in a short time,* he was sei^d with a regular fe- 
ver^ from which the use of emetics and the amiable 



«tlnilion of the coosul and bis 6mHf, ^adoally re* 
coveted hini« 

The eovhxms of SidoQ are Idturiantiy veniant and 
del^tfol. la the moantains of the neighbourhood 
are mai^ caverns cut oat of the rocks, with ten or 
twdve c«Us in each^ These are regarded as the tombs 
ef the ancieDt inhabitants of Stdonj bat our author 
is rathor inclined lo believe that they were intended as 
tetieats for the living. Some marble pillars and flocnrs 
of jasper, in mosaic^ are the only remains of antiquity 
in this once beautiful and flourishing city. 

The natives of these mountains are extremely dis- 
a^tected to the Turks. They are sensible it is to their 
own bravery, and the inaccessible natiue of then: 
mcmiitains, that thcgr owe their happy independence. 
The Druses are well a^ded towards the Christians in 
^neral; but heading themselves descended from. a 
French ancestT)% whQ ^re said to have taken refuge in 
this district, after their expulsion from the Holy Land, 
they have mere than a commoti regard for the natives 
of that country-. The principles indeed which, ac- 
cording to their historians, actuated the subjects of 
the old manof the mountain, still influence the mlnda 
of sonEie individuals. 

M. de Pages was charmed with the beauty and se- 
renity of Uiiselindate, which is particularly what a 
man, who wished to become a child of nature^ would 
wish to enjoy. In the different regions of the globe 
which he liad visited, he found no climate equally pro>- 
pitious to the natural state of man, with that which 
extends its mild influence over the southern parts. d[ 
Syria. . ; 

The particular situatioR of this country, indeed^ 
contributes much to the excellency of its climate and 
the fruitful ness uf its soil. It is protected from the 
nortb wind by an extensive ridge of ioAy mountains i 
it is bounded on the west by the sea ; and on the east 
by the arid deserts of Arabia, from whose parched and 
biudy soil, li tile vapour can arise to produce rai^« 

H 3 
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Among the producitons of Syria are tliose o£ tot as 
wellras cold countries,; wheat, barley, cotton, the oai&, 
pine; and sycamore, all grow in a great degree of per- 
iection. llie vine, theiig, the raiilbefry,.tbe ap^le, 
and other trees of Enrope, ate not less coinmon in the 
gtardfns and orchards than the jujubrer, tbefig-bannatiy 
the iemnn, the orange, and the sugar-ouie, and.bther 
^productions of tropical climates. 

The industrious character of the natives displays 
itself m the cultivated state of their mountains, many 
parts of which present the face of a Jioe garden. 
Springs, judiciously directed, water their mulberry 
plantations, which constitute the wealth of the coan«- 
try. Such is the superior qoaKty and high value of 
the silk raised here, that the farmer obtains from hn 
xhulberry trees, at little expence and labour, a com- 
fortable subsistence for bis family. 

Here, indeed, luxury is unknown ; bnt should it be 
enquired, where man is least subjected to penary and 
wretchedness, our tFavelier would answer, in the 
inountains of Syria, where refinement is wanting, but 
every thing necessary to peace and happiness abun- 
dant. There the powers of the mind are not chilled 
and exasperated by the severities of an inhospitable 
clirinate; nor are tliey debased and enervated by the 
secure possession' of unsolicited abundance. Suste- 
nance, though easy, is not, hovVever, to be obtained 
without moderate bodily labour, which braces the 
nerves and strengthens * the* limbs. He who regards 
-vacancy and idleness as the summit of bliss, wili find 
bimSelf disappointed on the trial; Moderate labour, 
temperance, and content, give the most (asting and 
Innocent enjoy menfci. / 

In tain would a traveller expect to meet in these 
*inotmtaitis witl) men of deep leatning, orx)f polished 
and refined manners; bur bo will find' mt:n* in their 
best and happiest state, rqen pursuing their duty frpn^ 
ti)e impulse of natural sentiment^ |;rm iVicAdSj k<^ 
^fhfrs^ and vinupUs ciiizcj^, ■ »• • • - .'. - 
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The monkd of Syria are not ejittentdljr -rigid V^ut 
the rules of their orders, vhicb are^ fiimp]e> are sera- 
pidously qbserved ; and tbey tfre tn reality what they 
affect to be» humble servants of their lord and ffiaster, 
•eSRMDg^eir dally bread by honest labour and iQ- 
dushy. * 

The secular clergy possess little rank or leamSng to 
distinguish them from the vulgar; their knowledge is 
chiefly confined to the New lestament; but they are 
men of regular and pious lives^ and highly esteemed 
by their»cks. 

In Syria we find only four orders of men : princes ; 
l^ds and goveniors^ opulent merchants and farmers 5 
and lastly, tiie common peasantry. These gradations 
of rank are well preserved 3 and tliough a person may 
■descend to a lower station, there is little chance of an 
inferior rising to one of tlie higher situations. 

Wishing to become better acquainted with the 
natives of the Syrian raountaius, M, de Pag6s deter- 
mined to pay them another visits and particularly to 
the Druses. 

His first stage was Aintoura, and from thence be 
proceeded to Agousta. Next day having set out for 
Abey, situated among the Druses, he crossed the 
plain of Baruth; and soon* after came to a beautiful 
ibrest ofpines^ cjobp to a l'4tle Arabian encamp* 
meilt. 

^ Passing over an arid soil, sprinkled with olive and 
mulberry trees, he arrived at the village of Choui!>ah, 
the rebidence and patrkiJony of an obscure emir, and 
after traversing some htUs and vales, from the top of 
a high ridge, he discovered the village of Abey, where 
he arrived in the evening. It is wtuated at the dis- 
tance of two leagne^ from the Pair el Kaniar, the 
capitiil of the Drusan tx»untry, and the seat of tiie 
-grand emir. 

Abey is bnilt on the third flight «>f a vast amphi- 
}|i^atre^ foraw^d by thitee mpuulaius, piled one above 
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auotber, and aoeo{>yitig the wfaote intehreillug^Kice 
between tbis vUUeet and t)w MedikemttKan. 

Here eur tramkr fixed his residence in a C^^- 
ebtn cenvent» ftom the oifierior of wbtcfa he expe« 
nencedkmdnessandhot^uUty.. This convent orer- 
looks several highland villages, in which he spent 
the gpreat^r jpati oif his timet as his pdndpal object was 
to obtain an intimate aoc|Qaintance with tfacf manners 
of a> people JO little known. 

'to ethd this» he assisted ih all their rustic diver* 
sions; and after conforming to the life of a sara^ in 
America, a Bnimin in Io4t8« and an Anb in the 
desert, be now became a shepherd among tl» 
Druses. 

DnHjOg bis peregrination in this country, he assist* 
cd at several .funerals, Drusan as well as Christian : 
ceremonies which, with a little variation in the form 
of ihetr pmyers, are nearly similar. In a few hours 
after a Druse expires, he is laid out in his hut« in his 
ordinary apparel and accoutrements, and a pious book 
placed in his hands. The women hasten from all 
4)Uar|ers, and bedew the corpse with their tears, 
while the men make the valleys resound with dismal 
cries and lamentations. 

The relations then assembling carry the body round 
the village with many cries, groans, and conV*ulsive 
gesticulations. It 4s then brought back to the tent, 
when a Drusan priest begins the service, which con- 
sijits of a number of prayers, recited in a low tone of 
voice. The preparations for the departure of the bier 
are accompanied with the most dismal bowlings, and 
even the appearance of resistance on the part of the fe- 
nuiles, who seem utiable to brook a final separation* 

When the body has. been deposited in the grave, 
the strangers are invited by the inhabitants of the 
village CO their several houses, where they comme- 
morate the virtues of the defunct, aiKi entertain their 
guests in the best manner lli&v are able, . .- 



M. de.Pag6s DOW paid a visit to tKstown of Dair- 
el-Kamar, situated on the bank* of tiie ii4;.aiour, on 
the side of- a mountain. The paiaces> or seraglios, 
belonging to the emirs of the reigriing fainily, are 
liDe buildings y the churches ar e, handson.:e, aiidcou* 
strutted in a good taste $ and the mansions of some. 
of the sheiks and commandants iiave large and com- 
modious apartments ; but the generality of the build- 
ings are mean. The Druses & not exceed one half 
of t^e inhabitants, while tiie remainder are Maro- 
nitcs, or Greek Christians, • 

Some of the Institutiona among the Druses ar^ 
very singular. A mountaineer is never seen without 
the walls of his cottage unarmed j and by the, maxims 
of a law, which custom has established^ a man has a 
right to repel force by force^ aud to redress his 
wrongs in the best manner he can ; and, therefore, 
whoever considers himself as insulted, dispatches his 
antagonist the moment he finds an opportunity.' This 
is certainly a deplorable laxity of government. 

Again, a autn who gives his daughter in marriage to 
any but one of his.own rdations, is considered as bring- 
ing a reproach on himself and his tribe ; and the con- 
sequences are sometinoes fatal. Families of the same 
blood entertain the naost clannish attachment y inso- 
mudi, that whoever offers an affront to one, is held 
to be in a state of hostility with the whole tribe. 
Hence many acts of violence arise; atKl the ofi^ndtr 
has BO other means of security than by putiing him« 
self under the protection of some chief, who, under 
the mask of hospitality^ shelters him from the pursuit 
of bis enemies. 

The Druses are dtvidfid into two classes ; the first 
has 'no other religion than that of nature ; while the 
second, named AcqiMlle> or spiritual Druses, aire the 
votaries of religion^ the principles of which are alto- 
gether unknown. This last class dresses in black, or 
in striped black and white garments^ wear a turban. 
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and are ti6t allowed to carry arms^ except upon ex* 

ttaordinarj occasions. 

These people practise great ansteritte?;, and spend 
their Itvies m prayer, fasting, and abstinence from 
c^very species of pleasare. Those who acquire a cha- 
racter for extraordinary devotion, are held in the 
highest veneration, and they df6, as !t is exntvssed, 
ill the sweet odour of holiness. Several of the rdt- 
gious Drases have been converted to Christtanity. 

The other class of Druses is extremely mde and 
uninformed ; and though sonse of them are said to 
worship the true God, they may be considered in ge- 
neral ils having no fixed religions {Nrinciples. Sonle 
of theth^ hou-ever, are men of verv good cfaartri^r. 
Th^y %'alue themselves highly on their personal cou- 
J^ge ', and perhaps have more virtues than th^r rnde 
appearance Indicates. 

During the three months which our traveller pass- 
ed at Abey> he slept in a garden near the great road, 
without any wall or fenoe. and yet never met ^ith 
th^ smallest molestation. He had access to the so- 
ciety of twelve villages Hi the vicmtty, and bad no 
t^asoh to apprehend danger in free and unguarded et- 
curiiotvs among them. 

M. de Pag6s now made a second visit to his friend, 
iht Jiastor of Mafra, taking* Aintoura and Jelton In 
his way. He was every where received with kind- 
ness and hospitality ; and having how made a consi- 
derable stay in this part of Asia, and betng desirons 
<bf t>asfing into £urope, he proceeded directly to 
St. Jean d*Acre, a t)ort much frequented by the 
trading ships of Marseilles. 

Finding a ves$d there, he set sail fbr Marseilles, 
in ^ end of June l^rtj when they bore away fbr 
Cypruif, whieh having coasted, they stretdied to the 
northward, to eatch the breeze mim that qnart^, 
Irhich they fell in with on the coast of Garaniante. 

Having arrived on the coast of the gulph of Satalia, 



tiiey descried a sni«ll vessel^ which bore do^n upon 
ibem with full sail. Being apprehensive thai she 
might be a piratical crotser^ though ooly one inaii 
appeared on deck, they fired a shDt, ta shev that 
tbejr were prepared i but it was necessary t0 repeat 
the salute before she chose to sheer off. 

Beiag in want of water, they touched at Liinha on 
tb@ Isle of Bhckles« Here our author oould not hdp 
coniparing the r^fioi^ Greek with the hardy Arabian, 
between whose manners and principles there is so 
great a contrast j though both are equally poor. Tha 
Greek, however* is incomparably the most miserable; 
because be has wants to gratify which the Arab does 
uotknow) and amid all me advantages of an indul- 
gent sky, passes h*»s time^in wishes he*cannot reach, 
and in a akvtsh descendance which the Arab disdains. 

No sooner had they taken in water and provisions, 
and got clear of the bay, than- the Turks, suspecting 
tlieir connection with the Russians, gave them chase. 
The Fretx:h, without displaying symptoms of appre- 
hension, hoisted their flag and pendant ; when the 
Turkish vessel gave over the pursuit, which was so 
far fbrtonate, as they had a ooanttty o( rice on board, 
contrary to an ordinance of the Porte. 

On the 1 Jth of October, they came to an anchor 
at the Isle of Malta, where our traveller met several 
French frigates, ami on board them some of his old 
companions,, whose friendship was not abated by his 
Iwig absence. 

Having afterwards touched at Tunis, on some bo^ 
^iness> they ag^in got under sail ; but being retarded 
by contrary winds, they did not reach Palma, in Sar- 
dinia, till the. 37tb of November. Remaining here 
for a few days, they proceeded on their voyage, and 
on the 5tb of December, 1771, M. de Pag6s, with 
gratitude to Providence for his preservation to tlie 
end of hia travels, again set his foot on his native 
soil ■ . 
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* Unwilling to deprive our reada:9of that pleasure, 
which they cannot fail to tteap from the labours of 
•Qch an ingenious and amiable man as M. de Pages, 
we subjoin a brief account of two voyages he after- 
wards made: one towards the south, and the other 
towards the north pole. As our own navigators. Cook 
and Mulgrave, have furnished the world with ample 
and satisfactory details in both those directions, we 
filiall principally confine ourselves to what appears 
novel in place and remark. 



VOYAGE OF 
M. DE PAGieS, 

TOWARDS THE SGUTH POLE, 
IN 1773 AND 1774. 



THE French government, having determined to 
promote discoveries in unexplored regions of 
the globe^ orders were given for the equipment of a 
ship called the Rolland^ and a frigate^ to be employed 
on an expedition to the South Seas. 

It was with peculiar satisfaction, M. de Pages says, 
that he found he was to have a command on this oc- 
'^casion. - He was invested with the charge of what- 
ever service on shore the circumstances of their dis* 
ooireries might re^^uirej and he found, by their in- 
. stcoctions, that they were to touch at the Cape of 
Good Hope,' and afterwards at the Isle of France, 
before they prck:eeded southward. 
' They set Sail from the port of Brest on the 26th 
of March I773, with a fair wind) and on the 4th of 
- April saw TeneriiFe. In tlie beginning of May they 
had a distant view of Martin Vas's Isles ^ and on the 
25 th of that month, came in sight of the Table of the 
Cape. Our traveller, with his usual love of nature, 
in Its most undisguised form, made several excursions 
among the Hottentots, and was charmed with the 
simplidty^ of their manners; but as we have had oc- 
casion more than once (o describe this singular race, 
we wave particulars, however pleasing a repetitioa 
mi^t be to ourselves. 
.Tht frigate bad sailed from the C^pe for Madagas- 
TOL. xn. . 1* • 
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car on d» 27th of Juiie^ and the RoUand, with M. 
de Pages oo boafd» gut uqder ivsjr on tke llth of 
Jaly. Soon aAsr darkness overspread the hearem, 
and the lightniqg flashed in the most awlal form. 
A vioient storm ^noig^eiled; and though it was n^^ 
the waves, by their collision, produced a gleam of 
electricity^ which enabled iham ta tee ffifttf dearly 
sound them. 

The wind shiftingt Kion bley a perfect fattrncase, 
and the ship lay water logged in the utmost distress. 
Happily she righted, but Niiag afterwards thrown on 
their beam ends, they were obliged to cut away 
the. mizeo-ma^t, an4 mS^teA oM^isr oHtti4eiib(f ^jt^i 
inage. 

The storm abating, th^ rep^ii^ ti^ danu^ in 
tiie best manner that circ^insianQ^ weu}4 allow ; and 
on the 29th they arrived sajk in a Iwhomr^ ^^ ^ 
tiorth*west of the Isle of France. 

H^re they remained twp months in equtppins the 
ship for a southern navigations part of wh^ ttque, 
however, they speQt on th^ fsle of BouiIhhi. 

Both Uie population and ^ productions pf tbea^ 
(oS Bourbon are vastly superior to those of the Iste cf 
mnce. "this ^ppeatf^ce, so litde expected, 'm4ai> 
edM.de fag6s to make enquiry into the qiose^ and 
after infi^rmtqg hira$df respecting tlip succoois affixd- 
ed to both settlement^ by the mo^bfr omn^^ be 
found a confirmation of his old maxims, (1)^ ^^r 
pllcity of manners, and a 4iUg^t cul^iy^pn of ^ 
soil, form the op!fy solid ba^is of a flourishing pqpni- 
htion. These are the only arts J(nown to tjbp Bpur- 
bonnoisi when?^ the prevalent crfvat^ity |iii4 iiH 
trigue in the Isle pf Franoe has damped its piosperi^, 
and greatly retarded the advantages whicn its situa- 
tion commands. 

With a view to discover asoatbem continent, then 
Ae common illusion erf" navigators and phUqioplieni, 
they set Sail 911 tfa^ 29th 9t October. On |(ie Ipth 
Vf next month they sirr|ved in latitude ?S d^gi^es 



lonilt, witb hasar ynmbeiti and liett diy tbtf sai^ 
twf>|ooaiett^ of a gcef G^ur, birds which are ge^ . 
neniuj discovered m tbeviciftitjof bnd. 

Forieveiid^miGoeedfng dajs they ihet with similar 
vestiges of appcoachioff some coatinent or itlaiids^ but 
were still disappointed in their expectaticAis. 

Ob the m of De<»mt»er> Imcijg then in latttoila 50 
degrees^ they had a fall of sHow which contifHied ftr 
ndie tHne with h^rf gales of «^nd« 

On the 4tfi, the seat shone out in dl hh ndeodoor^ 
aad the winds died away ^ bat this agreeable cbang£ 
WM of short dnratioB} for next day the snow, stormy 
asdhase reoommenced, and they had little fine i^ea* 
tKer till the I4tb, on which day they discovered a 
inge Shdal of ice; «pppar^ntly stationary | and soob 
mar, the nm at the mast head, cried out, land. 

It fHtnned to be a moantiinotts coast of a vcry^ 
nigged aspect, and apparratly iatersetrted io many 
^ces by tiie tmpetaoQS faU of torrents. The inter idir 
coantry^ as fiar as they co^ discover, was wrapped 
in snow; and akmg tho coa^t were many beaocilal 
cascades, fed by the. melting of the inland snow* A 
thru tticted with a lively verdure, produced b^ some 
slEtggliiig thickets of shrubbery, jdmed the sea 
tfanrngb 8 chasm in th^ momitain. The latitude cf 
tiib::|^aoe was 49 ^degrees 10 minutes^ longitude ^ 
degmea l^sftimites from Paris. 

Caastfng ^almig, 4bey picked op some pieces of 
coral, «f.8 daq^' led, and discovered an island, to 
whidrtlm gave the name of Re^mion, and soeix 
after anotheri which they called Isle de drois. A 
kmd of fprwnentory, t6 id^h they gave the spptlh-^ 
titeof Cape Shm^ next ^eo«ed itself, with a 
coast stretching to theisrMHb-^ast. ' 

Having made a general survey of the coast, which 
Ae)r cmwdeitd as a contiHeDt, on the ad of January 
1774, they Impaired to the hfai of Jtsi^suitoa, and latai* 
ing, took a formal possesi^'Of their discoveries. 
1 be coast of this islknd is bfty bnotgrceny and swarms 



88 PAOE'3* rOTAGS TOWARDS 

with a*spedie8 of bustard. The sand wa^cotretvd 
with penguins and ^ea-Hons,, whidi ftiora tbdr ap- 
parent exemption from alarm> at tfaek approiai^y 
deemed to assure them that the CDiintiy was totalfy 
uninhabited. The S6il produces grass^ but thef saw 
not a single tree. " 

" Oh the morning of the gth^ they sent out a boat 
in search of penguins and bustards, which ^bre so 
tame* that they suffi^d themselves to be knodked 
on the head.' In. a shott time the sky became over- 
cast, and the boat, in trying to 6hter the road^ wai 
suddenly driven back by a violent gust of wiiid, wm, 
and hail. Immediate assistance was sent frotirdia 
Holland; but the men were quite exhausted wkh 
fatigue before they could be taken up^ and the boat 
immediately sunk. . ' . ". .\ 

The cold was most intense during thl^ storm | the 
sails became like a perfect sheet of ice, and the.tiien 
were so benumbed, that they could not hatidle thieoa. 
Ye^ this was in the middle of the fine se^n; ' 4^4 
corresponding to the 9th of July/ in the noftlMshi 
hemisphere* " \ 

.' After encountering many dangef^ on thisiitiboBpit- 
dble coast> they quitted their cnlise, ahd set sail for 
the island of Madagascar. They soon perceived an 
agreeable mitigation in the severity of the atmosphere; 
and the traiisition from an extreme cold t6 a milder 
climate gave them severe pains in their bowelsj which 
were only the prelude to that formidable jdi^dase,, the 
sciarvy^ which no^w began to tnanifest itself. 

On the 2i8t they djropped anchor iu Antdngilbajy 
close to a creek^ in the island of Marrosse. On this 
little island .they erepted t^ts, for the accoomioda- 
tion of such as w^re ill of the. scurvy. From the 
woods they were plentifiiHy sup{)lied with lemons, 
plne-apple3» and other druit; while fowls and fnski 
. meat were procuh^ front the Indian vills^, whence 
the sick derived the agreeable prospect of a Speedy 
recDvery. 



Matettcir is about nine hundred mikf IoBg» ^^^ 
oQeiumdred bro^^ ecrd» next tp/JBorneo, is tinp moat 
exCimsiVe lalnnd in the world. As it lies between the 
liA and i6ih degree of latitude, it is favoured witb 
a nild.and agreeaUe climate. The soil is luxuriantly 
krfhsi^ travelers, and e^ecially botanists, wb<o pro- 
cess to be accurate observers of nature> maintain that 
she ;no where lavishes her. bosnty with equal pro* 
di|^iiy as in this island. Here she indulges in a po* 
cvlliar dn|>lay of vigorous and multifarious vegetation. 
7ti« country, from its vast e^itent south and norths 
iw^udet various modifications of dimate, and che<» 
nshiea the productions of trofHcal as well as more 
tfinperate regions. In particular the fruit Rabinsarm 
which IS comason it^ the woods^ is hi|^hly valuable | 
and aceor<iiog to onr author, unites in it the qualjiiea 
of doves* cinnamon, and nutm^ y and when gather* 
edalittte before it is ripe, is capable of supplying the 
nkcf o^ those spices. The number of rivers ia Ma« 
dagsttcar, the superior quality of its animals, the g]:eat 
abundance of corn, indigo, and sugar, with many 
ether vq(etabie productions, all concur in attesting 
the luxuriant fertility ojf the soil. 

H. de tages;» as was roost congenial to his mind, 
^plicfd himself chie^y to the study of the manners 
and principles of action of the people among whon)i 
he now resided. The litde island of Marrosse did 
not escape his attention ; but as his connection with 
his countrymen was unfavourable to his views, he 
detached himself Irom them, and embarking in ^ 
little canoe for a distant village to purchase provisions, 
had veiy nearly lost his life in the violent surf on tho 
shore. 

l*he Indians, however, received him, as soonai 
)ie landed, with kindness, and otTcred their services 
to bslst and relieve him. He was conducted to the 
nnnsion of the chief of the village, and well acconi^ 
nodated. A crowd of Indiat)s tbllowed him into his 
bed-room, who beha\ cd respectfully ; but tired kiii^ 



wkh' Xhiit 'company. The femalet MUscbi^ laflt^ 
and seemed^ bj the faciKtj of thmr maoQers, to give 
a colour to the relations of travellers reipecting the 
freedoms of the sex in the island of Madagascar. ' 

In the morning M. de Pag^ received an obliging 
message from the chief; inviting him to aisstst m 
drinking toe^ or toster^ a liquor consisting of the juice 
of the sagar-cane fermentfld with myrtle and mus- 
tard. He had the honour to be placed at the upp^ 
end of the room* and having drank the diidPs healthy 
and attended his levee for more thah two hoars^ he 
took his leave. 

A few hours afterwards he received an invitation 
to dinner, on which occasion the chief was attended 
only by his own family^ and the women performed 
the office of menial servants. The board was ibr- 
ntsbed with rice, piled upon fig-leaves and gami^ed 
with pieces offish and fowl, dressed with di^fbrent 
sorts of herbs.^ Fig-leaves were alto substituted for 
j^tes and spoons. 

. Our traveller had taken ciire to provide some wine, 
and in a short lime the entertainment became tole- 
rably gay. At the conclusion of the visit, the chief 
was complimented with a few bottles of the inspiring 
jntce; while his wife and daughters were grati^d 
with some large needles. 

In the evening M. de Pag6s arrived at the viHage 
of Mahahlevou, where he proposed to reside Itor 
tome time. It- is most agreeably situated, a small 
distance from the shore, on a rivulet whofse banks are 
diversified with tufts of wood and meadow ground. 
At high water, this village is completely insulated by 
a little canal in the sand. The bouses have inter*^ 
mediate n)aces between them, presenting the swee( 
Verdure ot^arious trees and vegetables. The pope* 
iation of the village is conjiiderable. 

The day after our travellcir settled here, a French* 
wn^n, wholived rn a atate of nnimacy with a daughter 
of the chief, baiiDg somewhat ttbruptJ^ withdrawn 
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&U assidQitiet, gave such offeuee to the &tber» that 
he refused to part with some bullocks he had con- 
J^fi^^Bd to seU'for the use of the ship, till the faithless 
kMier ^lottki return to his mistress. 
* * A' firc^osidoQ so smgolar coald sot fail to excite 
par trareller'^ sorprise ; particularly when he saw the 
^requiskian of the chief treated as. an object of grave 
^libenUton, in an assembly of the principal inhabi- 
taiK5. From the sequel of the business, however, 
he had cuflficient rea^n to be satisiied that all this 
arose, fcom a qieicenar)'' prmciple ; and that it was 
no more than a finesse to extort some additional 
{vesents. 

; B(U. though th^j appeec sdfisb in their intercourse 
vith strangers in general, this principle is not dis* 
covenMe iBthtir connection. and relation with each 
ciUifr. On the «. other liuid they daily mterchange 
civilities from the purest dimntexest. 
. After IVL de Pages. liad been a few. days in this 
piece, the French governor of the new csolosKy quar- 
reUing w|lfa a chief of some conseqnnce^- rashly ga ve 
orders to £tte upon hinii which the Indian retorted 
with b^eoming spirit, and dignity. Alarm twas soon 
spread orer die G0umiy» la consequence of those hot- 
tUiries, and .ihe chief of Mahaokvoup colleotittg his 
followers, prepared to stand on bis defence. , 
IrOur trft^eiler and three other strangers^ C9t>ld.n0t 
£?e&t themselves of apprehension at beiag involved 
in this dilemma. Their aniiiety did not escape the 
penetration of the chief : he imiDediately'stepped iiar« 
^ard to reniove their fears* to e^^poess hii^xoncem 
for the interruption of the public tranquiUit|r; but lo 
assure them^diiiat whatever might be.the issue of the 
contest, they should be esteemed aud treated as ius 
intends, as long as they td^os^ to live under the pro- 
tection of his roof. •. ^ .. « « 
. Xhevmagec^ Malianlevou, however, was uo bngjtr 
^t peaceful netiieat of tlte cui^tciuplative : all ..was 
ckuooor and coufiuioii;. and* MxaTiXm^t^ihfd iu> 



other altemnUve bm to fcttmi to tbe diip> tiboif lili» 
left this place with rpgfet. 

The brencb cviih} tx)t be hetled b7 tbe lemttt 
hand of negotiatiooi mmI nothing len tW an wfptA 
to armt voold m^fy tbe govefBofi Hsviqg lesmvad 
to seize the penpnof the chief, or to bcfnibisTiU^, 
be demanded aiiiitlii^ fipfn the shipsi vluch tbqr 
did not think tbennrlves kt liberty to fefoie. 

But what a viobHiflft yfn» thk pf every ti« of social 
convention ! Thoy. ^fireco now gcmig, in ood blood* 
to oaf ry fire and awoid apiast a man with whom 
theyb^ formedy intendiMiged pcearatf ; who bad 
even aiade them a viait 'of confidence and afictkfi 
only a few days bcfbn^ aMnded bjrbis wivos anl 
^i^hters. 

Oortravdltr says itia in^KwiiUo to ekpeaastba 
indignaticm he felt at tbe conduct of tbe govasaor. 
Aoian, beobseilre^ bntjasttoietfadfiromiibsciise 
It^f to a aasponsibjcf situatiao* and who bad Ttt tbe 
pr^autuptiaii lu piostituta tbe intemts and Inresof 
two natioiiSi to gratify a personal animosity) a niaa» 
who, wpawM aneiKb to admkof no competition 
bctwcoo bis owii rights and those of otbefs, did not 
>cr^^ to disgaso^ the honour atid jnstioa of bis 
couotfy by the parpetratioii of the basast brimes! 

t% was with unspeakabjo satisfactioii our tcavdkr 
Saw4 that ^ waa ^ havo oo share in thecaospaigo 
ffppiinst the natives. Tboogb it is tbe del^ of aoS* 
)itary man to meal danger jo the cause of biscomtqr* 
anid to d eif st ail sach criminal designs as nuty tend 
to difi^ifb or mbtert tbe poblte peace awl secsrity} 
this certrinly does not imply the tacit develiedon af 
diaiacter ftt a mond Wfit« or the absdusebaner aad 
nlienatioo of reason* lmr« and liberty^ 

TboariaMsoftbt governor betrayed a young offi- 
cer, of ondoobtod ooniagOt into soch a scaaa oif ini- 
foity as nsmt bava fanbittcred bis mind with abtoie 
and lomorsa to liia b^ period of bis Hfis. This 
yoiiift nianj abite bisaiiiral, had iiml With tfaacbkf. 
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who was naw to become the- victim <of the governor'* 
reseotment, and had received, tinder his roof> ever^ 
TKitkof confidence and hospitj^i^. In the inter- 
course, of domestic life, he had tasted the pleasures 
f^loye>-biei3ded with the tnost genuine sentiments of 
fh&id^ipi a Ktate of happiness which he had long 
ei^oyed, and which had only btfenf interrCipted two 
dajrt before. But viewing the prc^tit as an excellent 
opportUnkf of displaying the gefi^s and talents of a 
soldier, M Ihe endearing^ ties <>f love and hospitality 
were dissolved in a moment.' He availed himself of 
his^libcal kiiowledgeof the touhtry, and conducted 
hU men, \yy intricate patlis, only known to himself, 
to^invettffae mansion of his benefactor. 

The village and the fort of the chief were speedily 
MlooMl.to a6he$,» but 1th« inhabitants being apprized 
of (be approach ef the enemy^ had taken shelter in 
tlM-woods/ A 'fe^^ttfiitn women fell into their 
ban^^, captives Who .«*#>ed to the depredations of 
^ti ail exemptioiVlfrom the rais^jries 6f perpetual 

• 'niejrodps Retorted to the governor infill- the ex- 
ldtati(«*l>r trhihipli, iand pTeseiitedhra*>R^i«*»o'few 
articles ^f Indial^ fhmituire f' spoils tot little l^med 
to grlM tbe-'ifrms^ or -gmtifyihei' avarice^ ofc bis do- 
piUKleDts. '- '•- - ••'•'• '•— " . ' •*•>■•'■ ■■■''' ■' 
''^Frbin Ibe'hair/ «omp]^xl6n, and^mak^ ^the ha- 
tWes*ofJ^ftikgaacaH, itappeSrs as if ^ they were 4*- 
steia^ed from difl^m raceSMsf'mei)^ - fttUh(»iv dispo;* 
fition^^y are livefy andobligibg'^ bftt wholly defiti- 
mb^^ii gemas, vain, nifhiiii^i^i ''Mid^ kfteiiested. 
iP^^Mpt III Ihe ilse^^d>0p{tlifeirtioa 'laf^tb^t bedi^r 
J3Gu]lie»; btt^ without ^be.t^d'^rli'^^mfiG^^^ 
day thing like prineiffte add tffsiem> J- ^'^ • ■'^■ 

•THheywisftr asiafirDn^a^th^ girdto, ^'d soitK^thing 
«{^ same kind oii-their^^KiQlde^ ;i^ d bonnet in 
f^ of aii unAbrella. '^ $ he ha^t is^ilinabed*^ into sm^J 
li^jses^ . aadth^ belird is suffered iib^c^W only-<u2 the 
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Tbe women have expressive /aices^ and aie ^» 
nerally of the middle siase, or rather under itj aocl 
tliough few can be called uglj^ scarcely ady can be 
ranked among the handsome, or pretty pert of the' 
sex. Tbey tie a long apron round their waist, with 
a kind of under waistcoat, Whieh barely covers the 
breasts. They arc^ fond of silver ornaments about tbe 
neck azui arms. Their hair is formed into a mul- 
titude of little tresses, variously <i^posed, accord- 
ing to the particular faiacy or the taste of the ia« 
dividual. 

The men are little addicted so agricnltUre, and arb 
more inclined to look after their cattle, whkh xoBoik 
in the woods. On the women is chiefty devcdved the 
care of cultivaiing the fields, of raising rice, com, 
and fruits, particularly the Cassava> or Madagascar 
bread-tree. 

Their codEimon ^lod oonsisto of rice, baaaDM, mbA 
dried fish ; they consume very little of fix^sh meat. 
or fresh fish'. Their usual beverage is rice water, or 
the juice of the sugar-cane, fermented with pioieiito 
and mustard. 

Their houses are small, and awkwardly eonstmi^ 
ed. The wahs are formed {^bulrushes, and the roef 
covered with plantain leaves. The prindpal part of 
the timber work consists of massy pieces of wood, 
while tbe rest is q£ bamboo, veiy txiartificially dee- 
cuted. The flqor is raised considerably .^ibove fi» 
level of the ground, to avoid the exhalations of thp 
soil. Humble as these stractures are, thej are wieA 
adapted for health, and guard them from the aiiinjr- 
ance of serpents, and varioiis noxious insects. . ^ 

Though the natives, of this isbod have iio fegfilift 
form of religions worship, yet they adore on Su- 
preme Being, as the pataoo of iustice aodi^obdMss, 
who will judge mea after 4eatb, mi revrard oi;'pbr 
nish them for their demerits or good actioin. TTfe 
rite of circumcision is geaeially perfomtf^'** 
males bietwcen the seventh and e^hth.ysar^^ 
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flf^;'biitioiiietimes at a later period. The day of 
QnramcisiQD is sdemnised in femilies \trith moch 
joy aod fefftivity, and concludes with the^singolar 
atttom of firing from a mnsket the foreskin of the 
patient 

They believe alsd in a devils or evil being ; and 
npotrthis article of their creeds is founded the craft 
ofthepansaret^ or magician^ who, being supposed 
to defeat or controul the machinations of the invisible 
eneniy^ practises a thousand tricks on the credulity 
of the multitude. Few Indians, indeed, of good 
sense, give credit to the virtue of his enchantments j 
bat the more ignorant and superstitious, who always 
compose die great mass of the people in every country, 
suffer themselves to be sadly duped by his ^aud and 
imposittoa. 

Amulets of a species of wood, suspended round the 
neck, or preserved in a little bag, are supposed to se* 
cure the -possessor against wounds, or the disasters of 
vrar. A shrimp, or toad, applied with words of 
magical power to the head of a uatient, is expected 
to restore him to his wonted health. Exposing the 
sick in a hut of s^certgiu elevation, with an eastern as* 
pect, from which is let fly an assemblage of partv- 
ooloQved threads, is deemed a sovereign remedy in the 
raoit desperate cases. A cure is sometimes expected 
firora painting the posts of the patifnt^s honse with 
difierent colours. PtarfunAes mix in abundance in 
all the arts and enchantments of the magician > and 
thouj^ the greatest part of this,' no doubt, is impos* 
ture, the effects of effiovia lare not unknown to the 
physician or th^ philosopher. 

Madagascar presems the traveler with many 
other' absurd Observances, of which it may be diA- 
colt to trace the origin ; bcrt which, in general, «eem 
to be the barbaroos vtsttib ef rdif^oos notions, in- 
distinctly transmitted toj^ people from their Asiatic 
aet^boun. 

Que bonjd instance of savq^ sspefstttion with 
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pain 'we record. When an infant |ias the mififortune 
to drop into the world oh a day esteemed uniuckf , 
or of bad omen by the pansaret, he is exposed, orstUf- 
fered to die of want^ or to be devoured by the wild 
beasts. 

They are accustomed to hunt the whale all along 
their coasts and having been fortunate enough to 
strike him with the harpoon, they watt till fais 
strength is nearly exhausted, when they haul him to- 
wards the shore. The women watching their suc- 
cess, having by this time assembled on the beach^ 
raise songs of praise in honour of him ^ who had 
the merit of giving the first wound. The chorus 
having withdrawn, the whale is dr^ged as near as 
possible to land, and surrounded by all the printnpal 
men of the village, when the public orator advances, 
and having pronounced a long oration on the pre- 
eminence and excellent qualities of the fish« he is cut 
lip, and affords an immediate repast to the assembly. 

All matters of dispute receive a formal discussion 
in the palaver, or council of the tribe. Here too all 
public business is solemnly and deliberately discussed; 
and much time is taken in weighing the a:guizients 
of different speakers. 

With all this affectation of gravity, however, the 
inhabitants of Madagascar have a. weak intellect, and 
are tar from being qualified, by a sound understand- 
ing, to avail themselves of maxims drawn from ex- 
perience, in considering the contingencies of futurity, 
besides, as the country is divided into many small 
and independent states, the interest of any individgal 
community becomes very: much involved, insomuch, 
that it is difficult to determine what line of conduct 
is- most eligible. But their chief misfortune, as poli- 
tif^ians and toen of business, originates in the versa- 
tality of their own minds, which can never be fixed 
to one precise object. 

Property in this islaiid consists in cattle,, grain, and 
aUves. Every person who has . had the wistortijiie. to 
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be made a prisoner of war, man* woman, ca cHild, 
is reduced to- slavery, and from that moment ia 
regarded by his own kindred as an object of coin 
tempt. 

Their arms consist of a shield afid a kind of lance^ 
which they have the art of throwing with peqiiliar 
address. They are also pretty well provided with 
muskels, which they have purchased of the French, 
aud in the iise of which they are not unskilful. A 
few of the petty princes have procured swivel guns 
from ihe same quarter j and it is said, that one of 
them is in a condition to bring cannon into the field.. 

On ilie eve of w^ar, the women, children, and cattle^- 
retreat to the woods, and remain in concealment till 
the issue of the campaign. The village is then oc** 
cupied only by the men, who/ previously tc^ an act of 
hostility, sacrifice an ox. An Indian, distinguished 
for his eloquence, then rises and makes a long ha- 
rangue on the arrogance and injustice of the enemy : 
his coimtrymen meanwhile dipping their lances in 
the blood of the victim. The carcase. is then cut in 
pieces w'^ih the skin, and distributed among the by- 
standers, who instantly devonr each man his portion 
with the most horrid voracity > a cereniony sufficiently 
descriptive of those ferocious sentiments with which 
ihey proceed to vindicate their, rights, or avenge 
their wro9gs. Tlieir operations in the fidd are of a 
very de^iultory nature, consiisting chiefl^y in « teasing 
and harassing the enemy, or in attempting to sur- 
prjse him when disadvautageously posted^ or in tli» 
night.- ...... 

If they have reason to imagine that the enemy is^ 
otf bis guard, or little prepared tiL>r. the defence of bis 
ion, they fiirmed. a blockade round it, and endegvour^ 
by a CQ\^*de-main, to make the.chief a prisoner of 
^-ar. Bhoiild tliey hav< the good fortune to sacoted, 
they plunder his vilhgc, drive oS his cattle^ andeo'^ 
slave his vassals ; but seldom, or never come, to any. 
thibg like a regukur engagement* v -vt . . • 

VOL. Xll. - . K 
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llies^ people are susceptible of very violent enoal* 
ties I and soffletitnes they exi^ute on their devoted 
tiah^cH the most deliberate crueltieft. Oar traveller 
taw a chief dressed in a necklace, formed of the teeth 
of a rival, whom he had slain in battle. A man of 
the first quality » having captured a daughter and a 
cousin of an Qi>uo3biou9 neighbour, ordered them into 
his preaeoee; and in cold blood, with a single sH^e 
of his lancet kilkd the former, and dismissed her oom* 
panioQ to carry home the dismal news to the parent. 

. It seems that the sensibility natural to maa m a 
lavage state, when exasperated or provoked, acta as 
an incentive to tlie cruelty of his revenge. The 
savage of America will welcome a stranger to hia but, 
and refresh him with the best he can coaunaDd, 
while th^ scalp of aneneoiy hangs dangling round 
his neck. The new Zealander sates his appetite with 
the quivering limbs of a guest, who, from tolly or in- 
gratitude, rouses him intoa pnoxism of rage. The 
native of Madagascai;, while he lives and associates 
with a stranger as a brother, will, with great conapo- 
aure, pull out the teeth of. a man whom he slew in 
his anger; these ate the spoils which at once sooth 
hia rage and adorn his person. Such is man, under 
the uncootrottled influence of passion, and devoid of 
religion and monls. 

. The customary use of p|»sents is the same here as 
in India. It is the business of the inferior to make 
the iirst advance, aa well aa^ the first present ; but he 
Ss sure of a return. This custom of giving and re- 
ceiving presents,' form9 the bond of union between 
strangers en4 the odental nations; and where the 

Ktection of a chief is not only necessary to security, 
subsistence, we ought not too hastily to condemn 
a practice di&rreDt fi*oin our own. Here presents 
are publicly 'given ^ with us the same effect is often 
ptoduoed by the less honourable means ol* privato 
(fattticieaaDo aolicitations. 
The natives of Madagascar indulge in all the 
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office of hospitality; a virtue which is nijtbcrthe 
result of a natnral iinpulse of the hearty th6u the 
practice of any fixed axid defiaed precept, such as 
ibunds the exercise, of it in the sMtioDs of Asia« 
When some travellers tell us^ however, that in Ma- 
dagpascar the offices of hospitality are carried to such 
a pitch of extravagance, as to make it castomary for 
parents to prostitute their chUdreii to the enhraces of 
6tningers> they speak either from ignoruice, or from 
a desire of exciting wonder in their readers. From 
a closer inspection of their manners, it will be found, 
that tlje little regard shown to chastity among that 
people, may be revolved into a covetous principle of 
parents, assA a iong acquaintance with tii^ prop^isi- 
tics of dissolute men. 

Besides the article of presents, the duef, by means 
of hb daaghters, whq act as spies on the sentiments 
and conduct of the paramour, obtains such intelli-* 
gcnoe as ia sometimes conducive to his safety and in« 
dependence. Thus the young ladies of Madagascar, 
habituated to intrigue, prompted by the political and 
mercenary views of their parents, and captivated by 
the charm of some new personal ornament, cease to 
be reluctant to the vows of their admirers. 

In the language of this island, which is by no means 
harsh or disagreeable, M. de Fttgit observed some of 
the same infi^ons of v<»ce which occur in that of 
the Philippine isles. It seems to be a compouiid of 
different disklects, and contains many words borrowed 
from the Arabic and Portuguese. 

But to return to the history of the voyage. The 
French who -bad been ill of the scurvy, were now iti 
a state of coavalescenoe ; fflxl as the offiom wereafraid, 
lest longer delay nought expose tfaeoi to the malignant 
lefers a( the country, they laid in r fipe»h stock of rice, 
beef, aod pouhryi and on the 99th of M^rch fell down 
the ba)r. « Having dispatched the corvet to .thalsle of 
France, they made sgil with the frigate for the Cane 
ef Good Hope^ but with aUthe exp«dkioa they could 
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M9C, Symptoms of the eptdeaiic fevers of the dknate 
' began fo appear before they left the coast, origiaatiiig 
no doubt from the setting in of (he rainy season. 

On the 2(;th of April, the appearance of some man- 
ches de velour or velvet sleeVes, as they as they called, 
announced their approach to Naedle Bank, which runs 
along the shore, eastward of the Cape. The 1st of 
May brought them within sight of the African coast; 
bat the north wind barring their entrance into False 
Bay, they proceeded to SiiBon's Bay^ where they 
dropped anchor. - 

The seeds of febrile infection, caught at Madagascar, 
now shewed themselves in the mortality of many of the 
Bhip->{ company. It was found, however, that a ma|Y>- 
rity of the sufferers had imprudently exposed them- 
selves eiflier to the rain or the heat of the sun. Hap- 
pily the salubriotu air of the Cape sopn begad to pto- 
<iucc symptoms ofcrecovery. > 

M. de Pages now employed himself in traversihg 
the mountains, from which he returned laden with 
piauts; or in the amusement of tishing, which he found 
cxtrtmely productive; 

in his excnittiODs he frequently saw a small species 
of stag, and a rtee of very large monkeys. His ear 
vas delighted with the music of h small yellow bird, 
like the greenfinch-; nor wai he less charmbd with the 
melody of ^oiothar species of the aainesize, remarkable 
ibr his length^f tail. 

June 20th, they set sai4- for Europe ; but the wind 
continuTug unfjJvourable till the 4th of aext inbntb, 
they made little progress; howevef on the follow- 
ing dayn they proceeded with -sttciitavourable gales, 
that they crossed the line on the 28th, and contiixmng 
their voyage withimt any inlertuption, on the 8th of 
. September they entened the road of Br^st. 



V6VAGE OF 

M. DE page's, 

TOWARDS THE KORTB POLEj 



IN bis former voyages and travels M. de Pag6 bad 
obtained a considerable knowledge of the torrid' 
and temperate zones. In his last voyage, having be» x 
come acquainted with the inhospitable genius of the 
South Seas, he felt a strong propensity to visit the hy» 
perbor^an regions, and to be able to ascertain the truth 
of some comparative remarks he had naade, betweeu 
the high latitudes towards either pole. 

Being on board a frigate at Toulon> under sailing 
orders for the port of Brest, he po sooner arrived there 
than he solicited and obtained the marine ministerHi 
approbation of his intended voyage, and prepared to 
proceed to Holland, where he had no doubt of finding 
H ship destined ibr the North Seas. 

After waiting in Holland three weeks^ the merchants 
to whom M. de Pagds had letters of recommendation, 
by their good offices, assisted in procuring him a pas* 
sage on board a ship bound for Spitzberi^en, apd oti 
the l6tb of April 1776, they sailed from the Texel. 

Entering the German Ocean by the southern pas- 
sage of that channel, they stood to the north, and the 
20tfo, were coasting along the Shetland Islnnds>$ but 
the wi^ather W9s so hazy, that they passed them with- 
out seeing them. Tbe distance between Shetland 
and the coast of Norway is only forty-five leagues. 

On the 23d> being in latitude q6 deg. %^ min. norths 
a babbling appearance of the water admonished them 
of currentSj th^ direction of which they found to be 
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towards the north*. It snowed -in ]at^e flakes^ and 
Heaumnr's thermometer stood a fraction above four 
degrees. TfcieKiold, as well as the aspept of the skies, 
was nearly the same as in the South Seas ; but with 
this material difference, that here the weather was 
«a!m, and^hecold uniform; whereas, in the South Sea, 
it is capricious and irregular ; besides the season was 
greatly more advanced in the latter than the former 
region. 

On the 26th, they ceased to have the return of iligbt, 
and could distinguish objects at the distance of three 
^leagues, at the riooa of night. 

On the 30th, they shot north of the cape of the great 
continent, on which voyagers have engraved, ** Hie 
stetimus nobis ubi defuit orbis,** " Here ends our 
voyage, where the world fails us." The mercury re- 
mained fcr three days below frost ; and they had un- 
remitting snow, whieh fell not in fiakes, but4n thin 
scales, small starSj or fine down* The sky was very 
-ix^autiful, though the cold was' most intense. . 

May 2d« the wind blew fresh from the soutb-^east. 
The w^r dashed over their heads, slnd f^eze on the 
4eck aiid ngging ; while the S^a formed a kind of hoop 
^bout the sides of the vessel, consisting of an incrust- 
ation three inches thick. Next day they crossed 77 
4eg.' 14 mini of <dbserved latitude, their longitude being 
3 (^'Sg. 12 min. east. 

The high wind commenced in a irery unfavourable, 
moment ; for, in the morning of the 3d of May , having 
reached the ice, they had rather precipitately pressed 
^he ship among the shpals. 

. M, de Pages observed wiih surprise, however, that 
ifi proportion as they advanced into the ice, the wind 
u^oderated, and the heavens increased in serenity 
and beauty, Itisumuch that, while they enjoyed the 
jSnest weather in the world, they saw at the horizon 
irhe region they had lately quitted, dark, and probably 
iBinbroiled with a strong g«le. 

lu the ijlieruooa, th.^y discovered tlie sncAvy mouu- 
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(ains mliiebays of Clock and HavrisouadrTbempuDr 
tains of Clock may be distinguished by their. superior 
tnagnihide and lofty crestsj which sustaia a number 
of summits rising to a point • .-t 

. The south wind having drifted the shoals of .ic<$ 
hack fom the open sea in grtsat quantities, their pre* 
sent navigation became somewhat less embarrassing^ 
iht greatest distance between the shoals did not appeAC 
to exceed a cable's length, and this interval was cptn- 
monly occupied by an icy wrtsck. . i 

Thus fer their navigation had received little inter- 
roption ; but being now in a very Itigh latitude, : they 
he^n to encounter nunierous shoals, which presented 
the appearance ef an extensive coast. Some of the 
masses appeared stationary, projeci:ing. in capes and 
'promontories, while others drifted fr^yly with the 
^n^rrcnt. . 

. The little noise and hustle occasioned in navigating 
the ship, the tranquillity of the frozen sea, the stilne%s 
of an unruffled atmosphere, diffitse a mpurnfi}! filencp 
over the fiace of -tliose snowy regions j a silence which 
is only interrupted by the cries of th« Ret^htis, 4s sli^ 
flits from one shoal to another, or by the. undula lions 
.ot'the water in the cavities and creviiies of the ic<t, 
which assumes the most fantastic forms, that fancy 
may picture into almost every representation. • . 

The management of the rudder now becanje an 
object of anxious solicitude. .. The. captain, tailing his 
plaoe at tlie.mast head, made it his business, to d«.scry 
from a distance the most navigable channel, whije Uyo 
pilots, stationed in the shrouds, gave notice to the 
helmsman how he might avoid the adjacent shoals. 
The seamen arranged themselves abaft, and helped to 
facilitate tiie ship s way by means of long poles. 

Tbe patient .Dutchn^n, with phlegm and iudif^W- 
ence, sustained the violent efforts they were obliged 
to use in this pjitlous. navigation; and the vesiij^l was 
ly v ri^^ed, very strong, and in every respect adapted 
lor ibe present service,, which, greatly contributed to 



their pfva^rVBtion amid the sboak wMcU "v^tt^ nd^ 
eontinmlly aisnilisg them* 

On the 4ib the passage dovthward appeared to btf 
eompletejy blocked up. Accordiogiy they stood east 
$nd west in quest off another ebannej, and hitting oh a 
place where the ice seemed weak, they forced ^hei# 
way for some thne $ bat this channel likewise termi^ 
))ating in an universal barrier of ice, they cruised about 
in search of an opening, or suffered themselves to be 
drined wherever there was room. 

Tb^ water being calm, began to congeal around 
ibetb, and being now under the necessity of shifting 
their course with much qintjon and foresight, it was 
thought prudent to moor m a bank, and wait the 
opening of the ice towards the north. 

Here they saw many whales^ of which they were 
£>rtunate enough to catch three. They likewise met 
^with sea unicorns, an animal seldom found *on this 
lide of 80 dqprees latitude. The unicorn seems to 
Itccompanjr t^e whale, being generally xJiscoyered near 
the same place. Both respire, or blow, at the surface 
pf the water. An unicorn of the largest si ^e^ measurpi 
^fteen feet in length. The snout of the male sendi 
ofiFd horizontal toother horn, six or se^^en feet long, 
which at the base is about the thickness of a man's 
}eg, tapering gradually to a point. This horn has all 
the lustre and solidity of polished ivory, and on the 
aurface are gutters running in spiral lin^s. 

As the unicora appears to be th^ friend, so tjie swoid^ 
^h is the n^ortal enemy of the whale, to whom he 
gives battle in a troop, hoaded by a leader pf superior 
eizetobjiMlQwers. 

The ice having opened, they fbund that they had 
drifted considerably to the northward. Same day, ho>t- 
ever, tb^ ffho^ls returned and began to' close around 
them, leaving only here and there a ^maji pool of 
water, formed by the salient angles of the ice. The 
pre w descending on the ice, partly by toving the veS' 
kJ^ And ipartiy b^ pml^ng forward the.i£|iaab^ through 
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which' 'they had been desifnus to |>j\bs, endeaVdnred to 
tree themselves from confinement ; but a ^ead calm 
depriving them al* the use of their mis, tJieir fho^t 
stfeiraons exertions were ineffectual. 

On the lOth, the ship wascompletelf lockfed in by 
the ^loals of \ce, and every fluid spot entirely db- 
appearect; lea^'ing tliena only the dismal prospect 'of 
■one continuous mass of ice /By observatioti they were 
then in lat. 8! degrees.* 

The whole eKpaa«;e of the horizon, except one dark 
speck ia the soudi, appeared ^iiite from Xj^e rejection 
of the snow, a t4rcurastance that' seemed to warn 
them that theseawiisin the same impenetrable state 
to a great extent. The wind wafc westerly. The t*€e 
(hottgh every whene so dose as to prevent the passage 
of a caDoe^ Aras, hf^^ever, Dot very compact; and fearfdl 
lest the shoals Alight be wholly cemented together by 
a strong frost, and every mesms of escape renderesd 
impracticable, they resolved to make a determineki 
•effofMO'rec(^er their liberty; . i- 

The Dutch not unaccustomed to such dang(?rs, at(d 

confiding in thdnr skill and exertions^ did not despni^j 

. and bdlSy jattacked the ice where it seemed .to be j;iU* 

ceptible of this smallest resistance. . They hoisted their 

sails oppo-fite to the' place they meant to penetrate ; 

- a part of the crew, stationed oh each side of the vessel, 

pushed against herein order to widen the channd^ 

•while the men on board propelled her, by ptoshiog 

away the ice at her stern. The united force ot^the 

w'ud; capstan, and poles, producing a violent com- 

prefiiiofl in th^ ctrdjumjacent shoals, the ship got unA?r 

way, entering progressively into places which a kittle 

befbte were tncapttble of admitting the smallest boat. 

This- more than Herculean labour lasted . two da^is, 

when Vit last they worked the ship into a region of 

navVgabk channels^ or incommoded only with^«ach 

receiU accumalatibas of ice, as were unable to obstnCct 

her pii)gress. . , 'i 

' Ou Uie i'lth, their latUud^ was 80 deg.. 38 miii. 
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longitude 4 deg. 25 roiii. from the tn^ridiaii of Paris. 
Taking the advantage of a fktr wind and the opening 
of the i'ce^ they stcKxi 10 th<*80ttth^and on the 14th^ 
cai^e in view of the ^DeviFa Cape, which forma the 
north- west point of Spittbergen. 

The sea was now beootoe moch more open than 
fornuirly : a fresh gale from the south had chased the 
aboalsWoTeii^.whiie tbeciurentain concert with the 
wind had drifted them oonsi^rablf in the same di- 
lection* Oa ib»l5tk, they saw the monotains, 
which conipoae, the bonndary of the plains of Renne- 

r Nearly b Uia situation they now were, the Brtttsh 
iwssels which sailed in 1 Jf^, fot the purpose of mak- 
ing disoovertesy after being locked in lor some thne, 
.Urminafed their expedittoo. it ia pt^tended by soooe 
^t they :arri?ed too hite in the season, and were ndt 
aippriseaiof.the currents which drifted them to the 
nonb'taat of theDevf I'll Ci^e. 

On the l&ih, it blew with consideTable fierce, when 

yielding to the joint impulse .<^ the winds and Cur- 

■TftnUi- ihey soon found themselves in latitude 81 deg. 

Vhera^lh^ sea was conaiderably open, and free from 

l^oala. * Thty were, now less, thmi one hundred and 

^igtHv leageea distant from the pole, the idea of 

.W»iw. served aafficiently to awaken Quraathor*scu- 

jriosity. f;Had. he been able t6 insph-e his cdn^ootons 

wtlfa sentiments «mtlar to his. own, thi^ winds and the 

cucMttta; which at that moment carried them rsjjptdly 

towards the pdie, a region hitherto deemed inaccessible 

io the. eye vlmarUiMt would have been aalixied with 

. tqclftwations of joy; 

. Thiaquatter, however, is not tb^ most ^ig^iAe^ for 

•axich .an enterprise, as the sea lyings ki -the vicftiitybf 

those banks of i^ sa^lbequent a little farfhertd'^e 

vwest, it tnueh tea confined.. Nevertheless; M^de 

- >lflfeaei?m> to think that a voyage t6 the pole ia^iiot 

.ie:(M»eriealk)eas at the same time that- Ire whe^uh- 

:4aitfetei it^:ougfa|ta^te potieitt: under «iany:^tqi;acis 
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and dMhgsrs, smd particularly diilfiil in the practical 
navigatioo of the U:f regions. 

On |he 1st of the motitb» being in ]at. 74 deg. our 
aadior tried some sxpertioMitf on sea water^ and 
found that one bundled poands gare four pounds 
thii?e quarters Y>f. ash 3 wten north of lat. 80deg. it 
yielded no uord than foar poonds 1 a proof that th^ 
intensity ofthecx)kl has a proportioiiable dfect la 
sweeteoii^ the briny fluid. 

On the I7tb, they anchored on thelsleof Araster*^ 
dam, which is about three feagves io length, by two 
in breadth. The anchoring ground is in a creek east 
j&omihe Devil's Gape, though there ave other stations 
where ships may ride in security. 

They had again launched into the iee, and on tb6 
24th of May were in latitude 79 deg. The wind had 
been fivourable for several days, though the weather 
was excesmvdy Qok],^the thermometer behig 1 1 de^. 
below the freezing point. They had i t e q iie n t falls 
of soow> and the sea was froron all roood them to 
the depth of five or six inches. 

On the 2dth, they ^eot^red that vetion WhMi If 
diiefiy ciccupied by banks of ice^ wtenle it Ittf beeft 
named i>y navigators, the West Coast. Here a daz- 
aling whiteness overspraading the western qiaarter 
£tom north to south, except a lew dark specks, seemed 
to tnAcate that aU below was one extended surface 
of ice. Their latstode was 78 deg. with 125 miftv 
west leogitiiite and the v«riatJoa of thai needle 20 
deg. 

Heie the wind obliging them to moor o» a bank» 
by i Aidden mo venieot of the adjacent !co» they ibund 
tiieoEiaelres completely hemmed in. They iurveved 
the ship, atid were happy to find d>at^ hitherto^ tbtfy 
hadnoifaiBg to dread from -the presaure of the liioals* 
At three o'clock, however, next mominf> m icr 
wteck, which floated «baft^ compiesied by the ahoiisf 
io their wakejr accumohited at the stifii^ Aom whisji 
tb^appcehendedcQtmdefable danger 5 but the wM 
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provideollaily (bailing, lUe masses pacled aad fioated 
along the vessel's side, .. . .- > 

* ^uch had been the crowded and cooopact state of 
the shoals, as to prevent tbeir eularg^iieut till the 
Istof Juoej aiid in this perilous siiuation, having 
o(>sexved a suiall piece of wat^r where i^ {»i)ip might 
Be inure at ease, they endeavored to .reach .it» aud 
yitli incredible labour aud perseverance, after thirty- 
six hours* incessant engagetki^nt, they at last eliecred . 
t)ieir purpose , but being overtaken with a thick haze, 
they were obliged to moor on a bank stretching west- 
ward. 

On this cruise^ they saw a number of whales, aod 
caught one ; while two iBoi'e extricated themselves 
irom the harpoon. 

Though, the vestel was secured, their situation here 
soon became as alarming as belbre. An irumense 
shoal of ice drifting towards tiiem, they made haste 
tp tow her into the bottom .of a small creek ; but she 
presently settled oq. two points of ice, which com- 
posed the angle they^upied. While she lay here, 
coooipleteiy hemmed 19, numbers of wliales swam 
\vith inif uoi^ oil . the sur&ce of the bay. They 
hajittsaedr to transport their boat over the ice 3 but 
li^er much labour and fatigue, they we^e compelkd 
tp return without any success. 

Kcxt day, June 5ih, the bay was entirely choa{ced 
up, and tlu» i^i^ falling with violeoce on the shoal that 
^ad bafxed Ute entr^nc^e of their creek,, one of their 
capes was demoli&hed. Some hours nfter this cape 
was 4eui:f?9fed, th^ observed that compression was 
rapidly increasii^» and wereaiot a little ap()r%?bemive 
^U as soon a»it should reach the vessel,^ it musrgo 
to pieces.. They therefore resolved to construct a 
bason, where it was h€j|>ed .she might be exposed to 
IJpss danger, l^he iqa^i^^ of $UQh an undertakiog 
^ah scarcely be .f»»M:«JAt^4( ^< ^^ ^^^ ^^ it whs 
i^owxied ifUb/ii^i^^is^, .3ibf saws employed iA this 
occosiiop ^'&ff ' f^i-tech .feet . loojj^ <uk1 seres inches 



broad, with teeth Uti inch and a hdf deep, with whicM' 
the sailors cat away the ice, according to a plan pre- ' 
viously sketched out. . * ~ * 

For some time they" received little rnolestatibn j but 
the etiect of pressure again began to be dreaded roord 
tlian ever ; and the ship was so closely wedged up; 
that her very figure at times appeared to be sensfbly 
altered. She was' evidently labouring in the utmost 
distress, and every moment was expected to be the 
crisis of her dissolution. ' . . 

This was a prospect that required all their fortitude 
to support. M. de Pages began to reflect on the es-* 
capes with which Providence had already favjoufed 
him, as an antidote against despair; and he indulged 
the hope that the same overruling goodness would hot 
forsake him now. The ship, however, groaned and 
cracked in the most alarming manner; her head was 
tbrced up by the ice^ and ail their resources were at 
an end. 

Provident ially the intenseness of compression ceased 
about eleven o'clock, and till six they lay tolerably 
quiet, when it was partially renewed, but again went 
off. In the morning of the 8th, the pressure recom- 
menced to the most alarming degree, and they found 
that they had chosen this i»tatton in an evil houi", as at 
no great distance they saw channels and bays of con- 
siderable extent. • ♦ <' • ' 

On the lOib, the bank floated away entirely, when 
they were once more dehvered frorifi a most pairiful 
and perilous situatibn. • After manoeuvring to disen^ 
gage the ship, it was found that she had stamped her 
tigureon the ice with the same precision as if she had 
been moulded init. • ^ - • 

They now warped >her along to a station wl^ich 
seemed teis encumbeted with shoals 5 and hxir6 tdey 
intended remaining till they could efiect a pa$9ll^d 
into the channels on the outside of thie bank.' rot 
this purpose they constructed another bason, whfeh* 
by the shifting of the iCe, waa 3oonj:«ndertd UBser* 
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ficitble} butai last tb^ reached • chitmel ii4mm 
^bet fimod theniielves in a alat^ of eottpaniive>dk« 

0^ tha lith, the wind inoeaMd and blew HMoe* 
what froth, whaii the shoals broke op, and jrielded 
themafireenaTigatton. They embraced with alacrity 
this hxppf change io the ctrcomstances of the ice» 
and ID ^te of a thick haxe, escaped with all oossi* 
ble speed fion the aeighboarhood of this forniidablar 
bank. 

They now directed their course towards the west; 
Imt on the 20th^ the wind continuing fresh^ they were 
oblifled to come to moorings on a bank whi» aooa 
phirod itn peutioD. The wind now changed, and it 
jkia cabnfr» and, thoogh involved in a thick haie, 
tbnr steered to the westward. The snow began to 
Mit copipnsly, 9nd it fell like riv^lets^ into the sea. 
By observation ttetr latitude was fpund to be 77 deg. 
i^ min. I long. 6 dcg. SOmin, Here they saw own* 
bers of fir traei 4riftuif with thdi torrent, and neoy 
wlicops, blot^ii^ at me surface, and lei^Niv abov* 
tim water, they are bl^k, with a snout like a 
bsnr, but more conical, m are about twen^ Act 
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xcept itittrvalt of hadBe, whjch wem very ffei|uanl» 
thqr had Bne weather with gently biu ena s at aouth, 
Ihr the remainder of the month, ^ t uyi n g eouih^ 
weit, they occasioiiid^ tnotn^ad^Mi the^^ but os 
tibe whole, their J90f Ifttion . WM little ialNfrrapled. 
The cdd was not int6l^ and the incicury was 
tarply so low as the fireeail^^ point. But Aoagh the 
^y^rniqipetor stood above fx^^ thehnae 

ftoae at the mast's fatel, and'Oe kidct laUio abuod* 



It bwortby of mnaTk,^ that e^er s*^ Ai^ had 
iMered regions less ooctf^ed by/ the ice, and couse* 
queotiy oipo^ii^ a Jftiater surifaee of water, the baro* 
owt^, evon in the Iptigest intervals of fine weather, 
f^er foft ao h^ ns%Mre the ice was morp universal . 
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t^ugh flccoinpmiied with weatlMr mtidi lesi serene | 
MH appnuvMO wbioh lieiiis ocnduilfe of die specific 
tnwMfhkrc of cbe ioe. 

The isl of July, Onej vftre ia latitude 79 dtg. 
loogifiydo 1 1 deg. The snrtee of the water fre* 
qoeodjr esldbited red fieshjr sabstanoeii which, ac» 
cofdini^ Id some, is the nataral alimeol. of tfa^ whale. 
It waa now, however, a considerable time since ^ejr 
had lost sight of that aftimal^ but thef were fast ap* 
proachiog <the coast of America, in (be vkinitj of 
Gallhamsque, an eiGellent fishing sitoation in tfato 
month of Julys and in a short time thejr caught theit 
two whales. 

It was now neeesaaiy to he more cantbos of th^ 
iloatiog ahoab of ice, than in the month of May, aa 
they weie stripped<»f that tl^ck snowy coveriqg which 
sontiihuted to pieveot the dangenms efffiots of Che 
Aoek. The ice too derwes from die heat of summer 
a kind of etasticity^ which, increasing the cohesion of 
its parts, teadors it sdU mom fflirmidaUe to the nayi« 
fitton. 

The thick fiigs, so pBB va lep t in^ those latitudes, cod* 
ndersblf iaoommoded them ; but at the same dme 
they seemed to beeosne temporary, in propordon i» 
they advaaoed towaida the west $ probably on account 
of dieir vic'miiy to the hmd of GaUhamsque. The 
vefmiKoiacolcMirofthehorisontDo, hidicated antt* 
iQo^phereaf land; while the flight of birds phew^jt 
fobeatnogpeatdistai^ceb ^ 

On the 801, being in latitude f5 6tf» 4 m!n. long, 
S3 deg* the ice^to^o to breafL up in all direcdops, 
aadtheexpte^on it madereaembled thatofeaoikoh, 
or the fidi of a high pile of timber i a noise whtcl^ 
was rspeaiadly echoed tma the adjacent shotjls. 
These shoals were composed of diflereot strata of ids, 
naked hfceaipressUHi, and oonaolidaied into one mm 
bjr subsetpient freezing. Aa soon as the heat and 
aoistara of soolmer divest these masses of their co* 
vtruig, the es u e nt^ by which thehr aever«l paru 
a. Z 
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cober^^ is dissolved ^ their uuion ceases^ and the 
eminences which rise above, tbi^ sur/ace^ tumble 
down.. 

. The shoal meian while is often unequally drscbiirged 
of its burden 5 and having appendages belowr, which 
have a tendency to floaty it dips at one ehd> aiid starts 
at the other.. The elevated parts, exposed to the 
»un and air, become brittle, an4 break off; and 
the waves repelling the sides that xest on its surface, 
t^e incumbent mass being at last only separated at its 
^centre, fails into a thousand pieces. 
r M. de Pages was surprised to meet with nothing 
In this navigation similar to those mountains of ice, 
,>vhich, issuing from Hudson's Bay and Datrls's 
Straits, float along the coast of America. The high- 
est ice. he had. seen in this vo3rage, was not noore than 
thirty-five feet above the level of the sea; an eleva- 
tion which bears but a small proportion to that of 
-those enormous masses. 

Continuing^their cruise towards the west, on the 

12tt they were in latitude 74 deg. 40 min. and coa- 

aequently near the shore of Gallhamsquey thougb an 

obstinate, ha ze^ prevented them from viewing this 

^coast, which, is ^annually .frequented by the wbale 

3fishers,.who have traced it from the latitude of 76 

^dqg. to 70 deg..wheie it is separated from Greeolaivd 

^by. a strait of.^more.than twenty-five leagues in 

J br^dth. ,Hithpjto no navigator «has passed this strait ; 

but it is supposed, witj^ some she^ of reason, to com- 

inunicate with Baffin's Bay. 

The coast towards; the north is not very high, and 
'.^jgrpupd seems tolerably level; but the orcSnary 
[;navjgators. of thpse seas being more intent on harpoon- 
ing the whsdc than on exploring the coast, have no 
deadre to ..go on shore, and give themi»dives Utile 
concern, about the circunistances of die couatiy or 
the seas.. . i , . 
[ Just a$ the opportunity prescnt<sd itself to our au- 
. thor <^ leaning more particulaca<^ a coast so little 



whale to which be ^echaciei aad left M. de Eifii 
10 nuiuiiate op bii jNMjpmt^^ ^MfedMne 
Gonsobtion, hMrfvp** :|pq«i iaii«AmiiU oiiiMl of.tte 
jwtuAi.exiit^aQe of^liM po^st of CMUMinique, whkli 
lies iwrlj inder ibii liune pora^ 
TeaeriA. 

lir}Ui icspect«fhowever» Ip timt.pait of the AamAf* 
am coptioent fpiiiKl in the^ru iloder the latitude 
«f Spitebergen^ epji^tafdilp bwre hoea diieoforad ia 
19S5 and l^p« f* tiie iimt ei^^^ooed and iQtelli* 
gent oavi^tori/' M. ^ B^g^ fays; *' seeai lo hare 
ookpowlNgeQfit'* ff^b^,ihioam9t,,ooriooti^ 
the^etfistppce Q^hind in the quarter 4>fflbe,northf fiom 
j#rioMg f^bim^^tiaps pe tliewlore «ad diieotioajif 
{he ptHTepts apdithe.slKMds. 

^ijb |)iev wi^ve in parsiiit pf tfip fvlMlej winch at 
iait e|ii3f4 Uieir.vigihipce^ .tb^r tWerO/Otfried into e 
sea pedectly open. Jndeed, oprePtber, by several 
»tri^iigargi)paeeti,efl4ei|V49ui»top^ 
qf.iMvjgptipii even <^t the ppK wb^wa^ according. So 
lut byVfltbeBil* ;^ 9^ .^^ept be. ope sqlid maci, 
&9pi ibe(^«^8tant .actipn ifn itj tlvit MfiU onavoidab^ 
«ngipatp tfipip fb^ currfnt9. , It seems that. in. tt^ 
y<9r:1773, sopie .Pj^rtob .vesflds fppnd Jt nossiUete 
ri(fttni;fr9pi tbe^yifry ^mtre.pf tbe:ice,.8oflate at the 
tad of Noveipb!9r } ^^and it fvFf^^mijB^ 

tbe ^|iwi9As,:^t,€}ia^ses|ppd n^c^H^^s ^ong i^ 
^qais ^ke 4>1^ ipt^^hifb t^ilade ef t the Siberian 
j^, ppd 1^1^ ftooa (N^:a JSwibb, even dpdng the 
|6y«wftpst»i#trt«.fiil jK>Nwf9^ 

On the 14th, they foand themselves, in latitude 7S 
4eg. rlongitode jT ^^. ^n i eyee lly .tbqr heii made 
coosidfrable fm;|pMss&<n,{jifiriii$tprii eastwaid. Tbey 
BOW ipi^kin |r^ W4^,.an ppf»^^ 
oT^^pdty. ,A^rW#i|5^>% alcaide a bant 
tiuB/gpen^^anpmber^^chaip^ toe 

teserveir in tfaeice^ at which they, filled their casbl* 
X.3 
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mnd t^Omg^atmhack, put tbem on board, witb'greafl 

I Tlic Datehttian being 'satisfied with the cargo of 
€shr prepared* to witlidraw frdm'the iee on his retura 
jbdine ; and on the 18th> they saw John Mayen's 
Isliod, the isdrth pouit of which is in latitade 72 deg. 
and 9 deg. 30 rain, west longitude. It may be easily 
^iitsnguiMied by what is called Bear*s Mountain, 
^faich is very high ahd abnipt. This mountain seems 
to be about two short leagues in circumference at the 
base, and rises in a conical form, terminat'uig, how- 
ever, « in two pointed summits. The whole island 
^|a about niae leagues In length, and two in breadth. - 
r 'Hie^ had now a view of the sea in its ordinary fluid 
state j one chain of ice only was seen stretching to^ 
wards the east. Instead of theif former haze, tbe 
Constant atmosphere of ice, numbers of thick white 
clouds appeared floating in the regions of the air, and 
^e weather had an autumnal face. 

On the igth; they doubled the last chain of ice, 
situated towards the e£is*t. The waves recoiling with 
the thaw, caused a- very rbugh sea in the sanie quar- 
ter'; but tha sWell subsided in proportion' as they 
l^etietrated the main sea. Next day a high' rolling 
«ea setting In; from the north-east, the ship tumbled 
in a most disagreeable manner 5 but this gradilally di- 
minished as tliey doubled the mainland. 

This is a very dismal climate 5 for as isoon as the 
wind g|B<s a little to tbe eastward, drizzling rains are 
sure to come on, and though the sun shines out at 
intervals, the air is habitually ^amp, and much more 
disagreeable to the sense than the frost and ice of the 
higher latitudes. 

>On the 24th, they were arrived nearly in the paral- 
lel ot Iceland. M. de Pag6s rtiade it his constant 
business^n this voyage to compare the northern with 
the southern climates, and found them very dissiroi- 
lar. Judging from Hhe tb^mometer, the tempera- 
ture of the ^if in latitude 70 deg. nojrtb, approachei 
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to that of 50 deg. south by a difference of only four 
or five degrees. In the same southern latitude, the 
barometer was so low as twenty- six inches ten lines, 
while lis smallest elevation in the north seas was 
twenty-eight inches four lines. 

It appears that those two latitudes, seventy north, 
and fifty south, are pretty similar in point of wind 
and weather, though in different periods of the year-j 
the end of April, or the beginning of spring, in the 
north, corresponding to the. end of December, or the 
month of January, in the south. 

The wind keeping in the southern quarter, they 
were threatened with a tedious passage. At the 
opening of the coast of Iceland and Etland Isles, they 
felt the ferocious south-west blasts of Hudson's Bay 
and Davis's Straits; and on the 31st of July, entered 
the German Ocean, and saw the termination of a 
very long day. They were now obliged to use a can- 
dle at night j whereas the preceding day, they could 
see to read at twelve at night. Thus one day, con- 
sisting of ninety-six times twenty-four hours, came to 
an end. 

Ou the 5th of August, they reached the extremity 
of the Dogger Bank, and on the 14th they came in' 
sight of Holland j and having taken on board a pilot, 
they entered the Texel, and soon concluded a voyage 
which had been ancommonly successful. 

M. de Pages, after visiting some friends at Amster- 
dam, set out for Rotterdam, where he found a v^sel 
bound for Guernsey. On his landing at that island, 
of the inhabitants of which he speaks in very hand- 
some terms, he soon found $ift^|ppprtunity of con- 
tinuing his voyage, and on tlie^27th of September 
1776, arrived at Brest >• and With this expedition, he 
finishes his hitherto published Adventures, which will 
be a lasting monument of his persevarance and philo- 
sophic spiht* 



VOYAGE 

ROUND THE WOJitD, 

In ,1790, , 179.1. 1792. 1793, i/Q^t aod 1795. 
Br Capt G. VANCOUVER. 



jN^pTWkTH9TANDiNj& the Valuable disooTeries \^ thai 
great Captain Cook^ farther iiwestlgation was re« 
quired, particularly of aoipe of the Southern rtsgions^ 
with wlucfa view a voyage was plan|ied by hia Ma« 
jesty in autumn a 789^ and the command was des* 
tilled for Captain jEienry Robert^,^ who had . served 
under Captain Cook in the two last voyages^ Captain 
Vancouver being named as his second ; and for this 
purpose a ship of 340 tons was purchased^ in a state 
nearly fiaisbed ^ and on being* launched was named 
the Discovery, and commissioned as a sloop ; but the 
disputes with Spain respecting Nootka Sound for a 
.short tiipe suspended her equipnient.. These differ* 
euces being terminat^d^ and the fisheries and fur 
.trade Qf China being Qbjects of material importande, 
it was deemed expedient that an ofRcer should! he 
^iei\t to Nootka to receive from the Spaniards a for- 
maU^titution of the territories they had seized; to 
survey tbe,coa$t« apd obtain every possible uxforma* 
tion of the natural s^tid political state of the country. 
To this command Capt. Vancouver was now appointed/ 
Thpi same ship, the Discovery ». was equipp^, carry- 
ing ten four pounders and ten swivels, with 130 mep 
including oiHcers, Captain Vancouver being captaiu, 
Messrs. Zachariah Mudge, Peier Puget, and Jo^ph 
Baj^er, lieutenants; and Joseph . Whidbey, n^aster. 
She. w93.tQ be accQu^nied by .the Ch^tbau^ armed 
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tteep naked rocks, of barren sand, 1S^f<iTid Whkb 
appeared the surface crtvered with a deadly greeii 
herbage, and here and tkere fome groveling shrubs 
or dwarf trees, and which appeared to have lately 
undergone the action of fire. To the northward they 
found a high rocky point that attained the name of 
Point Possession, from the summit of which they 
gained an excellent view of the Sound, and the'ad- 
jaceut country, possessing a far more fertile prospect. 
This coast and the country seen north-westward of 
Cape Chatham, was taken possession of formally 
in the name of his Majesty, the part first dis- 
covered King George the ThircTs Sound, and the 
harbour behind Point Possession, Princess Boyal 
Barbour^ in honour of her birth-day. In their way 
out pf this harbour they found a bank covered with 
most delicious oysters, and thence called Oyster 
Harbotir. 

Near Princess Ro}'^} Harbour, while th^i shipt* 
companres were employed in wooding and watering, 
was discovered a deserted village of two dozen mise- 
rable huts, some rather belter than the others, evin- 
cing the -residence of petty chiefs. Throughout the 
whole coast traces of fire were perceptible. There 
>vere also seen several black swans swimming on the 
water 5' but no smoke, or any indication of natives. 
At a hut near the watering place they iettsoroe 
beads, knives, looking glasses, and other trinkets and 
at two different places bottles sealed up, containing the 
names of the vessels and commanders, the date of 
tlieh: arrival and departure and name given to the 
Sound. Other uninteresting places the navigators 
passed were nominated Doubtful Lland, and Ptnnt 
Hood, after the admiral 5 lastly, a small rocky island; 
which concluding their researches on* tlib coast, was 
, therefore called Tb-miwaifion IskMid. 

On- a general observation of the survey thuft made 

of the west coast of New Holland coinpfehending an 

I •xtent'Of H04eagues, Captain. Vancouver ^tmd ne 



Other place of security for shipping than the Sb«nd 
above^iiienticned, and> in opposition to Dampier, 
could discover no material separation of the countty; 
either by rivers or arms of the Sea, nor M^re there 
indications of such 5 but the country seemed throagh^ 
out well supplied with, fresh water. It had much 
the appearance of the country of Africa, near th^ Capfe 
of Good Hope, but richer 5 the principah component 
part, coral, in various places perfectly bare for acres 
together ; there were also some moorish and chalky 
soils 3 the climate, apparently delightful, capable of 
producing all the essenthilsy and many of the luxuries 
of life. Here were the gum ^lan t> a sort of ptmen to> 
wild' celery, samphire, and several vegetables, with 
a variety of beautiful flowers. The navigators planted ' 
tome vines and water-cresses, on Oyster bafbdur> 
and sowed various species of seed, fol* the benefit of 
those who might come after. A good many land 
and sea birds were seen 5 of quadrupeds only one 
ddrjd kangaroo — ^but there were excellent fish." 

*• The natives appeared to be a wiindering people, 
who sometimes made their excursions individually, at 
other times in considerable parties; this was apparent 
hy their habitations being found single and alone, as 
well as composing tolerably large villages. •• 

** Besides the .village I visited, Mr. Brought on 
discovered another about two miles distant from it, - 
of nearly the sanae magnitude ; but it appeared to bfe 
of a much later date, as all the huts had been rec^titljr 
boilt, and seemed to have been very lately inhabited. , 
The larger trees in the vicinity *of both. village's had 
been bellowed out by fire,- sufficiently to afiSrd the 
shelter these people seemed to require. Upon atoned 
placed in the inside of these hollow trees fire* had 
been made, which proved that they had been used as 
habitations, either for the inferior of the party, which • 
would argue a further degree of subordination aracjiigst- • 
them/ or for those wlio were *too indolent to build 
themselvfcs the-.wattldd Auts before "described, v^b 
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i]q|w ipMt«ftaf fomitomor tttensU was diMovered l» 
apj or the iioaaes ^ tlie only impleiiielia aesOt w«m 
puBoet of sticks iatfodcd as sbean* xaddy wtoiight« 
aod the opoi^tioa of maaual laboar aixm them but 
stigbdy diiconubkf The bark was stripped off« a&A 
the thickest end^ after havbg been bnmt in the firc^ 
was sciUped aod reduced to a blunted poiat, oa ooo 
«f which some blood was found still adherug. 

'' Destitute* as they seemed, of the aieai|j|» and 
totally ignocant of evei^ mode of embarkatioi^ it b 
aot likdy that thqr piaoe much depnidanoe on maruwa 
iwodttctioos isx their subststeoee % yet it was evideot 
'^om the weirs on the shores* luid from the moutha 
of the brooks noar the vilhiges being stopped up, that 
thqr sometimeA resort to the rivulets and to the ste 
Ant provisions. On this account, it was considered 
rather extmordinary, that the bones of the fishes oa 
which they had led were no where to be found. It 
appeared still inor^ esjtraordinary that, since tbqr 
drew a certainproportion of their food from the spa^ 
they should not have discovered so exc^ent and plen-^ 
Ufnl.a part ef its produce as oysters, clams, aod other 
shell fish. Hence it ma^ naturally be inferred* that 
, the land principally supplies their wauti, or hnn|^ 
would long^fince have conducted them to such exoeU 
font resources. This opinion is supported by the ea- 
tieme shyness of the feathered creation, aiui the 
Wildnesi oir the quadrupeds, whost footing, and the 
4»ther signs of their being at no great distance with- 
«ut our obuining any sight of them, sufficiently 
|>roved that they were constantly pursued. This ctr* 
^runutaqce may furnish a probable Conjecture on the 
isause of the very extraordinary devastation by fii^ 
which the v^uble production$ bad suiered througfi* 
ett( the whole country we had traversed, file is 
fiequentiy resorted to by rude mtioos, either fi>r the 
purpose of eifc<>araging 9 sweeter growth of herb^p 
in tlieir hunting grounds, or as toil« for takiiu; the 
jN'lid jMuto^dfi, of whi^Ii. tj»gr are in pursuit. When 
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A^fiirert is fsttifi fire lisr «uch poifMit ift a 4if l6t«^ 
ioo, itt mngti nay beeome wmftxWBmm.^ 

Fton tlMcoast jpit iimorftniii^ CSMim ViBCovfir 
prooeeded to V« I)toiMii'« L^d, which he r«ache« 
119 the ^fik October, MA^aacto^ in Dlvricj a«r> 
^ks ^bqr a ncaw i tere d a baavj 6torm> dia^i^cu 4if 
«iadi veqdred conaidaraUe Mpmr, yarticularly af 
fheBlMmeiy. A8«oooa«U<sauldhailoi^, Gtflatal 
V. with a togeparqr ia two hoate, waat lo aa^lait 
lUi apadouft In^» and partiotdarhr tb^ appar ^M a^ 
flie ooithani am, wliicb (>ap««m 6>ok cdlad, ^ Mi. 
bdSp ftaowtf ar^t/' and the oeAf {aiit iia ^i« jnat 
thoraB^lf exaaaffoa. This ami Captria V. iMtad «a 
be fyndet itKo two braadkai, leavtag a paitosirtft. 
jMiwd to the tnain hod 1^ a wj high Banow Hdga 
cf aooantaiDSj fomi^ a inajescie pramantoiy. Tha 
Kmilieni f>f«iidi: nai to a winding direction, about fiva 
allies, 'lenniiialing to the norm, in a enaU cair^ 
Ae aafSieRi abo teraainatad in a imaU eovo, to4ha 
locth-'waet, at tba^islanca of bet««an sk and ierag 
mSei^ The headi of theaa »mt Captain V. caUai, 
*' Smibodf Ivmn mhoMT* 'lliare, howev«> a p p ea t * 
el no natives. 8oth Aiclli hathcmr, and J a a fcar 
tfaadfai^oan an aafe posidaQe. In tfaa earvqr^ 
Dnky Baj, Mr. Menaies Ibund tfie true fi^atafa 
birfc, die s^e ^fimtt m ^t at Terva 4el Ksego^ 
wiiichaecaped Captain Cook and thebotamUs inlTTS; 

AnofherWvy gale oeoorred Oft the:a9daiMl 33d^ 
iftar «4iiab, vary noaxpaetedly, tfiajr aaada land, 
niflNljr, a doner of aeven craggy ielands, this largest 
iitoated In btitode 40* a", loogttttda yOlf VSt, whiah 
hid not bean teen \n Captain Cook, no part of hia 
tracts having leaehad wioim (en leagnea of thaao. 
ThesaatartlaiockaGapUin V.^tenonofoalad neSaaiar. 

Another n^w island waa dlscoveriBd on the S^d of 
Beoembar, in did* BQ^. 8evecal caaoaa oama off to 
te shm, but the natives would not go on beards ' 
wl^-they used every solieitatioo to indooa the Kng^ 
Giktoland. Ono^ at length ventured on board* 



. /* On his eataring the ship, he ttembled anJH^M 
much agUated$ appcehewoa, astodishment, and 
«4Q»iratiQir,eequalty appearing at the same instant; 
^d though, on his being made Welcome after the 
Visual fashion, and presented with a small iron adz, 
his, cQuat^nance became, more serene and cheerful^ 
yet he still appealed in a^tate of great Anxiety. He 
fopn communicated his reception 9nd. treatment to 
his, surrounding cpuntrymen i . a^d we shortly had as 
Snatiy visitors as it was pleasant to entertaip. T^ejf 
all seemed perfectly acquainted with the uses to which 
Ibey could apply iron, and liow to estimate its value 
«m6ngst themselves 7 as also the manner in which it 
was regarded by Europeans. They made no scrvtpl^^ 
^veo with some force, to taKe articles of iron out of 
0ttr hands (J and, in lieu of them, with great cpurtsey 
wai address, presented, in return, some few £sh» 
fishingrhopJ&s, lines, and other trifles, which, they 
neemed. to wish should be accepted as presents, and 
H^ r^peived In exchange. Loc^ng-glasses, beads^ 

. ^d oth^ trinkets of little impprtance, at first atti^eted 
their attention, and wete gladly accepted; but no 

^ tQaner. did they discpver that articles naade of iron 
IKere common amongst us, than they refused all 
otherpresents^ and wiioted to barter every other gift 
(or iron. I : ceuld not prevail on any of them to ac« 
pept a few medals/' 

. These. people were evidently of the Great South 
jSea nation, both from language and a similarity to 
the Friendly Isknders. Two or three of them rel 
/pained on board nearly an hour, but so much/was 
^hjeir attention distracted by the objects around theni^ 
that they could scarcely give an answer as to the name 
of the island, or otherwise. It appeared, on the 
.whoki, that they called it Opar^, by which name it 
«u, therefore, distinguished by Captain Vancouver. 
. In. this island is a cluster of high craggy mountains, 
jbut no appearance of fertility, either natund or c^- 
tlvatedt 



Tbt ^p ^ MX of the Ugbssi bnk tef)^ Ifce aftr 
MWw i of Ibit'ified pbcQB, t^seniUing vei^oAbt?^ 
mmg • Mt of block house;, in f he ^bape of as Sogw 
M Jw hoQse^ ill the «eiit«e of eacfa« wilb rows of 
mliwmnii a toosidanMe way 4omi!Ii the tides of t b» 
Ub, Dwdy »l equal distaiMes. These* ov<erii«Dgiiii^ 
1 kiteii4Kl for fdvaoced works> and qipereoUf 
» of defeodiasr the citadel hjjr a few against a tm* 
^bost of assaihiita. On all of them wa notia^ 
laople, as if on duty, constantly mfovii^ about. Thes^ 
the only habilatioos we saw. YSi fiotn tba 
X of canoet that in so short a.tispe assembled 
t aa,iris Batoq^tocoDcIndetbatthomhabitM^ 
aM "revy fteaoeotly afloat, and to infer fcom this Vr« 
omsftance that the sboras, and iN»t daaia fortified 
Hb wlttch meaied to be in the centre of tbe iabnil# 
mmM be prefoned for their j^enecal resfdenea* Wf 
saw about thirty doiiUe and sii^e cawoei, vflry iieatif 
«ovistnicted, thoi^ the narrowest l ever mti witb. 
The ishnd did not appear to afibnlmy largo thnberi 
ttebioadest pbaka of wbiefatbecaQofs were madew 
■ol eaceoding lwdke'4iicbas, confirmed ua in tbia 
apinion, as they were probably cut out of the largesi 
assaa. Some of the aloa^asl doable canoes aacommo- 
dited ftooa twenty-five to tbir^ men* Of wbom^ on d 
anaiirfalr compwtatioo# three bonAed were supposed 
4o bare been seen near tbe ship. .These wero all 
Jdolta, and apparently -iwaa exceediiig a middle agei 
raatbat the total nomberofinfaabitaiiU on the island 
•ambanUy bo aslamied at kaa than fifteen hundred* 
Jn this respect it ini»t be cowidered :pmlific. not- 
wtthstaodiog its .nncaltiiraiad appcaiaooe* Tbe na- 
tires, bowerer, i^peared to be well fod» of middling 
rstatmoroatreaaeiy well mpde; and in genersl, their 
MNinteoanoes wemopen, cheerful^ aml.strongly marb- 
ed with indfeatJona of bofpitality . They were very so- 
lieitooa that aoaMofnsAhoald accompany them to the 
shore. Tbox all had their hair out stbort -, and^ escrpti» 
itg a wreath made of a broad long*leaved green plants 
u 3 
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^om*y'Wme about the waist, they^Vett-entirelj 
without tldftbing. Although the custom of tatpwii^ 
jj^va'ds so generally with aU the islahdertf* of this 
>)cean, ttiesef people Were destitute of any such maricsl 
' Oil the 39th the Discovery reached Otaheite, where 
tbey had been expected in consequence of informa- 
ttoh by an English vessel> which turned out to be the 
Chatham Chat had separated near Facile Harbour, ^nd 
tarived before them. Tlie Chatham during her septf- 
ration, had seen several immaterial lands, named by 
Mr. Broughton successively. Knights Island, (the 
same as the Snares of Captain Vancouver) Point Ali^ 
son; Mount Patterson, the two Sisters, and Cape 
Youngl An island which he named Chatham Island, 
4md the an<5horage of which,- in Skirmish Bay, was 
43" 4C)' latitude, and 183* 25'* longitude, was taken 
p()sses«ion of in name ef his Majesty. Here having 
gonife oh shore, a number of the -natives canae about, 
held a cdnversatibn by signs and gestures, and readily 
received Mr. Broughton*s presents, but would make 
nbexclianges. They were Very anxious to have thfe 
^rty follow them to their habitations, but this was 
thoO^ht imprudent. ' 

, The follo>^ing are Mr. Brdiighton*s remarks res- 
pecting this' island: 

'^* The canons we examined were inform of a small 
hand-barrow without legs, decreasing in width firom 
the after ta the forepart, madic of a light substance re- 
sembling bantboo, though not hollow, placed fore and 
aft on each'Side, and secured together by pieces of the 
same wood> up and down, ver^ neatly fastened with 
the fibres of some plant in thei mt/nner of basket 
\i^6rk. Their bottoms, flat and constructed in the 
same way, were two feet deep and eighteen inches rn 
breadth -, the'openings of the seams on the inside and 
bottoms were stufied with long sea Weed j their sides 
meet not abaft, n6r forward) their extreme breadth 
afl is tbree^add foiward, two feet; length eight and 
nine feet. In ilit stern is a moveable sefat very ne4Uy 



made of ibe snnie oiateriaU They appeared <^lculated 
akme for fishing amongst the rockis near the shore; 
were capable of carrying two or three persons^ and 
wer&so light, that two men could contey them any 
wbcrer with ease, and one could haul them into Safety 
on the beach. Their gr4pDels were stones, and the 
ropes to which these were made fast, were formed c^ 
matting, worked up in a similar way with that which, 
is cyie4 French sinnet. The paddles were .of hard 
u'ood,t^e blades, very broad, and gradually increasing 
^om the handle. The* nets of these islanders were 
very ingeniously made, terminating in a cod or purser 
the mouth was kept open by a rim of six feet in diame^ 
ter, made from wood of the supple jack kind 3 the 
length from eight to. ten feet, tapered gradually to one^ 
tbey were closely made, and from tlie centre attached 
to the rim by cords, >yas fixed a line for hauling them 
up. They were maclie of fine hemp, two strands 
twisted and knotted like a reef knot, and seemingly 
very st<png. They had also scoop nets, made of the 
baik or fibres of some tree or plant, wiUiout aiiy pire* , 
paration, and netted in equal meshes. We pene* 
trated a little into. the woods, but did not find any huts, 
cr houses, tliough large quantities of shells, and 
places where fires had teen made, were observed. 

" The woods afiprded a delightful shade, and being 
clear of undergrowth, were in many places formed 
into arbours, by bending the branches when young, 
and. dosing them round with smaller trees. These . 
appeared to have been slept in very lately. The trees 
of which the .woods are composed grow in a most 
uxoriaut manner, clear of small branches to a con* 
sideiable height -, and consist of several sorts, some of 
which, the leaf in particular> was like the laurel. 
Another sort was jointed like the vine, but we did iu>t 
fee one that could be dignified by the appellatiou of ^^ 
timber tree/* 

Nothing would prevail on the islanders to give up > 
3»yof their articles, but they pot only readily ac^ 
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Q^ied, but carried off varioat thii^ bdmipflg ^ 
Uw party, and ware particolatly aouovia to get Bfe- 
Broughton'sfowUnf pieca, wbichhe had fiivd#iniidit6. 
tbeir abmu *Havtng, In oi#er tieth to^ger infohnatiaa. 
Mid to pfocore wat«r, at length mada signs of their 
intention to aoccHupaof the natives, it appeared that 
Ae latter had maditaied hoitiltty, having collected 
hrga sticks, swfaiging them orer their heads^ as IF 
with an intention of using them ; several of Aem 
JKkewiie had spears. Yet, being well armed* Bfr. 
fiRKIghton's partv were not afraid, especially aa thejr 
Ihoii^t they had purchased the good opinioD of the 
^9i99ga$. They were, however, snistak^ i an at« 
lack was made so violently, that^oCh'Bfr.Broi^to^ 
dad Mr. Johnston wi^re reloctamly obliged to fire, at 
^did the gentleman having the libaige of the boat^ 
which occasioned the nativep io Hj, fautnot befixe 
.one df them bad unfoitnoately perished. 

" Theman,*' ^ya Mr, Bronghton, ^< were^ti midp 

Ulfing me, aan^e stoQtlv made, wtil Ualbed, .aofl 

fMifi their hair, bmh of the head and beard, 

-wasblaok, and by^wnie was- worn long. The joanf 

.men had it tied^vp in>akiiotgn the«crown of thear 

.'iMBads, intermiaed -with bfai«k and wiiiie feathers. 

Some had ihOT'beardspiqckad out) their comjdeaion 

and^cnesal.icdour t»jdatik brewn^ with ^Hinftatorfs, 

:^Bd in geoeral badieetb. Their skins were destltutie 

.vimof flaarfcs, ^mdtthey^had the>appearaiiae '^'-beiiig 

^deanly in their persons. Their dress was either « 

^aaal ju ' bear«skin ' tied • wilh sinner, inside emtwaids, 

^jEomid their ned(s, which iell below their Idpa ; -er 

^matsoieatly'^made, tied in the sanM manner, whidi 

iCQvefwd their J>attka«Bd'ShooUlars. Som gwe re^iAed, 

^iceptifig a>wel^woven niatc of*inetextme,^hieh, 

i>eing fastened at ea^b end by a string roiiadllMir 

vwaists, :made.a sort of decent garment. Wo^id net 

observe that their ears were bored, or diat they wore 

any ornaments about the|r persons, eloepiing n few 

who had a salt of* necklace made of fiiother-of«-p(Nrl 
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i^lls. Several of them had their fishing lines, 'made 
df the same sort of hemp with their iiels, fastened 
nmnd them ; but v/e did not see any of their hooks. 
We noticed two or three old men, but they did iiot 
appear to have any po^x'er or authority over the others* 
They seemed a cheerful race, our conversation 
frequently exciting violent bursts of laughter amongst 
tbem. On our first landing, their surprise and' ex* 
elamations can hardly be imagined } they pointed tc^ 
the sun, and then to us, as if to ask, wnether wq 
Ittdcome from th^ce. The not finding a single ha* 
bitation, led us to consider this part of ue is|land as a 
temporary residence of the inhabitants, possibly for 
the pur{rjse of pfocuring a supply of shelf and otbet 
ish. The former, of different kinds, were here to 
be had in great abundance ; claws of cray fish w^rq 
found in their canoes ; and as the birds about the 
shore were in great numbers, and flew about ihe 
natives as if never molested, it gave us reason to be- 
lieve that the sea furnished the principal means of 
their subsistence. Black sea-pies, with red bills, 
black and white spotted curlews, with yellow bills, 
laige wood pigeons, like those at Dusky Bay, si 
variety of dui6ks, small sand-larks, and sand-p!perij[ 
irore very numerous about the shores.'* 

Without any thing further interesting, the Chatham^ 
nach£^ Otaheite, where tliey were received in the 
.most friendly mannier by the inhabitant^, particularly 
by young Otoo, now king. 

On the Discovery anchoring, she was surrounded 
by canoes laden with the country productions. C4P- 
tain Vaticoilver found that most of the friends he 
bad left there in 1 777 were dead. Otoo, now called 
Pomurrey, his father, brothers, and sisters, Potaton, 
and his family, were the only of their chiefs now 
fiving. Captain V. and Mr. B. went on shore to fix 
on 06 eligible s]pot for ten^^ and to pay their respects 
to bis Otabeitan j^jesiy. This visit took place siftn 
proper introdoctory jbriQi. 



4aO cArrAtw vui«ovvsft^« YOt««« 

'^WefiMmdOeootDbeabovafaboutniiie ortiH 
pom of ^. He waji carried.oii the shooUenof e. 
man* and was clothed in a piece of English red doth^ 
with ornaments of pigeons' feathers hanging over hia 
aboalders. When we had approacfaed within abocH 
^t paees* we wete desired to stopi the present 
we Jiad bioiq[ht was e&hibitod | and although its 

a;nltade, and tlie valne of the arddes itcontmne4» 
ted the admiration of the by-ftaodifea m the 
kighest denee* U uns nifif/M bjr tfiia young 
MMsdi wm an apparently stern and cool iodlfier- 
ence. After some other cereooooies, a latification of 
peace and mntnal friendship being acknowledged on 
both sidei^ the different European articles composiiiff 
tile present were, with soipe Uttle fi>rm« proentea 
to Otoe; and on his shaking hands With ns, which ha 
Ad my heartily, his countenance became ^nme- 
4isMir altered, attd be received ns with the greatest 
dtfemdness s^ cordiality. He informed m^ that 
Ks ttnim, my former aoqnaintance and friend!, was 
at Morea, and retjoested I would send thither a boat 
Ibr him ; Ipromiaed to coiwlpr with the yoninjp kia^B 
Itqneit Ine infusions ot joy, and a teaaineas to 
elaqge, were evident in theconntenanoet of all whoos 
ure met Their instant compliance with all oor le- 
epaests, and their ea^^emess to be foremost in per* 
mming any iittle friendly olBSce, coold not be ob* 
sierved witbom^the most patefiil emotions* Sach of 
us was presented with a quantity of doih, a laige 
bdg, and iome vegetableij afier which we retunie4 
ta board extremo^ wdl. pleased with our visk ant 
teoeption.*' 

Several repairs and cnerations bdny neoeasaiiv 
wtrtcfa cocld be best performed here. Captain Vmh 
oocrver resolved to step for that purpose, contrail 
to bis original mtention. Some little inooovenienai 
was occasioned b^ the natives crowding round the 
l^ace where the tents were pitched, but a line hmg 
fhawn on the ground, denoting the space intended te 
be occupied, not ope attempted to tre^ass. 



On OeSd Janiuny, 1793, irriv«d Potboitfjr, wka 
vai> to his great sntificatieo, saluted with feor gons. 
Widi hhn came l£itooara Mahow^ the reigning prince 
ef Morea, under Oto6, but^who was in a deep de<^ 
cline. P o tnmtey was delighted to see his old friends^ 
his twowives^ two hrotl^rs, and a nnmher of his 
famil/i chiefs and attendants alsoarrivedi bringing 
a more than sufident profusion of clothe hogi^ fowla« 
and T«;etables« strongly evincing the cood hearted* 
Dess m the chie6 and inhabitants ; and the presents 
thejr received in setum more than exceeded their 
tepectations. 

Captain Vancouver was extretnely anxious to leam 
the particnhirs of the unfortunate and criminal affairs 
of the Bounty, but having transmitted to England 
whatever he could leam c^ this lamentable business* 
of whidi a legal investigation has taken place; ** t 
trust,** says he, " I shall neither incur the displeasure 
of the httroane^ nor the reproach of the curious, by 
dedinltig any fUrther digression on this sad subject : 
the former wiU leadily find an apology for me in their 
own bosoms; and the latter may resort to the pub- 
liartions of tlie day, for any other 'particulars wFtb 
which ihty xaaj be desirous of becoming acquainted." 

At one of nie entertainments on board of ship, 
f omurrey having drunk a bottle of undiluted brandy, 
it threw him into violent convulsions, after which, 
iMurhg sl^ for an hoar, he ni'as perfectly recovered. 
Csptain V. endeavouted to persioade him of the bad 
coDiemience of inebriety. The chief, on this, ac« 
cui^ hhh of being a stingy fellow, and not ii9 tio, ^ 
(a jolly conqwnion) . On this it was determined ^ 
SiveJbim his own way, and orders were given tojiet' 
mm have as much brandy or mm as he should call for, 
whsph had cotimietely the eflM^ for in a week bo 
cesMd to call for any. It wa« nrt, boweveTr ^sy. 
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attention to the works on shore. Otoo was invited 
into the marquee^ and also to visit tlie ships, both of 
which invitations he declined, it being a rule, that 
if he should enter the tents or ships, neither his 
father, mother, or any Inhabitant, could agaia be 
admitted, and that every utensil out of yrhich he 
-should eat or drink must be destroyed. 

Pbmurrey's father, formerly called Happi,. now 
Taew, also came to a visit, and a most afiectiooate 
interview took place between the ihxee sons and their 
aged and venerable father. A very difierent scene 
was afterwards exhibited. 

It was announced that Otoo was approaching.. Qn 
this occasion it became necessary that the grandfather 
should pay homage to his grandson. A pig and a 
plantain leaf- were instantly procured, the good old 
man stripped to the waist, and when Otoo appeared 
in the front of the marquee, the aged parent, whose 
limbs were tottering with the decline of life, met hit 
grandson, and on his knees acknowledged his owil 
inferiority, by presenting this token of submission ; 
which, so far as could be discovered, seemed oflfeied 
with a mixture of profound respect, and parental re- 
gard. The ceremony seemed to have little efifect on 
the young monarch, who appeared to notice the ha- 
mili^ting situation of his grandsire with the most per<« 
feet indifference and unconcern. This rnode of be- 
haviour is, however, rather to be attributed to the 
force of education, than to a want of the proper sen- 
timents of affection j as I perfectly recollected that, 
•when I was here with Captain Cook, Pomurrmf 
treated his brothers with the ihost cool, indifference, 
although, on the present occasion, there are few ex- 
amples of three brothers living in greater harmony, 
or regarding each other .with more frgtemal affection ; 
it sholuld therefore seem that this sort qf distant. deport- 
.'Tnent'.is i necessary appendage to the high offioeof 
.iovereiga, . . . • ^ ^ . • ^ .. 

A. display d3f fire* works having Ijecn promijed^ a 
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very large party of the royal family and chiefs ho- 
noured the marquee with their presence at dinner. 

On Saturday the 7th, Pomurrey requested, as ft 
prelude, that some guns from the ships might be fired^ 
as well as €eld-pieces,' the effects of the latter of 
which, and their quick dispatch, the fear of Pomur- 
rey completely ovtoanae his curiosity, and he ex- 
claimed ateerdfi (I am satisfied). The fire- works 
were excellent, and went off with great eclat, to th^ 
astooishment and admiration of a numerous crowd. 
Pomiirrey would not venture to assist 5 but his young- 
est wife, Fier-re-ie, was bolder, and set fire to several 
rockets, a. Catherine wheels some fiower-pots, and 
baloons. 

Poatatou (now called Hidiea), one of the former 
acquaintances of Captain V. arrived a few days after, 
with his wife, and a magnificent present. Unac- 
customed to the delicacy of Europeans, he did not 
spare his frieiid the mortification of' informing him 
that he wjas turning old.' Pomurrey, his family, and 
train, soott after set out for Morea, after' presenting a . 
parri, or raoufning dress, of great value, and other* 
articles of consequence, and were saluted with eight 
guns. 

On Saturday the 14th, a message was received of 
the death of Mahow, at Oparre, whitb district was, 
for some days« by a religious interdict, forbidden 
communicaition with the rest of the island -, not 'a 
canoe was suffered along the shore, nor a fire allowed 
to be made, prodticing a most improper solemnity. 

Mr. Broughton, and a party of the gentlemen "be- 
longing to the ships, Mving made an e*xcursion for 
purchasing curiosities, amoiig the islands,* landed to 
see the grand mor^i, or tapootapootatea. Mowree, 
the sovereign of Ulcetea, who attende;d them, on ap- 
proaching the sacred spot, desifed the party would 
stop uniS Jie sltould address the Eatooa. "Then 
seating himself on the ground, he began praying hi- . 
before a watta, onaamented with a piece of wood", in- 

VOL. Xil. - N 
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diSenmAf carved^ 90 wbic;ti va9 fd^ced, far the oo* 
aaum» a buudlo of doth «wl mp^ xed fiiathein. 
Durinjf this ejaculation, tbe m^n^of tbf party were 
Iwiiar neati^ed. He Ukewiie repeated tM oaoies of 
' the several commandera who bad visited the island j 
together wiA those of '' Xeoitf Cbr^fe*' (that is,, JSM^ 
Georije) and " Bfi$arf^," ^bich were freque^tl/ 
expressed. Wbeu these lotitiductonr ceremooies 
were fioisbed, Mowree atteaded them tp mftywxi of 
the moraij md explained every particdlar. He ap^ 
Ijeared to be well versed 11^ au th« earemoiiiais aod 
rites^ appertaii^iog to their religion^ whieh made the 
party gr^ly laonent t^^eir wao^ of a eompeteot know- 
ledge of the language, aa they were unable to oOoih 
inreneDd his ipeani^« exeept in a few opmrnoo in- 
atances* Having tefTthemorai^ a|idrpiQcee4ed west- 
ward about a mile^ they arrived at a noi:^ suFn^ind- 
ed by a plantation of ava belonging to Vmpiak^ who 
was then at dinner witli a nnnierous company of our 
Mataval fiiends ; and whilst ovr gentlemen were tak- 
ing some refreshment, a naessfpger firrived from. 
Whyto6a» whose g^iests they were to be, ^d who 
had gone before^ &eni jfrom the moraL ;f<}uestiog 
their attendance at \i\^ ]^abitation«, which tbc^ fi^oiid 
situated os^ the verge of the sea shore. In tiue ftoot 
0/ it was an ava plantation, iuterspessed with sugar 
^ne, and banauas 3 near the Jhouse was* a smaU 
shrubbery, pf native ornamental plants j the whote 
surrounded by a well constructed fence o^ bamboq, 
^tly intersected by ekan patlis/ ,tba|^ led us^ di^ferex^t 
directions, prodncmg au effect that was extnmiely 
pleasing. Whpoqo. Id^i taken very e^ectual means 
to m\]dsi for tbpir eotertainxpent> for a hirge hqg 
Im been, committed to the oven^ and was nearly 
ready for the table, with an abundance pf othorr^ 
frtshments. . The .m^n^sion was lai]ge and airy, Ia 
the afternoon tbeywece ylsited^y iJrr^M and vs«m^ 
of kis^attenibnt$. 
They w^r^ jrfso cg^plimenred by tbe you«g king 



OiM with a visit. Mb iBrttpmach was dntidtimied by 
the usosl ccrtttiatij of afl^be Asltives ptesiiift an6over<r 
ing theit shoaldcirA > and as be confd not with flhro* 
pri^ Mtfer IFKyMd'l f^hce, Vbej/^ paid him iW 
mpfcbts bti the beach | w^hlKOce^ amr receiving some' 
trwktts, he hastened Vllh hU royal sisttif, ieaeh car- 
ried as before, to itibti Pcmurreg, Vho was aboQt 
td hmd at the moriL IWards the evening, a wxM 
was t^tekented that gavte a veiy diflSsrent torn to tha 
Mings of tHe puty. CHk paying thetr respects to the 
loj^al hrnMj, Who hM huded nefr HMH, life sonow 
smd dejection #hich ipt»eared in tlas conoietiabce of 
H^rn^f induced ati inquiry into the tause of hia 
mfclancboly j he replied in a low tone of voice, that 
" Mafooara Makow Was deftd/* VtHpUik, 09 heat- 
ing the news» burst into t fiood of tetu-s } and a sor* 
rowful gloomy sadhesis fiooit overtpH^ the whole 
Mbembfy. On advancing a little flirth6r, #e observed 
dke qii^eh-niother and tier'te-te in teatt^ near th^ 
cmb6 from which they had landed, se^hrting a 
bofidte rotttaftilttg I6nie sharlc^ tbtA, with which 
tlie women of thift toantry torttite diemaelves, t0 
nanifbst their grief on soch occasions. After each 
bd made chdice of an instrament for thit pnrpoae^ 
tbqrieti^ln sitttttdtteilkm to a neTighbcmri&g phoi* 

" Tlie iiext tnomlng (Mt>tod6y the i6th) they 
«t^ ^iti honoured by t visit from &to6 and sevena 
iiiF H«e clbieft, ih tbeir Way to the tnoraS. Soon after^ 
acaaoe, toveted with iHi awning, ^s seeh comi^ 
iirom the n^estw^afd, )3iadliflg In a stjow and tolemn 
manner towar^^ Hfe Ukitki, irk'WM^ Wte the corpse 
of the id^ceased chM. On their elpnerAitig great 
aoxiieity to aee jh^fmref, ikft thb pui^pcfie tf dbcaittlhg, 
f^nissidn to atttod dfe buriid d^xsHony, they were 
uAm^ tUrt he was gone to the morai, bat would 
faMhoo^ectiontDth^bi^l>rt$8ettt. tiieypro. 
ceeded) and pear the rivulet that <lows by ffhipiah*$ 
bme« ti)ey s^w t^ i^aeenvmclth^^ fkr-n-ti, and 
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the widow of the deceased Mahdw, Bitting ail in tem ; 
and in the paroxysms of* their affiiction* woonding 
their heads with the sharks* teeth, they hdd prepared 
the preceding evening. The widow had a smaJlspot 
shaved on the crown of her head, which was bloody, 
and bore other evident marks of having frequendy 
undergone the cruel effect of her despair. Being ap* 
prehensive that the presence of strangers might be 
unwelcome, they took leavi, and repaired to the 
iporai, where the priests had already begun their fu- 
neral solemnities. Pomurrey, Urripiah, and others, 
silently assen^g, they moved quietly through the 
2^sembly, and were seated with as little intemiption 
to the duties, as on entering a church in England 
after the service is commenced. Five priests were 
seated before Pomurrey, chanting a prayer, with 
their faces towards Otoo, who sat on a man's lap. 
About ten yards from him was held a bundle of clotb# 
which contained emblemati<^y the Ratooa j a ge- 
neral name*' for their deities. The body of Mahow, 
wrapped in English red cloth, was deposited under 
an awning in a canoe, whose bow was drawn up a 
ijttle way on the beach near the morai, and was at« 
tended by one man only at her stem, up to his middle 
in water, . to prevent her driving from the spot. The 
priests continued chanting their prayers, firequently 
exalting thjBir voices, until they ended in a .very ^rill 
tone. He who, on this occasion, performed the. 
office of chief priest^ was discovered to be our friend 
Mowree, whose prayer was equally fervent, and con- 
tinued nearly half an hour longer than the rest ; dur- 
ipg which, he was occasionSly joined by another 
priest in a very shrill tone of voice. This prayer of 
Mowret^s seemed, at intervals, like an expostulation 
with the Divinity, bv adverting to the di^erent pro? 
ductions of the island remaining, and still flourishing 
in th^ greatest plent/, and yet Matooara Mahow was 
spffered to die. 

" The address being ended, they all rose up, and 



pnMlidlstt MrofwMI klmg the shoit, Mfciwrt^ite 
catide in Hhieh itfastlie cov|Me» t5 tlie nouili «f tbo 
linftf, wliiM tin fhice'rotid bdktsiiU edutiiiiiad fo 
iiidtti]|8 their «xo(Mgfva grkif $ and on pefoeivniglte 
tiUKSb, bum forth into a lood ytll of lamdntitiiio, 
irlrich'Was acooaaponied by an aoeeleratcd ap^icaiioii 
of the sharks' teeth, until the blood vefy tredy fol* 
MiOff, mingled wilhtb^r tears. The canoe enter- 
ed the brook, and ^proceeded towards another monlt 
at'the ibet of the mountains^ where the cereoMidei 
to to f)eifismied'on'the body of the dootased vequiied 
nidi 'iccncy, that en no acconnt could our ^ cmtle* 
men be perttikied to attend, although it was most 
etfiie«tly raquesDed. As some alleviation to liiis ^lin* 
Ippointniientj Pomtifnypromtsedth^ should ^see tbo 
nauiaer in Whieh the lemains would be debited the 
llett day, and earnestly' intrcated they would desiit 
IhMn iMtninng the {irooession any fortber on the 
^fmm lOMiKlon. As It was generally suspected 4hit 
^toblMy 'V^as nowto'undei^ liie^ocess of eubalm^* . 
b^t the par^^Wiaeh taikiented IVanririy^ iutardic- 
tioD, afrit dsoHied' Amn of the only opportunity that 
peiftibly mi^nt eHt oecnr of ibeoaitiiog ^leqwinted 
with' tbe laaituns ^f tihis op^mtlou } wbence nrifl^bt be 
derived not^Mlytttrieos, i>ot useful anatemieal in^- 
'iDttion. Itib t|MM)piRi • Mr. Menaies to renew bit 
•Mlicltatfoiirto^fMiilttr^, «id be^^niltted^lone; bot 
^<ke8eA«ei>eMMK)ted wWi no better success, they 
tti^i^miliied'to'abaiMSc^'tbeBeinelatieboly'aaiemoitieB, 
-M-^itff^Hd Uieirl»Jii«iMon to few milas'westwi^ m 
'TMc/r^s UssiAMfete i ^\»tiik tbey ibund fdeasaatly 
•iibiattd'iiear tbe-abore, cokisiK}iBg of twolaifebousea 
Hv^ '^cveiMd. >'Here tbey |me entertained with -m 
^toiVa, p^iMmedftky a^mirtibi^F of very younggiHs, in 
die lOvBfiidto «i||iifrer<6f itieeouMry. At a lavticular 
^t df <ibr'dU|ica, ca- leltowsteptip apfioiim'tbe per. 
'fMii4Srs, "iMid' in 'B'^-tiafy obitsepi^, tboogn bidicfoas 
'bNMrtier, ^MiftrtainHl^befiative audieiibe -, ^iMUt on our 
{ea4eMW'lfi«|»rtt(^ag their abbonencc of sucb inde^ 



,coroas befaaviour^ the girls^ in finishiiig* thi»ir psTtSj - 
did'Qot expose their persons below the waiit. After 
distributing some presents to the young actresses, thejr 
retired; and directing their roole hack Uutvugh the 
plantations, 40011 arrived at the house of a chief, where 
Whytooa having provided an exc^knt repast^ they 
w^re sumptuously regaled. 

*^ Next morning they requested to be she^m the 
mocai io which the remains of ilfa^ow^.had been car* 
lied the pieoeding day.. The road was pointed out, 
but having advanced a Tittle way a message was deli- 
vered, requesting tb'ey would return. On explaining 
the promise made by Pamurrey, much hesitation en- 
sued ; after which Whyiooa directed one.of the natives 
only to accompany them, givibg him at the same time 
very particular injunctions. Mr. Broughton and Mr. 
Menzies followed this man, who appear^ exceedingly 
cautious and apprehensive of &itTj step he took. 
They had nbt proceeded far wh^n a general solttaiy 
gloom prevailed | all tl^e houses were deserted, and not 
a living creature, excepting two or three dogs, were to 
be seen, until they arrived near the morai ; where, in 
a small house, three men were observed, who, most 
probably, were the centinels of the sacred place. 
These questioned the guide in a very particular man- 
ner, and then acquainted him, that tA^ body oi Ma* 
how had been removed to the morfu, where it bad 
atopped the day before : and that F<murrtif wa& there 
also. They now took a cursory view of the holy spot, 
which afibided little worthy ot notice. It was termi* 
nated by high perpendicular rocks, whence issued 
several streams of w^ter, whose continued murmurs, 
assisted by the wild and gloomy situation of the morai, 
. gave an awful solemnity to the place, and fitted it to 
. the mournful, sacred purpose, for which it is design- 
ed. ' On the return of these two gentlemen to join 
the rest of the party, they passed the residcuoe of tbe 
YoungAklng Otoo* It consisted of a' middliog-sized 
UQxxsA, inclosed by a railing of woodj utualed on ti^e 
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coofines of the districts of Matavai and Oparre ; be- • 
yond which the religious interdictions did not seef^ 
to extend any great ^tapce, as they soon afterwards 
partook of an excellent breadcfast that tVhytqoah^^ 
taken care to provide. They then returned to the en- 
campment^ extremely well pleased with th^ir ^:(£ui>t 
sion.*' • 

Captain Vancouver^ at the close of his account ol 
the preceding e;xcurston gives the following ideas» 
but which he allows to be principally founded on Qofi-; 
jecture on these religious ceremonies. *^ The opi* 
nion that the operapon of embalming commenced 
at the moral near the inountains was most pyrobably 
correct. One of the principal parts of this ceremony 
I have been given to understand is alwg3rs performed 
in great secrecy, and with muc}i religious siiperstU 
tion^ this is the diseml^welUng.of the l^y. ThQ 
bowels are, by these people,, considered as the im* ' 
mediate organs of sensatioji, ^here the first impres- 
sions are received, and by which alfthe operations of 
the mind are carried on: it is therefore^ natural jtp 
conclude, that 'they may e^teeq, and venerate the 
intestines, as bearing tlie greatest affinity to the imr 
mortal part. I have, frequently held conversation* 
on this subject, with a view to convince them, tba^ 
all intelie<;tual .. operations were garri^ gn inftj^e 
bead J at which they* would ^ general V smjle,. and ii\* 
timate, that they had frequently secQ , men i:ecQvi^ 
wl^e sculls had been .fractured, and whose heads 
bad otherwise beep ipuch ii^jur^di l^^\ij\9it, ;in ^1 
cases in which the intestines ,bad.l3^n,wqunde^^^ 
persons bn a certainty died. .Othe/ argumeotji^thtii^ 
wodd also advance in ^vour of their beliefi- sach^s 
the effect of fear, ^nd other passioai^ which paus^ ^ 
great agitation and uneasiness,- and w.Qnld somieliimes \ 
produce sickness a^ thestondadi), which they atiribot- 
cd intirely tp the actiop-of ttie bowels. If'therefoce 
this reasoning be admitted, it would appear probable 

that the Intestines of Mahow were deposited at tfee^ 
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mMHymtac the tddttmiilHii f 9h^ M^i tt !fs MtrA to 

t^tMK0 Oikdrta (tti^ ^hm bote «o it flfe '^i ^ w 
Anttf,t6 wtibiift^ thdse ^hsii^^ ^tej^ited/tt^f^ 
ttey tAiiy tfdbMfiy ikkj^j^ tK m ^^cdeibttflljr 
rMilM. Akd b^bce it AiQiy Vfe i6f«nM, ^t It & ih 
the placoi made iacfe4 by. the deposit of these re\kf, 
Ihftt f be eemtiiony 6f tifafejf itemytttfr, babitM Fp ^e 
jP^« is ^performed) ^MiMe iMiimels itis tb^lCeeptiAF 
die inquisitiy^. Mod to (Mi&ttitn as far ^^ pMible a 
'Mind silence t^r Ik fUsttiin irpa^ in ^lilch ht 
ies, tartiilg a kind "ofmaee^ ^rhiM iK^itb sbtfrlcs* 

itb> boi^ befefe h\tt\ % b biah iOirti^t MM, 
#bose Htlty is to assntl atty odb iMith tbU formidsftfc 
Weapon, irboikuiy have tb^ temerfty to i^enHli^'iH&» 
in his raaeb, This may aeiiotlnt f0r lf%lli»o*a dfiio^^ 
elinatipn to ))ermit odr feAttet^beb io •visk tlt^-Ai(df«ii 
the 9pj[iannitly deserted bdiisds j atid ^e appreiienv 
8iQns1)f tbe^gmde> V^bb tfafM 'M ibe Idist itfterirop* 
Vton of the pirt)r6obd abd IbldHb alKb€»%bieb^ 
%biied'in that if(6r|^M>e^ii>obB/' '^ ' 

ThetiB'h^^; otptvtffk^ Varions thefts, fWio men 

lietccied ittnlH^ i ilit' firdm t»e ^Hscov^, were 

|mnUhed1tip'rM^ce bFtlBnr cb^ abaVtag 

^))^ir^h«llidslsbd'li '^i£Rt'i(:brrel^tMi. *In'^6bniequbii^ 

Ittf h ci^age frttin ^PlJIWdnW, 0it)tafe ViWWivfef> 

"^i^m. firwfcgbteft *%iftd HyT«j6y,%etttte*Ok^ 

^ist itttfe r^'dtdtfi^^flSrtlfe^tb^fMMftw T»s 

koncetti 'imp 'ttf ttfe fi^HKrr^a VMs tof^^KMifr'Mdh 

^ks might 'h.^'j beeb^tfid^ei^fift)jD CRtfr^lMaerM- 

'fpi'd'tb'tltecliltifii^n^^ni^^ ^n!ec #» ^i i^ iM 

'jm the t*|ia|»a6o, Urbfcb Wift-i^' Vytl»e«»n*WWdd 

|br tbe expi^ft pti^f^^ffiB^f'a WtrT^r '«f%-'iQlffe'fo 

lAeiteitwanl df tb^%t1if|cl*t^iv>f«fr^ iilstla!!^, 

♦^ lapootapootatctt^ j -^btl mt^Wtb'^p 'Wen '^ii- 

^fgoiftg^ the iMtcf pik 6f "ftfeWbH!Mrl^5f*«#«^ In 

tbe Wiifir m«rint»'-fe*;afeSfcva«fy •%y^^^ 
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off> which exhibited the corpse in a very advanced 
ftate of putrefaction. The skin shone very bright 
with the cocoa-nut oil> with which it had been 
anolnied, and which^ we understood;^ was highly im- 
pregnated with *' aehigh,** or sweet-scented wood. 
One of the arms and ^ leg being moved « the joiots 
appeared perfectly flexible. The extremely offensive- 
exhalations that were emitted, rendered it natural to 
conclude, that the whole mass would soon be com* 
pletely decomposed -, but, if credit may be given to 
their assertioos, whicl^ were indubitably confirmed 
by the remains of Tee, and to which I could myself 
bear testimony, this will not be the case. Pomurrey 
informed ua^ ' the corpse was to remain a month in 
this place; then a month was to be employed in- 
its visiting sonie of the western districts ^ after which 
it was to be removed to Tiaraboo for another month j 
whence it was to be carried to Morea, and there 
finally deposited with his forefathers in the morai of 
the&mily. In the course of a few months after its, 
arrival there, it would gradually begin to moulder 
away^ bat by luch very slow degrees, that several 
nu)Qth8 would elapse before the body would be en« 
tirely consumed. . . 

"This method of embalming,' or rather of pre-* 
serving human bodies, is certainly an object of great 
curiosity; particularly, when it Is considered that it- 
is performed under the influence of a vertical sun ; 
BomerimAs in the rainy season 3 and that tlie opera- . 
tors are totally ignorant of. the properties of spices,: 
salts, &:a S^c. as antiseptics.' Whether their prepara*^. 
tioQs be simple or compounded, or what may be the f 
peculiarities observed in the process, remains, I be- ! 
lieve, intirely unknown to Europeans ; and it is much 
to be regretted, that their religious interdictions pre-., 
eluded our attending the whole of these mysterious . 
obsequies, as many vessels may . visit tliis country 
without meeting so favourable an opportunity, with 



14i e^PTAtk ^kii'e9ifi^Mi'i irdTAM . 
persons bn board (jtialifi^d tnd jnclioM icr dtttct fcoA 
wquiries into l^(R*t. 

" The boat's cr^yHr yiMH ragged hObrt tbS Mnsr 
tbat encompassed the tapapuDo^ a pi£beof rraeloth 
from US was givien ib thie widoixr, whr^ ipf&kd W evtf 
Che deld bod/j iomli volli^ wer^ then fired, :lwi I' 
^m direct^ to proiibunce/' Terk Homb jlWHii.** 
that is. For yba mahmi. Oh sbtii^ rain fillth^, the 
body was bken titid^r cover, and cartlblly i^nipped 
tip. We prbbsfeded to ^ ^sltelknt iaew bouse of 
Whftooa's, wblere we dlbed» ^nd ietnrned to Ma- 
tsvai with two htfge hb^, pi^^tiBd bh thll fiioimifal 
dccasioB bf the \^doV bf Miihb#.** 

A serious theft of a large qtiifdatity of Uiffsti belong* 
ing to Mr. Broughton, as wdi as iwb aiei, h^W de. 
manded the most ri^oA)tiS inqntrj. Ah idiHtional 
mortification hapnehlMl on thb aist. '' Towtiitroio, 
4 Sahdwich islander (brbag&t oat fr^ii^ Eiirilnd in 
the pistoovlhy,) bHA, m the touts^ bf thl^ pmriidiog 
xtight, fixmd mie&ns Vo bllpbe fikm the kbip. Of this 
his intientidh, wb had tM for sonse tiMe b^en fite of 
suspicion ; bot I did hot lUte to imjpoi^ ^bsolnte cob- 
flnen^t npon liitai without soirnd ^oof. Hb had 
formed an attachment with the daughter tXPoeno, 
the chief of Mattvai, bb whom* by examihatioii, we 
now fimnd be had lavishly b(»itbwbd nearly all be 
bad possessed. ThiS' was of no small value, for, in- 
dependent of his diundant outfit in England^ many 
presents had been made hhn; to Which h!l W^t of 
pnrinciide had added, by making too fm ifnXk Mab 
vtfuabie articles belonging to the gunner, ivh6 whom 
b^ bad moMed previously to his depiMrtnita. TmoenrDO 
t^sis a boy of weak mfbQIect, bf a snlfe)ii Abositio^, 
ahd excess<ivelv obstinate; ^d thobgh btt doildideQ 
was so very subcttdinate ki the SsMwIcb islands^ Hnt 
there Was littte proba)>itty df bk sifetVlebs biHn^ xm« 
port0n^ to us 4or to our cbttntiyihieb h^aftttv yet 
Bis ejcMiptb yas zraH;^ vf wch cops^uence, as 



toreodirr tkhi^f fi^tpidlmt ttuit bis mtom should 
bf insijiled oinmis tett th^ crew migbt wxpp<m I bai 
Bot Mki€0( iofloenee with tH^ cUtfs to procore it» 
^ pone of tb«m be tempted to abacoQC fii^om tb^ 
vfissciUt The i^ffiiir of t))e axei wg$ aettledr tbey 
teipg 4«sliv«f^ up I aaci as .1 M proioued » soeond 
4iipU7 of firtrworks, Fomuney iQsirisd to Jkuww iJT 
I iiHmed It that eveouig (the %l$$) a$ I bad aig0ified> 
towbiQb I repUed In the i)eprire> 8ii4 fsi^plaioij^^ tb^t 
wbee that pnmbe viscnii4a» tbena was no reaaon to 
9iEpaci tbtt fratftrnkt vp l)ii jfawf esparienced from 
those #bose daty it was to bave observed a y»ty dif* 
feieot ^oodnot wilb iieflpeet to tlm thi^ft n^ the lniet]» 
SUA thr utovmMEil lof 2!7i«ff!ir#oi in botbiof wbicb 
uopsdoflable tMO!«0Llona many c^ ihe (H^lncipal 
dueft w«rf maferialiy concerned. jPatmrtw^ instantly 
DBpMt tluK Tbuwnffiio sbpold tbe next i^y be 
hnaigbt b^, ciUber to the te^ts #r to the Dis- 
cpver^ 4^^j9d>. 4hi tnteitogaliog hm jr^^ecting tl^ 
iiivai* M v^ warm arg^uin^^^t jto^ place between 
Ibe tbaoi? biEOtbersi in wbieb fimwrny In particular 
sccu«Qd#9%Mfp.of a wiipt^of ejKsniQn a^ ^ieodabip 
on the occasioD. In tbe purse of this d^bate^ <be 
flfloie of 4rf»kmh irM fsfqn^^y je^emttomnl: .and 
lof^ras I #oiiW undersund^ iVw^i^Tiiy aeeoNBd Hi^* 
Wmsad ib(aiK W ir^s very M^ociaaiiy eonc^at^. 
Tbi^jneo w»s ag^iakfmMmin llsp^o> one of tb^ 
4l9krk!i»b^im^s%y9 ff7iM09ih wboj «» )i^l as fUrd- 
ra^i jbad iB^^aiNMHwded bioiiMf <<» o«kr ofittioe; lo 
tw»siqae»Qe jatwMi)^ ibe bai ht4r k0en a iCoos$anc 
Kimdaoi on tiie fMaapil^inaefl*: a aian, wbo bad ^iso 
been i«conuaen<l6d hy some c^ the chie& to Msist 
^ m^iiK» %ad Ufm isf^imi w\^ Jrr^mh to bave 
dipr WNT ^ iKiaa^pijiiem i^^^i^ iraa 

coiMiiied. ^ntfeifcire«miMi$!p^9i9giaa4ekno«n 
ao Pmurw4if» Ik f#plled» tb^j^ one, jtf «ot both, ws9C9 
cotainljr feitar- Xb# diaoer b^ng now seim^f^ 
cadad ihr 4cMe} jaft^ir wbiA ibe il^ee brotbaia 
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returned with the servant who had absconded. On 
bis being examined he accused Arreheah as the thief; 
but being ccmscious of the robbery, he had fled, lest 
he should be suspected and punished* This mans 
cvldesice^ although tending to acquit himself^ as the 
principal, clearly proved him an accomplice; and, 
not being without my suspicions that he was in reality 
the thief, I ordered a halter to be put about his neck 
in terrorem, and sent him on board the ship, there to 
he confined in irons ; with the assurance* that if the 
Yfaen was npt restored, he should certainly be 
hanged. 

*f A short debate^ nearly to the same purport, 
Again took place between the three brothers, in which 
Wh^tooa seemed much affected by Pomurrey^s re- 
buke. As the thief was hdv^ known^ I embraced 
this occasion to inform the royal party, that very 
considerable presents were intended to have been 
made to them and the several chiefs ; but not one 
single article would be presented unless Tawereroo 
and Mr. Brdughton^s linen were forthcoming. On 
this they again depalrted, saying every thing should 
be restofed.'* 

After much trouble of investigation, and some coer- 
Gioti, on the ^d the three royal brotheri brought 
b^ck Towererob, with a 'Variety of ex{>iatbry presents. 
The linen there appeared now no prospect of re- 
covering without both losing time, and having recourse 
to unpleasant measurjes, it .was therefore resolved to 
deparf^ithotit* it} presents as usual were distributed, 
and the separation took place with the utmost har- 
mony. ' . 

Captain Vancouver observes^ that '' the veneration 
these people entertain for the names of their sove- 
reign^, has been already very justly, related by Mr. 
Anderson. Butiip e|[ani|)le, I believe, had then ap- 
peared tb lliat judicious obsei-ver, of the extent to 
which this respect is carried. On Otoo*s accession- tu 
th&iinaro, or girdle oif royalty, a'vei}' tepsiderftble ai- 
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k'tlttioQ took place in theil* langaage^ particularly in ^ 
the proper names of all thechiefs^ to which howeret 
it was not solely confined, bnt extended to no less thaa 
forty or ^ftj of the most common words which occur 
in conversation, a)id tiearing not the least affinity 
whatever to the former expressions, l^his new Ian* 
guage every inhabitant is under the i^ecessity of adopt-> 
mg ] as any negligence or coiitailpt of it is pvmished 
with the greatest severity.** 

It appears^ however, to be a nev regulation con- 
fined to these islands, and foy no niseans subsming iti 
the language t^diiferent parts of dbs Grt^at South Sea, 
and a complete understanding of tliese niceties of lan- 
guage was hot easy to be obtained. The different 
changes of the governitient siiKte Captain Cook's 
kst voyage are ne&t detailed. Fonlurrey's sovereignty 
^Bs oQUch interrupted by Maheine, the usurping chief 
(si MoreA, which greatly prwemed the advantages to 
be extsectsd from the animals, plants^ and herbs, left 
bf Captain Cook, which tiad nearly fallen a sacrifiosi: 
to the ravages of >rar. The black cattle were carril^d 
to Monea> and had bred, being now four C0W» f 
and a bull. In the midst of these hostile engagf-» 
meots, Pomurrey nxin-ied the queen mother, the 
near relation ^f his inveterate enemy Maheine^ a 
woman, althdugh vel^ miacuikw in appearance, and 
without pr^tf mioiB to beauty, httd something in her 
deptntticnt pleasing, iaiid of a Goinpamtive elegance of 
manners which b»^oke her descent and condition* 
Her disposition altogether, was so aitliabie as to ooun^ ' 
terbalaBce her de^cteocy xk posMiaJrkttractions. Her 
sister fier re tt, atthough rather handsonier, appesred' 
by np-roeans tO posstaa^wji mental endowments or 
other exceliaut qnalitisea. Qf the twa» the latter ap*< 
]Kared no^i^y ft^m the behavibu^ mf Pomnrisey, to b» 
bis favourite. These Ididies poszested privQegea that 
W neter tefore been seen conffriiBd on any wom^ft 
ot the Gnrat dauth 3ea nation ; as tfafajr were not oniy 
p- rosi^ted 10 ett Of ali tJbfe goud tfahi^pi «f 4bc immiiy, 

voVaqes, tolv xn. P 
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biir allowed to partake of them in company with men ; 
as well the chiefs of the island as ourselves j and oif 
the identical dishes at. any repast of which men had 
eaten> without incurring displeasure or .disgrace. 
These two ladies with the deceased Mahowy were the 
children of a sister of Maheine, and the connection 
was still &rther cemented by another feraily. mar- 
riage; so that on the death of Maheine, Pemurrey 
having got possession of the kingdom of Tiarabou, 
placed his youngest son as its chief, under the supreme 
authority of bis eldest son Otoo, Pomurrey and his 
brothers taking care to watch -over the two young 
princes during their minority. 

*' Omai having died without children, the house which 
Captain Cook Irad built for him, the lands that were 
purchased, and the horse which was still alive, toge* 
ther with such European commodities as remained at 
his death, all descoided to Matuarro, as king of the 
island; and when his majesty is at home, Omais 
house IS his constant residence. From Matuarro we 
learned, tliat Omai was much respected^ and that he 

'I Jtje()uently afforded great.entertainment .to him, and 
the other chief», with the account^of his travels, and 
describing the various countries, objects,. &c. that had 
&llen under his observation ; and that he died univer- 
aally regretted and lamented. . His death, as well as 
that c^ the two New. Zealand boys left with him by 
Captain Cook, was occasioned by a disorder that is 
Mttended.by a large swelling in . the throat, of which 
very few recover." 

Otoa, hesides . his own dominions, would in right of 

^ bis grandmothto, on the death of Mowree, claim the 

^ aovereigitfy of Uliefea. and.Otaha, and in th$ qtean 
time, in consequence of his extensive dominionf « he 

' 'was there . distinguished by .the : title of Jrea - flfara 
Mocra, or chief of the red. feathered Marp, Mnder 
>iibieh title his<autfaoriQr was acknowledged in .0ta- 
heite,.Moreflb, MatteaiTokeco^ Tapea*mannoo, and 
UnaheiAe.. iBitt ^Qov-otb^.cparta there/ bemg some 
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appearance of disaiFection> Pomurrey was very 
anxious to have Captai,n Vancouver's assistance in 
their subjugation, but which enterprize the latter 
found it necessary to decline. 

Pomurrey's character appeared to have improved 
since Captain Vancouver's f6rmer visits, as being 
more discerning and intrepid, and at the same time 
less haughty^ austere, and addicted to low cunning s 
bis conduct, at present, was unifornily correct and 
meritorious. 

" In our traffic, (says Capt. Vancouver) axes were 
the most valuable ; next to these, red cloth, and all 
kinds of European linen ; dles> knives, and fishing- 
hooks, were in great request -, as were scissars and 
looking-glasses by the ladies; nails were of little 
value, and such things as were only of an ornamental 
nature were accepted with indifference, red feathers 
excepted, which I believe would still find a ready 
market. 

*^ So important are the various Europeaa imple* 
ments, and other commodities, now become to the 
happiness and comfort of these islanders, that I can- 
not avoid reflecting with Captain Cook on the very 
deplorable condition to which these good people on a 
certainty must be reduced, should their communica- 
tion with Europeans be ever at an end. The know-'' 
ledge they have now acquired of the superiority, and 
the supply with which they have been furnished of 
the more useful implements, have rendered these, and 
other European commodities, not only essentially ne* 
cessary to their common comforts, but have madd 
them regardless of their former tools and manufac- 
tnres, which are now growing fast out of use, and^ I 
may add, equally out of remembrance. I am like^ 
wise well convinced^ that> by a very smiall addition 
to their present stock of European clothe the culture 
of their cloth plant, which now seems niuch neglected, 
will be entirely disregarded, and they will rely upon 
the precarious supply which- may be obtained from 
oa 
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accidental visitors, tor this and many othei?sof tho 
most important requisites of social 11^. 

'' Under these painful considerations^ it maoifbstly 
appears that Europeans are bound by all the laws of 
humanity, regularly to furnish those 'wants which 
they alone have created ; in return for which a valua* 
ble consideration would be received in provisiions and 
refreshitients, highly beoe&cial to the traders \irho 
may visit the Pacific Ocean. 

''The various manufactures in iron and in cloth 
have become so essentially requisite to their conEinion 
concerns, that instead of these comcaodities beimg re- 
duced in their vilue by the frequent visits of Euro • 
peans> or their supplier of food and refreshowats being 
less plentiful in return, we were served with every 
article in the greatest profu^on. Six hogsheads of 
very line pork were cured ; and had we been better 
provided with salit^ we might have secured ttn times 
that quantity; and sailed with a large ^supply for 
present use, which cono^ehended as raaay live hogs 
and vegetables as we could. find roona to dispose of; 
the whole procuied at least 200 per cent. chea|^ 
tlian on any of Captain Cook*s vbits* notwithstandtug 
the recent departure of the Pandora. 

'' Great alteration has taken place in the nailitary 
c^rations of these people. Oo our first discovery of 
these islands their w^rs were principally of a maritime 
tiature ; but at present it should seem they were con- 
ducted in a very dififerent manner. For although 
some of our gentlemen extended their encursions to a 
considerable distance^ not a single war canoe was seen 
belonging to Otaheite. 

" Ihe youth of Oto9 authorises us to sa^ little Doore^ 
than that he bore every appearance^ of beccmiing a 
very promising man. Some cir^umstaiices attendant 
on this young monarch were so very peculiar and ex- 
traordinary, as tQ make a few observations indispeosa- 
ble. Amongst the first wes tlie curious restriction 
which prohibited his enterins^ any of our habitatious. 
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His father^ when Otoo, and king of the island, was 
under no such interdiction. Nor was the grandfar- 
ther Taom then treated with that degree of obedience 
and respect^ which is at present paid to him on all 
occasions. The origin of the above mysterious rcr 
straiot, or the reasoning on which it has been founded, 
I could not satisfactorily learn. Tlie result^ however, 
of my inquiries on this head induces me to believe, 
that a ceremony very similar to the Natche of the 
Friendly Islands described by* Captain Cook, on 
Potthhou's son being permitted to eat in company 
with his father, will, be performed here. Thi$ cere- 
mony will occupy a considerable space of time^ after 
whi€b he will no longer be carried on mep*s shquir 
ders, but be at liberty like others to walk about. It 
was likewise very remarkable, that we never saw any 
person of consequence of respectability about the ' 
young monarch. His nearest relations, though they 
paid all respect to his high office, di4 not appear to 
regard or converse with him j and those whose duty 
it was to attend h^m on his journies between Oparre 
and onr encampment;, were se^vai^ts froqi tllp lowest 
order of the people. 

" Much encomium, :and with great justice, has 
been bestowed on the beauty of the female inhabitants 
of this country. I cannot avoid acknowledging how 
great was the disappointnient I experienced, in conse- 
quence of the early inapression 1 had received of their 
superior personal endowments. The natives them« 
selves freely admit the alteration^ which in a few 
years has taken place, and seen^ to attribute much 
of the cause to the lamentable diseases introduced by 
European visitors, to which many of their finest wo- 
men, at an early period gf li^, have fallen sacrifices. 
Beauty in this country ^^ especially amongst the wo- 
men, is a £oiver that quickly blossoms, and as quickly 
fades: like the personal accomplishments of the 
Q^eoles of AmefvcsLj theirs soou arrive ax maturity < 
9 « 
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remain but a short time statioaaryv and as rapidly 

decay. 

" To the mce of European atmnftls* I coald add 
but two Cape geese and a gandeir. Wef pkioted soiu^ 
vine cuttings that bad ficurisheci CKtietnely wel4 on 
board ; with somi; orange and k«BOQ. trees ; and an 
assortment of garden seeth ; bvt as nature has been 
so very bountiful in the variety of vegetabl:es she has 
bestowed on this country, the natives seem to possess 
little desire for any addition; aod, if a jrdgnnent is 
to be formed, by the deplorable state in Vf hich we 
found the several spots where foreigo plants ^and seeds 
bad been deposited> we had little reason to be sau* 
guihe in the success of our gardening. Nor do I be* 
lieVe such attempts will ever suceee^ until some Eu* 
ropeans shall renmin on the isiaitid, and by tiie 
force of their exanaple, excite iii the inhabil^fits a 
desire of cultivating the soil by their manual labiuxr^ 
to which at present they are alaiost(i9tr8»geF9. 

'' The aia, and the cloth ,^kint in a small pnj- 
portion, are the only \'egetabka wlikk the. Otabei- 
tans take the 4east trouble to .culttvate. Some tew 
indifferent shaddocks, a little tolerably good maize» 
a few pods of the cari:)!»TC09i, and some v€r)' coarse 
radishes, were the only pixjducUona f saw from the 
various and num6ft)\iu> vegetable exotics, that, froiu 
time to time, harpi? be^iii iatitxitiQed irtto this i&land. • 

'* The milk of goats not having been appropriated 
to any use, «nd the aupt»al nfi>t being sutik:i<eutiy f*^ 
for the tnstfi -of these peinpie, they Uave / fallen into 
disrepute, aud become 6cuVpe« I coiiectedi how- 
ever, a sufficient number to e!»tabii«h a breed of ^esc 
animal s i n l he S undw iv h islancfe . ' * * 

On Tuesday tlie 24th Jan>VKiry.> tlie piseovery and 
Chatham directed their course fo the hurthward, for 
the lirst time pointing their heflds towards \j^ grand 
objtct of the expedition. On the '.Jd Febrimry, {hvy 
pa^sei Ovvhyhtc^ one of the S4iidwich island-s, and 
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werebooottred by a vuit frem TiaHoa> the persAuage 
mentioned in Mr. ,Meares*s voyage> wb^,, since bi^ 
relnra from Chiiw, had taJcen part ix^Uh Tainaah- 
inaah against Tearoawheere, and W\).^ victorious, 
tlieir two chiefs bad agreed to share the government. 
Tianua was taken on board to go on to the Leeward 
islands. The only vessels he said that had arrived 
at or since the preceding autunw, .were three or four 
American brigs and one belonging to Macao. He 
was particularly attentive to every transaction on 
tioard. Tianna, however, after some conversation with 
Towererow, declined proceeding to Attowai 3 and as 
he made an ofier to Towereroo of a handsome esta- 
blishment of house-land and other advantages, which 
the latter was desirous of accepting, Captain Vau- 
couver thought it advisable to fix here withTiauna 
for the present, that on iiis return in the winter he 
migbt be enabled to form a judgment of his treat- 
ment, atkl ^his the rather as Morotoi the native iskud 
of Towereroo was then in luuch confusion. 

in standing aloi^ they met with a canoe iu which 
was a native of Attowai, naao^ Tareehooa. He 
introduced bis master a chiej^ named Kahowmotoo^ 
who prcxiuced a letter, dated Siarch ;j8lh 179I, sign- 
ed £manuel Kimi<$r^ recommending in strong terms 
this chief, Tamaabniaah, aud Tianiiu for their friendly 
2ttehii(>n and hospitality. Kaliowmotoo presented 
Captain V. with tbree ^ae bogs, bat was mortitied 
that he coii4d not get ai^ms qr »mmuokioB ip return. 
Ali the chiefs who visited the ship were eager afttr 
V(«geiable pr4)ductioi}$, which, if attended k> will iu 
fiitufe add to thtHf pvesec^ abundant production. 
Kaiiowmotoo gcA a .packet of garden seed, with a 
goat aiid a knl, with which i>e was highly de- 
lighted. lavia^lKKHiy who preierred tho siame of 
J^ck« hai'iug been with Mr. Ingram commandii)^ 
an Auverican shi^ laden with figus fro«> North West 
America b<;und 4oi^ostQ^i h^ tl»eM'<iy qt Ciiina, wm 
desirous ol' oeiHUwiuig on^ beiftcd the Dii^covcTy, and 



152 ' CAPTAIM VA^TCOUVER's VOYAGE 

to proceed the^oyage, which, with consent of "the 
chief, was complied with. 

After passing some other desolate islands, the 
Discovery anchored, on the 7^ March, in a bay 
called Whykete, south of the island of Woahoo, 
on good and safe grodnd. Some of the inhabitants 
went on board and were excessively orderly and 
docile, which appeared the more remarkable, as they 
had formerly been represented as the most daring 
pnd unmanageable of any in the Sandwich islands. 

'' Our new ship- mate Jack became very useful ; 
he took upon him to represent us in the most for- 
midable point of view to all his countrymen ; mag- 
nifying our powers and augmenting our numbers, 
and prodainiing that we were not traders, such as 
they had been accustomed to see ; but that we wer% 
belonging to King George, and were all mighty war- 
riors. -This being his constant discourse, it is not 
to be wondered that his countr}Tnen became much 
Intimidated 3 dnd as this could be productive of no 
ill consequences, we permitted Jaclt to proceed in 
his encomiums, and unanimously agreed it would 
not be his fault if we were not in high repute 
amongst the islanders." 

Going in search of water under the guidance of 
the nafives, they came to a spacious plain> containing 
various plantations of the eddo or t^o root, separated 
by low stone walls in a very high states of cultivation 
^nd in different stages of inundation, \>y means of 
small rills, which afforded a constapt supply 6f ex* 
cellent water, and witli which the natives promised a 
plentiful supply by «ieans of gourds, the paths being 
too rugged for rolling it-. The gentlep0ss and civility 
pf the natives induced the gentlemen to extend their 
walk througl\ the plantations, which they found very 
pleasant. The taro plant waSi however, almost the 
only useful vegetable they had, and the raising of 
that attended with much care, ingenuity, and labour. 
■>Vtie^:eas, op the pltujs of theseveral parts of it< 



culture, the inhabitaots^ whether planting* xveed- 
ing. or gathering, must, durtog the whole ot these 
operations^ be up to their mididlQ in mud» and ex^ 
]h)sed to the rays of a vertical sun : whereas, on 
the pkius of Otahpite, the surface teems with the 
most abundant produce of escuient vegetable)^ withr 
out the help of industry to aow, plant, or rear thena. 
There, the continued groves of the lofty and nnx* 
brageous bread-fruit^ apple, palm, and other trees, 
siibrd a delightful cool retreatj here the inhabitants 
Xuow uot xli^ luxury of such retirement. Nor did 
it appear in the vegetable kingdom alone that Nature 
here bad been le^a favourable} the humJin species* 
though without doubt originally of the same nation, 
<li0er excessively; and it would seem tliat the com- 
parative benevolence of the Ot^<iit0n8 and these 
people was abobt equal to the natunl iertility of th^ 
soil on which they respectively lived. On our land^ 
ing at Otalieite, the eiusions of friendship and hos» 
pitality were evident in the countenances of every 
one we met. Each endeavoured to anticipate our 
wanta or oqr wishes by the most i^icioating atten- 
tion, and by sedulously striving to be first m per* 
forming any little service we required » invtitiog ua 
to take refreshments at every bouse we approached, 
and maniiesting a degree of kindness tlmt would 
justly be extolled amongst the most pohshed nations. 
At Woahoo we were regarded with an uawekome 
austerity, and our wants treated by tU$ generality 
with a negligent indi^^rence. In the course ol'our 
walk they exhibited no assiduity to please, oor did 
tliey appear apprehensive le&t offence shonkl be 
given i no refreshnjents were oftered, not had we 
invitation to any of the houses, Tlaieir ^enoral be^ 
haviour was distantly civil, ap^refttly directed by a 
diibire to establ'uh a peac^iibie intercourse with 
strangers, from whom there was a prospect of derive 
ing many valuable acquisitions, which would be un<* 
attainable by any other mode of conduct. 
Towards midnight the Chatham arrived, having 
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With respect Id the advantages which the Ameri- 
cans promised theroseives by the commercial interest 
thej are eiadeavouring to establish in these seas. Cap* 
tain Vancouver says, ** Rowbottom and Williams 
infbnned me, that tlieir' captaih had conceived a 
valuable branch of commerce might be created, by 
the importation of the sandal wood of this country 
into India» where it sells at an eitorbitant price ; that, 
in the Air trade, immetise profits had beeh gained, 
insomuch, that it was expected not less than twenty 
vessels would, oA these pursuits^ Sail with their cap^ 
tain (Kendrick) from New England, and that they 
were desired to engage the natives to provide several 
cargoes of this wood> which is easily procured, as the 
mountains of Attowai, as well as those ©f Owhyhee, 
abound with the trees from which it is produce^ ? 
though we were nrtt able to procure any of theit 
leaves, to determine its particular clasi or species. 
The wood seenaed but slightly to answer the descrip-o 
tion given of the yellow sandal wood of India, 
which is there a very valvrable commodity, and is 
*old by weight. 

" The pearls I saw were but few, atid consisted 
of three sorts, the white, yellow, and lead eolour. 
The white were very iodiflereftt, bei»g small, itre* 
gular in shape, aHd possessing little beauty; th^ 
yellow, and those of a lead ^lour, ^«ere better 
formed, and, in point of appearance, of su^ierij^r 
cjuality. Mr. Kendrick must, undoiibtetfly, Afttter 
himself with great emoluments from these branches 
of c(9iiimerce, or he would not thus have retained 
three men in constatit pay Ibr suoh a considerable 
length of time, with a promise of further reward if 
tbey conducted themselves with fidelity towards lus 
imentst. This procseeding, li^wever, appears to 
hare been the effect <iff a sudden thought, rs it was 
not until his brjg was weighing anchor at Onehow, 
that be ^aroe to this determipaiion, and lai;ded the 
ihieeineo.*^ 
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Wednesday the Mth March> the two ships sailed 
for the coast of America. At one part of tlie passage 
(latitude 35'' 25^ longitude 21 7^ 24') they found them- 
selves in the midst of immense numbers of the sea-* 
blubber of the species of the Medusa VilliUa -, so that 
the sur&ce of the ocean, as far as the eye could 
reach, was covered with these animals in such abun^ 
dance, that even a pea could hardly be dropped clear 
of them. The largest did not exceed four inches in 
circumference ; and adhering to them was found a 
worm of a beautiful blue colour, much resembling a 
caterpillar. This worm is about an inch and a half 
loog, thickest toward tlie head, forming a three-sided 
%ure, its back being the broadest $ its belly, or 
onder part, was provided with a festooned membrane> 
vith which it attached itself to the medusa villilia* 
Along the ridge connecting th^ sides and back, from 
the shoulders to the tail, on each side, are number- 
less small fibres^ about \the eighth of an inch in 
length, like the diowny hair of insects, but much more 
substantial ; probably intended to assist the animal in 
its progress through the water. This worm or cater- 
pillar Mr. Menxiss considered to be a new genus of 
the faedusa vilUUa, the following is the description :*^«. 
** These small blubbers are of an oval form, quite 
iat, and measuring about an inch and a half the long- 
est way } their under side is somewhat concave ', the 
odgea, for near a quarter of an inch in width, are of 
a €ir^ blue colour, changing inwardly to a pale 
green; the substance beit^ much thinner and more 
tnosparent there than on the upper side. Perpen- 
dicularly to the plain of their surface stands a very 
thin membiaDe, extending nearly the whole length 
of its longest diameter in a diagonal direction $ it is 
about an inch in height, and forms a segment of a 
circle* This membrane, which seemed to seiTe all 
the purpases of a fin and a sail, was sometimes 
observed to be erect ; at others lying flat, which was 
generally the case in the morning 5 but as the day 
vox,. XXX. P 
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advanced, it became extended. Whether tliis w»s 
voluntary, or the eflfect of the sun's influence, was 3 
question not easily to be decided. When the mem* 
braae was dowa, these little animals were cellected 
into compact clusters, were apparently destitute o£ 
any motion, and their colour at that tihie seemed of a 
4ark green." 

On the 17th April they saw land, being part o€ 
New Albion, and being then in 'Sg"^ ^27[ latitude. 
236*' 25' longitude. The same day they passed Cape 
Mendocino, and on a survey to the noitliward-, d^ 
covered se\'eral places to which Captain V. respec- 
tively gave the names of Rocky Pointy Pumt St, 
(ieorge, the Dragon Rocks, and St. Heor^'s Sap^ 
where they anchored on the 24tii, latitude 42*^ 38^, 
longitude 235^ 44', Here several canoes came o£Ftf» 
both ships With great confidence. 

*' A pleasing and courteous deportment distin- 
guished these people. Their countenances indicated 
nothing ferocious; their features partook rather of 
the general European character ; their colour a iight 
olive ; and besides being punctuated in the fashion of 
the South-Sea islanders, their skin had many other 
marks, apparently from injuries in their excursioas 
through the forests, possibly with little or no cloth- 
ing that could protect them ; though some of us were 
of opinion these marks were purely ornamental^ as is 
the fashion with the inhabitants of Van Dieman^s 
land. Their stature was under the middle size ; nooe 
that we saw exceeding five feet six inches in height. 
They were tolerably well limbed, though slender tu 
their persons ^ bore little or no resemblance to the 
people of Nootka ; nor did they seem to have the 
least knowledge of that language. They seemed to 
prefer the comforts of cleanliness to painting their 
bodies ;.in their ears and noses they had small orna- 
ments of bone ; their hair, which was long and .biack, 
was clean and neatly combed, and generally tied in a 
club behind j though some amongst them Irad their 
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fcair in a club in front also. They were dressed in 
garments that nearly covered them, made principally 
•f the skins of deer, bear, fox, and river otter j one 
or two cub skins of the sea otter were also observed 
amoqgst them. Their canoes, calculated to carry 
about eight people, were rudely wrought out of a 
single Iree j tlicir shape much resembled that of a 
bntcher^s tray, and seemed very unfit for a sea voyage, 
or any distant expedition. They brought but a few 
trifling articles to barter, and they anxiously solicited 
in exchange iron and beads. In this traffic they were 
scnspulously honest, particularly in fixing their bar- 
gain with the first bidder; for, if a second oflered a 
more valuable commodity for what they had to sell, 
Ihej would not consent, but made signs (which could 
not be mistaken), that the £rst should pay the price 
offered by the second, on which the bargain would be 
closed. They did not entertain the least idea of ac- ^ 
cepting presents; for on my giving them some beads, 
medals, iron, &c. they instantly offered their gar- 
ments in return, and seemed much astonished, and I 
believe not less pleased, that I chose to decline them. 
The first man, in particular, gave me some trouble 
to persuade him that he was to retain both the 
trinkets and his garment. 

" After leaving Cape Orford, at the mouth of St. 
George's Bay, and passing Captain Cook*s Cape Gre^ 
gory. Cape Perpetua, Cape Foulweather, Cape Lock' 
A«rf, Cape Disappointment, also a point which Cap- 
tain Vancouver ^med Point Grentnlle; on the 28tli 
they spoke an American ship, Columbia, Mr. Robert 
Gray commander, of Boston, whence she had been 
absent eighteen months. They passed what is called 
DeFnca's Straits; the island of Tatoodie, and the 
populous village of Classel, whence some natives came 
«ff, and very politely invited them ashore. These 
people resembled, in most respects, the people of 
Nootka. Their persons, garments, and behaviour, 
very similar 3 some difference was observed ia 
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their ornaments, particularly in those worn at the 
nose ; for instead of the crescent, generally ad<^t«d 
by the inhabitants of Nootka^ tb^se vore straight 
pieces of bone. Tbeir canoes, arcns, and iQ»ple-> 
ments, were exactly the saoae. Tfaey $poka fthe 
same language, hut did not approach m with the 
formality observed by those people on visiting the 
Resolution and Discovery ; which fnay probably be 
owing to their having becoine naore familiar with 
strangers.** 

On the 2pth they anchored about eight mitoa with^ 
in the entrance of tbe aopposed Siiatts of Jium dt 
Fuca. 

<' Since the vision of the southern continent* (from 
which the Incas of Peru are $»td to have originated^) 
has vanished ; the pretended diacdveries of De Focq 
and De Fonte have been revived, in order to prove 
the existence of a north-west passage. These beve 
been supported by the recent concurring opinions of 
modem traders, one of whom is said to conceive* 
that an opening still further to the north is that which 
De Fuca entered. Under this assertion, shouJld any 
opening further to the northwan) he discoveied l«iad- 
ing to a N. W. passage, the merit of soch.diicoveiy 
will necessarily be ascribed to De Fuca* De Foole* 
or some other ^t'ourite voyager of these doiet phi- 
losophers/* 

It was one special article in Captain Vancouver** 
instructions from the Lords of the Admiralty, *' to pay 
a particular attention to the examination of the sup- 
posed straits of Joan de Faca, said to be attneied be- 
tween 48^ and 4d^ north latitude, and to lead to ea 
opening through wh^ch the aioop Washington is le^ 
ported to have passed iix 1786* and to have coooe oat 
again to the northward of Noolka." Of course he 
made a strict investigation of this passage, aa<l was 
satisfied that it did not exist ; not only so, but it fi>r-> 
tunately happened, that he obtained (Hrect and posi- 
tive evidence of the £EdsehoQd of the. ahovp report. 



ROUND THE WORLD. l6\ 

The Mr. Gray of the Columbia, just mentioned^, 
turned out to be the identical person above alluded to. 
*' It is not possible to conceive any one to be more 
astonished than was Mr. Gray, on his .being m^de 
acquainted, that his authority had been quoted, an4 
the tract pointed out that he had been said to have 
made in tlie sloop Washington. In contradiction tftj 
which, he assured the officers, that he had penetrated 
only fifty miles into the straits in question, in an 
E. S. E. direction ; that he found the passage five - 
leagues wide 5 and tliat he^ understood from the 
natives, that the opening extended^ a' considerable 
distan :e to t^ie northward 5 that this was ail the infor- 
mation he had acquired respecting this inland sea^, 
and that he returned into the ocean by the same way 
he had entered. The inlet he supposed to be the 
fiaroe that De Fuca had discovered, which opinion 
seemed to be universally received \>y all the modern 
visitors. He likewise informed them of his having 
been off the mouth of a river in the latitude of 46° Icy, 
where the outset, or reflux, was so strong, as to prcr 
vent his entering fi)rnine days. This was, probably, 
the opening passed by us pn the forenoon of th#27tk j 
and was, apparently, inaccessible^, not from the cur- 
rent, but trom the breakers that extended across it. 
He had also entered another inlet to the northward;, 
in latitude 54°| 5 in which he fia^i sailed to the lati- 
tude of 5&^, without discovering its termination. 
The south point of entrance into De Fuca* s straits he 
stated to be in 48® 24<, and conceiyed our distance 
from it to be about eight leagues. The last winter 
he had spent in I'ort Cox, or, as the natives call it, 
Clayoquot, from whence he "had sailed but a few 
days. During the vt^inter he had built ^ small vessel, 
in which he ' had dispatched a mate and ten men to 
barter for furs on Queen CharlotteV islands, and was 
himself now commencing his summer's trade along 
the coast to the soutliward. Whilst he remained at 
Clayoquot, H'icpifinisk, the chief of tt^at di5^ricf| 
?3 
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bad concerted a plan (o capture bis ship, by bribing 
a native of Owbyhee, wbom Mr. Gray bad witb bim» 
to wet the priming of air tl>e lire arras on board, 
which were constantly kept loaded i upon which the 
chief would easily have overpowered the ship's ccew, 
by a number of daring Indians who were assembled 
for Chat purpose. This pro)eqt W95 happily discovered* 
and the Americans being on their guardj the fAiai 
^fiLscts of the enterprize were prevented. 

<' Having obtained this information^ our coone 
was again directed along the coasit to the northward. 
It continued to increiise in height as we advaoced^ 
. with numberless detuched rocky islets, anoongst whicb 
were many sunken rocks^ e}Ltending in some places 
9 league from the shore. As we passed the ooler- 
i:nost of thQsie rocks^ at the distance of a m\W, wc 
plainly distio^uliihod ib# south ppint of Qntfaace into 
i)(i Fu^a's st^^tsit bearing by oompasft N. $ W. $ tba 
opposite aide of ib^ ^tmf»» though i|MUstUK:tly fioen m 
consequence of ibe. hM&, f>lainly indicated an opmng 
of considerable ^x^n|* The tUck rainy weather per- 
mitted us to see little of the eountry, yet we were 
eaabled to ascejPti^iB that tbi4 cooat, like that which 
we i}ad hitherto explored fron» Cape Mendocino, was 
firm and compact without any opening into the 
Mediterranean sea, as„ stated in latitude 47^ 45^ 5 or 
ihe least appear^n.ce qf a ^a^ or secure harbour, 
either in that Mtitude, €tr> kom it southward to Cape 
MetuiociiK) ^ PQtwitbstandiiig that* in that space, 
geographers have tbQUght it expedient to furnish 
iliany. Thoae, however^ who from such ideal reports 
may be induced to navigate, in the confidence of 
meeting suqb resorts for shelter or refreshment, wilU 
k is greatly to foe appjchendied, be led into considerr 
#ble enoii and e^perieHw, like nayselii no small 
degree of mortification.** 

The Discovery *£^ yawl and cutter being armed > and 
fupplied with a day's pruvis>ion, set oflf from the 
^dioring place tQ two apparent openings. 



" The *Kt opmiing to the S. E. 0ppc$i?ed to be 
A>r«Bed by two high biufis : the elevated land ^hhia 
Ihein fewDii^jrjBtf a coneidcrabie dbtsmce. It proved, 
hcfw^yer, to be a close and compoct shore, the 
appaneont vacimt f^ace being occupied by a very low 
miy beach, off which extended a flat of very bballow 
«o«Qding9. From hence we niade the best of our 
^9fwy for laiad, appearing like an island, off the btlier 
mppo$ed opening; irom whose scmniir, which 
aeeincd eaay of access, there W9s little doubt of our 
aicertainiftg whether the coast afforded any port 
wUhin reach of the day's excursion. On landing on 
theweatend of the supposed island, and ascending 
its emifieiice, which was nearly a perpendicular cliff, 
our attention was imnaediately called to a laudiicape, 
almost aaenchantlngly beautiful as the most elegantly 
finished pleasure grounds in Europe. From the 
beigjbt we wene now upon, our conjectures of tbii$ 
tend being an ialand aitiiated before tlie entrance of an 
<»peiung in the maui land iwere confirmed. The 
aunamit of ihb island presented nearly a horizontal 
aorfece, interspersed with some inequalities of 
gCQttnd, which produoed a beautiful variety on an 
-extensh'e lawn covered wifth luxuriant grass, and di- 
versified with an abundance of flowers. To the 
northwestward was a coppice of pine trees and shrubs 
of vacioiu sorts, that se^incd as if it had been planted 
for the sole purpose of protecting nom the N. W, 
winds this delightfiil meadow, over which wore pro- 
miaotionfdjr scattered a few clumps of trees, tliat 
would iiave pnaszled the most ingenious designer of 
pleasure grounds to have arranged more agreeably. 
Whilst wc stopped to contemplate these sevenl 
beauties of nature, in a prospect no less pleasing than 
unexpected, ui^e gathered some gooseberries and rObes 
in a «tate of con&iderabie forwardness. Casting oar 
eyes along (be shore, we had the satisfaction of seeing 
it much broken, and forming, to ail appearanee, 
many navigable inlets. The uUet now before us did ^ 
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not seem so extensive as we hod reason to belieye it to 
be irom the ships ; yet there was little doabt of its 
proving sufficiently secure and convenient for all our 
purposes. We therefore proceeded to its examina- 
tion, and found its entrance to be about a league 
wide^ having regular good soundings from 10 fathoms 
close to the shores^ to 30, 35, and 38 fathoms ii% 
the middle^ without any apparent d^inger from rocks 
or shoals. Freshwater, however, seen^cdjiilherto'a 
scarce commodity, and yet^ from the general face of 
the country, a deficiency in thij respect was not to be 
apprehended. • The shores of the harbour were of a 
moderate height 5 its western side, bounded at no 
very great distance by a ridge of high craggy moun- 
tains, covered with snqw, were, as 1 conceived, con^ 
pected with the mountain we took for Mount Olym- 
pus. In quest of the only great object necessary for 
constituting this one of the finest harbours in the 
world, we prosecuted our researches, until almost 
despairing of success, I ^ suddenly fell in with an ex-- 
ceilent stream of very fine water. The design of our 
excursion was thus happily accomplished ; and, after 
taking some little refi^hment, we returned towards 
the ships, and arrived on board about midnight, per- 
fectly satisfied with the success of our expedition^ 
and amply rewarded for our labour. 

'* During my absence, some of the natives had 
been trading wl|h the vessels in a very civil and 
friendly manner. They did not appear to understand 
th^ Nootka language ; as those of our people who had 
some knowledge of it were by no means able to make 
themselves understood. 

'' A light pleasant breeze springing up, we weighed 
on Wednesday nioming the 2d, and steered for the 
port we had discovered ^e preceding day, who«e 
entrance about four leagues distant bore S. £. by £. 
The delightful serenity of the weather greatly aided 
the beautiful scenery that was now present^ ; the 
$ui£ice of the sea ^as perfectly smooth^ and the 
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coontiy.b^ore 119 ei^bibiied every timf ihnt t>oui> 
teoBS Nature could b^ ej^pe^ted tp draw ii)to one point 
of vi^w. At we h9d no r^ajon to inaagioe tb^t tjiU 
i^uotry bad ever been indebted for aoy of 'h» deep- 
jrgtfoQf |p ibe band of nian, ] o^ujd not pos^iblj be- 
lieve that imy uocvdtivated country bad ever been 
4ifcor<^(«i pi^bibitlng sp ruii 9 picture. Tbe land 
irhii^ iptenrnpied tbe bori^on between tbe N- W. 
imd tbe nprtbern qv^rters^ seemed^ as already men- 
tkuned^ to be much broken j from whence it& oastern 
entente reund to tbe S. £. was bounded by a ridge 
of anowy iiMUntainsj appearing to lie nearly iu u 
Bonb and iputb direction, ofi wbicb mount Baker 
rpie cowpic^npudy, reipaitable for iM height, and 
tbe snawy mountains tbat atretdi from ita base to the 
nertb apd trntb. JJetween ^» and this $nowy range, 
the hnd, which* on the sea-shore terminated li^e 
that we bad lately pgs^d> in low perpendicular cMs, 
er fm knoacbea of aaml or Hone> no^ here in a very 
genrie ^c^0t» a^d was well hovered wiih a variety of 
^lately ff^paat tree;^. These, however, did not con* 
ceal the whole, face of the country in one unioter* 
jopted ivilderoeaf, but pleasingly cjoched iu emi- 
meuaep, ju»d chequered tb^vaJleysj presenting, ki 
«)any direptiona, extensive apace9 that wo^ e the ap* 
peewice of Mvmg be^ <;leared by ar|, like the beau* 
tifol ialaad we bad visited the day before. A» ^^ 
paaaed along the abore near one of tbeae charmit^ 
epe^, ibo tfacHa of deer, or of aooie such aiu* 
^, wfire very numefoi»a> and scattered ua with cbi^ 
bope ftf ^ot wanting refr^^bment^ of that nature, 
w^iikt we remained ip thia quarter. 

<< A pi^ure ao pleasing could )n<^ fail to call to 
our remembrance certaif^ deligbtii'ul and beloved situ- 
tiMna in Old Dpgland. lima we prxjceeded without 
ik»e«Ning my obstruction ip .quit progress; which, 
thoiigb oot rapidt brought ua before noon abreast of 
tbe atfeam that dischargea tta water from the western 
abwe« n^v Jfivejrnilea witbin the cptrance oi the bar- 
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bour, which I distingaished by the name of Pomr 
Discovery, after the ship. There we moored, in 
34 fathoms, muddy bottom, about a quarter of a mile 
from the shore. 

'* The entrance of this harbour is formed by low 
projecting points, extending, on each side, from the 
high woodland clififs whicli in general bound the 
coast ', bearing by compass frdm N. 48 W. to N..54: 
W. in a line with two corresponding points from the 
island already described, lying off this harbour. 
Had this insular production of nature been designed 
by the most able engineer, it could not have been 
placed more happily for the protection of the port, 
not only from the N. W. winds, to the violence of 
which it would otherwise be greatly exposed, but 
against all attempts of an enemy, when properlj 
fortified -, and hence I called it Protection Idand. 

''The stream of water, near which we had taken 
a very convenient station, appeared to have its source 
at some distance firom its outfall, through, obe of 
those low spits of sand already mentioned, whieh 
constitute most of the projecting points we had seen 
ever since our having entered this inlet. These 
usually acquire a form somewhat circular^ though 
irregular; and, in general, are nearly ste^ to, ex- 
tending from the cl^ woodland country, from one 
to six hundred yards towards the water's edge, and 
are composed of a loose sandy soil. The sur&ce of 
some was almost intirely occupied by a lagoon of 
salt water, or brackish swamp; others were per- 
•* fectiy dry ; no one of them produced any trees; but 
were mostly covered with a coarse spiry grass, in- 
terspersed with strawberries, two or three species of 
cloVer, samphire, and a great variety of other tmall 
« plants 3 some of which bore very beautiful flowe»« 
On a few of the points were some shrubs that seemed 
to thrive excessively ; such as roses, a species of sweet 
briar, gooseberries^ raspberries^ currants, and se* 
veral other smaller bushes, which, in their respective 
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seasons^ produce most probably the seT«m) fniits 
commoD to this and the opposite side of America. I 

These all appeared to grow very luxuriantly; and, j 

from the quantity of blossoms ^kh which they were i 

loaded, there was great reason to believe them rery i 

productive. v 

" We had little trouble in clearing a sufficient space 
for our encampment, which was very commodiously 
situated close to the north side of the stream or 
brook. The tents, observatory, chronometers, dnd 
instruments, guarded by a party of marines^ were 
sent on shore after dinner > and, whilst they were 
properly arranging, I mad& a short excursion up the 
harbour. It extended nearly in a south, direction, 
about four miles from the ship, and then terminated 
in a muddy flat across its head, about a quarter of 
a mile from the shore. The water, which was 
seven fathoms deep close to the fiat, gradually ^ 
deepened to ten, twenty, and thirty fathoms, good 
holding ground. On this bank were found some 
small indifferent oysters. The shores beyond it are 
low and thickly wooded, and through them there 
appeared to run a very considerable stream of water, 
with several smaller ones, emptying themselves into 
the harbour. The back country had the appearance 
of a swampy fen for a considerable distance. We 
landed not far from the largest rivulet, where we 
found a deserted village capable of containing an' 
hundred inhabitants. The houses were built after 
lite Nootka fashion, but did not seem to have been 
lately the residence of the Indians. The habitations 
had now fallen into decay ; their inside, as well as 
a small surrounding space that appeared to have been 
formerly occupied, were* over-run with weeds H^ 

I amongst which were found several human sculk, and; ' 
other bones, promiscuously scattered about. 

1 *' A few of the natives; in two or three canoes; 

j favoured us with their company, and brought with 

' tiiem some £sh and veBison for sale. The latter was. 
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extremely good, and very acceptable^ as we hsd not 
hitherto obtained any^ thoagh ou oar fitsC arrival 
we had eatertained hopes cf procortng a sup{rfy, 
fram the auraerous tracks of deer which appeared 
freth^ and m all directions* 

''These people, in their persons, canoes, irrnis^ 
ftDplements, &c., seemed to resemble chiefiy the m- 
habttaats of Nootica, though less bedaubisd wldi 
paint, and ksss filthy tn tfaehr external ^peaianoe. 
They wore ornaooents in their ears, but none >Kwre 
observed in their doses | some of them understood 
2 few words of the Nootka language^ they u^eie 
. clothed in deer and bear skins. While the people 
were employed in necessary operatioiis on botid, a 
survey was soade of the port, and Caplain Vancoover, 
with Messrs. Menzies, Puget, aiid Johnstone set 
out in the yawl hnmcfa and cutter, for the purpose 
of becoming better acquainted with this r^ioa. 

** Port Dt9C0vffy, where the vessels lay at anchor, 
is a perfectly aafsr and convenient harbour, having 
it^ outer points one mile and three quarters asunder, 
and situated ui ladtude 48° 7', loagkude 23?^ UOl', 
The country of New Albion, in this ndghbourhoody 
is of a rkh fertile soil. 

** In respect to its minend productiona no great 
variety was observed. Iron ore, in its various forms, 
wafi generally found; and iirom the. weight and 
magnetic qualities of soitie specimens, app^ired to- 
lerably rich,! particularly a hind that nnich reaem- 
1iled the blood stone. These, With quartz, agatc» the 
common flint, and a great intermixture of ochet 
ailicious matter, (most of the stones we met with 
being of that class) with some variety of cakareoos, 
«.n^agne9iaii, and argilaceous earths, were thie imocr^d 
productions generslly 'ibuadL 

" The parts of the vegetable kingdom a^libable 
to useful purposes appeared to grow very luxuriantly, 
and consisted of the Canadian and Norwegian hem- 
lock, stiver piAes, the Tacamabac aqtd Canadian ' 



pop!ar, arbor-vitae, conunoo yfew, black and com-r 
mou dwarf oak, American asb, cooamon bazel, 
sycamore, sugar, mouutain, and Peasylvanian maple^ 
orieatal arbutus, Anierican alder, and common vr'iU 
low; these, with the Canadian alder, small fruited 
crab, and Pensylvanian cherry trees, coustrtuted the 
forests, which may be considered rather as encum-' 
bered, tb^m avlorned, with underwood; although 
there were several places where, in its present state, 
the traveller might ^ss without being in the least 
mcommoded, excepting by the undecayed trunks 
of trees which had faUeo. Of esculent vegetables 
we found but few ; the wbice or dead nettle, and 
samphire, were most cammoD ; . the wild orache, 
vulgarly caHed fat-hen, with the vetch. Two or 
three sorts of wild peas, and the common hedge 
omstard, were frequently, though not always, met 
widi. 

" The knowledge we secured of the.animal king* 
dora was very imperfect. The skins were such as 
are conmionly found amongst tlie inhabitants on the 
sea coasts under the saaiie parallel, and towards 
N(x>tka; tliese were mostly of the coarser and more 
coaimou sorts. Gannenu t>£ sea otter skins were 
not worn, nor did many such skins appear amongst! 
the Inhabitants. Th« only living quadi*ttpeds we saliv, 
weie a black bear, two orthrte wild dogs, abotit 9$ 
many rabbits, several small brown squsrreld, rats, 
mice, and tl)e skofok, whose effluvia wefe the most 
intolerable and offensive I »'er experienced. 

'* Few o( the feathered tribe were proctajcd, al* 
though, CQ our firdt arrival the aquatic birds were 
90 numerous,, that we expected a pmfuse supply oC 
wild fowl; but these were all so extremely shy anil 
watchful,, that our guns seldom readied theci; Riid, 
on being fired at, they disappeareal. Ab6ut tho 
shotes aod on the vocks, we found soytne species ofi 
the tern, the common gidl, sea pigeon > of New* 
^undland, curlews^ sand*larks> shags,, and Ihft black 

VOL. 3LI1. ^ 
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sea pye, like those in New Holland and New Zea- 
land ', these were, however, not so abundant as the 
others. Nor did the woods appear to be mach re- 
sorted to by the feathered race ; two or three spruce 
partridges had been seen; with few, in point of 
number, and litde variety, of small birds : amongst 
which the humming biids bore a great proportion. 
At the outskirts of the woods, and about the water 
side, the white headed and brown eagle, ravens, 
carrbn crows, American king's fisher, and a very 
handsome woodpecker, were seen in numbers; and 
in addition to these, on the low projecting points^ 
and open places in the woods, we frequently saw a 
bird with which .we were wholly unacquainted, 
though we considered it to be a species of the crane 
or heron ; some of their eggs were found of a bluish 
cast, considerably larger than that of a turkey, and 
well tasted. These birds have remarkably long legs 
and necks, and their bodies seemed to equal in size 
the largest turkey. Their plumage is uniformly of 
a light brown, and when erect, their height, on a 
moderate computation, could not' be less than four 
feet. They seemed to prefer open situations, and 
«sed no endeavours to hide or screen themselves 
from our sight, but were too vigilant to allow our 
sportsmen taking them by surprize. Some bW, 
and ^ome nearly white herons of the common size 
were also seen. 

'^ The sea was not much more bountiful to 
us of its animal productions than was its shores. 
The scanty supply of fish we were enat>led to pro- 
cure, consisted in general of the common sorts 
of small flat-fish, elephant flsh, sea bream, sea 
perch, a large sort of spulpin, some weighing hit or 
eight .pounds, with a greenish colour about their 
thmat, belly, and gills; these were very Coarse^ but 
no ill efiects^mwre consequent on eating them.- The 
above, withaiew trout, a small sort of eel extremely 
well tasted, of f yellowish green colour^ were tbe 
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£sbes we mest generally caught. A small oommon 
black^sDake^ a few lizards and frogs^ together with 
a variety of common insects, none of which could 
be considered as very troublesome^ were the only ' 
creatures of the reptile tribe we observed. 
' " This country^ regarded in an agricultui'al point 
of view^ I should conceive, is capable of high im- 
provement, notwithstanding the soil in general may 
be considered to be light and sandy. Its spontaneous 
productions in the vicinity of the woods are nearly 
the same, and grow in equal luxuriance with those 
under a similar parallel in Europe 3 favouring thQ 
hope, that if nutritious exotics were introduced-aind 
careftiUy attended to, they would succeed in the 
highest degree. The mildness of the climate, and 
the forwardness of every species of plants, afforded 
strong grounds in support of this opinion. 

** The interruptions we experienced in the ge« 
neral serenity of the weather, 'were probably no 
more than were absolutely requisite in the spring of 
the year to bring forward the annual productions. 
These were attended with no violence of wind, and 
the rain which fell, although disagreeable to travel- 
lers, was not so heavy as to beat down and destroy 
the first efforts of vegetation. Under all these £1- 
vourable circumstances, the country yet labours 
under one material disadvantage in the scarcity of 
fresh water. The streams, however, that we met with 
appeared sufficient to answer all purposes, in the 
domestic economy of life, to a very numerous body 
of inhabitants : and, were the country cleared and 
searched, there can be little doubt that a variety of 
eligible situations might be found for establishments, 
wh^re, with proper exertions, wholesome water 
might be procured. 

' ** Having considered with impartiality the ex* 
cellencies and defects of this country, as far as came 
under our observation, it now remains to add a few 
words on the chanicter of its inhabitants. 



l^H CAPTAIH YANCOUVSE^S VOYAGE 

** Noue being resideDt iu Port Discovery » and our 
intercourse with tfaem hairing been very confined, 
the kuowledge we may have acqaired of then)» theur 
jnannera^ and customs* muft necessarily be very 
limited, and our conclusions drawn chiefly irom com- 
pariBon. From New Dungeness we travened nearly 
one hundred and dfty miles of their shores without 
tfceiog that number oi' inhabitanls. Those who caiue 
within our notice so nearly resembled the |ieopJeof 
Nootka» that the best delioeation I can od'er is a 
reference to the description of Chose people, whidi 
lias before been so abty, and wkh so much justice, 
given to the public by Captain Cook. The only dif- 
ference I observed was, that in their stature they 
liid not generally appear quite so stoat ; and in their 
habks were less filthy 5 for tbougb these people adorn 
their persons with the same sort of paint, yet it is not 
iaid on in that abundance, nor do they laid their hair 
with that immense quantity of oil and colouring mat- 
ter, which is so customary amongst the people of 
Nootka ; their hair, being in general neatly combed 
and tied behind. 

<' In their weapons, implements, canoes, and 
drtsSf they vary little. Their native woollen gar- 
ment was most in fashion, next to it the skins of 
<ieer, bear, IScc; a few wore dresses manufactured 
from bark, which, like their woollen ones, were 
very neatly wrought. 

" Their spears, arrows, fishgigs, and other wea- 
pons, were shaped exactly like those of Nootk? ; 
but none were pointed with copper, or with musde 
shell. The three ^mer were genei^ally barbed, and 
those poiated with common flint, agate, and bone, 
teemed of theiif original workmanship. Yet mote 
of their arrows were observed to be pointed with 
thin £at iron, than with bone orilint^ and it wdn 
very singular that they sliould |>reftr exchanging those 
pointed with iron tp any of the others. 1 heu* bows 
were of a superior cuiistruction : tliese m general 
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were from two and a haJf, to three feet jn length;, 
the broadest part in the middle was about an inch 
and a half^ and about three quarters of an inch 
thick/ neatly made, gradually tapering to each end, 
which terminated in a shoulder and a hook, for the 
security of the bow string. They were all made of ' 
yeWf and chosen with a naturally inverted curve 
suited to the method of using them. From end to 
end of the concave side, which when strung became 
the convex part, a very strong strip of an elastic hide 
is attached to some, and the skins of serpents to 
others, exactly the shape and length of the bow, 
neatly and firmly ^flijod^ the wood by means of 
a cement, the adhesive property of which I never 
saw, or heard of being, equalled. It is not to be 
affected by either dry or damp weather, and forms 
80 strong a connection with the wood, as to prevent 
a separation without destroying the component parts 
of both. The bow-string is made of the sinew of 
some marine animal laid loose, in order to be twisted 
at pleasure, as the temperature of the atmosphere 
may require to preserve it at a proper length, llius 
is this very, neat little weapon rendered portable, 
elastic, and effective in the highest degree, if we 
may be allowed to judge by the dexterity with which 
it was used by on© of the natives at Port Discovery. . 
" We had little opportunity of acquiring any sa« 
tisfactory information with regard to the public re- 
gulations, or private economy, of these people* 
The situation and appearance of the places we found 
them generally inhabiting, indicated their being 
much accustomed to a change of residence; the de- 
serted villages tended to strengthen the conjecture 
of their being wanderers. Territorial property ap- 
peared to be of little importance -, there was plenty 
of room for their fixed habitations, and those of a 
temporary nature, which we now found them mostly 
to occupy, being principally composed of cross 
sticks^ covered with a few mats^ ^s easily found a 
a3 
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spot for their election, as they were removed from 
one station to another, either as inclination might 
lead, or necessity compel : and having a very ex- 
tensive range of domain, they were not liable to in- 
temiptiGn or opposition from their few surrounding 
neighbours. 

•• To describe the beauties of this region, will, 
on some future occasion, be a very grateful task lo 
the pen of a skilful panegyrist. The serenity of the 
climate, the inniimerable pleasing landsca|3es, ami 
the abundant fertility that unassisted nature puts 
forth, require only to be enriched by tlie industry 
of man with villages, mansions, cottages, and other 
buildings, to render it the most lovely couneiy that 
can be imagined j whilst tl^e labour of the inhabit^ 
ants would be amply rewarded, in the bounties 
which nature seems ready to bestow on cultivation." 

The next place of re^search was Admiralty Inlet 
(so named hy Captain Vancouver), where the »hi|>s 
anchored- off Restoration Point. The general ii>for- 
mation here, unless where it is .siimlar to that Me 
have just passed, is little. The natives were much 
the same, ecjually ill-made, and their perstms be- 
smeared with oil and ochre, and a sort of shining 
chaffy mica very ponderous, and in colours reseui- 
, bling black lead ; but decked more with cop|>er oriia- 
ments, while they were not -wanting in acts and 
offers of friendship and hospitality, and behaved 
with perfect decorum and civility. The best of the 
huts were poor and miserable, constructed something 
after the fashion of a soldier's lent, by two croiw 
sticks about five feet high, connected at each end 
by a ridge pole from one to the other, over sojme of 
which was thrown a coarse kind of m^t, over others 
a few loose branches of trees, shrub?, or grass ; none 
however appeared to l)e constructed i'or protecting 
tl>em, either against I lie beat of suminer, or the 
inclenjency o{ winter. In tl>em were huivg up to 
be cured by the smoke of the fire tliey ke[>t con- 



ftantljT burning, clams^ rauscles, and a few otbet 
kinds of iish^ seemingly intended for their vrinter*$ 
subsistence. 

'' The dogs were numerous, and much resembled 
those of Pomerania, though in general somewhat 
larger. They were all shorn as close to the skin as 
sheep are in England ^ and so compact were their 
ikeces, that large portiops could be lifted up by a 
corner without causing any separation. They were 
composed of a mixture of a coarse kind of wool« 
with ytry 6ne long hair, capable of being spun into 
yam. This gave me reason to believe that their 
woollen clothing might in part be composed of this 
material mixed with a finer kind of wool from some 
oilier animal, as their garments were all too fine to 
be manufhctured from the coarse coating of the dog 
alone. The abundance of these garments an^ongst 
the few people we met with, indicates the anicnai 
from whence the raw material is procured, to be 
very common in this neighbourhood; but as they 
have no one domesticated excepting the dog, their 
supply of wool for their clothing can only be ob- 
tained by hunting the wild creature th^t produces 
it: of which we could not obtain the least infor-» 
mation.*' 

The following particulars are interesting: ^' About 
a dozen of these friendly people had attended at our 
dinner, one part of which was a venison pasty. 
Two of them, expressing a desire to pass the line 
of separation drawn between us^ were permitted tot 
do so. They sat down by us, and ate of the bread 
and fish tlHit we gave them without the least hesita^ 
tion ; bnt on being offered some of the venison^ 
thongh they saw us eat it with great relish, they 
could not be induced to taste it. They received it 
from us with great disgust, and presented it round 
to the rest of the party, by whom it underwent 4 
very strict examination. Their conduct on this oc- 
casion left no doubt in our minds that they believed 



lyd CAPTAIN TANC^TJVEB's VOYAGE 

it to be liuraan flesh, an impression which it was 
highty expedient should be done away. To satisfy 
them that it was the flesh of the deer, we pointed 
to the skins of the animal they had abobt them. 
In reply to this they pointed to each other, and ooade 
signs that could hot be misunderstood, that it was 
the flesh of hutnan beings, and threw it down in 
the dirt, with gestures of great aversion and displea- 
sure. At length we happily convinced them of their 
mistake by shewing tbsm a haunch we had in the 
boat, by which means they were undeceived, and 
some of them ate of the- remainder of the pye with 
a good appetite. 

^' This behaviour, whilst in some measure tend- 
ing to substantiate thei)' knowledge or suspicions that 
such barbarities have existence, led us to conclude^ 
that the character given of the natives of North- 
West America does not attach to every tribe. These 
people have been represented not only as accustom- 
ed inhumanly to devour the flesh of theu* conquered 
enemies ; but also to keep certain servants, or rather 
slaves, of tl\eir own nation, for the sole purpose of 
making the principal part of the banquet, to satisfy 
the unnatural savage gluttony of the chiefs of this 
country, on their visits to each other. Were such 
barbarities practised once a month, as is seated; it 
would be natural to suppose these people, so inured, 
would not have shewn the least"aversion to eating flesh 
of any description ; on tlie contrary, it is not pos- 
sible to conceive a greater degree of abhorrence &an 
was manifested by these good people, until their 
minds were made perfectly easy that it was not hu- 
man flesh we offered them to eat. This instance 
must necessarily exonerate at least this particular 
tribe from so barbarous* a practice; and, as their 
affinity to the inhabitants of Nootka, and of the 
sea-coast, to the south of that place, in their man- 
ners and customs, admits of little di^rence, it is 
but charitable to hope those also, on a more minute 
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inquiry, may be found not altogether deserving such 
a character. They are not, however, free fronj tho 
general failing attendant on a savage life. Oneot 
them having taken a knife and fork to imitate our 
maoDer of eatidg, found means tp secret them under 
h'n garment ; but on his being detected, gave up his 
plunder with the utmost good humour and uncopcera. 

One pan'ty, in ^n excursion, found the appearance 
of an attack from the Indians, who stroi^ their bows, 
and otherwise exhibked hoMile intentions -, but pru- 
dent roanagemerU, and the firing a shot from a 
swivel, produced the best consequences. Their bows 
were soon unstrung ; and instead of their menacing n 
combat, their weapons became articles of traffic, 19 
common with other triEes they had to dispose of, for 
copper, buttons, Icnives, boads, and other ornaments ^ 
in which iriendJy intercourse, they accompanied th^ 
boats until towards the evening, when they peaceably 
took their leave, and returned to their home. 

" On Monday, the 4th, the ship*s companie3 were 
served as good a dioner as we were able to provide 
them, with double allowance of grog to drink the 
King's health, it being the anniversary of his Ma-\ 
jesty*s birtli ; on wiiich auspicious day, I had long 
since designed to take formal possession of all the 
countries we had lately been employed in exploring^ 
in the name of, and for his Britannic Majesty, h'^ 
heirs smd successors. 

"To execute this purpose, accompanied by IVCr. 
Broughton and some of the ofiicers, 1 went on shor^ 
about onp o* clock, pursuing the U8ual form^Utie» 
which are generally observed on suqli occasions, and 
under the discharge of a royal 3S^ut^ from the vessels, 
took possession accordingly of the coast, from that 
part of New Albiou, in the latitude qf 39° 20' north, 
and longitude 236° 26f east, to tlie entrance of tbi^ 
inlet of the sea, said to be the. supposed straits 4f 
Juan de Fuca ; as likewise all thp coast islands, &c. 
within the said straits, as well on the northern as.cA 
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the 8out()em shores ; together with those situated in 
tne interior sea we had discovered, extending from 
the said straits, in various directions, between the 
north-west, north-east, and southern qiiarters; 
which interior sea I have honoured with the name of 
The Gulf op Georgia ; and the continent binding 
the said gulf, and extending southward to the 45th 
degree of north latitude, with that of New Georgia, 
in honour of his present Majesty. This branch of 
Admiralty inlet obtained the^ name of Possession 
Sound } its western arm, after Vice Admiral Sir 
Alan Gardner, I distinguished by the name of Port 
Gardner, and its smaller eastern one by that of 
Port Susan." 

On the 5th of June, the Discovery and Chatham 
sailed from Possession Sound. Having anchored on 
the 11th in Strawberry Bay, so named from its 
producing that excellent fruit in abundance, latitude 
48*^36', longitude 237° 34, and there being several 
things necessary to be done. Captain Y. and Mr. 
Puget, in the Discovery's yawl, and Mr. Whidbey 
in the cutter, attended by the Chatham's launch, ex- 
plored the neighbourhood. At an island, iiear a point, 
named by Captain V. Point Grey, in honour of Cap- 
tain George Grey, of the Navy, he was met by about 
iifty Indian canoes, who conducted themselves with 
the greatest decorum and civility, and presented the 
parhr with fish cooked and uncooked, for which they 
preferred a return in iron to copper. Thes« Indians 
differed little from those already seen, but they ap- 
peared to have never before been visited by Euro- 
peans. Th»s Captain V. denominated Burrard's 
Channel, in which were Point Atkinson and Passage 
Island. 

'^ Quitting Point Atkinson, and proceeding up the 
Sound, we passed, on the western shore, some de- 
tached rocks, with some sunken ones amongst them, 
that extend about two miles, but are not so far from 
the^hore as to Impede the navigation of the Sound; 
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up which we made a rapid progress, by the assistance 
of a fresh southerly gale, attended with dark gloomy 
weather, that greatly added to the dreary prospect of 
the surrounding country. The low fertile shores we 
ba^ been accustomed to see, though lately with some 
interrdption, here no longer existed 5 their place was 
now occupied by the base of the stupendous snowy 
barrier, thinly wooded, and rising from tl^e sea ab- 
ruptly to the clouds -, from whose frigid summit, the 
dissolving snow in foaming torrents rushed down the 
sides and chasms of its rugged surface, exhibiting aU 
together a sublime, though gloomy spectacle, which 
animated nature seenvsd to have deserted^ Not a 
bird, nor living creature was to be seen, and the 
roaring of tlie filing cataracts in every direction, pre- 
eluded their being heard^ had any been in our neigh* 
bourhood." 

'^ In this dreary and comfortless region, it was no 
inconsiderable piece of good fortune to find a I'rttle 
cove in which we could take shelter, and a small spot 
of level land on which we could erect our tent ; as we 
had scarcely dnished our examination when the wind 
became excessively boisterous from the southward, at» 
tended witli heavy squalls and torrents of rain, which 
continuing until noon the following day, Friday the 
Uth, occasioned a very unpleasant detention. But 
for this circumstance we might too hastily have 
concluded that this part of the gdlf was uniu" 
habited. In the morning we were visited by near 
forty of the natives, on whose approach, from the 
very material alteration that had now taken place in 
the face of the country, we expected to find some 
difference in their general character. This conjecture 
was however premature, as they varied in no respect 
whatever, but in possessing a more ardent desire for 
commercial transactions ; into the spirit of which 
they entered with infinitely more avidity than any of 
our former acquaintances, not only in bartering 
amongst .thems^ves the different valuables ihey hu^. 
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obtained from us> but when that, trade became slacks 
in excbadgipg those articles again whh our people > 
in which tramc they always took carO' to gain some 
tdvantage, and would frequently exult on the occa- 
sion. Somefish^ their garments^ spears, bows, and 
arrows, to which these people wisely added their 
copper ornaments^ comprized their general stock in 
trade. Ivon, in all its forms, they judiciously pre- 
ferred to any other article we had to oflTcr." 

•' As we wei'e rowing, on the raorning of Friday 
the 22d, for Point Grey, purposing there to lasxi and 
breakfast, we discovered two vessek at anchor under 
ikhe land. They were a brig and a schooner, wearing 
the Colours of Spanish vessels of war, which I con* 
ceived were most probably employed in pursuits si- 
milar to our own ; and this, on my arrival on board, 
was confirmed. The^e vessels proved to be a detach- 
ment from the commisskm of Sergnor Malaspina, 
who was himself employed in tiie Pbillippine islands ; 
^ Seignor Malaspina had, the preceding year, visited the 
coast ; and these vessels, bis Catholic Majesty's brig 
the Sutil, under the command of Seignor Don D. 
Galianoy with the schooner Mexicana^ commanded 
by Seignor Don C. Valdes, both captains of frigates 
in the Spanish navy, had sailed fi-om Acapuico on the 
8th of March, in order to prosecute discoveries on 
this coast. Seignor Galiano, who spoke a little Eng- 
lish, informed me, that they had arrived at Nootka 
on the 1 1th of April, whence they had sailed on the 
5th of this month, in order to complete the e^raina- 
tion of this inlet, which had, in the preced'mg year, 
been partly surveyed by some Spanish officers, whose 
chart they produced. 

'' I cannot avoid acknowledging that, on this occa<- 
Bion, I escperienced no small degree of mortification 
in tindixijg the external shores of the gulf 1^ been 
visited, and already examined a few miles beyond 
ivherfe my researches,* during the excursion, had ex- 
tended i making thelandj I had been in doubt about, 



ROUKD THB WORLD. 181 

an island; contiaubg nearly in tbe same direction » 
about four leagues further tlian had been seen by us -, 
and> by the Spaniards^ named Favidd. Tbe channel^ 
between it aud the main, tliey liad called Canal del 
Neustra Signora del Rosario^ whose western point 
had terminated their examination j which seemed to 
have been entirely confined to tbe exterior shores, as 
the extensive arms and inlets, which had occupied so 
much of our time, had not claimed the le^t of their 
attentioii. 

" The Spanish vessels that had been thus employed 
Ipst year, had refitted in the identical part ot* Port 
Discovery, which afforded us similm* accommodation. 
From thesfe gentlemen 1 likewise understood, that 
Seignor Quadra, the commander in chief of the 
Spanish marine at St. Bias and at California, was, with 
three frigates and a brig, waiting my arrival at Nootka^ 
in order to negotiate the restoration of those territories 
to the crown of Great Britain. Their conduct was 
replete with that politeness and friendship which cha- 
racterizes the Spanish nation ; every kind of useful 
information they cheerfully communicated, and oblig- 
ingly expressed much desire, that circumstances might 
so concur as to admit our respective labours l)eiug 
carried on together j for which purpose, or, if from 
our long absence and fatigue in an opeii boat, I would 
wish to remain with my party as their guest, they 
would immediately dispatch a boat with such direc- 
tions as I might deem necessary for the conduct oith^ 
ships, or, in the event of a favourable breeze sprmg- 
ing up, they wnuld. weigh and, sail directly to thcu^ 
station : but being intent on losing no titne^ I de- 
clined their obliging, offers, and having partc^ken with 
them a very hearty, breakfast, bade them farewel, not 
less pleased with their hospiUklity and attention, than 
astonished at the vessels in which they were employed 
to executie a service of such a nature. They were 
each about forty- five totis burthen, mounting two' 
brass- guns, and were navigated by twenty-four mea, 
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bearing one lieutenant, without a single inferior offi- 
cer. Their apartments just allowed room for deeping 
places on each side, with a table in tlie intermediate 
space, at which four persims, with some difficulty, 
could sit, and were, in all other respects, the most 
ill calculated and unfit vessels that could possibly be 
imagined for such ah expedition ; notwithstanding 
this, it was pleasant to observe, in point of living, 
they possessed many more comforts than could rea- 
^nably have been expected." 

Having'Gontinued their route to the northward, in 
company with the Spanish vessels, they had some 
•hopes from appearances, and the reports made by In- 
dians, of the existence of an inlet communfcating with 
the ocean to the northward 5 but they were delusive, 
as appeared from a survey by both the British and 
{Spanish ships ; and the bomidar^ of the continental 
shore was completely ascertained to a narrow passage, 
tilistinguished by Captain V. as Bule*8 Channel, and 
the strongest presumption induced us to belike, that 
the whole of the cpast, on the western side, southward 
of that passage, was composed of innumerable islands. 

Of the occurrences of the other party the following 
is the most interesting : 

^* On* the morning ©f the 8th July, they were 
inuch surprised bv the teport of a gun at no very 
great distance. Tniswas immediately answered by 
'a swivel 3 but tio return was heard. On the fog 
desiring ^way, a small canoe appeared, which attend- 
ed tiiem until they reached a village of greater cod- 
'sequence, in point of size,, than iaiiy they had before 
'teen, situated on th^ front of a hill near the sea-side. 
. The two Indians in the canoe, fiodrng they were 
aeen by those on shore, ventured alongside our boats ; 
and in the canoe was a musket with its appendages, 
'arid an eagle recendy shot, which easily accounted 
for the discl)arge heard in the fog. As tlSey ap- 
proached the village several canoes visited the party; 
each irf-whjch was antted with a rapsket, and pro- 
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nded with ammttnitioa $ in one canoe there were 
three -, these were considered as b^ooging to a chief, 
who infonned them, that the village was under tlie 
authority of Maqu'mnat or MaquiUa, as It is called by 
the £oglish, the chief of Nootka> who^ they gave our 
party reason to believe, was then on snore. The 
village had the appearance of being constructed with 
iDuch regularity } . its inhabitants numerous, and all 
seemingly well armed : under these circumstances it 
was passed by> without further inquiry^ agreeably, to 
our established maxim, never to court a danger on 
shore when necessity did not compel our landing. 
, *' After the chief had received some presents/ 
amongst which copper seemed to him the most va* 
luable, he, with most of his companions, returned 
to the shore ; and, on landii^, fired several muskets., 
to shew, io all probability, with what dexterity they 
could use these weapcMis. 

*' Senrs. Galiano and Valdes I made acquainted 
with our discoveries $ and with my intention of de« 
partings in coosequenoe of the information we had 
gainedi the first favourable moment. 

" When the village was pointed out where Maquin- 
m was supposed to have been, Senr. Valdes was of 
opioion, that circomstance was highly, probable, 
knowing he had authority over an extensive country 
to the north-westward of Nootka. 

" These gentlemen received such informatioo 
of all our discoveries up to this period as they re- 
quired, and now begged leave to decline accompany- 
infir us further, as the powers they possessed in theif 
miserable vessels, were uD^qual to a co-operation wit^ 
us, and being apprehensive their attendance would 
retard our progress. Senr. Galiano favonred me with 
a copy of his survey, and other particulars relative to 
this inlet of the sea^ which contained also that part of 
the neighbouring coast extending norihrwestward 
from the straits of De Fuca, beyond Nootka, to the 
latitude of ^(f 3', , iQpgitodi^ 232° 4e'* He. likewise 
» 2 
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gave me a letter to be forwarded to Senr. Qaadra, at 
Nootka» by Maquinna, or any of his people with 
whom we might chance to meet, together with an 
introductory one to Senr. Quadra, when I should 
have the pleasure of meeting him at Nootka. After 
an exchange of good' wishes,^ we bade each other 
iarewel, having experienced much satisfaction, and 
mutually received every l^indness and attention that our 
peculiar situation could afford to our little society. 
From these gentlemen we were assured, that on our 
arrival at Nootka we should meet a most cordial ze« 
ception, and be more pleasantly situated than we 
could imagine, as the houses had lately undergone a 
thorough repair, and all the gardens had Seen put and 
kept in the highest order, for the purpose of being so 
delivered into our possessicx)/' 

On the 19th, they were ojfF a village on a sandy 
island, latitude 50* 35|', longitude 232'* 57'. The 
inhabitants, who were numerous^ brought skins of 
the sea -otter, of dn excellent quality, in gredt abun- 
dance, which were bartered for sheet-copper, and 
blue cloth ; those articles being in the highest esti« 
mation amongst them. Most of these people under- 
stood the language of Nootka> though it did not ap- 
pear to be generally spoTcen. The Ty-eie, or chief of 
the village, paid us an early visit, and received from 
nie some presents which highly delighted him. I 
understood his name to be Cheslakees. 

*' Accompanied by some of the officers, Mr. 
Menzies, and our new guest Chalakeet, I repaired 
to the village, and found it pleasantly situated on a 
sloping hill> above the banks of a fine fresh-watei 
rivulet^ discharging itself into a small creek or cove. 
It was exposed to a southern aspect, whilst higher 
hills behind, covered with lofty pines^ shelterni it 
completely from the northern winds. The booses, 
in number thirty-four, ^ere arranged in regular 
"Btreets > the larger oues^ were the habitati6n8 of the 
|>rincipal people^ who bad them decorated with 
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paintings and , other ornaaiexits> forming various 
figures, ^parently the rude designs oif fancy -, thongli 
it is by no means in]|>robabiej they might annex soma 
meaning to the figures they de^ibed^ too remote, (^v 
bieroglyphical, for our comprehension.. The housa 
of our leader Cheslakees was distinguished by thre^ 
rafters of stout timber raised above the roof^ according 
to the architecture of Nootka^ though much inferior 
to those I had there seen in point of size > the whole, 
irom the oppoute side of the creek, presented a ver|r 
picturesque appearance. 

" The. houses were coxutructed after the mapnec 
at Nootka, but appeared rather less iilthyi and th§' 
inhabitants were undoubtedly of the same mtion^ 
di&ring little in their dress, or genecal deportment* 
Several families lived under ti^e same ropf ) but theU 
sleeping apartments were separated, and more de« 
cency seemed to be observed in their domestic econa* 
my, than 1 recollected to be the practice at Nootka« 
The >vomen, who in proportion appeared numerous^ 
were variously employed^ some in their different 
household affairs, others m the manufacture of their 
garments from bark and other materials ; though xk| 
oue was engaged in makings their woollen iipparel, 
which 1 much regretted. The fabrication of mat9 
for a variety of purposes, and a kind of basket, 
wrought so curiously close, as to contain water like 
an earthen vessel without the l^st leakage pr dripi 
comprehended the general .employxnent of the wo^ 
men, who were not less induatricms than ingeniov^.. r 

*' As inquides into tho laudable ingenuity of others 
are not to be satisfied izv the civiU^ed world without 
some expeuce> so inv^stigatiQaa oi the like nariburQ 
§mongst the uncultivated regions were not to be na^ 
in ^is society without due aokoowledgoskept^: wj|[uqb 
were solijcited by these female artizans in every house 
we entered 5 and so abundant were their d^iupiands, 
that although I considered myself amply provided fo|: 
^ ocqasioa with beada^ hawks* beUsj^ ajrid otimik 
R 8 
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trinkets, my box, as well as my pockets, and those 
of the gentlemen who were of ihe party, were soon 
nearly emptied. At the conclusion of this visit we 
were entertained at ^^the house of an elderly chief, to 
^hom Cheslakees, and every other person, paid (nucb 
respect, with a song, by no means unmelodious, 
though the performance of it was rendered excessively 
savage, by the uncouth gestures, and rude actions acr 
companyirig^ it, similar to the representations I had 
before seen at Nootka. The song being iini«.lied, we 
^vere each presented with a strip of seaTOtter . skin ; 
ihe distribution of which occupi^ some time. After 
this ceremony a song from the ladies was expected ,• 
and during this interval, I observed in the hands of the 
numerous tribe that now surrounded us, many spears 
pointed with iron, cljubs^ large knives, and other 
weapons with which they were not furnished on our 
flrst approach io the village. I was not altogether sa- 
tisfied with this change in their appearance, tliongb I 
had every reason to believe their intentions were of 
the most ^iiioftfensive nature, and that it was most 
probable they had thus produced their arriis to show 
their Wealth, and impress as with an idea of iheir 
consequence 3 I deemed it, however, most advise- 
able t© withdraw; ,^nd having distributed, the feV 
remaining Articles we had reserved, Cheslakeeg was 
informed I was about to return j on which he, with 
his i-ekftons wha had attended us through the vil- 
lage, acconApiinled. us t6 the sandy island^ whither I 
went to observe its latitude. / 
' • ** Scwie few others of thfe Indians attended us on 
ih\s occasion, wh<^se behaviour being orderly and 
fcM!;\they Wete ' t)crmitted to assemble round me 
WiM)st' observing. • T^wywere excessively amused 
V9\'^ the Effect of the sun-s-rays through the reading 
^Isfis ; and the eiiti^ordinary quality of the quicksilver 
Us^a^rtb'e purpose of an artificial horizon, aiforded 
MiJ^Afi'-th^'greatest entcMainitoent, until our business 
%iis etfdied, when they/ iq a > cry friendly mannei^ 
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took leave^ and con6rmed me in the opinionj that 
tlie martial appeai:ance they liad assumed^ waa 
purely the effect of ostentation. 

" In most of the bouses were two or three musketSj 
which, by their locks and mounting, appeared to be 
Spanish. Cheslakees had n(> less Sian eight in his 
house, all kept in excellent order: these, together 
with a great variety of other European commodities, 
1 presumed, were procured immediately from Nootka, 
as, on pointing to many of them, they gave us to 
understand they had come ^om thence, and in their 
commercial concerns with us, frequently explained^ 
that their skins would fetch more at Nootka than we 
chose to offer. Their total number we estimated at 
about five hundred* They were well versed in the 
principles of trade, and carried it on in a very fair 
and honourable manner. Sea«otter skins were the 
chief objects of our people's traffic, who purchased 
nearly two hundred in the course of the day. Mr. 
Menzif^s informed me, that these had been procured 
at least an hundred per cent, dearer than when he 
visited the co&st on a former occasion, which mani- 
fcsily proved, that either a surplus quantity of £uro- 
-pean commodities had been since imported into this 
*countrj^or more probably, that the avidity shewn 
by the lival adventurers in this commerce, and the 
eagerness of an unrestrained tlirong of purchasers 
from different nations, had brought European com- 
modities into low estimation. Iron was become 9. 
mere drug; and when we refused them fire«-arms 
and ammunition, which humanity, - prudehbe, and 
policy, directed to be witb-held, nothing but large 
sheets of cop{)er, and blue woollen cloth engaged 
their attention in a commercial way $ beads and other 
trinkets they accepted as presents, but they returned 
nothing in exchange.*' 

In the mean time, Mr. Broughton arrived from a 
research, where, among other ^ces, he discovered, 
\n latitude Hff 3^', longitude 1^3^ IQ^, an extensive 
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cluster of islands; rockj isiets^afid rocks^ which Capt*. 
Vancouver called Broughton*s Archipelago. Hence 
both vessels proceeded to Che westward on the 29th, 
and next day came to anchor in an opening on the 
western side of Deep Sea Bluffy and here Captain V. 
determined that the vessels should remain stationary, 
whilst the boats explored the broken country before 
them^ which promised to furnish other passages into 
the great western channel they had quitted, and bore 
every appearance of leading to the Pacific Ocean, 

This investigation was attended with imminent 
danger from the sunken rocks, but was happily got 
over without injury. The navigation was throughout 
dangerous, and full of rocky islets and rocks, as well 
beneath as above the surfaces of the water. The par* 
ticularB of these difficulties, as well as the results of 
tliis exploratory excursion* are too much of a nautical 
nature to require detail h^re. 

Friday, the lyth, whilst we thus remained under 
much concern for the safetyof our detached parties, 
we were suddenly surprised by the arrival of a bng 
off tlie entrance of the cove, under BnglUb colours. 
A sight so uncommoui created a v^iety of opinions 
as to the cause that would induce any vessel in a com- 
mercial pursuit (for so she appeared to be employed) 
to visit a region so desolate and inhospitable. Our 
suspense^ however^ was at an end oa the return of 
Lieutenant Baker, who informed me she was the 
Venus belonging to Bengal, of 110 tons burthen, 
commanded by Mr. Shepherd, lait $rom Nootka, 
and bound on a trading voyage along these shores ; 
that having £>iind the price of i^ins so eidorbitant on 
the sea coast, he had been^ hidueed to lij'tbis inland 
<iavigartion> m the hope of procuring tham at a less 
extravagant prioe^ By him we leoeiyed the feasant 
tidings of the arrival of the Dapdalus store-ship, kdeii 
^ith a supply of provisions aCid stores for our cse ; 
and he aoiualnt^dlitr/ Baker, that Se^^nor Qi^adfa 
wa» waking with itsi' glMfesI kc^nticnpe to deKy^ 
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up tbe settlement and territories at Nootka. But> as 
fortune too frequently coinbines disastrous circum- 
stances with grateful intelligence, Mr. Shepherd had 
bFOQgbt with him a letter from Mr. Thpmas New^ 
master of the Daedalus, informing me of a most dis-> 
tressing and melancholy eveni. Lieutenant Hergest^ 
the commander, Mr. William Gooch, the astrono- 
mer, withoneof theseanoen belonging totheDaeda« 
las, bad been murdered by the inhabitants of Woaboo^ 
whilst on shore procuring water at that island. A 
circumstance so. much to be deplored, and so little to 
be expected, was sincerely lamented by us all, and 
sincerely felt by myself, as Mr. Hergest had> for 
many years, been my most intimate friend 5 he was 
a most valuable character; and I had ever esteemed 
him as a man not less deserving my respect than 
intitled to my regard. The loss of Mr. Gooch, 
though I had not the pleasure of his acquaintancej^ 
would tumvoidably be matef ially felt in the service we 
had to execute during the ensuing part of our voyage.*' 

In consequence of the above intelligence from 
Nootka, Captain V. resolved to proceed thither im- 
mediately, meaning to ej^tend the examination of the 
coast this autumn, southward from Cape Mendocenp 
tn the southernmost point of the extended investiga- 
tions in tliis hemisphere. 

Accordingly, on August 19th, he proceeded from 
the last station, namely Point ,Menzies» in latitude 
^2» W, longitude 232^ 55^, and on tbe 28th, arrived 
off Nootka Sound. 

" On reaching its entrance, we were visited by a 
Spanish Officer, who brought a pilot to conduct the 
vessel to anchorage in Friendly cove, where we found 
liding his Catholic Majesty's brig the Active, bearing 
the broad pendant of Seignor Don Juan Francisco de 
la Bod^a y Quadra, commandant of the marine 
establishment of St. Bias and California. 

•' The Chatham, by tbe partial clearing of the fog, 
bad fi^oi^d ber wa^ in some im^ before \\s : the Dap* 
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dalus ^ore-sMp, and a small merchant brig called the 
Three Brothers of London, commanded by Liente- 
taaai Alder of theiiavy^ were also there at anchor. 
, " As Seignor Quadra resided on shore^ I sent Mr. 
Fuget to acquaint him with oar arrival, and to say; 
that i w^oald sahite the Spanish flag, if he wooki re- 
turn an equal number of guns. On receiving a very 
polite answer in the affirmative, we saluted with thir* 
teoi guns, which were returiwd, and on my going 
OU shore, aoGom)Ninied by some of the officers, we 
had the honour 6f being received with the greatest 
Cordiality and attention from the commandant, who 
inibrlned me he would -return our visit the nest 
morning. 

*^* Agreeably to his eng^Mient, Seigoor Quadra« 
with several of his officers came on board the IHs« 
covery, on Wednesday the 2grth, where they break- 
fasted, and were saluted with thirteen guns on their 
arrival and departure | the day was afterwards spent 
in ceretBonious offices of civility, with much har^. 
mony and festivity. As many officers as could 
be spared from ihe vessels, with myself, dined with 
Seignor Quadra, and were gratified with a repast we 
had lately beeu^ little accustomed to, or had the most 
distant idea of meeting with at this place. A dinner 
of five courses, consisting of a supei^nity of the best 
provisions, was served with great elegance ; a rdyal 
salute was fired on drinking health to the sovereigns 
6f England and Spain, and a salute of seventeen guos 
to the success of the service in which the Discovery 
and Chatham were engaged. 

*' Maquinna, who was present on this occasion, 
had early in the morning, from being unknown to 
us, been prevented coming on board the Disooverf 
by the sentinels and the officer oh deck, as there was 
not in his appearance the smallest indication of his 
superior rank. Of this indignity he had complained 
in a most angry manner to Seignor Quadra, wh# 
very obligingly found means to soothe, him ; and after 



leceiving soflie presents ei blue cloth, copper, &c. at 
breakfiist fcline he appeared to be satisfied of our 
friendly iatentions : but no sooner had be drank a few 
glasses of wiile> than he renewed the subject, regret- 
ted the Spaniards were about to quit the place, and 
asserted that we should presently gire it up to some 
other nation $ by which means himself and his people 
would be constantly disturbed and harassed by new 
Boaslers. Seignor Quadra took much pains to explain 
that it was our ignorance of his person which had oc- 
casioned the mistake, and that hunself and subjects 
would be as kindly treated by the English as they had 
been by the Spaniards. He seemed at length con- 
vinced by Seignor Quadra's arguments, and became 
reconciled by his- assurances^ that his fears' were 
groundless. On this occasion I could not help ob- 
serving, with a mixture of surprize and pleasure, 
how much the Spaniards had succeeded in gaining 
the good opinion and confidence of these people ; to* 
gether with the very orderl)r behaviour^ so conspicu- 
ously evident in their conduct towards the Spaniards 
OD all occasions. 

** The tentSj observatory, chronometers, instru- 
ments, &c. were sent on shore the following day, 
Thursday the dOth, and all hands were busily em- 
ployed on the. several necesfsary duties of the ship, 
such as caulking, overhauling the rigging and sallfj, 
cleaning the hold and bread-room for the reception of 
stores and provisions. The boats, in consequence of 
the services they bad performied during the summer, 
were in want of niuch repair, and were hauled on 
shore for that purpose. 

" From the unfortunate death of Lieutenant Rich- 
ard Hergest, late agent to the Daedalus, I considered 
it expedient that an officer should be appointed to 
thatotore-ship, and I therefore nominated LieutenaBt 
James Hanson, of the Chatham, to that o6ke | Mr. 
Jaines Johnstone,, master of die Chatham,. I ap- 
pointed to the vacant lieutenancy; and Mr. Spel*- 
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man Swaioej one of ray mates> to be master in the 
Chatham." 

After a correspondence between Senr. Qaadra and 
Captain Vancouver respecting the restitution of this 
place> every thing was settled quite satis^ictorily. 

*' In my way to the observatory, on Sunday, I 
waited upon Seignor Quadra, who informed me, that 
he derived the greatest satisfaction from finding a 
person of my character, with whom he^was to trans- 
act the business of delivering up Nbotka 5 that he 
should accept the civil offers contained in my letter, 
and remain on shore until the carpenters had tinished 
some additional accommodation to his apartments on 
board his little brig 5 which being completed, he 
would either wait my departure, to accompany us in 
our researches to the southward, and to conduct us 
to any of the Spanish ports I might wish to visit ^ .or 
he would sail, and wait my arrival at any place 1 
should think proper to appoint, recommending St. 
Francisco or Monterrey for that purpose. 

" Senr. Quadra requested to kpow who I intended 
to leave in possession of these territories; and being 
informed that it would be Mr. Broughton, in the 
Chatham, in whose charge the remainii)g cargo of the 
Daedalus would be deposited, he gave directions that 
the storehouses should be immediately cleared, and 
begged I would walk witli him round tlie premises, 
that 1 might be ilie better able to judge how to ap- 
prppriate the several buildings ; which tor the most 
part appeareid sufficiently secure, and more exten- 
sive than our occasions required. A large new oven 
had been lately built expressly for our service, and 
had not hitherto been permitted to be used. Ihe 
houses had been all repaired, and the gardeners 
were busily employed in patting the gardens ia order. 
The poultry, consisting of low Is aud turkies, was in 
excellent condition, and in abundance, as were the 
.black cattle and swine : of these Seignor Quadra said 
be should take only a sufficient quantity tor hi^^ pas^; 
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mgt to the sottthward^ leaving the rest, with a large 
assoitment of garden seeds^ for Mr. Broughtou, 
Seignora Galiaaor and Vaides (who had arrived) added 
all they bad io their power to spare, amongst which 
were three exoeUent goats ; I had likewise both hog» 
and goats to leave with him; so that there was a 
prospect of Mr. Bronghton passing the winter^ with 
the assistance of the natural productions of thecountr}v 
not very uncomfortably. 

•* The orders under. wWch I was to receive these 
territories, on the part of h's Britannic Majesty, wercT 
entirely, silent' as to the measures I was to adopt for 
retaining^ them after^-^ards. Presuming, however^ 
that the principal object which his Majesty had m 
view, by directing this expedition to be undertaken, 
was that of &cilitating the commercial advantages of 
Great Britain in this part of the world -, and iar that 
purpose it might not be impossible, that a settlement 
was in contemplation to be made at this important 
station, which had beqome the general rendezvous for 
the traders of almost all nations ; I had determined, 
on leaving this port, to commit it to tlie charge and 
direction of Mr. Broughton, who would retain the ^ 
possession of it, and whose presence might restrain 
such improper conduct as had already been manifested 
on the part of the several traders ^ whilst I should 
proceed to execute the remaining part of his Ma- 
}est)'*8 commands, until 1 should be furnished with 
iirther instructions for my future government. 

*' Having satistotorily arranged these matters, I 
gave directions for clearing the store-ship, which was 
set about aocordingly. 

*' The politeness, hospitality, and friendship, 
shewn on all occasion by Seignor Quadra, induced 
• Mr. Broughton and myself, with several of the officers 
and gentlemen of both vessels, to dine at his table 
almost evtry day, which was not less pleasant th2m 
salabripus^ as it wai constantly fuinUhed with a 

V(^I(. xxx« 8 
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variety of refroshmeoU, to. mpst of whick we kai 

loQg beea «ntiitt 3tningenu 

^ Aoiguor GaKftDo inf^niied bio> thathft-iiit«adsd l» 
taketdvwita^of tfa^ppffentseoenewaidiar^ whiGh, 
vieboat inteiiettptfeioiu: had pr«vailad siiioe oiif arrival* 
and aatl for the Spaoush pools to. the southward, eithar 
ui the coacae of th9 Aaght^ or earljr the next morniiig : 
9Qd ohligwagl^ undertook to forward a short letter to 
the Lords of the Admiralty, coatainiog a biief ab- 
stract of tnmsactioiis since oist departure ffxun the 
Cape of Good H<^. 

"Ihad the honour of Seignor €tuadra*s oompany 
gathe moroing of Monday tbe 3d, at breakfast. He 
omitted no opportunity of iflipressing «a the minds of 
the natives the highest and naost i^ourable opinioa 
of our littl« 6quadi!on ; and the nione efEbctuaiiy^to in- 
sure a goad understaading in future^ he piopoBed 
a visit ^ cetexnony to Miqitmna: to hito it would 
be grateful, aadoamy part he recoipnieiided it as 
essentially requisite. It was agreed we should set 
out the oext raoming for his royal reudeoce, which 
waa about seven kagU69: up thfi; sound, at a place 
called Tahsbeis. 

'' Agreeably to appointment, about eight In the 
morning of Tuesday the 4tb, Seignor Quadra acoom- 
paaicd me.in the Discovery's yawl, which, with oar 
ewn and a Spanish Ifiunch, and the Chethana's cut*. 
ter, QOHtaining as naany Spaoisb and Bnglisk officeis 
as could be tflhen, we depaited Hn: Tahsheis $ a mes*« 
iage 'having been sent the pioeceding day tD.a&ndonce 
our intended visit. . 

*' The weather, though cioudy, was wry pleasant, 
^d having a fiivoux:able breeze, we raachfd Tahsheis 
about two in the afternoon : Maquvma received us 
wi<h great pleasure and* approbation]^ and it was evi* 
dent that his pride was not a littie indulged^y our 
shewing hioa this, attention. He conducted us 
thcough the idUagei vJiem we appeaoad to be wel« 
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come guastSf in consequence, perbaps, of the pce- 
wntK that were distributed smongst the inhabitants, 
«k) all conducted themselves in the most civil and 
orderly oienber. AAn visiting liiost of tiie houses, 
we airived at Mafuiftna*9 residence, ^faich was one 
of the iargest, though it was not entirely cm-tfred in ; 
here we Ibund seated, in some kind of form, ilfd- 
^ma*s daughter, who, not Jong before> had beefi 
publicly, and with great ceremony, proclaifned sole 
heiwss to all his property, power, mid dominion. 
Near her were seated three ii his wives, and a nu- 
merous tribe of relations. The young princess was 
of bw stature, very plump, with a round idee, and 
small features $ her skin was clean, and being nearly 
white* her pas6ii aitogethe^ tboogh without Jiny 
pretensions to beauty, oould not be considensd as dis^ 
agreeable. To her and to her fiather I made presetoti 
saitable to the occasion, which were receii^ with 
the greatest approbation by themselves and the thron| 
which bad assembled; as were also th^e I made to 
hb wives, brothers, and other relations. Thes^ 
ceremonies being ended, a most excellent dinner w^s 
served, which Seignor Quadra had provided, at which 
^'e had the company of Maquium and the princess, 
who was seated at the head of the table, atid conducted 
herself with great propriety and djecorum. 

*' After dinner Maquinna entertained us with a 
representation of their warlike achievements. A 
dozen men firii^ appeared, armed with muskets, ind 
equipped with all their appendages, who took their 
post in a very orderly manner within the entrHUce of 
the house, wbcie they remained stationary, and were 
followed by eighteen very stMit men, each bearing 
a spear or lance sixteen or eighteen feet in length, 
proportionably strong, and pointed with a long flat 
piece of iron, which seemed- to be sharp on both 
edgea, flnd wis highly polished 5 tlie whole, however, 
appeared to form bat an awkward and unweildy 
weapon. These men made several movements in imi* 
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tation of attack and defence singing at the same time 
several war, songs, in which they were joined by 
ithose with the markets. Their different evolations 
being concluded, I was presented with two small 
^ea-otter skins, and the warriors having laid by 
their arms, performed a mask dance, which was 
xidijculously laughable, particaiary on the part of 
Maquinna, who took a considerable share in the 
representation. We were not backward in con- 
tributing to the amusements of the day$,some songs 
were sung which the natives seemed much to admire, 
and being provided with drums a^id fifes, our sailors 
concluded the afternoou*s diversion with reels and 
country dances. 

" In the evening we, took leave o( Maquinna, who 
was scarcely able to express the satisfaction he had 
experienced in the honour we had done him, saying, 
that neither Wacananish, nor any other chief, had 
ever received such a mark of respect and attention 
from any visitors, and that he would in a few days 
return us the compliment ; on which lie was given 
to understand, he should be entertained in the Euro- 
pean fashion. 

'* Seignor Quadra very earnestly requested that I 
would name some port or isl^d after us both, to 
communicate our meeting and the very friendly in* 
tercourse that had taken place and subsisted between 
us. Conceiving no spot so proper for this denomi- 
nation as the place where we had first met, which 
was nearly in the centre of a tract of laqd that had 
^rst been circumnavigated by us, forming Uie south- 
vwesjtern sides of the gulph of Georgia, and the 
foutbern sides of Johnstone^s straits and Queen Char- 
lotte's sound, I named that country the island of 
Quadra and Vancouver 5 with which compliment he 
^eenied highly pleased. 

*i Thursday b'th, Maquinna with his two wives and 
«ome of his relations returned our visit. They had 
noX long been on board wheii 1 had gj'eat reason to 
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consider mj royal party as the most consummate 
l^eggars I had ever seen -, a disposition which 
seemed generally to prevail with the whole of tjiis 
tribe of Indians^ and which probably may have 
beed fostered by the indulgences shewn them by 
the Spaniards. They demanded every thing whiclj 
struck their fancy, as being either useful, carious, 
or omamental> though an article with which it, 
might be impossible for us to gratify them ; and 
if not immediately presented they would affect to be 
gr^tly offended^ aud would remain sulky for two or 
three days. 

" I was however particularly fortunate in having 
at hand every thing requisite to satisfy the de- 
mands of Maquinna and his party. The liberality 
I had so recently shewn to himself and family 
when at Tabsheis, was perhaps not - yet quite for- 
gotten; they nevertheless made a profitable visit, 
as what their modesty precluded their asking of 
me, I was aft^nvards informed was amply made up 
by their begging from the officers and others on 
board. 

*' Tlie exhibition of fire- works which I had 
promised the party, was anxiously waited for. 
The night being favourable to our operations, tliey 
succeeded extremely well. Tlie rockets, balloons, 
and other fire-works, were in a high state of pre- 
servation, and were regarded by the Indian spec- 
tators with wonder and admiration, mixed with a 
considerable share of apprehension ^ ibr it was 
fiot without great difficulty that I prevailed on 
Ma^inna and his brother to fire a few sky-rockets, 
9t performance that produced the greatest exulta* 
tloQ. The Europeans present, were not let>s en- 
tertained with the exhibition, than surprized that 
the several fire- works should have remaijaed so long 
oa beard is. such excellent; conditioiW 

" Mr. Cra&stopa, the surgeon of the Discovery, 
having b«:ea rtfiiesed isncapabte of ]m duty by ^ 
- S3 
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general debilitated state of health since^ our de- 
parture from the cape of Good Hope/ requested 
permission to proceed to port Jackson in the Dae- 
dalus, from whence he might- soon procure a pas- 
sage to England 5 he was consequently discharged* 
and Mr. Archibald Menzies, a surgeon in the navy» 
who had cmj^arked in pursuit of botanical informa- 
tion, having cheerfully rendered his services during 
Mr. Cranstoun's indisposition, and finding that such 
attention had not Jhterfered with the other objects 
of his pursuit, I considered him the most proper 
person to be appointed in the room of Mr. Cran- 
stoun. 'The boatswain of the discovery, Mr. William 
House, a careful, sober, and attentive officer, having 
laboured under a violent rhuematic complaint, since 
our departure from New Zealand, which liad pre- 
cluded his attention to any part of his duty, was on 
his application in like manner discharged ; Mr. John 
Noot, boatswain of the Chatham, was appointed in 
his room, and Mr. George Philliskirk was appointed 
boatswain of the Cliatl)ani.'* 

Some further difficulties now occurred in respect to 
the particulars of the restitution, but after written 
and verbal correspondence, it was agreed that the 
objections on both sides should be referred to the 
respective courts. Stignor Quadra, however, having 
thqreaiter made further objections, an additional corre- 
spondence took place,' but the Spanish officer insisting 
and beini; positively resolved to adhere to certain prin- 
ciples proposed by him* as to the restitution to which 
Capt. V. could not accede, the latter acquainted him 
that he should consider Nootka as a Spanish port, 
and requested his permission to carry oh the necessary 
employments on shore, which he very politely gave, 
with the most friendly assurance of every service and 
kind office in bis power. 

''On Tuesday the 18th, our negotiation being 
brought by these means to a conclusion, Seignor 
(ijoad^a ii^ormed me that Seignor Caamano would 
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be !cf^ in charge of the port, until the arrival of 
the FriBGessa, commanded by Seiguor Fidalgo ; with 
ivliofn the government of the port of Nootka 
wonkl be left, and** from whom the Englisli 
ought be certain of receiving every accommoda* 
tkm. 

• " Seignor Quadra ^asno\v making arrangements 
<m board the Active for his departure, which he 
isiended should take place in the course of a .day 
or two. Agreeable to a former promise I had 
made him, he requested a copy of my charts for 
the service of His Catholic Majesty f biit as our 
kM^itade of the several parts of the coast differed 
ID many instmices from that, laid down by Cap- 
tain Cook, I wished to embrace every future op- 
partnnvty of making further observations whilst 
we might remain in this port, before a copy 
dioald be disposed of 3 but Seignor Quadra wishing 
to make certain of such information as we had 
acquired, and conceiving the further corrections 
we might be enabled to make of little import- 
ance, solicited such a copy as I was then able to 
furnish; which, with a formal reply to his last 
letter, I transmitted to him on the evening of 
Tuesday the 20th. In this letter i stated the 
in^ossibility of my receiving the cession of the 
lerrttories in question on th6 conditions proposed 
by Seignor Quadra, and that in consequence of the 
dkhting differences in- our opinions on this sub- 
ject, 1 should immediately refer the whole of the 
negotJatton to the court of London, and wait the 
determination thereof, for the n^ulation of my 
future conduct. The next day, Friday the 2 1st, 
Seignor Qur^ira acknowledged the receipt of my last 
letter, with the charts of this coast, &c. which coh«. 
eluded our correspondence. 

' '< As Seignor Quadra intended to sail the next day, 
accompani^ by most of the Spanish ofHcers, he did 
me ilic houdur of partaking of a j&rewel dinoer^ and 
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was on thi^ pccaaion rec^yed with the customaiy 
ixiarl^s of ceremony and respect dae to bts rmk, and 
:tbe situation be bare filled r the i$y passed witb tbe 
.utmost cheerfulness 9nd hilarity : JMdnterrey was 
appointed as tlie rendezvous w^i^e next we shoold 
meet. 

Seiga<^ Quadra at ray reqiiest^ very obligingly nn* 
dertook to forward, by th&iearltest and safest convey 
ance a short narrative of Our principal transactions 
at this port, for the information of the Lords of tbe 
Admiralty. 

On Saturday morning* tbe 2%A, he sailed from 
Friendly cove, and having saluted us with tbtr* 
leen guns, I returned the epmjplimeni with an equd 
oum&r. 

For the informittion of ^ Lords of the Admiralty 
of his. negotiation at this port, Capt. V. procured a 
passage for his first Lieutenant Mr^ Mudge, on board . 
the Tenis and St. Joaepbi bound to China, appointing 
Messrs. Fnget, Baker> andSwaine> lst|2nd, and 3rd 
Lieutenants of tbe Discovery, and Mr. Manly master 
of the Chatham. 

It was not till the l^th of October that the Dis- 
covery sailed from Nootlgb with tbe Chatham 
and Daedalus store -slupa* bound to the south 
ward; but the voyage to 6t Francisco, latitude 37* 
48'30H' longitude^?'' 52' ^', although abounding 
in useful nautical information«.ooatmtta not a particle 
to interest readers in gener^, ' 

^^ ThuTKby moEBtng, Nov. I5ih« wo discovered 
•nchomge m a most excellent saaaU biy> withia three 
fourths of a mile of the neaisest sbore^ bearing bj 
compass sotitb} one point of the bay heariiig N. 56 
yr., the Qtbev S. 7a£# thefatmor aitho distance of 
a|, thelatler about a miles. The berds: of cattle aiul 
flocks of sheep gracing em Ite surroundiQg biUsj 
wesa a aig^t we; had long beea atrangen tob and 
bi9BU|;btfeoo«r nnadamaiqr pleasing reflections. Oa 
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, in a little time afterwards several people were seen on 
hoiseback coining from behind the hills down to the 
besich, who waved tbejr hats^ and made other signals 
for a lx)at^ which was imnaediately sent to the shore^ and 
4m 'tis return I was £ivpured with the good company 
ot" z j)riest of the order of St. Francisco, and a ser- 
gnat in the Spanish army to breakfast. The reverend 
lather expressed the pleasure he felt at our arrival, 
and iUisured me that every refresbment and service 
io the power of himself or mission to bestow, I might 
imieservedly command^ since it would be conferring 
(HI them all a peculiar obligation to allow tliem to 
be serviceable. Tbe sergeant expressed himself in 
the oftost friendly manner, and informed me, that in 
the ab sence of the commandant, he was directed on 
av arrival to render us every accommodation the set* 
tkmeut could afford. 

" We attended them on ^hore afler breakfastji 
where they embraced the earliest opportunity of 
proring that their friendly expressions were not 
empij protessions> by presenting me with a very 
&ie ox, a sheep, and some excellent vegetables. 
The good friar, after pointing out the most convenient 
ipot for procuring wood and water, and repeating 
the hospitable offers he had before made in the name 
of the fathers of the Franciscan order, returned to 
the mission of St. Francisco, which we understood 
was at no great distance, and to which he gave us the 
most pressing invitation. 

*' With permission of the sergeant, I directed a 
tent to be pitched for the accommodation of tbe party 
employed in procuring wood and water > whilst the 
mtofthe crew were engaged on board in repair- 
ing the damages sustained in our sails, rigging^ &c. 
dving the tempestuous weather with which we*had 
btely contended. 

•• We amused ourselves with shooting a few quaik 
0D the adjacent hills, and in the afternoon returned 
po board to partake of the excellent repast supplied 
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by our hospitable friends. Whilst we were thtts 
pleasantly eBgageJ^ -our haeit bnoixght criF farther 
Antoiiio -Dantij the prmcipal of the Diisflrion of Sft. 
Francisco, anfd Seignor B^ Heemegrrdo Sal, an 
ensign m the ^nish ^rmy, ant! commandant of the 
^port. Thi« gentleman, like those who visited us in 
-iti/e morning, met ^ wrdi snch warm expressions of 
.friendship and good-will, as were not less deserving 
our highest commendations^ than our most grateful 
acknowledgments^ 

*• The happiness tbey seemed to anticipate did not 
appe.^ to arise so mudi from any pleasure they 
•might derive in our soekty, as ^m the comforts and 
^ ^^«tance. which it was in Uieir power to^idminister; 
this was manifested by all their actTOns> and by their 
«xpf«66ii9g that our axrifvai had empowered them to 
execute a task the most accordant to their own 
/Wtsbies, as ^«^t as^o the directions of their sovereign, 
which ^rad been coramnnvcated to them and to the 
neighbouring settlem^ts and imssions. 

'^ I understood from these gentlemen that Seignor 
Quadra still waited goTv arrival at Monterrey ; I 
^thenefore intrusted to tkem a letter informing him 
of our arrival in j^his port,to which Seignor Sal said an 
-answer woald most likely be procured in the coarse 
of ^hree or four days. Having joined with us in 
<lrinking the healths of our royal masters^ they tod^ 
4heir leave and returned to the shore. 

*' The S. W. wind, attended by much rain, ble^ 
very hard until Saturday morning the l/th, whon the 
weather becoming more moderate 1 visited the shore. 
A tent was immediately pitched on the shore, ^v^elk 
•were dug for obtaining water, and a party was era* 
ployed in procuring fual from small bushy hoUy- 
ieaved oaks, the only trees fit for our purpose. 

'^ Whilst engaged in allotting to the people their 
idiiferent employments; some saddled horses arrived 
froni the commandant with a veiy cordial invitation 
4o his habitation ; which wa^ accejHed by myself and 



some of the officers* We. rode up to the Presiijo, an 
appcdJatioa given, to their military establishments in. 
tSis country^ 9nd signifying a sufe-guaxd. The re&i- 
deoce of the friar& is called a mission. We soon. 
acrived at the Presidio, which was not more than a 
mile. from our landing place, jtts wall, which front-, 
ed the harbour,, was visible from the ships ; but in- 
stead, of the city or town,, whose lights we had so 
anxiously looked, fbr on the. night of our arrival, we 
were conducted into a spacious verdant plain, sur- 
rounded by hills on evjery side, excepting that which 
fronted the port.. The only object of human iookis- 
try which presented itself,, was a square area, whose 
sides were about two hundred yards in length, en- 
dosed* by a mud wall,, and resembling a, pound for 
cattle» Above this wall the thatched, roon of their 
low small houses just made their appearance. Oa* 
entering the Presidio,, we found one of its sides still 
uDiDcl(»ed by the wall,, and very indifferently fenced 
in by a &w bushes,, here, and there, fastened to 
stakes. • 

"The Spanish soldiers qpmposing the garrison 
amounted, I understood;, to thirty-five > who, with 
their wives, families, and a. &w Indian servants, com- 
posed the whole of jthe inhabitsunts.. Their houses 
were along the wall, within the. square,, aiid their 
fronts uniformly extended the same distance into the 
area,.^hich is a dear open space, without buildings, 
or other interruptions. The only entrance into it» 
is by ii large gateway j facing which,, and against the 
centre of the opposite wall, or side,, is the church -,. 
which though, smallywas; neat in comprison to the. 
rest of the buildings. This projects further into the. 
square than the houses,, and is distiuKuisbable fmm 
the other edifices, by being whiterwashed^with limev 
made finom sea-shells ; lime-stone or calcareous ^rth. 
not having ^et been discovered in the neighbourhood* 
On the left of the church, ia the. comiaalidant'a 
boQsej,coD»»tiogj I believe, of two jrooma and a.clasQ^ 
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only, which are divided by massy walls, similar to dot 
which encloses the square, and communicatiiig with 
each other by very small, doors. Between these apart* 
ments and the oatward wall was an excellent poidtiy- 
house and yard, which seemed pretty well stocked ^ 
and between the roof and ceilings of the rooms vas a 
kind of hiraber garret: these were all the conve- 
niences the habitation seemed calculated to alS^xiL 
The rest of the houses, though smaller, were &«hiaii- 
ed exactly after the same mani^er^ and in the wiater 
or rainy seasons, must, at the best be very uncomfixt- 
able dwellings. For though the walls are a sufficient 
security against the inclemency of the weather, yet 
the windows, which are cu( in the front wall, and 
look into the square, are destitute of glass, or any 
other defence that does not at the same time exclude 
the light. 

'^ The apartment in the commandant's house, into 
which we were ushered, was about thirty feet loa^, 
fourteen feet broad, and twelve l^et high; and the 
other room or chamber, I judged to hie of the same 
dimensions, excepting in its lengtli, which app^^ired 
to be somewhat less. The floor was 6f the native 
-«oil raised about tiiree feet from its original l«;«HeI, 
without being boarded, paved, or even reduced to an 
even surface : the roof was covered in with flags and 
rushes, the walls on the inside had once been white- 
washedj the furniture consisted of a very spadi^ 
assortment of the most indispensable sirticles, of the 
rudest fashion, and of the meanest kind ; and ill ac- 
corded with the ideas we had conceived of die 
sumptuous manner in which the Spaniards live ga 
this side of the globe, 

*' It would, however, be the highest injustice^ 
notwithstanding that elegancies were wantit^g, not to 
acknowledge the 'Very cordial reception and hearty 
welcome we experienced from our worthr ho«t j who 
had provided a refreshing repast, atul such a one as he 
thought likeljr to be most «)ccepiabiu at that time of 
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tlie^ay ; nor was his lady less assiduoas^ not did she 
seem less happy than himself in entertaining her new 
guests. 

" On approaching the hbuse^ we found this gdod 
hdyy whp^ like her spouse, had (Massed the middle 
age of life, desceritly dressed, seated cross-legged on a 
mat, placed on a small square wooden platform- 
raised three or four inches from thfe groud, nearly in 
fmnt of the door> with two daujghters and a $on, cleaii 
and decently dressed, sitting by her 3 this being the' 
mode observed by these ladies when they receive 
visitors. The decbrods and pleasing behaviour of theJ' 
children was really admii^ble, and exceeded' any things 
that could have beeii expected from them under thei 
circumstances of their situation, without dny other 
advantages than tfhe education and exatnple of their 
parents 5 which, however, seenied to have been 
studiously attended to, and did them great- credit. 
This pleasing sight, added to the friendly receptiori 
bf our host and hostefes, rendered theii* lowly residence^ 
no longer an object of our attention 5 ahd having* 
partaken of the refreshments they had provided, we 
re-mounted our horses in ordei* to take a view of the 
surrounding country before we retun>e«.r on board to 
dinner, where Seignor Sal and his family had promised 
to favour me with their good company, and who 
had requested my permission to increase their 
party by the additioii of some other ladies in the 
garrison. 

*'Our excursion did not extend far from the Pre- 
sidio, which is situated as beore described in a plain 
iUrrounded by hills. This plain is hy no itieans a 
dead flat, but of unequal surface ; the soil is of {^ 
sandy natufe, and iVas wholly urider pasture, on which 
were^ grazing sieveral flocks of sheep^ arid h«rds of 
cattle 5 the sides of the surrounding hills, though 
but moderately elevated, seemed barren, or nearly 
so J and their summits were composed of naked 
uneven rocfcs. - Two small -spaces' in the plain, vtry 
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inaecusely inclosed, were apfiropriated to kUd)en 
gardena; much labovir did not. aggeas tO'have been 
bestowed either in the improvement of the soil, 
in selecting the quality of the vegetable•^ or in aog- 
mendng tbeic produce; the^sev^xal seeda once placed 
in the ground, nature was left to do the. rest without 
receiving any assistance from manual labour. 
^ ^^ Thus, at the expence of every little examina^n, 
though not without much disappointment, was our 
cariosity satisfied, concerning the Spanish toMm and 
settlement of St. Francisco. Instead of finding a 
country tolerably well inhabited and &r.advanced in 
cultivation,, if we except its natural pasturey^ the 
flocks of sheep, and herds of cattle, tliere is not 
an object to indicate the most reniote conBection 
with any European, or other civilized nation. 

''This sketch will be sufficient, without further 
comment, to convey some idea of the inactive spirit 
of the people, and the unprotected state of the es- 
tablishoient at this port, which I should conceive 
ought to be a. principal object of the SpaAish crown, 
as a key and barrier to their moce southern and valu* 
able settlements on the borders of the north Pacific. 
Should my idra of its importance be over-rated $ ^ cer- 
tain it is, fhat considered solely as an estaUishment, 
which must have been formed at considerable ex- 
pence, it possesses no other means for its protection 
than suck as have been already described $ with a 
brass three pounder mounted on a rotten carriage 
before the Presidio, and a similar piece of ordnance 
which (Iwas told) was 9X the S. £. point of entrance 
lashed to a- log; instead of a carriage;, and was the 
gun whose report we heard the evening of our arri- 
val. Before the Presidio there had formeriy beea 
two pi^s of ordnanoi^ bat one of them had lately 
burst to pieces. 

'^ The examination o£ these few objects, and the 
consequent obsecvationa upon them,- booupted ou£ 
k^ure until, dionec tim^ wliea we letomed on 
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board, accomiMttied by Seignor Sfti, hk ivilb^ and 
partjr^ and one of the fathen of the mission of St. 
Fiandaco, Maitin de Landaeta> who brought me 
a pressing and polite invitation from his brethren^ and 
who proved Aob&i very plea^ng and entertaining ac^- 
quisition to our society. 

" The De&t day, Sooday the 18t{h, was appointed 
Sot my visiting the mission. Accompanied by Mr, 
Menzies said some of the officers^ ^nd our frietidly 
^ignor Sal, I rode thither to dinner. Its distance 
from the Presidio is about a league in an easterly direc- 
tion. Its situatioQ and external appearance in a greaft 
measu r e cesemb^ tiiat of t^ ftesidio) and, like Its 
nd^bouiiiood, the countiy was pleasingly diversjiged 
wi& iuil and dale. The hills were at a greater di«. 
-tancc'^xnneach Ddier^ and gave niore e&tent to the 
ploiiij which is oomposed of a s^ii in^itely richer 
(than that «f the iVesidio, being a mixture of sand and 
a black vegetable mould. The pastures bope a more 
ioicanfl]:^ to^bage, and fed a greater number of sheep 
and cattle. ^ llie barren sandy ^^untry through whiclt 
we had parsed, seemed to fnake a natunu division 
between the lands of the mission and those of ^ 
Presidio, and extends fixxa the shores of the port to the 
foot of a ridge of movcntains, whidi border on the 
exterior coast, and appear to stretch in a line parallel 
to it. The verdure of the plain continued to a con* 
siderable height up the sides of these hills ^ the sum- 
naits of which, though strll composed oi rugged T^cksj 
pfodnced a few trees. /#* 

" Tlie buildings of the mission formed two sides 
of a square only, and did not appear as if intended, at 
any future time, to form a perfect quadrangle like 
the Presidio. The architecture and materials, how* 
ever, seemed nearly to correspond. 

'* On our arrival, we were received bv the reverend 
fathers with every demonstration of eordiaUty^ friend* 
ship and the i^ost genuine hospitality. We were in* 
ftantly conducted to t^ir mansion^ which was situ« 
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ated near^ and communicated with the chuich. ' The 
' houses formed a small oblong-^square, the side of the 
church composed one end, near which were the 
apartments allotted td the fathers. These were con- 
structed nearly after the manner of those at the 
Presidio, but appeared to be more finished* better 
contriv^, were larger,. and much more cleanly, 

'* Whilst dinner was preparing, our attention was 
engaged in seeing the several houses within the square. 
Some we found appropriated to the reception of grain, ' 
of which, however, they had not a very abundant 
stock ', nor was the place cf its growth within sight 
.of the mission ; though the richness of the contiguous 
soil, seemed equal to all the purposes of husbandry. 
One large room was occupied by manufacturers of a 
course sort of blanketing, made from the wool pro- 
duced in the neighbourhoHDd. The looms, though 
rudely wrought, were tolerably well cpnthved, and 
had b«;en made by the Indians, under the immediate 
direction and siiperintendance of the fathers ; who by 
the same assiduity, had carried the manufacture thus 
file into effect. The produce resulting from their 
manufactory is wholly applied to the cloathing of the 
converted Indians. ] saw some of the cloth, which 
was by no means despicable } and, had it received the 
advantage of fulling, would havp been a very decent 
sort of clpthiog. The preparation of the wool, as 
also the spinning and weaving of it, was, I under- 
stood, performed, by unmarried women and female 
children, who were all fitsident within the square, 
and wene in a state of conversion to the Roman 
Catholic persuasion. Besides mamifacturing the. 
wool, the^ are also instructed in a variety of neces- 
sary, useml, and beneficial employments until they 
marry, which is greasy encouraged ; when they rcr 
tire from the tuition, of the fathers tQ the hut of their 
husband. By these means it is expected that their 
doctrines will be firmly established, and rapidly pro- 
pagated ; and the trouble thi^y now have with their 
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present untaiigbt ^ock will be bere^ftcr r^com* 
pensedj by having fevter prejudices to combat in ihP 
rising generation: thejr likewise consider their pUn as 
essentially necessary^ in a political point of vi^w^ for 
insuring their own safety. The wonoen ^d girls 
being the dearest objects of affection anippgst these 
In^iansj the Spainiards deem it es^pedient to retain 
constantly a certain number of females immediately 
within their power^ as a pledge for the fidelity of thie 
men, and as a check on any improper designs the 
natives might attempt to carry into execution either 
against the missionaries^ or the establishment in ge^ 
neral. 

" By various encouragements and allurements tq - 
the children or their parents^ they can depend upon 
having as many to bring up in this way as they re» 
qaire : here they are well fed, better clothed than 
the Indians m the neighbourhood, are kept deauj in* 
structed, and have every necessary care taken of 
them } and in return for these advantages th^y must 
submit to certain reguls^tions } amongst Mrl^icb, they 
are not suffered to go put of the interior square 
in the daytime without permission; are never tp 
isleep out of it at night ; and to prevent elppements, 
this square has no communication witb the coimtry 
but by one common door, which the 6thers thenoK 
selves, take care of, and see that it is veil secured 
every evening, as also the apartments of the wom^i* 
who gener^ly retire immediately after supper, 

"ffl am correctly informed by t|e difieiient 
Spanish gentlemen wi& whom I conversed on this 
subject, the uniform^ mild, and kind-beiurted dispor 
sition of this, religious order has n^vtiffaUed to attach 
to their interest the affections of the nativ^Sj Mrhere" 
ever they have sat down amongst ^bem^i tbi9 is. ^ veiy 
happy circumstance^ for their situattioa otfaeiwise 
woi3d.bee3(cessivelyjprecariottSi q« thry are pKtIeot- 
M only by fivesoldiers, who t^sidoi vmi^t Ute ^ 

X 3 
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sion at some distance ou the other side of the 
church. 

" The natives, however, seemed to have treated 
with the most perfect indifference the precepts, aiid 
laborious example of their truly worthy and benevo- 
lent pastors 5 whose object has been to allure them 
ftova their life of indolence, and raise in them a spirit 
of emulous industry j which, by securing to them 
plenty of food and the common conveniences of life, 
would necessarily augment their comforts, and en- 
courage them to seek and embrace the blessings of 
civilized society. Deaf to the important lessons, an4 
insensible of th^ promisecl advantages, they still re* 
tnainied in the most abject state of uncivilization ; 
and if we except the inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, 
•and those of Van Dieman's land, ihey are certainly 
'a race of the most miserable beings, possessing the 
faculties of Jiuman reason, I ever saw. Their persons 
generally speaking, were under the middle size, and 
•very ill made ; their faces ugly, presenting a dull, 
'heavy, and stupid countenance, devoid of sensibility 
or the least expression. One of their greatest aversions 
'is cleanliness, both in their persons and habitations ; 
which, after the fashion of their forefathers, were still 
'without the most trivial improvement. Their houses 
'were of a conical form, about six or seven feet 'm 
diameter at tlieir base, and are constructed by a 
number of stakes, chiefly of the willow tribe, which 
are driveh erect into the earth in a circular manner, 
the upper ehds of which being small' and pliable,' are 
brought nearly to join at the top, in the centre of the 
circle 3 and these being securely fastened, give the 
wpper part of the roof somewhat of a flattish appear- 
ance. Thinner twigs of the like species are hori- 
zontally interwoven between the uprights, forming a 
piede of basket work about ten or twelve feet high ; 
-at the top a small aperture is left, which allows the 
ismoke of thie fire made in the centre of the hut to 
fficape^ and admits the o^ost of the light they recm^^ 
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the entrance is by a small bple close to the ground, 
through which, wjth difficulty one person at a time 
can gain admittance. The hole is covered over with 
a thick thatch of dried grass and rushes. 

" These miserable habitations, each of which was 
allotted for the residence of a whole family, were 
erected with some degree of uniformity, about three 
or four feet ^sunder, in straight rows, leaving lanes or 
passages at right angles between them,b\it these were 
so abominably infested with eyery kind of filth or 
pastiness, as to be rendered not less offensive thjpi de- 
grading to the human species. 

" Close by stood the church) which for its mag- 
nitude, architecture, and internal decorations, dfd 
great credit to the constmctors of it ; and presented 
a striking contrast between the exertions of genius 
and such a^ bare necessity is capable, of suggesting. 
The raising and decorating this edifice appeared to 
have greatly attracted tlie attention, of the fathers j 
gnd die comforts they might have provided in their 
own humble habitations, seemed to have been totally 
sacrificed to tl^c accomplish n^ent of this favourite 
object . Even tl^eir garden, an object of such mate- 
rial importance, had not yet acquired any great / 
degree of cultivation, though its soil wasaricb filack 
mould, and pronriised aq ample return tor any labour 
that might be bestowed upon it. The whole contain- 
ed about four acres, was tolerably well fenced in, and ^ 
produced some fig, peach, apple, and other fruit- 
trees, but aflbrded a very scanty, supply of useful 
vegetables 5 the principal part lying waste and over- 
run with weeds, 

" On our return to the convent, we found a most 
excellent and abundant repast provided, of beef, mut- 
ton, fish, fowls, and such vegetables as their garden 
afforded. The attentive and hospitable behaviour of 
our new friends, amply compensated for the honiely 
planner in which the dinner was served j and WQul4 
ceruinly h^ve precluded my noticing the distressing 
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inconvenience tliese valuable people labour under, ixi 
the want of almost all the common and most ne- 
cessary utensils of life^ bad I not been taught' to ex- 
pect, that this colony was in a very different stage of 
improvement, and that its inhabitants were infinitely 
xnore comfortably circumstanced.^ 

*' After dinner we were engaged in an entertaining 
jConversatioiXj in which, by the assistance of Mr. Dob- 
sou our interpreter^ we were eac!i able to bear a part. 
Anpngst otber things, I understood that this mission 
•was^establis^hed in t^e year 1775» and the Presidio of 
St. Francisco in 1778, and that they were the 
porthernmost settlements, of any description, formed 
by the court of Spain on the continental shore of 
North-West America, or the islands adjacent, exclu- 
sive of Nootka. The excursions of the Spaniards 
aeeined to be confined to the neighbourhood of their 
immediate place of residence, and the direct line of 
country between one station and another -, as they 
• have no vessels for embarkation excepting the native 
canoe, and an old rotten wooden one, which was ly- 
ing near our landing place. 

" The ne^t establishment of this nature,and the only 
one within our reach from our . present station, was 
that of Sa^ta Clara, lying to the south-eastward, at 
the distance of about eighteen leagues^ and considered 
as one day's journey. As there was no probability of 
pur wood and water being completely on board in less 
than three or four days, I accepted the offer of Seignor 
Sal and the reverend fathers, who undertook toprovide 
us horses for an expedition to Santa Clara the following 
morning. The following morning at the decline of day 
we took our. leave, and cQncluded a vi^it t];ia|; had been 
highly interesting and entertaining to us, and had ap-^ 
Reared to be equally grateful to our hospitable firiends. 
' " On nqiy return to the Presidio, I was favoured with 
a polite reply £com Seignor Quadra;, in which he 
informed me, that nc^ither the Chatham nor the Dae* 
'<}alu9 bad. yet arjgiyod aX Mootcmy, but that on theif 
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reaching that port, I might rely on their receiving 
every assistance and service in his povirer to bestow ; 
and trusted it would not be long ere the Discovery 
would rejoin tliem at Monterrey." 

On Tuesday morning. Captain V. and some of his 
officers, under the guidance of the sergeant of the 
Presidio, and six soldiers, set out on their vijit to the 
mission of Santa Clara, which, as well as the country 
around, are so similar to that of Santa Francisco, as to 
render a particulaF detail here necessary. Their re« 
ception here from tiie good fathers was equally hos- 
pitable. Some part of thp country, however, which 
the party passed, deserves a particular description. 

'* About noon, having then advanced about t wentjr* 
three miles, we arrived at a very pleasant and en- 
chanting lawn, situated amidst a grove of trees at the 
foot of a small hill, by which flowed a very fine 
stream of •Xcellent water. This delightful pasture 
was nearly inclosed on every side, and afforded suf- 
ficient spiace for resting otirselves and baiting our 
cavabry. The bank which overhung the murmuring 
brook, was well adapted for taking the refreshment 
which our provident friends had supplied : and wijth 
some grog we had brought from the ship, we all made 
a roost excellent meal 5 but it required som? reso- 
lution to quit so lovely a scene, the beauty of whiclj 
was greatly heightened by the delightful serenity of 
the weather. We had not proceeded far from this 
delightful spot, when we entered a country I little e^« 
pected to find in these regions, For about twenty 
miles it could only be compared to a park, which 
had originally been closely planted with the true old 
English oak ; the underwood, tliat had probably at^ 
tended its early growth, ^ad tb^ appearance of hav- 
ing been cleared away, and had left the stately lofds 
of the forfest in complete possession of the soil, which 
was covered with luxuriant herbage, and bea;2tifull}r 
diversified with pleasing eminences and valleys 1 
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]tvbich^ with the range of )of(y rugg^ mou^taitw 
that bounded the prospect^ r^uired only to be adorn- 
ed with the neat habitations of !an industrioo^ people^ 
to produce a scepe not inferior to the cnost studied 
effect of taste in the disposal of grounds j es^ciallj 
.when seen from the port or its confines, the waters of 
.which extend spn^e distance by the side c^ this coun- 
try ; and though they were not visible to us, I wsu 
inclined. to believei they apprA;»acbed \\4thin a^tout^ 
league of the road, we pursued." 

The following particulars are .^sp worthy of detail. 

** In cboipliment topur visit, the fathers ordered ^ 
feast for the Indians of the village. The princip^ 
part of the entertainment w^ beef, furnished from a 
certain nundber of blaqk cattle, which were presented 
ion the occasion to the villagers. These apiooals pro^ 
pagate very fast, and beiBg suffered to live in large 
jberds on the fertile plains of Santa Clara, in a aort of 
wild state, some skill and. adroitness is rj^uired to 
tal^e them. This o0ice was at first intended to hav» 
been performed by the natives, b^t it was oy^rrMfed 
by Seignor Paries, an ensign in the Spfini^h army, 
,who, with one of Hiie priests of Seignor Quadra*s ves» 
£el, had joined our party from a ^mission at some little 
distance called Santa' Cruz. These g^itlemen con- 
ceived the business of taking the cattle would be 
better performed by the soldiers, who are occasionally 
cavalry, and are undoubtedly very good horseroesL 
We mounted, and accompanied thera> to the field, to 
be spectators of their exploits. Each of the soldiers 
was provided with a strong line, made pf horse-hair, 
or of thongs of leather, or rather hide, with a long 
running noose -, this is thrown with great dexterity 
whilst at full speed, and nearly with a certainty, over 
the horns of the animals, by two men, one pn each 
jside of the ox, at the same instant of time^ and 
baving a strong high peaked pummel to their saddl.es, 
^ch takes a turn round it with the end of the line^ 
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and by tliat me^s the aninal is' kspt ooinpIel?ely at 
bay, aod effectually prevented from doing either the 
men or horses any injury, which tliey would be very 
liable to, from the wiidness and ferocity of the cattle. 
In this situation the beast is led to theplade of slangh- 
ter, wha« a third person^ "with equal dexterity^ 
whilst the animal is kicking and plunging between' 
the horses, entanglesi^its hind legs by » rope, and 
throws it down^ on which its throat is immediately' 
cat. Twenty-two bullocks, each weigliing from four 
to six luindred weight> were killed on this occasion ; 
eighteen were given to the inhabitants of the vi)tage>- 
aad the rest were appropriated to the use of the sol<^ 
diers^ and the mission, in addition to their regular 
weekly allowance of twenty-four oxen, which are 
killed for their service every Saturday: hence it is^ 
evident, as. the whole of their stock has sprang fh>ni 
fifteen head of breeding cattle^ which were distributed' 
between this and tWo other missions^ estal^ished^ 
about the year 177^; that these apimak must be very 
prolific to allow of such an abundant supply^ Their 
great increase in so short a time is. to be ascribed to 
the rigid economy of the fathers,, who would not aK 
low any to be killed, until they had so multiplied as 
to resder their. extii-paiion. net easy to be dfected. 
The same wise management has been observed i^ith 
their sheep, and their horses* have incieased nearly 
at the same ^ate/* 

Having returned to St. Francisco, the Chatham 
was therb arrived from an examirtation of the riv^t 
Columbtftf.thQ particulars pf which are only interest* 
ulg: in ft nautical point of view. The following cir- 
cumst^ctiQea afid semarks coaclude the transactions at 
St. Franciscoi 

*' Xfaie average pvi^ of the large cattle I und^r* 
stood $D be six Sptttilsh. dollJift«ach; the shieepi iii 
propection* Havingp recoiyed as many of these an 
wetittvraBied for the use of bipth vessels, with- some 
vegetables, poultry, &c. I presented Selgnor Sal with^ 
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the amount of their value, as our supply bad beert 
prioclpally procured from bim« Much to my. sur- 
prize, he declined accepting the money in paymeuti 
and acquainted me, that he had been strictly enjoined 
by Seignor Quadra, on no pretence whatever to accept 
any pecuniary recorapence from me, as every thing 
of that nature would be settled by himself on our 
ibeeting at Monterrey. Theseinjunctions from Sei- 
gnor Quadra removed my difficulties, as 1 should ill 
have known how to have requited such generosity, or 
io have accepted such obligation, from persons who^ 
in every respect, excepting that of food, had the ap- 
pearance of poverty, and of being much pressed tor 
the mo^t common conveniencies of life. 

'^ My late excursion into the country had conviu- 
iced me, that although its productions, in its present 
st^te, afibrded the inhabitants an abundant supply of 
every essential requisite, for human subsistence, yet 
tiie people were nearly dentiiute of tkose afiicle:; 
whicih fidone can render the essentials of life capable 
of being relished ot enjoyed. On this occasion J ex- 
perienced no small gratilication, in being able to re- 
lieve their wants by the distribution of a few neces- 
sary articles and implements, culinary and table uten- 
sils, some bar ironi with a few ornaments.for the de- 
coration of their churches 3 to which I added one 
lipgshead of wine, and anotliec of rum ; and con- 
«tgned the whole to the care of Seignor Sal, with a re- 
quest that ax$ equal distribution should be made be- 
tween the Ffe»dio and the missiot^s of St. Francisco 
and Santa Clara. This was punctually attended toi 
and I had the satisfaction of finding the several arti* 
cles were received as very acceptable presents." 

On the 25th> they set sail tor Monterrey^ wher& 
they found the Dsedalus, aad also Seignor Quadra , 
ivith i^ broad p&ndant oii board tlie br^ Acteon^ 
He, ^ well as the aeting governor. Seizor AoqoUlai 
boUi Mbuved in the most friendly and liberal man* 
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" In the course of conversation, Seignor Quadra in- 
formed me, that on his arrival in this port from Noot- 
ka, he found orders directing him to capture all ves*- 
sels he should find engaged in commercial pursuits 
Ob this coast, from these Presidios northward, to the 
extent where the general traffic is carrie'd on j except- 
ing the vessels belonging to the people of Great Bri- 
tain, who were to proceed without the least interrup- 
tion or molestation. These orders frotn the court of 
Spain induced us both to believe, that our respective 
sovereigns had adjusted^ and finally concluded, every 
arrangement with respect to the territories at Noot* 
ka." 

The descHption of the Presidio of St. Monterrey, and 
the adjoining mission Santa Clara, is so similar to that 
of St. Francisco as to require little detail. Tlie soif 
here is rather inferior.- The provisions here obtained 
for all the three ships were excellent and plentiful, 
and Seignor Quadra would on no -account accept a sin^ 
gle farthing in payment, insisting that it was a matter 
of publif concern. Among the articles obtained here, 
were live cattle and sheep, to be transported to {\q 
Sandwich Islands> and Port Jnckson, New South. 
Wales, w^bither Lieutenant Hanson sailed in the Dcs- 
dalus, with dispatches for Commodore Phillips, ha- 
ving directions to call at Otaheite, to receive on board 
21 English seamehi who had been cast away in that 
neighbourhood. Mr. Broughton also, with the assist- 
afice of Seignor Quadra, was en ibled to proceed to 
England through New Spain, with dispatches to the 
admiralty, containing accounts of the hitherto trans- 
actions of the voyage, Mr. Puget being appointed to 
the command of the Chatham. Before quitting 
Monterrey, they were visited by the venerable and 
respectable father president of the Franciscan mig- 
fcionaries, who exhibited the same friendly and bene- 
volent character that had hitherto been experienced 
on this coast, and Seignor Clnadra readily provided 
four cows, four ewes, two bull»> and two rams, for 
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the purpo^ of establishing a breed of these valuable 
animals in the Sandwich Islands; but the most of 
which unfortunately perished on the voyage. 

They sailed on the I4th of January, and on the 
J 2th of February arrived off the norch-east point of 
Owhyhee. A canoe came off with some people be- 
longing to Kahowmoloo, who hoping that the vessel 
in sight was the same in which his favourite servant 
TereJwoa had embarked, had therefore sent them to 
make the necessary inquiries^ and in case his expect- 
ation^ should be confirmed^ a present of a hog and 
some vegetables was in the canoe for TereJwoa; 
whose gratitude for snch a mark of remembrance was 
instantly testified, by the tears that flowed on his re- 
ceiving the message. This was accompanied by a 
pressing fequest, that Captain Vancouver would stand 
m and anchor off Kahowmotoo's village, where he 
should be supplied with every refreshment the island 
afiprded. 

" Soon after the ship had anchored, Kah&wmotoo 
paid us a visit, and brought with him half a dozen 
very fine hogs, and a handsome supply of vegetables. 
I took an early opportunity to acquaint Kahoiomotoo 
that arms and ammunition were ^till tabooed; be 
seemed much to regret the continuance of these re- 
strictions; yet it did not appear to influence his hos- 
pitality; ds he assured me, that if I would remain a 
few days at Toeaigh, we should be supplied . with 
every refreshment in. his power to procure, and that 
the promise he had formerly made, should now be 
punctually performed; and which in. fact he did." 

The following account of a village ^nd a salt- pond 
deserves notice : 

'' The village consisted only of straggling houses, 
of two classes ; those appropriated to tbe residence of 
the inhabitants were small, mean, miserable huts; 
but the others, allotted to the purposes of shading, 
building, and repairing their canoes, were excellent 
in their kind; in these occupations several people 
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were busily em|)loyecI, who seemed to execute tlieri 
work w?Lh great neatness and ingenuity. In about 
the middle of thefiUage is a reservoir of salt water, 
nearly in the centre of a large inclosure, made by 
walls of mad and stones. Betweeu these walls and 
the reservoir the whole space is occupied by shallow 
earthen pans, of no. regular size ©r shape, nor placed 
in any order or degree of elevation. The reservoir is 
separated by a bank or small portion of the sandy 
beach from the ocean, and had no visible communi- 
cation with it, but wias apparently a stagnated stand- 
ing pool, covered with a muddy scum, of a yellowish 
green, colour. This, the natives sav, it always bears, 
and without being replenished by them from the sea, 
constantly affords a suj95cient quantity of excessively 
salt water, for supplying the numerous pansj the ex- 
posure of which to the influence of the sun, soon 
causes evaporation and crystallization. The crystals 
are then carefully taken up, and if found dirty, from 
the cracking or breaking of the pans, which frequent- 
ly want repair, or by the falling of rain whilst ma- 
king, they are washed clean in sea- water and dried. 
This is their process in making salt, which is always 
white in proportion to the care bestowed in gathering 
it. They have large quantities, equal in colour and 
in quality to any fnade in Europe, but the crystals are 
much larger. The quantity of salt obtained, might 
be supposed, from the appearance of this salt-pond, 
to be produced rather from the saline quality of xh^ 
surrounding earth, in which it is contained, than 
purely from the sea- water. Yet its being not more 
than thirty yards from the sea-side, makes it probable 
tliat the oceanic water penetrates into it, through the 
loose sandy beach that separates it from the sea,, and 
that the richness of the fluid may be produced froi^ 
both those causes. 

" Paying our respects to Kahowmotoo'% wivee, and 
inspecting this salt-pond, occupied nioat of our time, 
and claimed most of our attention. Having rendered 
y 2 
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o\ir visit pleasant to the former, by distributing such 
articles as we knew they held in high estimation, we 
returned towards the boats, accompanied by the chief 
and his. ladies, and attended by the natives, who con- 
ducted tliemselves in the most orderly and respectful 
manner. They brought us cocoa-nuts as we passed 
along, and seemed studious to afford us any little ser- 
vice or civility, without being the least troublesome j 
and stricdy conformed themselves to the orders of 
their chief, who directed that few only should ad- 
vance near us, and that the crowd should be seated at 

- a distanci^, in whatever direction we should pass. 

** Gn reaching the boats, I requested that KahoW" 
motoo would accompany us on board to dinner, but in 
consequence of a taboo, 1 had no idea of soliciting that 
favour from the ladies^ who were then its particular 
objects ; they however entertained very different no- 
tions, particularly Kahowmotoo's favourite, Na-ma* 
hanna, who contended, that although the taboo pro- 
hibited their embarking in canoes bielonging to Or 
"whyhee, it could not possibly extend to the boats of 
those who totally disregarded tlielr laws and restric- 
tions. This ingenious mode of reasoning seenaing to 
meet Kahowmotoos concurrence, we sooti embarked, 
^ leavipg Mr. Menzies, who had been of our party, oa 

" shore, in pursuit of new vegetable ptoductions. He 
returned in the eyening, after receiving muglv hospi- 
table civility from the natives." 

Having, on the 21st February, reached Tyahtatooa, 
Captain Vancouver was honoured with a visit from 
Tamaahmaah, the king of the island of Owhyhee, a 
cliief of an open, cheerful, and sensible mind, com- 
bined with great generosity and goodness of disposi- 
tion.* He was accompanied by John YoCing, an Eng- 
lish seaman, who possessed much influence with him. 
The queen and some of his majesty *s relations also vi- 
sited on board. 

'* The sole object of this visit was to invite and rfa- 
treat ourproceedmg to Karakakooa : to their solicita* 
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dons I replied, that our boat was examining Tyali- 
tatooa^ and that on her return I should determine. 
With this answer ^ey were perfectly satisfied, but 
observed, th^t I should not find it so convenient as 
Karakakooa. 

" I was much pleased with the decorum and ge- ^ 
neral conduct of this royal party. Though it consist* 
ed of many, y6t not one solicited even the niost in- 
considerable article 5 nor did they appear to have any 
expectation of receiving presents. They seemed Xxy 
be particularly cautious to avoid giving the. least cause 
for bfience j but no one more so than the king him-. 
self, who was so scrupulous, as to enquire when and 
where it was proper for him to be seated. The inha- . 
bitants, who had assembled round the ships, were by 
this time very numerous ; ©n being denied their re- 
quests to be admitted on board, which ^^as observed 
towards all but the principal chiefs, they remained 
perfectly quiet in their canoes, and in a most order- 
ly n^anner carried on an honest and friendly inter-; 
coarse. 

** The demand, amounting to clamour, for arms" 
atid ammunition, which on our first arrival seemed at, 
that time to be so formidsfcle an- obstacle to our pro- 
curing rrfreshments, appeared now to be entirely 
done away, whilst the cordial manner in which we 
had been received and treated, the profusion of good 
things we had purchased at an easy rate, and the va- 
lue attached to our articles of traHic, impressed me 
with a more favourable idea of the character of these- 
people -than that which had been recently given to . 
the world. 

" Being determined that nothing should be want- 
ing on my part to preserve the harmony and good un- 
derstanding that seemed to Ixave taken place between 
us 5 and having learned from Young, that our royal 
visitors did not entertain the most distant idea of ac- , 
ceptiog any thing from me until they had :first set the 
example > I considered this a good opportunity to 
V3 
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'manifest our friendly disposition towards them, by 
presents suitable to their respective ranks and situa- 
tions ; in the hope that by such an early compliment 
J should confirm , or perhaps heighten, the favourable 
opinion of us that they already seemed to have im» 
bibcd. Accordingly, such articles .were distributed, 
as I knew were likely, and (as they afterv%'ards proved 
to be) highly acceptable to the whole party. Per- 
niission was now requested for the friends and rela- 
tions, who wiere alongside in their canoes, to be suf- 
fered to visit the ship. The new vUitors, of both 
sexes, instantly found their way aft, and nearly filled 
the cabin ; until Tamaahmaah desired that no more 
should be admitted into the ship ; and then demanded 
0f me, if it were my intention to make those now on 
bo^rd any presents ? On his being answered in the 
affirmative, he undertook the distribution himself, 
^nd was so ecpnomical as to give me several oppor- 
tmnities to make spme addition to his dispensations, 
which were more bountifully bestowed upon some of 
the men, than on the generality of the women. The 
ladies, however,, were no losers on this occasion. 
Tile deficiency of Tamaahmaah^s attention being 
otherwise amply supplied, produced no small degree 
p{ mirth, in which Tamaahmaah bore a very consi<* 
derable part. This distribution being finished, and 
the whole party made very hapipy, the king, in addi- 
tion to what he had before received, was presented 
with a scarlet cloaL, that reached from his neck to 
tlie ground, adorned with tinsel lace, trimmed with 
various coK^ared gartering tape, with blue ribbons to 
tie it down the front. The looking glasses being 
placed opposite to each other, displayed at once the 
whole of his royal person ; this filled him with rap- 
tore, ah i so delighted him that the cabin could scarce- 
ly contain him.' ^^Hii ecstacy produced capefipg, and 
lie soon cleared the cabin of maiiy of our visitors, 
whose nuiTibers had rendered it very hot and un- 
pjtasant. He himself soon followed, and after struif-. 
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ting spme little time upon deck, he exposed himself 
in the most conspicuous places, seemingly with the 
greatest indifference, though in reality tor the sole 
purpose of attracting the admiration and applause of 
his subjects. The acclamations that his appearance 
produced from the surrounding multitude were evi- 
dently gratifying to his vanity j yet his joy and satis-r 
taction were incomplete until two in the afternoon, 
when Mr. Whidbey returned^ and reported, that air 
though the anchorage at Tyahtatooa seemed convcr 
nlent, yet it was infinitely more exposed than any 
part of the anchorage at Karakakooa. 

*' Next morning we reached Karakakooa, the re- ' 
sidence of TamaahnMah } from whence, before the 
ship was well sepured, eleven large canoes put ofF 
from the shore with great order, and formed two 
equal sides of an obtuse triangle. The largest canoe 
being in the angular point, was rowed by eighteen 
paddles on each side j in this was his Owhyhean 
majesty, dressed in a printed linen gown, that Captain 
Cook had given to Terreoboo } and the most elegant 
feathered cloak 1 had yet seen, composed princijpally • 
of beautiful bright yellow feathers, and reaching from 
his shoulders to the ground on which it trailed. On 
his head he wore a very handsome helmet, and made 
altogether a very magnificent appearance. His canoe 
was advanced a little forward in ihe procession, to the- 
actions of which the other ten strictly attended, keep- 
ing the most exnct and regular time with their pad- 
dles, and inclining to the right or left, agreeably to 
tlie directions of the king, who conducted the whole 
business with a degree of adroitness and unitbrmity, 
that manifested a knowledge of such movements and 
inanQBUvre, far beyond what could reasonably have 
been expected. Jn this manner he paraded round 
the vessels, with a slow and solemn iuotion. Thi^ 
not only added a great dignity to the procession, but 
^ave time to the crowd of canoes alongside to get but 
0f the way. He now ordered the ten canoes to dra^y . 
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up in a line under our stern, whilst, with the utmost 
exertions of his paddlers, he rowed up along the star- 
board side of the ship j and though the canoe was 
going at a very great rate,' she Wcis in an instant 
stopped, with that part of the canoe, where his ma- 
jesty was standing immediately opposite the gang- 
way. 1 

'^ He instantly ascended the side of the ship, and 
taking hold of my hand, demanded, if we were sin- 
cerely his friends ? To this I answered in the af- 
"firmative ; he then said, that he understood we be- 
longed to King George, and asked if he was likewise 
bis friend ? On receiving a satisfactory answer to 
this question, he declared that he was our iiFm good 
friend ; and, according to the custom of the country, 
in testimony of the sincerity of oiir declarations, we 
saluted by touching noses. He then pjesented me 
with four very handscme feathered helmets, and or- 
dered the ten large canoes that were under the stern, 
to come on the starboard-side. Each of these con- 
tained nine very large hogs, whilst a fleet of smaller 
canoes, containing a profusion of vegetables, were or- 
.dered by him to deliver their cargoes on the opposite 
side. This supply was more than we could possibly 
dispose of i some of the latter he was prevailed upon 
to reserve -, but although our decks, as well as those 
of the Chatham, were already encumbered with their 
good things, he would not suffer one bog to be re- 
turned to the shore. 

''The remaining livestock I had on board, con* 
sisting of five oows, two ewes and a ram, were sent 
on shore in some of his canoes ; these were all in a 
healthy state, though in low condition ; and as I flat- 
tered, myself the bull would recover, 1 had little 
doubt of their succeed ing to the utmost of my wishes. 
I cannot avoid me^itioning the pleasure I received, in 
the particular attention paid by Tamaahmaab to the 
placing of these animals in the canoes. This business 
W^« principally dpne by biwselfj after which bo 
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^ave the strictest injunctions to his people, who had 
the charge of them, to pay inoplicit obedience to the 
directions of our butcher, who was sent to attend 
their landing. At the departure of these canoes, J 
was unacquainted with the extent of Tamaahmaah's 
intended compliment. In addition to bis magnificent 
present of provisions, other canoes were now ordered 
alongside, from which a large quantity of cloth, 
mats, and other articles of their own manyfacture, 
were deiiveriwg into the ship j but we were so much 
incommoded, that there w^as no possibility of taking 
care of these valuables, and on pi^omising to receive 
them on j^ future day, the king permitted them to be 
returned to the shore, giving particular charge to one 
of his attendants, to whom they were intrusted, to be 
very careful of them, as they bplopged to me, and 
not to himself. 

'* Kahowmotoo and Tianna also visited the ship^ 
and were treated with proper distinction. Captain 
Vancouver, however, deeming it proper to pay th^ 
most marked attention to Tamaahmaah as being the 
king, and, notwithstanding the former assertions of 
Tianna, the supreme chief where he was only subor- 
dinate« Considerable caution w^s necessary on the 
occasion, thiere appearing between the king and Ti- 
anna much resentment, which, however, wore off, , 
and harmony was restored* Tlie tents and the ob- 
servatory were next day erected on shore, in a conse- 
crated spot belonging to the Morai, on which' the 
king and his islanders gave every assistance, and with 
the high approbation of his majesty, proper guards 
were established to prevent improper obtrusions. 

•' The king observed, there were persons in the 
neighbourhood, who were servants and vassals be- . 
longing, not only to the chiefs of the other islandi^ 
who were his inveterate enemies, but also to maay 
belonging to Owhyhee, who were not better in- 
clined ;, and conceiving it to be very likely that some 
pfthfse might think proper to make depredations lo^ 
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iir property, or to insult^our persons, he had taken 
due precaution to prevent any such mischievous de- 
sign } fearing lest I might be impelled to seek such 
redress as would prove fatal to his person or his go- 
vernment, or probably to both ; although he and his 
people might be perfectly unconcerned in the offence 
committed. 

'^ This conversation was urged by Tamaahmaah in 
the coolest manner, though in the most forcible lan- 
guage, and concluded by hoping, that I would cause 
mch measures to be pursued for the regulation of our 
conduct towards them, as would avoid ali possible 
chance of any misunderstanding." Proper and strict 
regulations were made in consequence. 

" Besides Young, his Owhyhean Majesty's favorite 
before mentioned, there were here also John Smith, 
an Irishman, who had deserted from an American tra- 
der, and Is^c Davis, who had been captured by tlie 
islanders, in the schooner. Fair American. These 
men tiehaved extremely well, atKl had been taken 
linder the special patronage of Tamaahmaah, who 
was much irritated at the above capture 5 and the 
treatment of the people belonging to the schooner, 
which was atrociously taken by Tamaahmootoo, a 
powerful chief and his people, but which Tamaahmaah 
caused to be delivered up to them, to be kept for the 
benefit of the proprietor. Mr. Metcalf, who had the 
command of the schooner, was thrown overboard by 
Tamaahmootoo, who took out of her every thing he 
could, before the arrival of the King and Young. In 
this affair, Tianna had also acted a scaodalous part, 
endeavouring, by false insinuations, to prevail on 
the King to kill Young and Davies, but his arts were 
unsuccessful on his Majesty, whose sound judgment, 
and humane attentions, wo':ild have done credit to 
thjj sovereign of a more civilized people, 

*' On Thursday, the 28th, ICemeecuberrey, the 
unfortunate widow of the late Tereeoboo, who had 
been killed atoidst the tumultuous and revolutionarv 
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affairs that had distracted the island^ favoured me 
with a visit. After lamenting the death of h^r hus- 
band, and witnessing nearly the eJttirpation of his 
whole race, she had survived to this time in a state of 
captivity. Under these melancholy circumstances, 
she had met in Tamaahmaah, not only a humane 
and generous conqueror^ but a friend and protec- 
tor. 

"During the conflict at the revolution, be was 
under the necessity of usin^ some violence, to shelter 
her from the revenge of Lis nearest relations, and 
the fury of the mob, who loudly demanded her im- 
mediate execution, and the lives of all her husband's 
adherents. Although, on my visit to these islands, 
in the year 1779, she was tlien advanced in life, yet 
I perfectly recollected tlie features of her counte- 
nance. The high degree of sensibility and vivacity 
it then possessed, compared with her present appear- 
ance, too plainly bespoke the sorrow and dejection she 
had since experienced. 

" In a very feeble, faltering voice, she said, that 
we had beien formerly acquainted, that she bad come 
with Tamaahmaah, to pay me a visit, and see the 
ship, presented me, at tiie «arae time, with a small 
feathered cap, which was all she had now in her « 
power to bestow. Curiosity induced her to visit 
most parts of the ship 3 and whilst she was sp en» 
gaged, a slight degree of cheerfulness seemed to ob- 
trude, and for a moment appeared to suspend the 
weighty afflictions that her declining years were 
scarcely able to sustain. Satisfied with the surround- 
ing objects, and gratified in her inquiries, after many 
of the officers, and some of the people of the Reso- 
lution ^nd Discovery, I presented her with an assort- 
ment of valuables suitable to her former distinguished 
situation, and obtained from Tamaahmaah a most so- 
lemn promise in her presence, that the articles I had 
given faer should not be taken from her by liimself, 
or any other person. , 
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'' KahowrootoQ^ who, ,witli a part of his^ femily^ 
liad beeti our constant visitors \n the day time^ aqd 
whose good offices bad t)eeQ uniiR>rmly exerted to the 
titcaost of his ability in our servicie, look a very 
friendly leave on Friday xnomingj the Isl of March. 

^' AocompaBted by Tamaahmaahy ^nd some of the 
pfficers, on Sunday th« 3d of March> I visited the 
^ree villages in this bay ; and first of all the fatal spot, 
Ivhere Captain Cook so unexpectedly, and so unfor-^ 
tunately for the world, was deprived, of bis valuable 
life. This uaelancholy, and ever to be deplored event, 
the natives are at much pains exactly to represent, to 
produce feasons for its taking place, and to shew, 
that it fulfilled the prophecies of the priests, who had 
foretold this sad catastrophe. But ^s these are mat- 
ters that require further examinatioa, I sliall defer 
them to fiiture consiiieration." 

'' On Monday the 4th, as soon as dinner was over, 
we were summoned to a sham fight on shore -, and as 
Taraaahmaah considered all ceremonies and forniaii-^ 
ties, on my part; as adding to his consequence, be 
requested that I would be attended on shore by a 
guard. 

'^ We found the warfiots assembled towards the " 
,north corner of the beach, without the limits of the 
hallowed ground. The party consisted of jibout an 
hundred and fifty men» armed with s^xsars } these 
were divided into three parties, nearly in equal mmi- 
sbers, two were placed at a little distance from each 
other } that on our right was to represent the armies 
of Titeeree and Taio, that oa the left the army of 
Tamaahmaah. Their spears, on this occasion, were 
blunt- pointed sticks, about tlie length of their barbed 
ones ; whilst, on each wing, we were to suppose a 
body of troops placed to annoy the enemy with stones 
from their slings. The combatants now advanced 
towards each other, seemingly, without ,ainy principal 
leader, naaklng speeches as they approached, wliicii 
appeared to eiid>n vauats ani tbr^u frawbptfejp^r-,. 
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ties, when the battle began by throwing, their shartv 
spears at each other. ^ These were parried in roost 
instances with great dexterity, but such as werer 
ihrown with effect, produced contusions and wounds, 
Vhich, though fortunately pf no dangerous tendency,-. 
"Were yet very considerable, and it was admirable ta 
6bsey\^e the great good humour and evenness of tem- 
per that was preserved by those who were thus in- 
jured. This battlii was a mere skirmish, neither 
party* being supported, nor advancing in any order, 
but such 8fs the fancy of the individuals directed. 
Some would advance even, from the rear to the front, 
where they ^duld thfow their spears, and instantly 
retreat into the midst of their associates, or would 
remain picking up the spears that had fallen without 
effect. These they would sometimes hurl again at 
the foe, or hastily retreat/ with two or three in their 
possession. Those, however, who valued themselves 
on miHtary achievements^ marched up towards the 
front of the adverse party, and in a vaunting manner 
bid defiance to the whole of their adversaries. la 
their left hand they held their spear, with which, in a 
contemptuous manner, they parried some of those of 
their opponents, whilst, with their right, they caught 
others in the act of flying immediately at them, and 
instantly returned them with great dexteritj^. In thi» 
exercise no one seemed to excel his Owhyhean Ma- 
jesty, who entered the lists for a short time, and de- 
fended himself with the greatest dexterity, much to 
our surprize and admiration > in one instance parti- 
cularly, against six spears that were hurled at himf 
nearly at the- same instant, three he caught as they 
were flying, with one hand, two he broke by parrying 
them with his spear in the other, and th^ sixth, by a 
trifling inclination of his body, passed harihless. 

" This part of the combat was intended to repre- 
sent the king as having been suddenly discovered hy 
the enemy, ia a situation where he was least expected 
to be found 5 and the shower of darts that were in- 

voi.. xjti. X 
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stantly UIrect;ed to that quarter, were iateaded to shew 
that he wa^ in tlie most imminent danger ; until ad- 
vancing a few paces, with the wholp body of his army 
more closely connected, and throwing their spean 
with their utmost exertion, he caused the enemy to 
fdW back in some little confusion, and be himselt re- 
joined ourparty^ without having received the least 
injury. 

'* The consequences attendant on the lint man 
being killed, or being so wounded as to fall on the 
disputed ground between the coatendiiig armies, 
were next exhibited. 

" This event causes the loss of many lives, and 
much blood, in the conflict that takes place, in order 
to rescue the unfortunate individual, who, if carried 
off by the adverse party, dead or alive, becomes an im- 
mediate sacrifice at the morai. On this occasion, the 
wounded man was supposed to be one of Titeeree's 
soldiers, and until this unhappy period, no advantage 
appeared on either side 3 but now the dispute became 
very serious, was well supported on all sides, and vic- 
tory still seemed to hold a level scale, until, at length, 
the supposed armies of Taio and Titeeree fell back, 
whilst that of Tamaahmaah carried off in trtompk 
several supposed dead bodies, dragging the poor fel- 
lows, (who already had been much trampled upon) 
by the heels, some distance through a light, loose 
sand; and who, notwithstanding their ey^s, ears, 
mouth, and nostrils, were by this means filled, were 
no sooner permitted to use their legs, than they 
ran into the sea, washed themselves, and ap- 
peared as happy and as cheerful as if nothing had 
happened. 

" in this riot-like engagement, for it could not 
possibly be considered any thing better, the prin- 
cipal chiefs were considered to bear no part; and 
on its being thus concluded^ each party sat quiet- 
ly down on the ground, and a parly, or some 
other sort of conversation too)^ place.. The chiefs 
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were now supposed tb have arrived at the theatre of 
war, which had hitherto been carried on by the com- 
mon people only' of both parties ; a very usual mode 
6f proceeding, I understood, among these islanders. 
They now on both sides came forward, guarded by a 
number of men armed with spears of great length, 
called pallaloos. These weapons are never relin- 

SQJshed but by death, or captivity; the former is 
le most common. They are not barbed, but re- 
duced to a small point, and though not very sharp, 
yet are capable of giving deep and mortal wounds by 
the force and manner with which they are used. — 
The missive spears are all barbed about six inches 
from the point, and are generally from seven to eight 
feet long. 

" The warriors who were armed with the palla^ 
loos, now advanced with a considerable degree of 
order, and a scene of very different exploits com- 
menced ; presenting, in comparison to what before 
had been exhibited, a wonderful degree ^of improved 
fcnowledge in military evolutions. This body of 
men, composing several rMiks, formed in close and 
regular order, constituted a firm and compact pha- 
lanx, which in actual service, I was informed, was 
not easily to be broken. HaVing reached the spot in 
contest, they sat down on the gromid about tliirty 
yards asunder, and pointed their pallaloos at each 
other. After a short interval of silence, a conversa- 
tion coromenjced, and Taio was supposed to state his 
opinion respecting peace and war. The' arguments 
seemed to be urged and supported with equal energy 
on both sides. When peace under certain stipula- 
tions was proposed, the pallaloos were inclined 
towards the ground, and when war was announced, 
their points were raised to a certain degree of eleva- 
tion. ' Both parties put on the appearance of being; 
much upon their guard, and to watch each other 
lurith a jealous eye, whilst this negotiation was going 
forward 5 which, however, not terminating arnica- 
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jbly, their respective claims remained tp be decided 
t)y the fate of a battie. Nearly at the same instant 
pf time they all arose, and^ in close columns^ m&t 
each other by slow advances. This movement they 
.conducted with much order and regularity, frequent- 
ly shifting their gi-ound, and guarding with great cir- 
cumspection against the various advantages of tlieir 
opponet>ts ; whilst tlie inferior bands were supposed 
to be engaged on i^ch wing^ with spears and slings. 
The success of the contest, however, seemed to de- 
pend entirely on those with the pallaloos,_. who 
firmly disputed evjSiy inch of the ground, by parry- 
ing each othei''s lunges with the greatest dexterity, 
until some tp the left' of Titeeree's centre fell. This 
greatly encouraged Tamaahmaah*s party, who, rush- 
ing forward with shouts and great iippetuosity, broke 
the rankk of their opponents, and victory was de- 
clared for the arms of Owhyhee, by the supposed 
death of several of the enemy 5 these at length re- 
treated ; and on being njore closely pressed, the war 
was decided by the supposed death of Titeeree and 
Taio ', and those who hjad the honor of personating 
these chiefs, were, like those before, dragged in tri- 
umph by the heels ov6r no small e^^tent of loose sandy 
beach, to be presented to.the victorious Tamaahmaah, 
and for the supposed purpose of being sacrificed at 
his morai. These poor fellows, like those before 
mentioned, bore their treatment with the greatest 
good humour. ^ / 

" The first exhibition appeared to be extremely 
rude, disorderly, and ineffectual, though much dex- 
terity was certainly shewn 5 but from the manner in 
which the pallaloos were managed, it would seem 
that they are capable of sustainiug a \ery heavy as- 
sault.- 

" These military exploits finislied towards sunset, 
and as soon as it was dark we entertained the king 
and a large cooppurse of his people with a display ot 
^re works. Tamaah^^b and some of the chiet^ 
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ttoAleetei to have seen a few indiflfefeDt 6n«s, that 
wife fired by Ca{>tain Cook on his being visited by 
Terreeolboo ; but onrs, being in higher preservation, 
of greater variety, and in a larger qtwntity, were 
viewed by the several chiefs, who were * the only 
persons admitted) within our tabooed precincts, with 
the gneaftest noixture of fear, sufprize, and admira- 
tion j and by the repeated bursts of acclamation from 
the numerous body of the inhabitants assembled oh 
the occasion, it was hard to determihe which of these 
I>sission$ naoBt generally proponderatcd. 

«* The following morning, Tuesday the 3th, Cava- 
bero, the chief of Kowrooa, who was of our party 
the preceding evening, informed me, that on his re- 
turn home, the inhabitants of that village at first, 
considered what they beheld as a diversion only, but 
from the time it lasted, and the continual clamour 
that *they had heard, they had become very much 
aiamied^ and suspected that some misunderstanding 
.had taken place betweei^ us and Tamaahmaah ; and 
that we were destroying him, .with all his people and 
hoases, on this side of the country. The same opi- 
nion had prevailed with*most of the women who 
were on board the vessels, and who were not easily 
persuaded to believe otherwise. 

'* These intimations afforded me an opportunity, 
fo impress on their minds the very great superiority 
wc possessed, should we ever be obliged to act to- 
wards them as enemies. The sky and water rockets, 
balloons^ hand grenades, &c. &c. I represented to be 
like guns fired without shot, when designed for en-t 
tertainment^ but like them capable of being rendered 
forraidablte and destructive weapons, when occasion 
mjght lequire, 

'* Much trouble was taken by Captain V. with 
th^se people, and those of the other islands, partii ular-i 
Jy Movi'ee, to leave off the contests constantly among 
them, and which appeared in a fair train of success^ 
but m the end pa;iic to nothing from thei^: vioreut 
3t3 
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jealousies and anicnosities, and because Captam Van- 
couver's destination, would not pernrit him. to devote 
sutRcient time to accomplish this desirable purpose. 
Tamaahmaah, at one of his last visits, presented me 
with a handsome cloak formed of red and yellow 
feathers, with a small collection of other native cu- 
riosities; and at the same time (Jelivered into my 
charge the superb cloak that he ha4 worn on his for- 
mal visit at our arrival. This cloak was very neatly 
made of yellow feathers j after he had displayed its 
beauty, and had shewn me the two holes made in 
different parts' of it by the enemy's spears the 
first day he wore it, in his last battle for the sove- 
reignty of this island, he very carefully folded it up, 
and desired, that on my arrival in, England, I would, 
present it in his name lo His Majesty King George; 
and as it had never been worn by any person but 
himself, he strictly enjoined me not to permit any 
person >yhatever, to throw it over their shoulders, 
say}ng, that it was the most valuable thing in the 
island of Owhyhee, and for that reason he had sent 
it to so great a monarch, and so good a friend, as h« 
considered the King of England. 

*' This donation! am well persuaded was dictated 
by his own grateful heart, without having received 
the least hint or^ advice from any person whatever, 
and was the effect of principles, highly honourable to 
more civilized minds. The cloak 1 received, and 
gave him the most positive assurance of acting agree- 
fibly with his directions. 

*' Although Tamaahmnah considered himself to 
be amply rewarded by the ditferent articles 1 had 
from time to time presented him wiih, yec, the very 
essential services he had rendered us, his steady 
fiiendship, and the attachment he had sliewa to our 
welfare, demanded, I thought, some additional tes- 
timony of our general approbation. For this purpose 
I selected a uun^ber of useful as well as ornamental 
articles; among.st the latter were two cloaks sidiilar 
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to those I had before presented him, and a quantity 
of pJain and coloured gartering tape 5 this was held ia 
great estimation, espiepially when two or.three sorts 
were sewn together to form that pai't of their dress 
caJled the maro, about three yards long, and six 
inches broad. The usefdl matters consisted of a va- 
riety of culinary utensils and implements of husban- 
dry, with some smiths' and carpenteiV tools. With 
this acquisition he was greatly delighted, and ex- 
pressed much surprize at the liberality of the pre-r 
bent. ' 

*' Among those who had accompanied the king on 
this visit, were two chiefs, .one named Crymakoo, the 
other Quoti, but more commonly called Kookinney, 
which in their language means quickness. To the 
care of these chiefs >Mr. Whidbey and the observa- 
tory had been entrusted, with an' additional guard of 
some natives of the order of the priesthood, each of 
whom strove to surpass the other in acts of service 
and civility. The situation that the two chiefs filled, 
and the superiority they possessed, afforded them 
more frequent opportunities than the rest of mani- 
festing tlieir friendly intentions, in a uniform steadi- 
ness deserving the highest commendation. 

" As an acknowledgment for their sei-vices and 
fidelity, 1 requested that Tamaahmaah would point 
out to me such articles as would be most wortjiy of 
their acceptance j these were presented to them, and 
they were highly gratified by this complimerit to their 
integrity. 

'* Thefe were none of the chiefs who seerned to feel 
so much regret on our departure as these two young 
men. They had been constantly with Mr. Whid- 
bey in the marquee, and had acquired such a taste 
Ibr our mode of living, that their utmost endeavours 
were exerted to imitate all our ways, and they seem- 
ed io perfectly happy and pleased with our society, 
that they were scarcely ever absent unless when sent 
|br b) the kin§. Their attachment was by no means 
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df jSL childish nature, or arising only from novel^ ; it 
v^as the effect of reflection ', and the concioufiness ot 
their own comparative inferiority. This directed their 
ttxlnds to the acquirement of useful instruction, from 
those whom they acknowledged to be so infinitely 
fheir superiors. Their conversation had always for its 
object important information, not frivolous inquiry | 
and their questions were of a nature that would not. 
have discredited much more enlightened observers. — 
Their Vivacity and sen«ibiiity of countenance, their 
modest behaviour, evenness of temper, quick con- 
ception, and the pains they took to become acquainted 
^ith our language, and to be instructed in reading 
and writing, bespoke them to have not only a genius 
to acquire, but abilities to profit by instruction. 

" Tamaahmaah,. knowing my intention of visiting 
Kahowmotoo in my way to Mowee, inform«d me, 
that he had sent directions to the persons on his 
estates at Toeaigh to supply us with a full stock of 
hogs dnd vegetables, and any thing else the country 
afforded 3 and that he might be certain that his orders 
would be duly executed, he requested that Young 
and Davis might attend us thither; as it was impos- 
sible for hjm to absent himself from Karakakooa 
until certain ceremonies had taken place, in conse- 
quence of his having celebrated the festival of tha 
new year in this district ; and of his having trans- 
gressed the law by living in such social intercourse 
with us, who had eaten and drank in the company of 
women. 

" On the evening of our departure, Tamaahmaah 
waft to resign himself to the strict obedience of a 
taboo that was then to commence. On this occasion, 
all his people who had been in commercial intercourse 
with us, were to lay before him the whole of the 
treasure tliey had acquired, and to render to him the 
customary tribute. The presents that the king him- 
self had received would also be exposed to public 
\iew, when certain pr;esfs v^'oujd pei'forni piuyers. 
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«xbortatiens, and oiher flinctions of their office. 
Ihese -ceremonies frequently continue without stop- 
ping, near lialf a day, and are sometimes repeated ten 
-days successively. 

** Having sailed and arrived at Toeaigh, our friend 
Kahowiuotoo, agreeably" to his promise, visited us 
ih^ next morning, Saturday the Qth, and presented 
me with twenty iine hogs, and a large assortment of 
\ «;getabJes ; to these he was pleased to add ^ very 
handsome feathered cloak. 

*' The servants of the king were very alert in 
obeying their master's orders, and brought eiglity 
very fine hogs for the Discovery, and half that num- 
ber, equally good, for the Chatham; with large 
supplies of vegetables for both. They behaved with 
the utmobt decorum, and inquired if any more of 
these, or any other articles, would be wanting, add- 
ing, that if so, they should be immediately provided. 
This abundant supply was however far beyond what 
we could possibly require, one third being fully suffi- 
cient for all our purposes 3 the remainder was there- 
fore directed to be returned to the shore. 

•* During the forenoon we received a visit from 
Tianna, who brought as a present to me about half a 
dozen small ill-fed hogs, for which wc had neither 
room nor occasion. He "v^as not however dismissed 
without a farewell present, and such a one, as in my 
opinion he ought to have been extremely well con- 
tented with ; since, on no one of his visits, which had' 
been very frequent, excepting on the first, had he of- 
fered us any refreshments ; yet he had received from 
me presents nearly equal to those 1 had made to other 
chiefs, who had been instrumental in supplying our 
wants, and anxious on all occasions to render us ser- 
vice. Although Tianna could assume no merit, 
cither for his supplies, or services bestowed upon us, 
yet, such was his envious pride, that instead of being 
thankful for what he had not deserved, he could not 
irefrain from expressions qi dissatisfaction, that b^ 
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had not been shewn the same attention and respect, 
and complimented with articles of similar value to 
those^ that had been offered to Tamaahmaah. In 
short, his conversation was in so haughty a stile, and 
to unlike the general conduct of all the other chiefs 
of Owhyhee, that I was induced to request that he 
would return the scarlet cloaks axes, and a variety of 
other useful articles I had just before given him; 
observing, that as t|iese things were in his opinion so 
inadequate to his claims, they could not possibly bo 
v^orthy his acceptance. With this request however, 
Tianna did not think proper to comply, but departed, 
affecting to be perfectly satisfied and contented, 
though his coantena&ce proclaimed those designing, 
ambitious, and (I believe I may with justice add) 
treacherous principles, that apparently govern his 
turbulent and aspiring disposition. 

^' Kabowmotoo, who was present, expressed the 
highest disapprobation of Tianna's conduct ; saying, 
tliat if any one could be dissatisfied, he had cause to 
complain, that such valuable presents had been be^ 
stowed on a man who had appeared totally indiffer- 
ent to our welfare, and who had never even endea* 
vonrcd to render us jiny service. This observation 
i^as extremely well timed, and was immediately fol- 
lowed by the most grateful acknowledgements for 
the valuable articles himself and family had received. 
These, he said, had far exceeded the utmost limits of 
his expectations. 

" I was not less pleased with the gratitude of 
Kahowmotoo, than with the assurance of his being 
so well contented with the selection of things I had 
given him, as they were on our part tributes very 
justly due to his steady, uniform, and friendly atten- 
tion. 

" Amongst other points of information that I col- 
lected at Owhyhee, I learned that Tamaahmaah, 
having obtained some intiniation of our intended visit, 
bad been excessively impatient fer our arrival, that he 
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might obtain an opportunity of displaying his real and 
true character J which he understood had been most 
unjustly traduced, by, some of the traders who had 
visited this island since he had acquired its govern- 
inent. Instructions had been given to several of the 
masters of the trading vessels by their owners, direct- 
ing them to be excessively cautious of, end vigilantly 
on their guard against, the treacherous, villainous, 
and designing arts of Tamaahmaah j these unneces- 
sary^ admonitions had been explained to him ; and 
being concious of his own innocence, his concern 
was excessive, and he impatiently looked forward to 
an opportunity of rescuing his character from such 
irpputations, by exhibiting his real disposition to his 
more candid visitors." 

Having sailed from Owhyhee, they arrived on the 
10th March off Mo wee, of which some parts were 
cultivated and inhabited, others the reverse. Be- 
sides the attempts to consolidate a peace with the 
other islands. Captain Vancouver's great object 
here, was to investigate the murders of Lieut. Her- 
gest, and Mr. Gooch at Moakoo. This I particularly 
stated to a chief, who came off on the part of Titee- 
ree. 

" About noon next day, we had the company of a 
chief named 'To-mo-ho-mo-ho, who said he was 
younger brother to Titeeree, and that he had come 
by his orders to conduct us to the best anchorage at 
Habeina, where Titeeree himself would shortly meet 
us. Tomohomoho produced a certificate from Mr. 
Brown of the Butterworth, Recommending him as a 
very useful, friendly, and honest niari.' We arrived 
at our destination about half past eight in the evenings 
when we anchored in 25 fathoms water. 

•' The village of Raheina is of some extent to- 
wards the north-west part of the roadstead 5 it 
seemed to be pleasantly situated on a space of low, 
or rather gendy elevated land, in the midst of a 
grove of bread-fruiti cocoa-nut, and other trees ; to 
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the Cuistward, the countiy stemed nearly baiten an4 
uncultivated. In the village, the houses aeen:ijed to 
be numerous, and to be well inhabited. A few of 
the natives visited the ships ; these brought but littb 
with them, and most of them wer^in very small 
miserable canoes. 

'^ Ournative pilot seemed very proud of the cm.- 
£dence we had reposed on his skill, in condacrin^ 
tlie ship to this anchorage 5 and that the situation he 
had chosen la the night now met our approbation, — 
Ffom the moment of his coming onboard, he*ba4 
pleaded the cause of Titeei^ee and ,Taio with all hw 
eloquence, and gave a positive contradiction to tbe 
reports in circulation, of the murders having beiia 
premeditated by theiu at Woahoo, and committed hf 
their express orders, for the sole purpose of reven^ 
ing a difference that had happened betweerf them and 
Mr. Ingrahara. These reports, he said, he was weli 
iiware prevailed atOwhyhee; but be denied them ia 
the most positive terras, and assented, that the con- 
duct of the people at Woahoo, inatead of beio^ 
sanctioned by their chief, had incurred his highciS 
displeasure j and that Titeeree on l>emg informed cjf 
the event, sent immediate orders that tlie oifenderi 
should be put to death ; and that in consequence (•« 
these orders three men, who were principally conccru- 
ed, had been executed. 

** This led me to Inquire of Komohomoho, if 
three people oaly had bgeu implicated in that brirha- 
rous traasactiou? To this he repjied, that there 
wese three or four more considered as equally guihr; 
but that these \M found means to escape, and \v.\\ 
fled to the mountains, where they had e!ud*jd tbfir 
pursuers "for such a length of time, that any funhtr 
search had been diiicontinued, and the oijLvicre lud 
blown ov^r, and was nearly forgotten. 

" I had tind^fitood at Owhyhee, that three of 
the principal offenders concerned in the fvifirder fu:! 
been put to death by th^ordv^rs of Ti^^Jrtitf • im-^2 * 
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iw6 revert to the circumstances attending our visit in 
last March> several months subsequent to the dispute 
with Mr. Ingraham^ it is more than probable^ that ' 
had any such sakiguihar^ directions, as have been alr^ 
ready mentioned, been issued by Titeeree, they niust 
have been equally in force at the time we were there, 
as on the arrival pf the Daedalus not long after our 
departure. And though I itiust confi^ss, that our 
recepdoi^ at Woahoo did not impress me With the 
most exalted opinion of their friendly and hospitable 
intentions, yet, they did not appeaf to use any means 
for carrying such orders into effect. 

" The different mercantile people who had visited 
these islands since that unfortunate period, had 
taught the natives to apprehend the horror and detes- 
tation with which we regard unprovoked assassina- 
tion. They bad apprized them of the difference 
between our ships, and the trading vessels that had 
touched here for refreshments 5 that we acted, not 
from the orders of any private individual, but under 
tlie special authority of bur sovereign, who had given , 
me power to take cognizance of all such circum- 
stances, and to requite the barbarity of the natives 
with the severest punishment. 

*' No hint whatever of this nature had fever escaped 
ray lips, ^ince the nroment Ihad to deplore the melan- 
choly transaction. I was nevertheless fully determin- 
ed in my own mind not to omit making every inquiry, 
nor to sufl'er the crime to pass unnoticed ; and at the 
liame time, to pursue such measures, as might appear 
most likely to prevent in future such unpardonable 
and savage proceedings, 

" Being fortunately possessed of so much* essen- 
tial information from Tomohomoho, I considerei 
myself fully provided to meet Titeefee on this dis- 
tressful subject, especially as 1 had heard with great 
sati^faptlon from Tomohomoho, that the unfortunate 
commander of the Dftdalus . and his party had been 

\Qh. XII. « 
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guilty of no, offence whatever, to provote tiie uo* 

timely fate they had so unjustly niet. 

" I now came to a detei minatioa of insisting 
with Titeeree, that the remaining offenders should 
be brought to justice: not by any measures of 
force in our power, but by their own means. That, 
on their conviction the cause of their puiushnaent 
should be clearly and satisfactorily m^de k;iown tp 
the islanders, with assurances that no distance of 
time would in future secure any from detection, 
or |)reveut the punishment which such crimes de- 
mand. 

" On Wednesday afternoon the I3tb, we were 
honoured with the pzetience of Titeeree, who, 1 wa^ 
given to understand was considered as the king of all 
the islands to leeward of Owl\yhee ; and that firom 
him Taio derived his authority. He came boldly 
alongside, but entered the ship with a sort of partial 
confidence, accompanied by several chiefe ; he was 
greatly debilitated and emaciated ; and> from the co- 
Jour of his Sikin, I judged his ieebleness to liave been 
brought on by an excessive use of the ava. His iaul- 
tcring voice. bespoke the decline of life; and his 
countenance, though furrowed by bis years and irre- 
gularities, still preserved marks of his having been, 
in his juvenile days, a man of pleasing and cheerful 
manners, with a considerable degre^ of sensibility, 
which the iron hand of time had not yet entirely oblir 
terated. 

*' Amongst the articles I presented to Titeeree, 
on this occasion, was a cloak, similar to those I iia4 
given Tamaahmaah*s ; this highly delighted him , 
and be was also well pleased with the other pre- 
sents he received. In proportion to their rank, and 
the situations they held, his whqle suite wf re oono,- 
plimented, and all seemed well satis&ed with tbair 
visit. 

'' The royal party appearing to be ppflfefttly sa- 
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tisfied of our friendly intentions, 'I demanded of 
Titceree, what offence had been committed by ,the 
late Mr. Hergest, and Mr. Gooch, to occasion their 
[Saving been put to death ? To this question they 
^11 replied, that neither of those gentlemen, nor any 
other person belonging to the DaeHalus, had, to their 
knowledge, been guilty of any offence whatever. I 
then requested to know, what was the reason of 
their Raving been murdered without any provocation 
on their part j and who was the chief that gave or- 
diers for that purpose, or that was by any other means 
the' cause of their losing their lives? This question 
was also answered by the solemn declaration of the 
whole party, that there was no chief present on that 
melancholy occasion ; nor was any chief in the least 
degree concerned ; but that the marder was com- 
mitted by a lawless set of ill-minded men ; and that 
the instant Titeeree had become acquainted with the 
transaction, he had ordered all those who had be«n 
prificipally concerned to be put to death ; and in con- . 
sequence of his direction, three of the oflfenders had 
suffered that punishment. I then desired to know, 
rf three jpeople only had been concerned ? The king 
replied, that many were present at the time, but that 
only three or four more were concerned in the mur- 
der; who would Likewise have suffered death, had 
they not found means to escape to the mountains, 
where they had secreted themselves for some time j 
but that he understood, they had returned, and were 
now living on or near an estate belonging to Tomo- 
homoho. These protestations corresponding with the 
evidence before related, induced me to give credit to 
the asserted innocence of the chiefs, and the guilt of 
the persons criminated by them. As punishment 
ought t6 fall on those alone, I demanded that three or 
four, who wfere known to be principals in the^ horrid 
act, should be sought, and punished ac'cording to the 
hetnousness of their crime ; not by us, but by tliem- 
selves, without th^ least interference on our part. 
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And that as the punishment of the murderers iliigjit 
be made as public a^nd impressive as possible, Ire* 
commended, that it should rake place alongside of 
the ship, in tjie presence of the natives j and that the 
spectators, as well as all the absent inhabitants of the 
several islands, undpr the jurisdiction of Titeeree, or 
the inferior chiefs, should be made thoroughly ac- 
quainted, that the criminals had been punbhed for 
having been guilty of murder, or for aiding and assist- 
ing therein, and for that crime only : and that in fix- 
ture, neither chiefs, nor private individuals, who 
might commit such acts of barbarity, should be ex- 
cused, or escape similar punishment, be the distance 
of time ever so great, so long' as the offending parties 
bad life^ or the £pglish continued to visit these 
islands, 

' ** These propositions, much to the' credit and ho^ 
xior of the whole party, were readily and cheerfully 
agreed to in every particular. This being the case, I 
desired that a chief might be appointed to attend. us, 
for the purpose of carrying these resolutions^ into ef- 
fect, and causing justice to be properly executed. 
After 9 short consultation, Titeeree nominated Tomo- 
homoho, and invested him with due author! tyj not 
only for this function, but for the supplying of our 
wants, as far as the qountry might be ^ble to af- 
ford." 

After some further interchange of civilities, and 
much negotiation respecting the wished-for peace, 
Captain Vancouver sailed from Mowe« the 18th of 
March, having Tomohomoho on board, and qq the 
;iOth reached Whyteete, in WoahoQ. 

" One double canoe only made its appearance. In 
this came James Coleman, one of the thr^ men we 
found last year left by Mr. Kendrjck, at AttowaL 

" Coleman was accompanied by a chief named 
T'ennavee, and a lad called To-hoo-boo-ar-to. These 
informed me, that they were s^nt by To-hoo-boo-ry, 
"Jlteieree's ejdest son, and governor pf Woabpo in iii> 
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8b&mcdi to enquire who we were, and to offer such 
sappliea as the island afforded ; though at present 
they could not boast of any abundance. 

" Coleman introduced the melanchqly subject of 
eur countrymen's unhappy fate, and s^ared the cir- 
cunastances attending it niuch in the sanae w^y as we 
had heard them at Nlowee ; bat, for our more parti- 
cular information, he referred us to Tohoobooarto, 
who, he <iaid, was present, and would relate the 
whole of that transaction. 

** Tohoobooarto stated, that he had received much 
civility from Mr. Hergest and the rest of the gentle- 
men, on his visiting the Dsedalns at Whymea bay, 
on the opposite side of this island ; that when Mr. 
Hergest and Mr. Gooch were going on shore, he 
accompanied them in the boat, to assist as an inter- 
preter 5 that when they arrived at the beach, he ad- 
vised Mr. Hergest by no means to land ; telling hin^ 
that there was no chief present, and that it vs^as a part 
of the island where a great many verv bad people re- 
si4ed; that no attention was paid to his advice ; that 
they went on shore, and after taking some measures, 
without any opposition, for procuring a supply of water, 
Mr. Hergest left some directions with his people 5 
and then, still contrary to the advice of this young- 
man, went with Mr. Goocb from the sea-side up to 
the habitations of the natives, who behaved to them 
in a friendly manner. At this time Tohoobooarto' 
had left them, in order to wash hirpself in the fresh 
waler (a prevailing custom on landing after being 
some time at sea), and whilst the jgentlemen were 
absent, a dispute arose at the watering place, between 
,the natives and the people of the Dsedalus^ from 
which an affray ensued, and a Portuguese seaman 
was killed* • That no harm or molestation had been 
ofiered, or was intended, towards those gentlemen, 
who were treated civilly by the people of the village, 
until the news of this unfortunate transaction arrived ; 
when, to-wevvDt revenge taking place, it was thought 
X 3 
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XL ecessary to put to death the chiefs whom they hud-tii 
til eir power 3 and that» -in pursaanoe of this horridreso*- 
lution^ Mr. Gooch was instantly killed by being stab-» 
bed througl^ the heart with a pahooa ; that the first 
blow only wounded Mr. Hergest, who, in endea^ 
Youring to make his way towards the boat, was 
knocked down by a large stone hitting him oo the 
side of his head^ and was then murdered in a mo&t bar<» 
barous manner. The man who stabbed Mr. Geoch, 
the one who first wounded Mr. Hergest, and another 
who had been principally concerned at the watering 
place, had been, he said, apprehended by Titeeree's 
orders, and been put to death* To assure us of his 
having been present, and having interfered to save 
Mr. Hergest, he pointed out the scar of a wound in 
his left arm, which he said he had received on that 
occasion ; and further added, that the man who 
knocked down and murdered Mr. Hergest, with two 
or three others materially concerned, were still liv- 
ing, and resided not far from our then anchorage, 
^he former of these he had pointed out a iew d^ys 
before to Coleman. 

" Afiei Totioobooarto had finished his account, he 
was questioned by Tomohomoho, about the residence 
of the offenders, who desired tliat he would acoom- 
pany him and Tennavee, for the purpose of appre* 
bending tlje delinquents, and bringing them to jus- 
tice. At first, Tohoobooarto declinepi engaging, 
fearing the friends and relations of th^otFenders would 
niurder him ; but on being assured of protection by.. 
Tomohomoho, he consented, and the whole party, 
made the best of their way to the shore. I intrusted 
to Coleman a present of red cloth, and some other 
things, as ^ pledge of my good' will and friendly dist 
position towards Trytoobooryj as also aa axe, and 
other articles, to Tomohomoho^ \Yhich he requested 
to be the bearer of for the sa^^e purpose. . 

*•* The next fore upon, Thursday, the 21,st, Coleman 
^ith Toiuohomoho and Xennavee, canie qu board. 
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A^ no one appeared like ii prisoner in the can8e/J in- 
qainftd of Coietnan if the murderere were in aisfody ? 
He8aid> be believed* they were, but did not positively 
kDOw> as the basiness, after landing the precedins; 
evening, had been conducted by the chiefs with the 
most profound secrecy ; that he, had seen nothing of 
the party during the whole of the night, nor till they 
were about to put off from the beach; when he 
jumped into the stern of the canoe. Th& two chiefs 
desired I would attend thetn into the cabin j where, 
after shutting all the doors, they inforraed nie, jhat 
the roan who had murdered Mr. Hergest, with'itwo 
others who had been equally active and guilty, weru 
in the forepart of the canoe, and that no time shoalcj 
be lost in securing them, lest any thing should tranr 
spire^, and they should again make their escape. Or- 
ders were immediately given for their being admitted 
into the ship, and they soon were brought into the 
cabin. , 

" The chiefs now pointed out the principal offen- 
der, whose appearance corresponded with the descrip- 
tion given by Tohoobooarto. 

•' Tohoobooarto was not present as a witness against 
the accused persons j t>his I very much regretted, but 
as there jyas great probability that Coleman's evidence 
would conidrm what the chiefs had asserted, he was 
called in. After stedfastiy surveying their persons, 
he pointed out the same man Whom the chiefs had ac- 
cused as the murderer of Mr. Hergest, but said, that 
he had no knowledge of the other two, 

" Notwithstanding Colernan's corroborative evi- 
dence, I much wished for further proof before I sanc- 
tioned their punishment ; and having heard that Mr» 
Hobson, one of -the naidshipmen who came out in the 
Daedalus, had spoken of one of the natives, who, 
wljcD alongside oa that occasin, hud been remarked 
for bis insolence and improper behaviour; and who, 
the instant the boat with Mr. iierfTe<;t put ofTfrom the 
*hip> had pad died 'hasti|)y to the shore, where he iancj^- 
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ed, became very active ir^ the dfftay, a&d war> in th6 
unanimous opinion of the crew,, suspected to bare 
been tlie pcincipal, if not the sole cause* of.tbeea? 
laroity that followed; I having therefore called. upon. 
Mr. Dobson, and asked him if he had any recoUec* 
tion of the prisoners ; he, without the Idast hesitadon* 
pointed out the same maji who stood accused aa the 
person who had acted the pnrt above described^ and 
was ready to make oath to bis identity. 

^' The^ proofs, though not positive^ were yet so cir- 
cumslantial as to leave little doubt of this man's g^ilt; 
hut as Hhe evidence of Toboobooarto would be still 
an additional confirmation, I desired Tennavee 'would 
repair to the shore and bring him on boards that the 
criminals might be hiriy tried, and that we might 
have the fullest satisfaction of their guilt which the 
nature of the case would afford. During tbia inter* 
val, I ordered the prisoners into conBnemoit, until 
further testimonies should be produced to criauoate 
or acquit them. 

'* In the afternoon Tennavee returned without 
Toboobooarto. ^t this i/v^as not less concerned 
than surprized, and could not but consider his absent- 
ing himself as an indication of some misconduct. 
The two chiejfs assured me I need be. under no such 
apprehensions, as they were pertain it was only the 
fear of revenge from the relations and friends of 
the delinquents that prevented his attendance. De« 
spairing of his evidence we had only one further ap- 
peal. This was to know from Trytooboory, the chief 
of the island, if he believed these were the identical 
people guilty of the o^ence? and as his indisposition 
l)revepted him from coming on board, I desired Ter« 
rehooa, who could not be at aU interested in any 
event that might take place, and who had conducted 
IjiinscJf with great fidelity during twelve months he 
hnd been on board, to accompany Coleman, and mak» 
this inquiry of Trytooboory. This they accQlxHt^lj 
pei Ibniitd, and returned in the pvenii^. 
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*' Terrehooa declared, that Trjtooboory had posi- 
tively pronounced that all three of the prisoners were 
guilty of the murder with which they were accused. 
This CoIeiBcin contirnied, and added, that the chief 
desired they might be immediately punished with 
death. To this declaration Coleman made oath, in 
the most solemn manner in the presence of myself 
and all the officers of the ship, who had attended the 
investigation in the morning; and who, having ma- 
turely considered the business, were unanimously of 
opinion with me, that justice demanded exemplary 
puoishment, in order to stop, or at least to check, 
KUch baroarous and unprov9ked outrages in future. 

* ' And as 1 wished that as many of the natives as 
coald be collected, should witness the awful punish^- 
ment that the prisoners had brought upon themselves 
by their barbarity, I desired also that they would 
make it publicly known that the execution would pro* 
bably take place the next forenoon. 

'* On Friday morning the 22d a few of the natives 
were ^bont the ship^ but not so many as on the 
former days. After breakfast, Coleman, with To- 
mohomoho and Tennavee, came on board. The 
two latler demanded the immediate execution of the 
prisoners. This however was not complied with, as 
it was deemed right that they should again be accus- 
ed by their own chiefs, in the presence of all the 
witnesses, of the crime with which they stood charg- 
ed, in order if po«sible, to draw from them a confes- 
sion of their guilt, and to renew the opportunity 
which before had been given them, of producing 
some evidence in proof of their innocence. Nothing 
however could be extorted from any of them, but 
that they were totally ignorant of any such circum- 
stances kaving ever happened on the island. This 
very assertion amounted almost to self -conviction, as 
it is not easy to believe, tliat the execution of their 
comrades, by Titeeree*s orders, for the same offence 
Vith which they h?id been charged, had not cottie to 
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their knowledge^ or that it could have esea^d HitiT 
recollection. 

*' Neither roy«df oor mj officers discovered any 
rvasoo, from tjx^ result of this further eieamin^on, 
to retract or alter our former opinion of t,beir guilt, 
or of delivering' them over to^ their own people, to 
be dealt with according to the directions of their 
chief. 

'' Before they went from the jihip, they wAm plac- 
ed in iroD^ on the quarter-deck 3 where, in the pre- 
sence of ajl the ship's company, i recapitulated the 
crime which they had committed, the evidence that 
had been adduced against them, and the condemna- 
tion of their ' chiefs, and stated the punishment that 
was now to be inflicted. All this was likewise made 
luown to th^ Indian spectators who were present. 

*' That the ceremony might be made as solemn 
and as awful as ppssible, a guard of seamen and ma- 
rines were drawn up on that dde of the ship opposite 
to the shore^ where alongside of the ship, a canoe 
was stationed for the execution. The rest -of the 
crew were in readiness at the great guns, lest any 
disturbance or commotion shojold arise. One cere- 
mony however remained yet to be performed. One 
of these unfortunate men had long hair 3 this it was 
necessai7 should be cut from his head before he was 
executed, for the purpose of being presented, as a 
customary tribute on such occasions, to the king of 
the island. I was shocked at the want of feeling ex- 
hibited by the two chiefs at this awiul moment, who 
in the rudest manner not only cut off the hair, but, 
in the presence of the poor sunering wretch, without 
the least compassion for his situation, disputed and 
strove for the honour of presenting the prize to the 
king. The odious contest being at length settied, 
the criminals were taken one by one iftto a double 
canoe, where they were lashed hand and foot, and 
put to death by Tennavee, their own chief, who Wew 
out their brains with a pistol ; and so dexterously was 
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the melancholy office performed, that life fled with 
the report of the piece> and muscular motion 96emed 
almost instantly to cease. 

" The whole of Tennavee's deportment^ on this 
sad occasion, afforded us additional cause to believ^^ 
that the persons executed were wholly guilty of rhe 
raarder, and that the chiefs had not punished the in- 
nocent to screen themselves. 

*' The dead bodies were taken to the shore, attend* 
ed by most of the natives who were present at the 
execution, and who, on this occasion, observed some 
small degree of solemnity, by paddling slowly to- 
wards the island. When they had gained about half 
the distance between the ship and th^ shore, they 
stopped and some lamentations were heard, that con- 
tinued, I believe, until they were landed. » 

*' I had proposed that the dead bodies should each 
be hung upon a trev' near the shore, to deter others 
from committing the like offences: but Tomoho- 
rooho informed ' me, that such spectacles would be 
considered as very improper, contrary t6 their reli- 
gious rites, and would greatly pffend the whole of 
the priesthood. That such an exposure was totally 
unnecessary, as all the inhabitants would become 
' folly acquainted with tevery circuinstance attendant 
on their trial and execution, and the crime for which 
(hey had justly suf&red 5 and that he verily believed 
their fate would have the good effect <^ restraintti| 
Ae fil-disposed in liiture. 

As the two chiefs were anxious that there should 
be an interview b^ween me and Trytoobeery, whosb 
indisposition, and the want of a proper eonveyanc^^ 
{>refvenled him coming on board, { proposed, as thi 
day was remarkably ^ne and pleasant, to make a eona* 
ipodions jil^tform on a donble canoe, dn which ht 
might with grdst effse eomd alongside, and then if 
he found himself incBtied to eome oh \kmrd, hft 
should be hoisted in by maotb of a chsfxx'^ or I would 
converse with him on the platform^ and tendet him 
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any medical or other assistance. With this propositi 
they appeared to be well satisfied, and Coleman, with 
Tennavee, immediately departed to communicate this 
plan to the chief; to whom also, the better to insure 
his confidence, I again sent a present of red cloth 
and otlier articles. These had the desired effect, and 
the messengers soon returned accompanying Trytoo- 
boory, who, without the least hesitation, desired he 
might be hoisted into the ship, which he entered, and 
was placed on the quarter-deck with the mo^t im- 
plicit confidence. 

' ** Trytooboory appeared to be about thirty- three 
years of age, his countenance was fallen and reduced. 
Lis emaciated frame was in a most debilitated con- 
dition, and he was so totally deprived of the use of his 
legs, that he was under the necessity of being carried 
about like an infant i to these infirmities was added, 
a considerable degree of fever, probably increased by 
the hurry and fatigue of his visit. 

" The usual compliments, and mhtual exchange of 

friendly assurances, having passed, 1 requested the 

favour of his company below ; to this with much 

pleasure he assentet', but no sooner were his inttMi- 

tions known to the natives in the canoes about the 

ship, than a general alarm took place, and he w<i» 

earnestly recommended not to quit the deck ; froni x 

suspicion, as I imagined^ amongst the crowd, thai 

the works of death were not yet finally accpmplish- 

ed. Trj'tooboory however disregarded all remoh- 

straivbes, and ordered the people who were- carrying 

htm in the chair, and who, in consequence of the 

alarm, had stopped, to proceed to the cabin, where 

be found a comfortable resting place, and appeared 

to be perfectly at home. He then informed me, that 

lie had not been ill above' sixteen qr eighteen days; 

and as Mr. Menzies bad now inquired into the nature 

of his disorder, and had prepared bim some medi- 

i nes, i gave bim hopes that bis health would soon 

befeinstated. 
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" Notwith«taod1ng bis indisposition, his * cohver-* 
saiioQ was chee];ful and pleasing ; and I had the hap'' 
piness of hearing him confirm eveiy part of theevi- 
denee thathad bedn given a^inst the three unfcrta^ 
nare wretches who had suffered in the morning. He 
spoke of them ^11 as being equally guilty, and as hav^ 
ing always borne extremely bad characters 5 and said 
there were many others of the same description, at 
Woahoo, but hoped the example of the morning 
would be the means of fright^itig them into a more 
discreet mo^e of behaviour. 

" The fame of our fire- works still attended us^ 
and Trytooboory was very solicitous to be indulged 
with a sight of their eiiect. Considering that thd 
present moment afforded no ill-timed opportunity to 
inppress the minds of these people more deeply with 
oiir superioriry, his curiosity was gratified in the 
evenitig, by the dispfey of a small assortment, froud 
the after part of the ship. These were behaid bv the 
surrotinding natives with more than the usual mixture 
of the passions already described 5 for, on the present 
occasion, they were regarded with a degree of awful 
surprize, that I had not before observed. This exhi^ 
bififon being fini&hed, Trytooboory was conveyed into 
bis caooe, in the same manner as he had entered tha 
ship* Before his deparmre I complimented him with 
some additional articles, and with these, as well at 
his reedption and eatertainrment, he seemed highly 
delighted. 

'* Some oi the felanders, next d^, when about 
mid^tray between Woahoo and Atto way, took an op* 
portunity to visit the ship. The foremost of theses 
uDdertfl|:ing'so distant a voyage in a single cano%. 
much attracted Our attention ; on her coming along<* 
side, she proved to be without exception the fined! 
caQM'we had seen amK^git thece' iakmds. This vessel 
w^ ftixt^one feet and a half long, exceedt^> by fout^ 
feet^ ai4 ^^haii;^ the tergest canoes of Owhyhce } tt$ 
depth aad width wej» m their prq^orttoarof boiUfa^ 
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ftud the whole of their workmanship was finished 10,3 
very masterly manner. 

- *' The size of thiycinoe was not its only curiosity, 
the wood of which it was formed was an infinitely 
greater, being made out of an exceedingly fine pine- 
tree. As this species of timber is not tiie produce of 
any of these islands, and as the natives informed us 
it was drifted by the ocean, it is probable the growth 
of some of the northern parts of America. The cir- 
cumstance of fir timber being drifted on the northern 
sides of these islands J s by no means uncommon, 
especially at Attowai, where there then was ti double 
canoe, of a middlmg size, made from two small pine- 
treies, that were driven on shore nearly at the same 
spoU 

, ' *' As this kind of timber is the known produce of 
all the northern part of the west side of America, 
little doubt can remain of these trees having come 
from that continent, or its contiguous islands ; since 
it is more than probable, that if any iutervenii^ land 
riid exist between the Sandwich islands, and the 
countries on every side of them, and particularly in 
the direction of the prevailing winds, such woold 
have been discovered before now. And hence we may 
conclude, that trees do perform very distant voyages, 
find sometimes arrive in a sound state at the end o( 
their journey. This instance alone will be sufficient 
V> develope the mystery attending the means by 
whirh the inhabitants of Easter island procure their 
l^anoes, since the distance of that island from South 
America, is not so far by eighty-leagues as Attowai is 
from the shores of North America. 
. f* Having reached the naost ^rtile and. pleasant 
district of the island of Attowai, where £D«:mo the 
regent with Tamooeme the young prince resided, 
' they were visited by the former, whose age and in- 
firmities made it a very toiisome task. He was, how* 
even^ -still dxserfui, and highly gr^efol for tbe pre*^ 
semfrAaade iimi, parficulaiiy a scarlet cloak, aad a sel 
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of af motirei^'tODls. He was extremely anxious to be 
carried in the ship to £ngland, as his piiucipal wish 
in this life was to see that country, and to have the 
gratification of speaking to his Majesty King George 5 
after this, he said> he should die in peace, without 
having another wish to mdulge. On this subject be 
seemed so earnest, that Captain Vancouver thought 
proper, by a promise in the affirmative, tb fjavoac 
his Ibnd hopes. 

'* Soon after the departure of Enemo, Tamooerrie> 
attended by Poorey, came on board. The young 
prince appeared to be in high spirits, and was totalise 
divested of tho^e fears which he had entertained on 
his former visit. Captain Vancouver made him some 
presents suitable to his rank, and condition, after 
which, wJth the chiefs who were on. board, he reluc- 
tantly took leave, desiring they would remain in the 
neighbourhood two or three days, that, they might 
receive such articles of refreshment as could be ob- 
tained. ; . * -» 

" I was engaged on shore mdst of next day, in re* 
gulating a most comfortable establishment that I had 
procurai from the chiefs, . for two female passengers; 
the onenanied Raheina, the other Tyraarow, whoni we 
had met with at Nootka, iu^Oct. 1792> and had brought 
from thence, to restore them to this their native coon- 
try ; ivhence they had been forcibly taken, and had en* 
duredan uncomfortableLabsence of upwards of a year. 
This office of hnmanity, to which their behaviour and 
amiable disposition so justly intitled them, I was^ 
fortunate enojagh to accomplish to their satisfaction ; 
and 1 had the pleasure of finding that they both ac- 
knowlec^ed this, and the civil and attentive tceat- 
nient they had each received from every person on 
board the Discovery and Chatham, with expressione 
of gratitude, and the most affectionate regard. 

'• AmoEigst the various reports industriously cir- 
culated at Nootka by the citizens of^th^ United Statw 
«f America, to the pirejudjce and dishc^our of the 
z 2 
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Sritish subjects trading on the coast of North West 
America it had been positively a^serted^ that some 
of the latter had brought the natives of the Sandwich 
Islands from thence to the coast of America, and had 
tnere sold them to the natives of those shores for 
^ fiirs. These two young women were particularly in- 
stanced, as having been so brought and disposed of 
hf Mr. Baker, commanding the Jenay, of Bristol ; 
and the story was told with such plausibility, that I 
believe it had acquired some degree of credit with 
SeignQr Quadra, and most of the Spanish olticerswho 
Beard it. The arrival of the Jenny, however, in the 
port of Nootka, gave a flat contnidiction to these 
scandalous reports, and proved them to be equally 
malicious and untrue > as the two girls were found 
still remaining on board the Jenny, without having 
entertained any idea that they were intended to have 
been sold i nor did they mention having received any 
ill usage from Mr. Baker, but on the oootrary, that 
fhey had been treated with every kindness and at- 
^ntion whilst under his pix)tection» 
. ^* The names of these unfortunate^^Dmales we first 
vn^emtood were Taheeo{>iah and T'ymarow^ both 
of the island of Onehow. The former, about fifteen 
years of age, was there of some consequence ^ the 
ktter, about four or five yeais older, was related to 
the former, but was not of equal rftnk in the island. 

'* Taheeopiah^ for some reason I never could un- 
derstand, altered her name to that of Raheina, a short 
time after she came on board, and continued to be 
SO called. 

" After leaving Nootka, our visit to the Spanish 
settlements, especially during the first part of our re- 
fiidence there, afforded them some reconipeiiise for 
the long and tedious voyage they had been compelled 
to undertak;^ from their native country. 

*' The sight of horses, cattle, and other animals, 
with a variety of objects to which they were entire 
tttangea, produced in them .the highest eatertaiiw 



irient; and without th^ least hesitation 6t alarm, the/ 
were placed on horseback on their first landing, and,^ 
with a mart to lead the animal,' they rode without, 
fear, and wefe' by that means enabled, to partake of 
all the civilities and diversions which bur Spanish' 
friends so obligingly offered and provkls^'d. 6 a aff 
these otciisions they were treated \ylth the greatest' 
kindness and attention by the ladies and gentleaien j* 
at which they wdre not less delighted, than they Wrej 




own. , . ., • ., . • 

" Th'e^y seeiiei miich pleased with th6 European! 
fashions^ and in',t?'6Tiformrng ^to'lhjs n^^^^systein.ofl . 
manners, they' cMrdijcretJ' themselves jin cpinpaW' 
with a" degt-^li' j&T f rdprletj'^bb^ond ' alf ^ Apecta^^^ 
Thqir Ea rofj'ea nfi re^s ' contnbLl ted' 'pn'6si proi^a):;t)y to 
this eifecU;' /aU^^ yvo^uced, j^^rtlciiiarly'lil Raheina,'^^ 
degree of person'a)^ deliSc^^that .was donSpicuons off - 
many dalpion^. Tliis dress' was a riding habit, a'^ 
being bSt^ciaTcniated' for 'their situation, and indeed* 
the best in otir powef to procure. It^ skirt, or loWefc. 
part, .was soon found to be' ihtenAed a§ much for" 
conceaknent, as for warmth.j and in the course of\a^ 
very short'tlme, she becaAie so' perfectly familiar to 
its use in this respect, thai 'i A going up and down the^ 
ladders that coiiiiriunicate'witK "the mfi-er<:;nt'j)arts'ot 
the shij), she would take as much cai'e not to Expose") 
her andes*, as if Slie had been ^da'c^t^'4 ^Y the niost^ 
rigid governess ; and as this w"as particularly bb.sei>^'-' 
able in the concfuct 'of'Raheftia,; it is jirob:^b!e her, 
you til rendered her more susiceptible of tj*esh notions^ « 
and of receiving new ideas and impressions from tha 
surrounding objects, than the nior6 rnatured age of* 
her friend Tymarow. f' ' ^ 

^ Ooehow being the place of their birth and 
f6rmer residence, I ITad promised to set them on 
aliore on that island 3 but on otit arnval at Ov^'h)4iee,' 
z3 



aSS- CAPTAIlf V^NCatJVEH'S VOYAGR' 

X hsA upderstood that the inhabitants of Onehow 
had alrtiost entirely abandoned it, in co^scquKijce of 
the excessive drought that had jjrevailjsd during the 
last summer j which had nearly caused, the total des- 
truction of all its vegetable productions. . Finding on 
iby arrival at Attowai this information to have been 
VelJ' grounded, I came tp a deterrainatiqa. to leave' 
pur feinaje friends at this island- 

'^ B.eing well aware that the mode of living they 
had .lately been constrained to adopt, and that thwir 
having eaten at mine and other tables i^ the com- 
pany of men, was an offence of so Ji^inous a natur* 
against their laws as to' subject them bt)th to the pu- 
nishment of death, I took mijch.gaiijis to poipt out to 
Titeeree and Taio, as well as Ene9:i9, ,, their innocence 
ip'this respect i arid obt;3ine4 from them tlie strongest 
assurances, th^t they i^bQulcl not be Uable to the least 
injury on that account, but that on thetir landing they 
Rbould1>e jip mediately taken care of and protected ; 
Ijnd that wHatever articles we might, think proper to 
^ive them, should be securecj to them, ancf po one 
should be permitted to wrest or extort aay tbiiig from 
tljeni. These assurance^ being given not; only by 

Snemp; but by the rest of the chiefs then preijent, Jf 
^lougfit by th^ purchase of a house and a s id all por- 
tion of land, to add. ^o their future respectability and 
comfort. TCs Enemp v^;duld . not permit me to do; 
hut instantly directed Oe^shew to allot to each of 
them an estate in -his. newly acqjulrpd diitrict of Why i 
ipea; to which Oeashejiv >yith jmuci^ .apparent plea- 
sure consented . * 
. " Thi? better to nja^e sure, of this donation, and 
to secure the permanent pps^essipp, of it to these 
young wom^n, I de;ilrod thajt th«' housed' and land 
niijht be givep to m^^^ that ' the property should be 
considered as vested in me, and that no person what- 
ever should have a^ jy right -ip it, but' by. my pern>is- 
aion; and that I, would »iJlow. Raheina aiidTymai;ow 
tqlive pj)o^ tlieestate^. - . . • ■ 
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" Matters having been in this manner ananged, 
Oeashew had gone on shore in the morning to fix 
upon the lands that were to be thus disposed of; and 
about three in tlie afternoon he returned, saying that 
he had fixed upon two very eligible situatioos adjoin- . 
ing to each other, vfhich if i approved, should be 
mincj if not, I was at liberty to make chbjce, gf any 
other part of the district 1 might think more proper^ 
Jn consequence of this offer, I attended bin? on shore, 
accompanied by ^ome of the officers and our two fe- 
males, who had received such ap assortment of ar^- 
tides from us, as were deemed suificient tb.ipakje 
them respectable, without exciting the envy, of the 
chiefs or their neigbbuursi ' ^ ,; , . 

• " We fpjund the situation proposed by Oeaahew'tQ 
be a very large portion of a fertile valJey,/cQmmen- 
cing at the sea beach, and | extendi i>g aloqg.tlie.bauka 
of the river to a certain established land/n ark, in- 
cluding a very considt?rable extent of the inland moun- 
tainous counjiy. The contiguity of these-estates to 
the commerce of all the Lurbpeans. who visit this 
island, and the territory which it cpmpreh)3uded, 
was \i\ value so far above our most sanguine ejtpcc- 
t'ations, th:jt 1 was' led to suspect the sinqerity ot the 
intended donatiori. But .to this we becain^ recon- 
ciled, from the protestaVioris.of the chief himself, as 
also from the uniyersaf declaration of many of the 
natives who had accompanied us, and who Asserted 
that Oeashew really intended thus tp disposie of the 
land in question ; to v^ hich he added the most so- 
lerxjq assurances, that he would prptfect them in tl^e 
possessi()n of it j together with their canoes, and all 
the articles they' had brought with them from tl^e 
sh*4{ J whicli (Jeclaratioiis seemed -perfectly to satii»fy, 
the ypun^ \yonien', that they \yould be ^ixl into pos-^ 
feesslcjji ot these estate^s j auf}, t^at ' their •pepsous aJCKJt 
property would be protccte^accordi^ig to thi? assur- 
ances we h.id now received. ' 

" A lung established li.tje pf divi^ioD^, foxil^ied. by. 
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trees and a common road, separated the two estates. 
The lower one nearest the sea, which was the most 
extensive, was allotted toRaheina, the other to Ty-» 
inarow : each of which they respectively took pos- 
session of, and in tl^e warmest and most grateful 
terms acknowledged the obligations they were under, 
for this kst mark of our attention to their future hap- 
piness J and for the friendship and kindness (hey ha<f 
experienced during their residence amongst us. They 
attended us to the beach, where they took an affec- 
tionate leave, and we embarked for the ship, leaviijg 
them to meditate on their new situation,', and the va- 
Hons tufns of fortune that had conspire^ to place 
them in such comfortable circumstances/*" 

* Having settled this matter so satisfactorily, they 
bade adieu to the Sandwich. islands and made the bcht 
of their' way' for Nootka, the passage to vi'hich, and 
survey of th6 coast would afford little interest to our 
readers; *The Discovery arrived at Nootka the 20th 
bf May, M . Puget had arrived with the Chatham the 
15th of April, Jnd departed tlience the ISthof May, 
according to his instructions to proceed in the survey 
of the coast. Mr. Puget' s journal, a letter, and other 
papers were left at Nooika for Captain Vancouver, 
who also tliere received letterjs from the Viceroy of 
New Spain, containing the most flattering assurances 
of every support and assistance that kingdom was ca- 
pable of aflbrding. While the necessary repairs were 
making in and about the Discovery, Captain Van- 
couver sent out two bodt excursions to prosecute the 
examination of the brokeiV regions ^efore them ; but 
this like the other nautital investigations and remarks^ 
is not within the plan of the present work, the few 
circumstanced after detailed, were the only ones that 
occurred respecting the natives at all interesting. 
These were found to be ot a different construction 
fVom any they had before seen 5 they were erected on 
a platform, similar to that seen in my late excursion, 
and mentioned as being raised and supported near 
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thirty feet from the ground by perpendicular spars of 
, a very large size; the whole occupying a space of 
about thirty-five yards by fifteen, was covered in 
by a roof of boards lying nearly horizontal, and pa- 
rallel to the platform j it seemed ,to be divided into 
three different houses, or rather apartnieni^, each 
having a separate access, formed by a long tree in an 
inclined position from the platform to the ground, 
with notches cut in it by way of stepsyabout a foot an4- 
a half asunder. Up one of these ladders Mr. Jghn- 
• stone, with oiie of his party only, was suffered to as- 
' cend, and by removing a broad board, placed as a 
kind of door on the platform where the ladder rested, 
they entered on a small area be(fore the door of the 
house, or apartment to which the ladder belonged. 
Hpre tfciey found four of the natives posted, each\ 
bearing a rude Aveapon made of iron, not unlike a 
dagger. They only permitted Mr. Johnstone to look 
about him, and seemed much averse to his eutU'ring 
the house, which he prudently did not insist tip^; 
but so fyinos he Mas able io observe within ddorsj their 
internal arrangements differed little or n^hfng from 
the domestic economy of the Indians already seen on 
the shores of North West A merica . The- number of 
inbabit^ts seen at this curious place did not exceed a 
dozen or fourteen, but amongst them were neither 
women nor children. Mr. Johnstone discovered frorti 
this that their landing had excited no small degree of 
alarm, which greatly subsided on their departure. 

On the 10th of June, they weighed anchor from 
Hestoratioxi Cave, where they lay. On the 14th, they 
were visited by a number of Indians with four chietii 
of consequence. 

" The whole parly, consisting of an hundred and 
upwards, conducted themselves with great good order. 
One or two trivial thefts werfe attempted, but these 
being tnstaptly detected, and great displeasure she'wn 
on the occasioni nothing of the sort happened afVer* 
wards. Amongst the skins brought for saie, was that 
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of the animal from whence the wool is procorfed, 
witli which the woollen garments, worp by the in- 
habitants of North West America, are made. These 
api>eared evidently too large to belong tp any animal 
of the canine race, as we had before supposed. They 
were, exclusively of the head or tail, fifty inches 
long 5 and thirty-six inches broad, exclusively of the 
legs. The wool seemed to be afforded but in a small 
proportion to the size of the skin. It is principally 
produced^ on the back and towards the shoulders, 
where a kind of crest is formed by long bristly hairs, ^ 
that protrude themselves through the wool, and the 
samesort of hair forms an outer covering to the whole 
animal, and entirely hides the wool, which is short, 
and of a very fine quality. All the skins of this de- 
scription that were brought to us were entirely white, 
or rather of a cream colour $ the pelt was thick, and 
appeared of a strong texture, but the skins were too 
niu^ mutilated to discover the kind of animal to 
T|bi(|b they had belonged. 

*' In the afternoon we bad the honour of a female 
Iparty on board. Those of the women who appeared 
of the most consequence had adopted a very singular 
mode of adorning tbeir persons. And althoi^fa some 
aort of distortion or mutilation was a prevailing fashion 
, with the generality of the Indian tribes. we had seen, 
yet the. peculiarity of that we now beheld, was of all 
others <he most particular, and the effect of its ap- 
pearance the most extraordinary. A horizontal in- 
cision is made, about three tenths of an inch below 
the upper part of the under lip, extending from one 
corner of the mouth to the other entirely through the 
fiesh; this orifice is then by degrees stretched Suffi- 
ciently to a[drait an ornament made of wood, which 
is confined close to the gums of the lower jaws, and 
whose external surface projects horizontally. 

" These wooden ornaments are oval, ai^ resemble 
a small .oval platter or dfsh made concave on both 
sides; they are af variotis sizes, but the smallest I 
was able to procure was about two inches and a half j 
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the largest was^three inches and four tenths in length, 
and an inch and a half broad j^ the others decreased 
in breadth in proportion to their length. They are 
about four tenths of an, inch in thickness, and have 
a groove along the middle of the outside edge, for 
the purpose of re<3eivihg the divided lip. These hi- 
deous appendages are made of fir, and neatly polish- 
ed, but present a most unnatural appearance, and are 
a species af .deformity, and an instance^ of human 
absurdity, that would scarcely be credited witliout 
ocular proof. 

*' The chiefs generally approached us with the ce- 
remony of first rowing rpund thes^essels, and depart- 
ed in the same manner, singing a song that was by 
no means unplcasiug 5 this was sometimes continueiT 
until they had retired a considerable distance. They 
seemed a happy cheertuji people, and to live in the 
strictest harmony and gpod fellowship with each 
other. They were well versed in commerce 5 of this 
we had manifest proof in their disposal of the skins 
of the sea otter, and other animals j about one bun. 
dred and eighty of the former 1 believe were pur- 
chased by dlfifereut persons on board, in the course 
of their several visits. 

One of the crew was in a station in this- neigh- 
bourhood (which Captain Vancouver called Poison 
Ck)ve, and its entrance Muscle Channel) poisoned and 
died by eating deleterious muscles. Several others wfro 
were. affected were relieved by drinking hot water 5 
iifcerwards, when taken on board, an emetic followed 
successively by anodynes, cathartics^ and diapho* 
relics. 

In the course of continuing the examination of th^ 
coast, they met witli some Indians of very different 
i)ebaviour from those they had hitherto seen. 

*' As we advanced, we were joined by a party of 
£fteen natives in :two canoes. * A smoke had before 
))ieen observed amongst the trees on the eastern shore, 
t^ut we th^a saw' no .appeaxanae of ao^ b^itatiop^t 
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T^se people approached us without much besitaiioti, 
and in their countenances was expressed a degree of 
savage ferocity infinitely surpassing any thing of the 
sort I had before observed in the various tribes that 
bad faLen under .my notice. Many of those we had 
before seen had their faces painted in rarious modes ; 
but these. had contrived so to dispose of the red^ 
white/ and black, as, to render the natural nglincss 
o^ their countenances more horribly hideous. This 
frightful appearance did not seem to be a new fashion 
among them, but to have been long adopted by their 
naturally ferocious dispositions, and was correspond- 
ent to the stem arkl savage deportment they took $a 
much pains to exhibit. I offered them such pre&ents 
as we. had been accustomed to make on similar oc* 
ca&ions, but they were rejected by some with disdain, 
whilst the few who deigned to accept any thing, re* 
ceived our gifts with a stem and cool indifference. 
Amdnjgst the party was a. woman who was addi- 
tionally disfigured by one of those extraordinary lip 
ornaments; this did not a little augment hef froward, 
shrewish aspect. I offered iier a looking glass, with 
some trinkets, but, at the instance of the most savage 
fellow of the party, she contemptuousiy rejected them, 
'lliis Indian then arranged his spears, abont six or 
eight in number, and placed them with tlieir points 
just over the bow of the ctooe, near where be sat ; 
he also laid near him bts bow with some arrows ^ 
then put on his war garment, and drew bis da|^r. 
Some in the other canoe made similar preparations, 
either to menace an attack, or, what seemed to us 
more likely, to convince us they were upon their 
goard against msf vioksnce we might be iuclined to 
differ thcsra. 

^' At this time we went coriisiiierebly a«head of the 
other boat j and as v it was. necessary that we should 
shortly land on the point irom whence the continent 
takes its N. N. £. direction, iat Uie porptise o£ taking 
angles. M waked ioc thelmwoh tvcome iip> andt 
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daring this interval, we used our endeavours to gain 
the confidence; and^ if possible, to conciliate the good 
opinion of our visitors. But all was <o no effect ^ 
they refused to accept any more presents, whilst 
those who had condescended to receive any, made 
signs that we should go to their place of abode, which 
we had by this time passed) and frequently made 
use of the words " Winnee watter,** signily ing to 
stop and trade^ producing at the same time some very 
indifierent sea otter skins. liecollecting the avidity 
with which all t^ie inhabitants of these parts enter 
into commercial intercoursej I thought their uncour-> 
teous behaviour might have arisen from our back-» 
wardness in following the same pursuit 3 and hoped> 
by offerii:^ to trade with them, we should be able to 
obtain their friendship. But neither cloth, iron, cop<» 
per, nor any thing we had, was in their opinions suf- 
ficient in quantity, or equal in quality, to the value 
of their skins 5 which were, without exception, the 
worst I had yet seen on the coast. On the launch 
coming up, we pulled towards the shore; they now 
seemed better pleased, and on landing they offered 
their akin^ again for sale, but it was not within our 
reach to purchase them. Whilst we remained to* 
getber on shore, their behaviour was more civil, and 
we seemed to part on much better terms than we had 
met. They remained at the point, and we proceeded 
up the aroi. Their absence, however, was not of 
long duration^ as they shortly ^^llowed us, waving 
their skins, and exposing them for sale j and it was 
aiot a little extraordinary, that th^ should now ex- 
change their . skins, and other articles of trafEc, tot' 
the very identi<;al commodities which they had be-* 
fore rejeetad with s^ muqh contempt. ^ 

'^ I did not observe that these people diifered from 
the generality of the North West Atnericans, ot^er-* 
wise than ip the ferocity of their countenances. 
Their weapons seeooed well adapted to their condi- 
tion $ their speafs^ about sixteen fbet long, wero 
rot. %U, A A 
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pointed with iron, wrought in several simple forms, 
amongst which some were barbed. Their bows were 
well constructt'd, and their arrows, with which they 
were plentifully supplied, appeared but rude, and 
were pointed with bone or iron. Each man was pro- 
vided with an iron dagger, suspended from his neck 
in a leather sheath, seemingly intended to be used 
when in close action. Their war garments were 
formed of two, three, or more folds, of the strongest 
hides of the land animals they are able to procure. 
In the centre wa^ a hole sufficient to admit the head 
and left arm to pass through j the mode of wearing 
them being over the right shoulder, and under the 
left arnii The left side of the garment is sewed up, 
but the right side remains open ; the body is how- 
ever tolerably well protected, and both arms are left 
at liberty for action. As a further security on the 
part which covers the breast, they sometimes fix on 
the inside thin laths of wood; the whole is seemingly 
well contrived, and I doubt not answers the essen- 
tial purpose of protection against their native wea- 
pons/* 

A more unpleasant rencontre soon after occurred 
" Some of the natives were observed in their canoes 
near the shore ; four of these canoes appearing to be 
large and well manned, went towards the launch, 
then some distance asteniofusj and by their sing- 
ing, which we heard, appeared to be very peaceably 
inclined. We were also visited by a small canoe 
containing only two of -the natives, who approached 
us without hesitation, and with the greatest good 
humour accepted sucb trifling presents as were offer- 
ed to them, and made known our friendly behaviour 
to some of their associates wh^y^were still on the 
«hDre. Thesej apparently at th<S*mstance of the other 
two, came off in two small (*noes, that just readied 
us as we were putting on shore for the purpose of 
taking tlie requisite angles. Their behaviour w.is 
ami aqd i»o#easive, and they seemed eqiijlly well 



Hound the world. 267 

satisfied with', the presients tliat were distributed 
ainpngst them. They oiFered their skins and ptheir 
comiiiodities ta barJer, which were accordingly ex-. 
changed ? and thus, without the least apprehension 
oirour parts of any evil design in these people, who 
like most of the natives we had lately seen were 
well arraed, I landed, leaving Mr. Puget in the yawl, 
using his endeavours to entertain our new visitors. 
In a little, tfrae they became extremely clamorous^ 
and were hallooing to the Igrge canoes that were /. 
Bear the launch. On my return into the boat, Mr. 
Puget itiformed me that the natives had betrayed a 
very thievish disposition, , and tliat he had great reason 
to suspect they were inclined to be turbulent. I i.m- 
medjately ordered the boat from off' the shore, hop- 
ing by ihat means to get quit of them, but in this . 
attempt they wese excessively troublesome 3 the 
number of their canoes was by this time four or five^ 
in these they laid fast hold by the boat's quarters, 
calling rOUt ** Winnee watter*'; though at our soli- 
citations they freqiiently quitted their hold, but which 
they almost instantly again resumed^ we had how- 
ever put off from the rocks, and had partly got the 
use of our oars, without being obliged to resort to 
any hostile measures, when the largest of the canoes, 
under the steerage of an old woman, with a remark- 
ably large lip ornament, laid us on board across the 
bow ; this vixen instantly snatched up the lead line 
that was lying there, and lashed her canoe with it to 
the boat^ whilst a young map, appearing to be the 
chief of the party, seated himself in the. bow of the 
yawl, and piit on a mask resembling a wolf *s face, 
compounded with tlie human countenance. About 
this time the Indian who had first visited us, watch- 
ing his opportunity, stole a musket out; of tlie boat. 
Our situation was now become very critical and 
alarming > we had dis,cove?ed too late the treacherous 
designs of jLhese peopfe, and to add to r our embarrass- 
ment^ the launch ;was yet too far distant to afford u* 
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any immediate succour. The only chauce we had 
for our preservation, was, if possible, to ward off the 
blow by a kind of parley, until our friends might 
come up, who were hastening with their utmost ex- 
ertions to our assistance. With these ideas, I went 
forward with a musket in my hand in order to speak 
to the chief 5 on which the surrounding Indians, 
about Mty in number, seized their daggers, bran- 
dished their spears, and pointed them towards us in 
all directions. I wa$ not yet without hopes of effect- 
ing an amicable separation, without being under the 
necessity of resorting to extremities. The chief in- 
stantly quitted the boat at my request, and gave me 
to understand by signs, that if I would lay down my 
musket, brs people would lay down their arms; on 
my disposing of my gun, the conditions were com- 
plied with on all sides, andtranquillity appeared likely 
to be restored 5 nor do I believe that any thing fur- 
ther would have happened, had they not been in- 
stigated by the vociferous efforts of their female con- 
ductress; who seemed to put forth all the powers of 
her turbulent tongue to excite, or rather to compel 
the men,, to act with hostility toward* us. Her lan- 
guage appeared to h*re the roost effect upon those 
who were towards the stem of our boa*, and who 
were likewise greatly encouraged by a very ferocious 
looking old man in a middling sized canoe. This old 
fellow, af5sJsted by hi^ compantons, seized hold of 
our oars on the starboard side, and prevented their 
being used. Observing this, and that the spears were 
srgain brandishing in that quarter, I again made sigtis 
for peace, and \^ent knmediately aft 5 where I found 
Mr. Piiget using his utmost endeavours to accomplish 
the same desirable object, which seemed once raoie 
likely to take place by their laying down their arms 
a second time. 

**This posture o€ Bff^m continued ho^aever but 
for a few moments. I had scarcely turned round, 
before! saw the spears, in the canoe which coataineJ 



ih^ cBfef and the old woman, all in motion ; but ott 
my stejyping forward they were again dropped. 
Whilst I was thus engaged, the Indians near thef 
stem of the boat became very i:roublesome 3 and) as 
I was passing back along the boat,' a general cohi- 
motion seemed to have taken place 5 some spea}*s were 
thrust, one or two of which passed very h6ar me,' 
and the Pndians in all directions, began to seize all 
the moveables in our boat that they could possibly 
reach, and t6 commit other acts ofvioletic^. GUI' 
destruction now seemed almost inevitable; as I could 
hardly flattet myself, that the fbroe w^ had to' oppose 
against the number that suri'oUnded us, and, as it 
^vere, lield- us so cdhipletely within their po^Jt^er,' 
wonW have been sufficientto make them retire;- ■ 

"By this time, however, which \yds abAut^'tViy 
minutes from my return to the boat, the' launch' had 
arrived within pistol-shot j 'and being no\V thoroughly 
satisfied ■ that our forbearance had given"\hen3 coii-^ 
fidence, an'4 that our desire for peace had' rather sti- 
mulated thean to acts of temerity than dissuaded thent 
from their hostile intentions -, and seeing 'i^o hlttir- 
»ative left for our preservation against nunlbei^s's'a 
supeiior, but by making use of the coercive 'mgari^U'e 
had in our power, I gave directions 10 fire ; 'thii in- 
stantly taking eftect from both boats; Was, to my 
great astonishment, attended with the desired effect, 
and "we had the happiness of finding ourselves im- 
mediately relieved from a situation of the most im- 
minent danger. 

/' Those in the small canoes jumped into the sea,' 
whilst those in the large ones, by getting all on one 
side, raised the opposite sides of their canoes, so that^ 
they were protected from the ^ire of the yawl, though 
they were in some measure exposed to that of the* 
launch ; and in this manner they scrambled sideways 
to the shore. ' '' 

" The only arms they had left us iti the yawl/ 
besides those in the arm chest, were a blunderbuss. 
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a mxufLet, a fowlix]g;-piece loaded with smaU tbo^r smd 
abrsfce of pocket pUtols.; the rest of the asms that 
iiad u&uajly been kept ait hand, consistipg of three 
^skets and a fawlUag^lece^ having beefa stotleit^ in 
the affray, together with two cartridge-boxes, 8om« 
books, and otler articlea of little value. . The arm 
chest, however, afibrded a. sufficient suppljf far oar 
future defence, and were immediately gxM( iareadi- 
ness for our protection ; whilst the chastisement I 
intended, to bestow on thesq treachei^oo^ people, by 
destrojing their, capoes, should be carried into execu- 
tion* But, as we were pulling towards the shore for 
this purpose, I understood that two of our boat*s 
crew were very badly wounded,^ whict circumstance 
had escaped my notice, by , their haying continued to 
exert themselves iu their respective stations 3 and 
this very unpleasant intelligence immediately induced 
me tp ded^ine the ]|!>uiiishment I had meditated to inr 
fiict for the unprovoked aggression of the natives. 

" Tlie Indians,, on reaching the shone, ascended 
^he high rocky diifs of which it is composed, from 
whence they endeavoured, to annoy thope in the 
launch W stones, some of which fell into her at the 
distance of thirty or. forty yards from the shores and 
from whence also they fired a musket. The arms 
they had stolen from, our, boat were all loa4ed 5 be* 
side these,, they had iir^ arms of their own, but I had 
reason to believe they were not charged at thei time 
of their attack upon us, as one of the nwst savage- 
looking felloWs amongst them, just a&I gave, orders 
to fire, snapped his^ pi^c^. at m&; but ijt missed 6re, 
and he immediately, laid it down,, and; took up big 
spear with all i^agiuable composure. 

" The launch was now ordered to jqiOrUs, and an 
eqiial diiitribution of the remaining arras and am- 
ipunition w^, made in both boats. Being now fully, 
prepared to repel any further attack, we rented on our 
oi^rs, about, a^quaner of a, mile from the precipice the 
ludiaus had ^\xuidp UQtil. Mr« Meu2^es.had dress^ 
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the tuv> wcanded men > that he considered neither of 
thetn likely to be attended with« any present danger, 
i>or with consequences that Would be inconvenient 
hereafter. 

'• From Lieutenant S'waine and Mr. Mcnzios I 
kamed, that when these smdacions people iirst ap- 
in-oacbed them in the launch, they behaved with the 
greatest friendliness and good humour, offering their 
»kins for sale, two of which were thrown into the 
launch 5 and in return they accepted any thing that 
was given them with apparent satisfaction, in con- 
sequence of the friendly intercourse that had taken 
place, and the avidity of the Indians in their com- 
noercial pursuits,, they pressed on the boat to take 
hold of heV, but on this being objected to, and the 
canoes obliged to keep, at a respectable distance, som<i 
Jrttle discontent was observed to shew itself amongst 
' tbera. This was attributed to their great eagerness 
for trading, until thecanos, coiKlucted by the old 
Tirago, who was the only Ifemale of the party, iimi- 
iijg the launch would not comply with their solicita- 
tfens to stop and trade, paddled across tiic bow of 
the boat with the intention of stepping her progress. 
On this occasion a musket was presented, with me- 
naces that had the desired efiect of making her drop"' 
a-stern^ much .against the wUl of the oM shrew, 
whose designs were evidently not of the most fricucUy. . 
nature. 

"It was now deemed expedient to he^ vigilantly 
upon their guard, to have all their arms at hand, and 
to charge such as were unloaded; which was done 
in the most private w,iy, Ifest any alarm should be 
given to the Indians, who were kept by signs at a 
proj^er distance, and only one canoe at a tiniie allow-' 
ed to come near enough to receive the presents that 
were offered; these were accepted with great civility, 
and the general tenor of their conduct betokened a 
friendly disposition. In 'this humour, to alt appear- 
ance,* they paddled hastily towards the yawl, seem- 
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ingly in consequence of the invitation of their com- 
rades, who were by this time assembled about our 
boat. Notwithstanding' they were observed b^,the 
gentlemen in the launch to use unconimop' exertlqiis 
for the purpose of reaching the yawl, yet their efforts 
were at first attributed to diversion, oreagtatiess to 
arrive at a better market ; until they observed tbeir 
spears to be in motion, when they Ipst no time lu 
comrtig to our relief. 

* '* It was dvidetit that these natives had been ac- 
quaitited with civilized commercial people, by the 
muskets, and other: European commodities in their 
possession ; and when we considered the particular 
behaviour of the first man who visFted ,us, we bad 
reaijon to suspect that they had been ill-created in 
their traffic with wiute nxeh. Thi?; Indian, by means 
of signs and words,' too. expressive to be uustaken, 
gave us clearly to understand, that they had reasoa io 
complain of one or more' muskets that they had pur- 
chased, which burst into pieces on being ^red : a 
fraud which I know liad been practised too frequently, 
not only on this coast, but at the S2\ndwich, a»d other 
islands in the^ Pacific Ocean. These Refects have not * 
arisen from ignorance or mismanagement on the part 
of the Indians, but' from the baseness of the metai, 
and imperfect workmanship of the fire-arms. Of 
this dishonesty the chiefs of the Sandwich islands 
most loudly complain j and with great justice coo- 
tend, that the produce of tiieir country, being bar- 
tered for such articles, of the very best quality, what- 
, ever was received by them in exchange^ ought to 
have been so likewise. 

'* And 1 am extremely concerned to be compelled 
to state here, that many of th^ traders from the ci- 
vilized world havis not only pursued a line of conduct, 
diametrically opposite to the true principles of justice 
in their commercial dealings, but have fon^nted 
di&cords, and stirred up contentions, between ^ the 
differeiit tribes, in order to increase the deinand for 
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these ^^trucfive engines. They hare been likewise 
ea^er to iix.5truct the natives m the use of European 
arms of all descrrptions 5 and have shewn, by their own 
example^ that they consider gJlin as the only object of 
porftuit 5 and whether this be acquired by fair and 
hononrable means^ or otherwise, so long as the ad- 
vantage n secured, the manner how k is obtained 
seems to have beet>, with too inany of them^ but a 
very secondary consideration. 

•' Under a conviction that repeated ^ts of such in- 
justice had taken place, it was not unreasonable to 
suppose, that these people, who bad experienced the 
like fratids, sbotild be of opinion that our muskets, ' 
and the other arm» that We earned for our protection, 
werei^d soperiof ijoaliiy to those they had procured 
ironi the traders. This, indeed, was proved by their 
prairiog oaUB/ and coihnparing them with those m 
their pcssesMon $ and they ndigbt possibly frotn thence 
have been tempted to trespass on the laws ofho- 
xesty, in order to acquire, by force, those really va- 
loable coikitnodiltes, which^ by fair commercild deal- 
ings OD their part, they could odly* procure in a delec- 
five ttate^ It may ako not be impossible, tliat they re- 
conciled junongst themselves any acts of violence, 
whicb should becomes nec^sarry, in order to the at- 
tainnoept of them, as not bemg less offensive td jus- 
tice, than the imposition? that had been practised 
upon them by a people who, frorrt every appearance, 
they might niat>i»-i41y- concl-ude were of the carafe 
cfHUitfry and connections with- ns ^ and that they 
might thtts constdeD themselves jusii^d in usingeveiy 
artifice <;>f retaliation, to effect tlieir purjjosc.*' 

A'party of 25 natives, conducted by two chiefs, vi- 
Hted the ships at anchor off that part of the const, and 
wwre very sociable. One of the chiefs, who had a 
rery open, cbeprftil countenance, and was the finest 
figure, and the stoutest Indian Captain Vancouver 
bad seen on the coast. The greatest treat which 
could be giv,en thena^ wa» bread and molasses, which 
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they admired very much ; bat were jilso veiy anVioai 
to recommend their whale oil, as even a still greater 
delicacy than molasses. . • 

*' In the afternooii> as these new iriends of ours 
were visiting the Chatham, they were suddenly sur- 
prized, by I he arrival of a large canoe full of men, 
singing ^ song, ai)d keeping time by the regularity of 
their paddling. Their course, directed towards the 
'Discovery, seemed not to correspond with the wishes 
of the former party, w1k> Unmediately quipped them- 
selves in their war garments, and thqir spears, which 
had lain in the bottom of their canoes^ were now got 
to hand,^and couchM in a% inclined position, with 
their poiiits towards the new comers, Thus pre- 
pared, they advanced islpwly to meet tliem, makii^ 
most violent and passionate speeches, which were 
answered 4n a similar tone of voice, by spoae pei^soos 
who stood up in tbe large canoe. They contiiuied to 
paddle with much regularity towards each other; 
yet those who had ^w entered the hartKj^r, did not 
appear t<) b^ so hostilely inclined, as those who had 
already ocaipied the. port ; as the lanqefi of the for- 
mer^ . though in readmess for action^ were not dis-> 
posed i|i a way so menacing. On )^ nearer appiioQch, 
they rested on their paddles, and enteaed intQa|»rky j 
and w^ could then observe, that all tliose wbo stood 
up iQ the large canoe, were armed with pi^ols/cji- blun- 
derbus^s, very bright, and in good order. Their 
conversation seeming to hiaye ended in^ pacific .way, 
the opposing party returned with their ^ew comers, 
who, on pasi^ing by the Chatham^ laid down their 
arms i but just as they ^aipe alongside theDiscovery, 
one of the chiefs wjio had been on bo^rd., drew, with 
tpuch haste, from within the brea&t of his war gar- 
ment, a large iron dagger, and appeared to be ex- 
tremely iiTitated, by something that had, been said by 
tliose in the lai^ge caijoe, who again, witli.gi^eat cool- 
ness, took up their pistols and bluoderbusses j btttonp. 
a? explanation appearing tp.be made, their arms wer© , 
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again retaroed to their proper places ; their pistols 
and ammunition were carefully wrapped up, and a 
perfect reconciliation seeiiied to have taken place on 
both sides. 

** The chief of the large canoe requested pernais-* 
»ion to be admitted into the ship, which being as« 
^sented to, he canae on board, accompanied by a man, 
who, thoQgh not assuming the character of a chief, 
appeared to be a person of no small consequence, as 
the chief seemed to appeal to him on all occasions^ 
and his countenance bespoke much penetration. 

" After a. few words and signs had passed in as-- 
surance of peace, and of a good understanding be-> 
tween us, this minister, fbr in that capacity this man 
seemed to act, gave\us to understand, that the chief 
who now visited us, was the great Ononnistoy, who 
accepted. With great cheerfulness, sdch presents as I 
considered it proper to make on this occasion. These 
teemed to a^ord him much satisfaction, and to gain 
the approbation and applause of all his paHy. 

" Early the next morning, Sunday, September the 
Ist, Ononnistoy, with his friends, joined the party on 
shore, where they were very busily employed in 
adorning their persons ; which being accomplished 
by breakfest time, he, attended by all the other chiefe, 
came off in his large canoe, and, according to their 
custom, sang while they paddled round the vessels. 
This ceremony being ended ,> they came alongside the 
Discovery, and exhibited a kind of entertainment that 
I had not before witnessed. It consisted of singing, 
and of a display of the n^ost-rude and extravagant 
gestures that can be imagined. - The principal parts 
were performed by the chiefs, each in succession be- 
coming the leader or hero of the song -, at the several 
pauses of which, I was presented by the exhibiting 
chief with a sea otter skin -, and the Indian spectators 
seemed to regret the performance was at fin end, 
from which they had apparently derived great amtise- 
niient, . - - - '• 
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'< There were live pbiefs belonging to the aatod- 
ated parties -, these, after they had played their pacts, 
desired to be admitted on board. Oaomibtoy gave 
us to understand, that as peaoe and good-will were 
fiow completely established, h^ wish^ that trading 
might be allowed ; thi« taking place accordingly, se- 
veral sea otter skins of a middling quantity, a giest 
number of salmon, and various trivial articles, were 
purchased. Fire-amiis and ammunition weve 2tt fint 
' demanded in exchange, but, on finding that thtst 
were positively and uniformly wich-beld, thejr verf 
i^Q beeome recondled to the rjefusai,' and entered 
into a brisk trat&c for blue cloth, files, and tin kettles* 
which ibey prefened nei^t to &re»amis, in exchange 
for their sea otter skins ; but their fish» and other 1ms 
valuable 9<lieles, wer« readily, parted with, for pew- 
ter spoons« looking gJasses, beads, and other tri^Mts. 
The party oi Indiana thus assembled, amounted to 
About s'^xty persons, who conducted thesnselv^ with 
strict hwesty, ^nd much propriety. 

" Ai^ongst these visitors, was otne whoae chanKter 
w^ coi^li not define. Thia was a young man, who 
eeenAod to difer very maleriaily^ from Ae rest in tii 
general department. He wa» dcessed in a bbie jacket 
and trowsers, and seemed to be perfectly at his ease, 
particularly with respect H> the pockets, wrhich, to 
persons unacquain(«d with tbeii' use, generally pro- 
duce eoftbai^raasment ; be was very fond of segars, 
wbigh ]f» sBiokjid ill tifae. Spanish fMhion^ .discharging 
the fumes ^oagl% Us uostrils, and ako of snutf ; 
and wa^ had gr^e^t r^s^n to beliei^^ that be had made 
£ree with « 8uaff*bQ9^ that. wa& ia the cabin, aqd 
which W4S tb« only tbifltg miseed during ths viait of 
thesQ peQpl^. Ail Qgr^diftreoe ktoda of provisioos 
^^re pert6(;tjy faiqiliar to^ this yqung man, who ate 
aAd4raak|Of ^recyvt^iog t^at was gives f hm for 
thi^ pwrpost> without tht» leaat hesitation, and with 
the) greal^ glee, and appetite, liis peison ba4no- 
ibitif of the European character in it, bat from at- 



ROUND TQB ^Ql^LP, 277 

tentively observing bis qovtn^^ancQ, we were iaclined 
to suppose liinpi 4 aa(ive of N^w ^p.ain^ wbp r^igbt 
possibly have deserted froap\ some of the Spa^iab 
vessels employed in tb? e^^fpin^itiop of tbis eoast. 
He was ipore iutelligi^^t |baj| any of tbe Indians we 
had found on ib^se shores, particularly in respect of 
the diiferent channels leading tliroqgb tbis divided 
country. His fondness fox tobacco favoreci tbe con- 
jecture of his not being a native of these shores, as he 
was the ^rst.wbo had sought after this luxury. Vnder 
the idea of his bavii^ deserted from the Spaniards* 
we interrogated him in their language, but to no d^ 
feci ; and if we were right in this conjecture, he 
conducted himself in a manner sp as to evade our 
qMestions^ and to avq^ detection } for be did not be* 
tray tbe. least knowledge of the Spani!>b tongue. 
This, bjowevei'. he might hay^ a^rtfully con(jeaJed* lest 
he shonld hgve been ^ken from hi^ present wajf of 
lite, which he nndo^btedly preferred^ as be declined 
my otFer of taki^ him^ with mot o^ l^rd th^ Disco^ 

The survey was c(«it;iAtie4 sfsd^lously till the ath 
October« yfhe^ both vessel^ retuixied to Ngotlc9« 

'' The usiial^ ceremoi^ies Qf s^at^, an^ other forr 
malitie& havi^ pfissed, acqc»mpanied by, Air. Pug^ I 
waited on Stenr. S^avadra, th^ comr^andant ol tbf 
port; who infornaed m<^ that be b?d not, received 
any intelligence, either kqm £uirQpe or ^qm New 
Spain, nince^ Qur departure from hei^qe in ibtn spring; 
and that neither tbe. Paedal^s, nor a^y qtbef ship 
with flit<^i^4 addl^essei tq 92^ had l^e^ there. Jh^ 
Daedalus I h^ aocne. ^]^p^ctati9n of meetiiig l^re, \^ 
the event of byer bftviing m^ a gp^d passage tu por-t 
Jackson, and npt having b^^n there d«tain;fd. 

" Th^ooly v^sel.l^J^^nd ft ^^^ot)£^, vi^$ tbf 
San CiirlobteidfVipfQr thj9^ winter), biut ^^pr. ^va^ 
dra gaye me.tq i^ndf^jt^n^a th^t i^ the. course ^f rb<t 
suinp^er the pQrlhgib^ep iji^iwtbjf t;pfes)|t;}v shl^ 

called u. FiAy.i«fc teffiw; . <>» =^i«f i ^ ve^. vf»tel?jS 

VOL. Xli. » 4 
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cargo of European commodities, which was carried 
to Kamschatka> there to be disposed of to the Rus- 
sians for furs, with which a cargo of tea was to have 
been purchased in China j but that their expedition 
hitherto had not answered their e&pectations. 

" Senr. Saavadra further stated, that wbiht the 
vessel remained at Nootka the Crew bad been veiy 
mutinous; and so unruly, that the commandant 
had been on the point of employing force to conj' 
pel theni to due obedience of their commander's 
orders, to which" at length they seemed to be tolera* 
bly well reconciled, and depaiUed for. China less 
disorderly inclined. Some few Amerioan vessels 
had also arrived in our absence, but in a most 
deplorable condition, totally in want of provisions, 
naval stores, and e^^eri such articles of merchandize 
as were. necessary for trading with the natives." 

Having quitted Npotka, nothing of importance 
occurred till their arHval on the 19th in port St. 
Francisco, near our former birth off tlie Presi- 
dio. 

'^ We were soon bailed from the shore, upon 
which a boat was dispatched thithefr, and immedi- 
ately returned with our civil and attentive friend 
Senr. Sal ; who, in addition to the otFers of his 
services and hospitality, gratified us by communi- 
cating the interesting intelligence of the state of 
lEurope, up to so late a date as the preceding Febru» 
ary ; which, as may be naturjilly expected, had long 
been an object of our most anxious curiosity. After 
supper Senr. Sal retired to the shore, and the nexl 
morning I received from bim two letters 5 the one 
requesting, in an official form, that I would acquaint 
him in writing of pdr arrival iti port St. Francisco^ iA 
the supplies we should wattt, and of the time I 
intended to remain in that' ' port, in order that he 
might immediately comraWnlcsate the same to the 
governor of the pfdvinte ; the other statmg that, 
tender the^supe^d* orderd'byc'wbldi alone his conduct 
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could be governed, be was obliged to make' known 
to me, that nd individual could be permitted to comaf 
oil shore, but for the pupqses qf procuring wood 
and water, excepting myself and one officer, or mid- 
shipman, who naighr pass to the. Presidio^ where I 
should be received and attended as on our former 
visit. 

" These restrictions -were of a nature 50 unex- 
pected, ungracious^ and degrading, that I could 
not but ^consider them as little short of a dismission 
from St, Francisco, and I was left in the greatest 
perplexity to account for a reception so. totally differ-, 
ent from what we had experienced on a former occa- 
sion, and so contrary to what I had been taught to 
expect, by the letters with which I had been honour- 
ed from the viceroy of New Spain, in return to my. 
letter of thanks for the great civilities that had been 
conferred upon us. 

" I was given to understand, that a captain in the 
Spanish > inrantry^ named Arill^ga> had arrived at 
Monterrey some time in the course of the preceding 
spring ; and being the senior o£[icer> had taken upon, 
himself the jurisdiction of the province^ with senti- 
ments apparently not the most favourable towards fo« 
reign visitors. . : . 

** In support of this opinion, and injustice to ou^. 
worthy friend Senr. Sal, it is necessary to remark, 
that it evidently appeared to be with thQ utmost re- 
pugnance that he was coQ)peU«d to deliver, in com-* 
pliane§ witlv the orders of his senior officer, these 
injunctions* In reply to which, I stated briefly to, 
Senr. Sal, tliat I had put into port .gt. Francisco to 
recruit our wood and water, to procure «uch refresh- 
ments as the country might afibrd, and to wait the 
arrival of our consort the Ghathaca5 with which 
vessel t.bis port bad been appointed our nextj-endez-. 
vous previous to our parting company. That as soon 
as we should iiave obtained our necessary supplies^ 
which would not occupy more than two or Jthree days. 
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we should itpArt i dnd that he roigbt be asstired the 
restrictions corttaiiied in bis other letter, res(xx:ting 
our cbmniui^tcation'with the shore, should be duly 

Qbserv*4» 

*' This pott, ho\^vfer> was the rendezvous of the 
Chatham} sind as I had not beetl denied the privilege 
of procuring some fresh beef, I determineii to re- 
jaiaitt until she shbdld UTt\tti/ This took plsice, how- 
ever, much <^4rlier than i co^ld have expected from 
the nature of Ihd seh?k?d On which slie had be6n dis- 
patched, as' wt had tb« pl^aiur^ of geeing her at St. 
Ffandlsco the next d4y, Monday the 2l8t. 

• " li^ proo«ediftg tof\tardi Monterrey we uiadd so 
little progre«», that we w^rc still at no great distance 
firom St. Francisco^ the ti*34t niOrniitg, Friday the 
35th J whet* a vessel was dcteoried to the >I. N. W. 
and on standing tdward« ber^ ^he proved to^ be the 
Daedalus. About noon> Lieutenant Hanson t^ttie on 
boatdj and Hiformed itit that he had pursued the 
route I had directed towards New 8outh Wales. 
That he hsi takert ^6tn l^ew Zeatlaiid two of the 
natives, in order tha;t they tti^f^x instruct thse inhabit- 
atits of port Jacksdu m the use and madngemem of 
the Ha^ plant. That he had arr'n^ «it Ihe settle- 
ment qn the 20th of April, I70d, and #88 in readi- 
ness t6 dtfm 6ti tbe 20th of June, bof th»t he did 
nor ree^ive otdeis frowi Major Gfosie unipil the end of 
that mofith ; urhen h& put to sea, and^ssed to the 
westwaid cff the Society: »l^«|}ds,r m sight of chef itdand 
€xf Sdlly, the g^k^liy land! se»e» between port Jackson 
and Owjiyhee, which wa» in^ sight on the 4st of Sep* 
tember; aildrthat, after prodtiffing some refreshments 
among»e tdldsie 'itliaisds, he took his depart itt^e^ on the 
dth of thfilt iKionih for Nootka, which laad was 
made; and having obtirined a supply of wood, Mrater, 
and other necessaries, Mn Hanson sailed ftom-.thence 
on the 1 3th of October, agreeably to»the direetiunsi 
bad there l^ft for his future proceedings. 

• '' Mr. Hanson brought a supply of provisions, 
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and sUeh parts of the stoics which liiad d^matidedy 
as could be procured. Froih him I learned that 
Major Grose was' very solicitous that I should again 
attempt the introduction of the cattle of this country 
into Ne«r . South Wales 5 notwithstanding, that out 
of the number I had before sent thither in the Dsrda- 
lus, one cow, three ewes, and a ram only, had sur- 
vived the. voyage. The failure of the rest had been 
attributed to dielr being too old, and it Was tlierefore 
hoped that an assortment of young ones would be 
more successful; With respect to the swine, Mr. 
Hanson's endeavours had been attended With greater 
success, as he had carried from Otaheitei and had 
landed at Port Jackson, seventy of those animals, 
wiiicli, from the excellency of the breed, must ne- 
cessarily prove a most valuable acquisition.** 

'* On the morning of Friday the first of November, 
we reached Monterrey, where we anchored with the 
D«dalus about eleven in the forenoon, and moored 
nearly in our former station. Here we found our 
consort, which, notwithstanding the disadvantages of 
the weather, had reached this place on the 30th of 
the preceding month. 

*' Whilst we were employed in securing the sliip^ 
I sent an officer to acquaint the governor of our arrival, 
and of the object of nty visit, and also with an ofFet 
on my part to salute the garrisonf if'an equal compli-*- 
ment would be returned. 

*• This being assented to, I waited on Senr. ArrlU 
laga, the commandant, and was received with the ce- 
remony usual on such occasions *, as soon as this was 
ended, I was preparing to state my reasons for having 
enterexl the ports under his government, when he 
stopped me from proceeding further, and begged that 
the subject might be referred to a written correspond^ 
ence, by which mode he conceived matters would be 
more-fully explained. 

^^ In the atternoon, on a signal being made from 
the shore for one 'of our boats^ a Spanisli officer waA 
B »3 
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brought off, who d^ivered to me two letters from 
Seor. ArriUagti. One stating^ that he wa9 without 
drders for the reception ot* Ibreigii vessels into tha 
ports under his jurisdiction,' excepting rn cases where 
the rights of> hospitality demanded h^s assi^ir'ance ^ ant^ 
requesting, that I would cQimnuoicate to him the ob- 
jects that had brought me hither, by which his future 
dftermination^ would be governed^ The other ocin- 
tasined expres^on^ desirous ot pnescfrvrng: the subsist- 
ing harmony ^ but at the aame time stated, that with- 
out departing from the spirit of the ortlera by which 
his conduct was to be regulated, he could not permit 
any persons to come on shore, excepting the com- 
mapder of foreign vessels, uirh one or two officers ; 
or the iiKiividuals employed in procuring wo(xi and 
water, whirh service was to be pertbrmed with all 
possible sjMicd; and that the rest of our wants would 
be supplied with the greatest dispatch, on my giving 
him previouK notice. 

*' The tenor of these letters being very different 
from what my conversation with Senior Arrillaga had 
given me rea5»on to expect, when 1 visited him at the 
presidio 5 1 Was reduced to the necessity of sending 
him the next day, Salurd»y tiie 2d, a full explanation 
of the objects or our voj^age, and of the motives that 
h*d induced me to enter tlie ports under his juris- 
diction. In III is I staled, that I had been intrusted 
by his Britannic Mnjesty with a voyage of discoveiy, 
aiid for the exploring «f various coHutries in the Pa- 
cific Ocean j of which tlie north-west coast of Ame- 
rica was one of the principal objects. That fMt*vious]y 
to my departure from England, I had been^ivento 
understand, not only that 1 should be hospitably re- 
ceived on this coast by ilie subjects of tlie Spanish 
crown, but that such informstfio» of the progress of 
my Toy age as I might wish' to cdmmiuiicnte to the 
court of Great Britain, would be forwarded by the 
way of St. i^lasi by the oHieers of his Ciuholic' Ma- 
jesty residiug^in these ports > and ilUfiwiw instructed 
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to riizkt a free and unreserved commnnication of all 
discoveries made in. the course of my researches, to 
any Spanish officer or officers wh<>>m I might chandb' 
to meet, engaged in similar pj^rsuits with myself f ah'd 
that 1 now purposed to transmit to Seignbr Cluadra a' 
copy of ray charts and surveys, that had' been mitdh 
since our departiire from this pbrt the preceding year. 
I'hat the voyage in which we wefe ehgdged, was fdr 
the general use and benefit of mankind, and that uri«* 
der these circumstances, we ought ra'ther to be con* 
sidered as labouring for the good of the World iri ge- 
neral, than for the advantage of any partic*ular s6Ve- 
reigii, and that the court of Spain would be nfK>te eai^ly 
informed of, and ais much bSsnefited by my l*^bourS, 
as the kingdom of Great Britain. That ifa cbilse- 
qiience of these instructions, 1 h?rd exchanged some 
charts with Senr. Quadra, and others were ready for 
hig reception. That I had not only beeti treated on' 
my former visit here with the greatest friendship, and 
unbounded hospitality j but had rfeceJved from hia 
Excellency, tlie viceroy of Mexico, the strongest as- 
surances, that these attentions had been shewn in 
compliance with the desire of his Catholic Majesty, 
and of the orders he had issued for that purpose j arid 
that I had inclosed his Fxcellency's letters for his pe- 
rusal, to certify him, that I dtd not intend any de- 
ception. That our examination and survey wbiild' 
siill require another year to complete it; and that I' 
Jiad made choice of this port, or St. Diego, for th6" 
purpose of retitting our vessels,' unlcfadtng' the store- 
ship, and making such astronomical observations a&' 
were become necessary for prosecuting our reseatchek^ 
with correctness: The maniter* in' which thes^ ser- 
vices would require to be performed on shore, I pai*- 
ticularJy painted but, md hoped that the officers ah*d 
people would be permitted the satiie recreation on' 
foot and on horseback; \^ith which they had been in^ > 
(itslged on our former visit, under such limitatioitid and 
restrictioias a& he migiit think prop^^r to prescribe. 
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'' On Monday the 4th I received from Seignot Ar- 
riJlaga a reply to my letter, in wl^ich he was pleased to 
compliment me upon my ingenuousness ; and thanked 
me for having given Lim the perusal of the viceroy's 
letters. In vindication of himself he said, that there 
was no royal order for the reception of our vessels, 
like that produced by M. de la Perouse. That he did 
not comprehend that his excellenc}' expected that we 
should repair a second time to the ports under his* ju- 
risdiction 5 and that even Seignor Quadra, before his 
departure, had given the commander of the garrison 
to understand, by a letter of which Seignor Arrillaga 
sent itie a copy, that the attentions we bad r^eived on 
the former occasion were for that time. only j and 
were not to be considered as necessary tcr be shewn 
us in future. Notwithstanding, however, all these 
objections, being desirous of contiibuting to tlie pub- 
lic undertaking in which we were engaged, he re- 
quested I would inform him of theprecise number 
of days in whWi the store-ship could be unloaded ; 
he offered tO; give me the key of the warehouse at the 
landing place, for the reception of her cargo, near 
which we might erect the observatory ; and allowed 
the gentlemen and officers to recreate themselves 
within sight of the Spanish officer, who should ht 
stationed for the protection of the cargo and observa- 
tory 3 which latter was only to be erected in the day 
time, as he could not permit any of our people to be 
6n shdre between sun-set and sun-rise 5 and lastly, he 
bad no objection td onr recruiting our wood and wa- 
ter, provided all those employed on that service sliould 
retire ©n boprd at night, and that I would engage 
that the greatest dispatch should take place in these, 
and all our other transactions. 

" The situation pointed out by him, where we 
might be allowed to ledge such of the provisions and 
st<)res as required to be landed, was not only incMive- 
nieut on accoimt of the surf which generally ran very 
high in its vicinity^ but the place propQsed fbt their 
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reception, was in the nifcist of the commoti slaugh* 
reringofall their cattle, the neighbourhood of which » 
to a considerable distance in aU directions, was ren- 
dered extremely offensive and unwholesome, by the 
oftkl having never been cleared away, but left from 
time to time in a continual state of putrefaction. In 
addition to which, the stores thus deposited were to 
be left every night under the care of the governor's 
troops, without any check on the fidelity of those 
people, which I had some reason to believe would be 
very necessary. In the centre of this intolerable 
nuisance we had also leave to erect the observatory^ 
and to attend to our astronomical pursuits, but in the 
day time only ; and in its vicinity, and ^'\thm sight 
of it and the Presidio, we might be allowed to recre- 
ate ourselves on shord. 

" On due consideration of all thesfe circumstances, 
IdecHaed any fuith^r correspondence with, or ac- 
cepting the incommodious assistance, proffered by 
Seni». Arrillagafj and deternnned, after finishing our 
investigation of these shores, to retire to the Sand- 
wich islatids, wher^ I had little doubt that the une-^ 
ducked inhabitants of 0\X'hyhee, or its neighbour- 
ing isles, woiild cheer^Hy afford us that accomoio-^ 
dation which had been unkindly denied us at St. 
Francisco and Monterrey." 

" Having anchored before another Spanish esta- 
blishnaent, I sfcnt Lieutenant Swaine to inform tlie 
oonifnanding officer at the Presidio of our atrival. 

" He returned, after me6tiDg with a m'pst polite 
and friendly reception from the commandadt Senr. 
Dun Felipe Goycocbea, who With the greatest hospi- 
tality infurtoed him that every refreshment the conn- 
Wy could alFord was perfectly at our, command; and 
desired that I might be made acquainted, that he 
hoped I would remain a few dHys to pafrtake of those 
advantages, and to aWow him the pleasure of aduii- 
ni stirring to our wants and necessities. 

*' Tlie general depoftnlent of this ofOdxr waft 
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evidently the effect of a noble and generous mind ; 
and a^ this place, which was distinguished by the 
name of Santa Barbara, was under the same jurisdic- 
tion as St. Francisco and Monterrey, our very friendly 
reception here rendered the unjtind treatment we had 
received on our late visits at the two oiher establibb- 
inents the more paradoxical, and was perhaps only to 
be refer red to the different disjxjsitions of tlie persons 
in power. 

" The next morning, accompanied by Lieutenants 
Puget and Hanson, I paid my respects dn shore to 
Seignor Don Felipe Goycochca, the commandant of 
the establishment of Santa Barbara, and lieutenant 
in the Spai>ish infantry. He received us with the 
greatest politeness and cordiality, and renewed, with 
great earnestness, the offers he had made to Mr. 
Swaine .the preceding evening. He was pleased to 
say, that he should derive the greatest satisfaction in 
rendeiing us every service compatible with the orders 
unciex >^ hich he acted. These orders only required^ 
that tJ)ose who were employed for the service of the 
ves&els on shore, or engaged in taking their recrea* 
tiou in the neighbouring country, should return on 
board e\ery night. This stipulation I assured him 
should be punctually attended to, .as well as every 
other regulation that his prudence might sug- 



*' We were likewise introduced to Friar Miguel 
Miguel, one of the reverend fathers of the mission of 
Santa Barbara, who, in the name of himself, and bis 
companion the Reverend Father Estevan Tapis, 
expressed the greatest anxiety for our welfare j and 
repeating the civilities of the commandant, offered 
whatever services or assistance the ^mission could 
afford. 

" Since the recreation that had been denied us at 
Monterrey was here granted without limitation, I felt 
myself bound to adopt such measures as were most 
Ukdy to prevent any abuse of the indulgence^ or any 
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just cause of. complaint. For when I reflected on 
the unrestrained manner in which most of the officers 
and gentlemen had rambled about the country, dur- 
ing.our former irisil at Monterrey, I was not without 
my suspicions that the unpleasant restrictions imposed 
upon us on our late return to that port, had been oc- 
casioned by our having made too free with' the liberty 
then granted. To prevent the chance of any such 
offence taking place here, I issued positive injunc- 
tions that no individual under .my command should 
extend his excursions beyond the view from the Pre- 
sidio, or the buildings of the mission, which, being 
situated in an open country of no very uneven sur- 
face, admitted pf sufficient space for all the exercise 
on foot or horse«:back that health or amusement might 
require. 

" Notwithstanding the water on the ^)each Wafi 
' the same as that with which all the Spanish vessels 
that had visited this roadstead had been supplied, and 
although much pains had been taken to clean out thfe 
wells, yet they were very dirty and brackish j and as 
they aflbrded a very scaftty supply, we were iudiiccd 
to make search for better water. 

The pleasing society of our good friends at the mis- 
sion and Presidio was augmented by the arrival of 
Friar Vincente St:i. M.iria, one of the Rev. Fathers of 
the mission of Bueno Ventura 5 situated about seven 
leagues from ben.ce on the sea coast to the south-east- 
ward. 

The motives that induced this respectable priest to 
favour us with his company, evidently manifested his 
christian-hke benevolence. Having crossed the occiin 
more than once himself, he was well awar<3 how valu- 
able the fresh productions of the shores were to per-"^ 
sons in our situation; under this impression he had 
brought with him, for our service, half a score sheep, 
and twenty mules laden with various roots and vege- 
tables from the garden ot his mission. This exccl- 
lentlj-good man earnestly intreated that I woi\ld 
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accompany him by laud back to Bueno Ventura; 
9aying^ that I should be better able on tlie spot \o 
point out to him, and to his colleague the Uev. Friar 
Father Francisco Dume, such of the yroductlons of tlie 
country as would be most acceptable, and contribute 
most to our future comfort and welfere. Of* this 
journey I should have been very happy to have been 
able to have availed myself, had the eKisting circum- 
staiices not obliged me to decline the pleasure 1 should 
thereby have received. 

^' Our new benevolent friend, accompauied by the 
commandant and Father Miguel, honored us with their 
company to dme on bpard, where, in the course of 
conversation, I was informed that the mission of Bueno 
Ventura was situated near a small bay ol'easy access^ 
and as Friar Vincente seemed much pleased with hb 
visit on board, i requested he would favour me with 
his company in the Discoy^y to his residence. Thji 
offer he cheerfully accepted, <aud in doii^ so I had wily 
reason to regri^t the short time I was to be induced 
■with the society of a gentlemjin, whose observations 
through life, and general knowlege of mankind, ren- 
dered him a most pleasing and instructive compatiioz^ 

*' In the evening our friends returned on shore, and 
1 took that opportunity of soliciting their acceptance 
of a few useful articles which they had no otl^er op- 
portunity of obtaining J though I must confess they 
Vere a very incoijnpetent return tor their friendly, 
generous, and attentive services; and I trust tbey will 
accept this public acknowledgment as the only means 
Vithin my reach to shew the gratefol sense I shall 
ever entertaih of the obligations they so liberally and 
unexpectedly bestpwcjd. 

" We were attended at breakfiltst the next morning, 
Monday the X 8th, with our friends frona the shore ; 
and the want of wind detained us at anchor until near 
ncx)nj when we took leave of our Sta. Barbara friends, 
and, accompanied by- Father Vinoisnte, wa directed 
gw coursa toyv^ds Bueno Voiuura. 
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*' At eight in the evening we anchored in fifteen 
fathoms water, about a league to the westward of 
Buena Ventura. Our reverend friend expressed great 
satisfaction at the mode of his return to the mission; 
and said^ that his voyage hither would probably lay 
the foundation for removing the absurd and deep- 
rooted prejudice that had ever existed amongst the 
several tribes of Indians in his neighbourhood, who 
from their earliest infancy had invariably regarded all 
strangers as their enemies. This sentiment had to- 
tally prevented any amicable intercourse^ or communi- 
cation between their different societies, although living 
within a small distance of each other. And it seemed 
to have been a matter of no small difficulty on the 
part of the missionaries, to persuade the native inhabit- 
ants of the channel of Sta. Barbara, who had been' 
informed of our intention sto visit the coast, that we 
were theur friends, and should treat them with kindness 
and civility ; having probably been taught at some 
earlier period, to consider the English under a very 
different character. Proofs were not wanting that such 
notions still continued to exist, for notwithstanding 
that four or five favorite Indian servants, who attended 
on father Vincente, had witnessed the cordial recep- 
tion and friendly intercourse that subsisted between, 
us, yet on his giving them directions to return home 
with his horses and mules by themselves, as he should 
go thither in the ship, they instantly, and with one 
voice, prayed for the sake of God that he would not 
persist in his determination ; being thoroughly con- 
vinced that if he did they should never see him more ; 
nwr was it in the power of language, either by argu- 
ments or assurances, to remove these ill founded 
impressions. To the last moment they remained with 
him on the beach, supplica^'ng in the most eamesf 
manner that he woiild give )iis attention to their ad« 
vice J and frequently repeating, that though they had 
hitherto conl^ed in 'every thing he had told thenx^ 
yet in this iAstance they were 9ure they should be 
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deceived. I'he Rev. Father, though gratified by 
their affectionate anxiety, smiled at their groundless 
apprehensions for his safety> gave each of them his 
blessing, and again directed them to follow his ordors 
to return home to Buena Ventura. 

<' Having taken an early breakfast, I attended Father 
Vincente to the shore,, where a large assortment of 
refreshments was in readiness for embarkation. The 
violence of the surf prevented our landing, nor was it 
without the greatest caution and circumspection that 
the Indians, though very dexterous hi the management 
of their canoes, could venture off to us. 

** In this situation we waited at a grapnel until the 
afternoon^ when finding the surf not sufficiently abat- 
ed to admit of our landing in perfect safety /and my 
reverend friend not having snflicient courage to ven- 
ture on shore in any of the canoes, after several 
had been filled and overset, w« returned on board; 
not a little mortified at the disappointment, which 
seenied to damp the spirits and lively conversation of 
our worthy guest. When about half way to the ship, 
the uneasiness of Father Vincente was greatly increas- 
ied by his recollecting, that he had intrusted both his 
bible and l»ayer book to the care of a faitbfiil^ servant, 
with the strongest injunctions to deposit themsecurely 
on shore ; this service had been punctually perfelrmed; 
for on our return, these spiritual comforts, with which 
he had ,too hastily parted, had been forgotten to be 
recalled. Tbe omission produced no small addition 
to^ the dejection of spirits that had already taken 
place, and which became almost insupportable by an 
untoward accident, that for a moment presented a 
fiituation of danger, until it was4iscov«red to proceed 
irom the ping iiaving unfortunately worked out of 
the boat'^s bottom, by which means a great quantity 
of water was received, and kept, increasing until the 
cause was found out and removed ; when the elfect 
instantly ceased, .and the boat was soon relieved. Yet 
this acddeiu, an^iicUt other misfortunes and disappoint- 
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meats, appeared to the good priest a matter of the 
most serious concern, and m-ght perhaps be a iitrla 
aggravated by, some smiles at hib distress, which it was 
unpossibie to suppress. 

*' Oar excellent friend was now so much discon- 
certed, and his spirits so depressed, that 1 lound it as 
difficult to convince him that we should arrive safe at 
the s^p, as he had before found it to persuade his 
trusty servants of His security in embarking ^vith u« at 
Sta.Barfiara) and I verily believe that at ibiii moment 
he heartily repented that he had not yielded to their 
advice. 

'^ We were however soon alongside, and our friend 
was by no means reluctant to leave the boat ^ when oa 
board the ship he soon recovered from his former 
apprehensions of danger, yet the absence of his books 
was still a matter of regret and vexation that he could 
not overcome ; and unfortunately it was out of our 
power to afford him any consolation, as those we had 
on board were in a language he did not understand. His 
servants being aware of the uneasiness which the want 
of these religious comforts would occasion their mas- 
ter, came on board in the evening with ttie bible and 
prayer-book, without either of them having beea 
wetted by the waters of the ocean, to preserve them 
against which had been an object of much care and 
attention. The very great comfort this circumstance 
imparted was too evident in the countenance of our 
worthy friend to pass unitoticed. He immediately 
retired, and after having been closeted about three 
quarters of an hour, he returned to supper, and was 
as cheerful, and in the same high spirits, as before these 
uncomfortable events had happened . I tlien took an 
opportunity of apologizing for our smiles in the boatf 
and 1 believe we obtained perfect forgiveness, as he 
laughed heartily at the adventures of the day, -and the 
evening passed iu the most cheerful manner. 

'* Such are tlie happy effects resulting from a reli- 
gious education, and such the consolations that axe 
c c 2 
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derived by the habitual exercise of the principles it 

inculcates. 

*' Whilst deprived of those comforts to which in 
the hour of peril or misfortune he had been taught to 
resort, I am convinced the mind of our friend was 
far from being in an enviable state y but when the 
opportunity was affprded him of conscientiously dis- 
charging the sacred duties which he felt it incimibent 
upon him to perform^ I believe there were few m the 
world with whom he would have wished to have 
changed conditions. 

" The next morning, we had an early visit from 
some of the Indians, who came to inform Father Via- 
cente that the surf was entirely abated^ and that ho 
might land in the most perfect security . 

^' When we reached the shore the surf still ran very 
high, but with the assistance of our light small boat we 
landed with great ease, perfectlv dry, and much to 
the satisfaction of our worthy companion ; of whose 
bounty there was yet remaining near the beach a 
large quantity of roots, vegetables, and other useful 
articles, with five he^d of cattle, in readiness to be 
sent on board. One of these being a very fiiie young 
bull was taken on board.alive, for the purpose of being 
carried if possible to Owhyhee. llie others were 
killed, and produced us an ample supply ;. had they not 
been sufficient, a greater number were at hand, and 
equally at onr disposal. 

" Our hospitable friend now conducted us towards 
the establishment, which is situated about three quar- 
ters of a mile from the water side y from whence we 
had not advanced many paces before the road became;' 
crowded with Indians of both sexes, and of all ages, 
running towards us. This assemblage I first attri^ 
buted to curiosity, and the desire of seeing strangers, 
but I was soon agreeably undeceived, and convinced 
that it was not to welcome us, but the return of their 
pastor and benefactor. Although it was yet very early 
in the morning, the happy tidings had reached tlie 
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mission ; from whence these children of nature had 
issued, each pressing tlirough the crowd, unniintKul 
of the feeble or the young, to kiss the hand ot their 
paternal guardian, and to receive his benediction. His 
blessings being dispensed, the lit Je multitude dispersed 
in various directions. < 

" With us, as strangers, their curiosity was very 
soon satisfied, a few only accompanyim; us to (he mis- 
sion. These made many inquiries of Father Vincpute 
faow he bad fared, and how he had been r red red on 
board the ship ; to ail which his answers were returned 
in such pleasing terms of kind familiarity, as apparently 
afforded them great satisfaction, whilst it produced ia 
them n^nch surprize. This conversation we were 
only able to- understand through hrs interpretation) as 
it was held in the Indian language, which Father Via- 
cente spoke very fluently. 

*' On our entering the mission we were received by 
Father Francisco Du me, and entertained in a manner 
that proved the great respectability ot the Franciscan 
order, at least of that part of their numerous com- 
munity with whoqi we had become acquainted. 

** The morning', which was most delightfully pleas- 
ant, was employed in viewing the buildings ot the 
mission, the arrangement of tiie gardens an«J culti- 
vated land in its immediate vicinage. These all ap^ 
peared to be in a very superior stile to any of the new 
settlements I had yet seen, and would have 'empted 
me to have made a more minute inquiry, had not my 
anxious desire for proceeding onward prohibited aw 
delay it would- necessarily have occasioned. 

•* The day passed most agreeably in the society of 
our ecclesiastical friepds j and the pleasure ot it was 
greatly heightened by the arrival of a mail i'roni Eu- 
rope in its way to Monterrey. By this conveyance i*ur 
reverend friends had inielngence from the old >**orid, 
that couid not fail of being very interesting to persons 
in oar situation. Thus we concluding a very piea!>ant 
day^ and in the evening returned to the^essels^ which 
c c 3 
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h^d been prevented ipoving by the calmness of the 

weather. 

" With light bafHing winds from the north-east 
quarter^ and some slight showers of rain, we directed 
our course on the morning of Friday the 22d to the 
south-eastward, gratefully thankful for the hospitable 
reception and benevolent donations of our religious 
friends at Buena Ventura." 

On the 27th, having reached St. Diego, *' I dis- 
patched Lieutenant Swaine to the Presidio^ in order 
to inform the commanding officer of our arrival j 
and to inquire if any dispatches for me had beeu 
entrusted to his care, or if he knew of- any that 
had passed this station on their way to Monterrey ; 
as St. Diego 16 invanably the stopping place of 
the post passing from New Spain to then- northern 
establishments oh this Coast. Mr*. Swaine was like- 
wise directed to inquire, whether the officer so com- 
manding would do me the favor of forwarding such 
dispatches as I might find necessary to transmit tQ 
Efigland. 

" During the absence of Mr. Swaine I received 
a very polite letter from Senior Antonio Grajero, 
a lieutenant in the Spanish cavalry^ and com- 
mandant of this port and establbhment^ request- 
ing to be informed of the business that had brought 
our little ^(ju^dron within the limits of his com* 
mand, 

*' Mr. Swain^ r^t\iraed soon afterwards, and ac- 
quainted me that he nad been received with marks of 
great politeness and hospitality by the commandiing 
officer, who informed him, that he had neither seen 
nor heard of any letters or other dispatches addressed 
to me $ but that he woiild with great pleasure take 
charge of, and forward to Europe, any thing of that 
nature which I might have occasion to transmit. He 
very obligingly assured Mr. Swaine^ that such re- 
freshments as the country afforded were perfectly at 
PUT command, and th^t it WQ\44 be \m study to shew 
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US every civility within the line prescribed by the 
orders under virhich he acted j but was sorry to ob-^ 
serve, that these wouldr reduce his power of rendering 
us service, much within the limits of his inclinatlpa. 

^' So polite and friendly a reception could not 
fail being extremely acceptable, and after paking 
a satisfactory reply to the letter I had received 
from Seignor Grajero, I intimated my intention of 
paying him my respects on the following morning. 

*' This visit accordingly took place, accompanied 
by Lieutenants Puget and Sanson. On landing, 
we found horses in waiting, for us, ou which we 
rode up to the Presidio, where we were received 
with that politeness and hospitality we had rea- 
son to expect from the liberal behaviour of the 
commandant on the preceding evening. His friendly 
offers were immediately renewed, and were accom- 
panied by similar assurances of assistance from Senr. 
Pon Jose Zuniga, the former commandant, who had 
recently beep promoted to the rank of captain of 
infantry, aM appointed to the charge of an important 
post on the opposite side of the gulph of Califor-» 
nia, for which place he was then preparing to de* 
part. 

" These gentlemen informed us, that having been 
given to understand it was my intention to visit this 
port they had long expected us, and that about four 
days before, on being informed of the probability of 
our arrival, they had, to their great mortification, 
received at the same time from Seignor Arrillaga such 
a list- of restrictions as would inevitably deprive both 
parties of that satisfaction that could not otherwise 
have failed to render our stay here very pleasant^ 
These orders prohibited our transacting any busin^sjs 
on shore, excepting that of procuring wood an4 
watery particularly directed that the store ship should 
not be unladen atSt. Diego $ and expressed, that when 
t}ie above supplies were furnished, which was to be 
doQe with ^11 possible expeditiop^ it was expected«&at 
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we should immediately depart. We were also pro- 
hibited from taking on board any live cattle or sheep^ 
with many other severe and inhospitable injunc- 
tions. 

*' Notwithstanding these very ungenerous direc- 
ikans, our friends here desired that I would not 
abstain frofn demanding such refreshments as the 
country afforded -, as their services should be at our 
command in every rcRpect, and on all occasions^ 
where they could possibly exert themselves, and ap- 
pear to keep within the limits of the orders by which, 
although contrary to their own inclinations, they were 
BOW compelled to govern their conduct. 

'* The wind coming from the south prevented our 
sailing on Saturday the 7th of Dec. as 1 intended ; 
but I did not regret the detention, as it afforded us 
the pleasure of a visit from our very highly esteemed 
E«d venerable friend the father president of the mis* 
sionaries of the Franciscan order in this country, who 
was then on a visitation to the several missions be- 
tween St. Francisco and this port, where he had 
arrived the preceding evening from St. Juan Capis- 
trano. He expressed much concern that our departure 
was so near at hand, since the great fertility of St. 
Juan*s would Itave enabled him to add abundantly to 
our stock of refreshments. Although I was not less 
thankful for these of6ces of kindness than convinced 
of the sincerity with which they were made^ yet I 
was under the necessity of declining them, having 
DOW determined to erabmce the earliest opportunity 
of proceeding on our survey. 

** I had great difficulty to prevail on the father pre- 
sident to desist from sending to St. Juan*s for the sup« 
pties he had proposed, as in all probability we should 
have sailed before they could have arrived from 
thence. 

" The enjoyment of the society of this worthy 
diaracter was of short duration -, it however ;afforde4 
Hie the sstisjfection of personally acknowledging thei 
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obligatiois we were under for the friendly lervices 
that had been conterred upon us, by the missionaries 
under his immediate direction and government; be- 
ing perfectly assured, that however well disposed the 
several individuals might have been to have shewn us 
the kind attention we had received, the cordial interest 
with which the father president had, on all occasions, 
so warmly ejipoused our interest, must have been of 
no small importance to our comfort. This consider^ 
ation, in addition to the esteem I had conceived for 
his character, induced me to solicit his acceptance of 
a handsome barrelled organ, which, notwithstanding 
the vicissitudes of climate, was «itill in complete order 
and repair. This was received with great pleasure, 
and abundant thanks, and was to be appropriated to 
the use and ornament of the new church at the pre- 
sidency of the missions at St. Carlos. A continua** 
tion of southerly winds caused us to be detained, 
contrary to my expectations, until Monday the Qth, 
when we quitted the port of St. Diego." 

The fourth exasaination of the coast, was a matter 
anxiously wished by Captain Vancouver 3 but, says he, 
*' it would have exceeiled the strict letter of my in* 
stractions, and might possibly^ have excited additional 
jealousy in the breast^of the Spanish acting governor, 
Under these consideration^ I was compelled, though 
with infinite reluctance, to abandon this interesting 
pursuit, and to determine on making the best of our 
way to the Sandwich blands, where I could firmly 
rely on the sincerity of Taraaahmaab, and the profes- 
sions of tlie rest of our rude uncivilized friends in 
those islands, for a hearty welcome, a kind reception, 
and every service and accommodation in their humble 
power to afford 5 without any of the inhospitable 
restrictions we must have been under from tlie thea 
civilised governor at Monterrey.** 

Before proceeding, however, Captain Vancouver 
deems it necessary to give the following miscellaneous 
circumstapces, ^respecting the Spanish establishsneot&i 



tp9 CAPTAIN VANCOOVB!»'S VOYAGE 

which eame under his own observation^ or of which 
he was able to procure information. 

" The mission of St. Domingo is the southernraost 
of the Spanish settlements in New Albion; and the 
most southern of those that are considered as new 
establishments, from having been formed subseqaent 
to the year 17 6g. At this period their north wes* 
ternmost possession on this coast was Velicata, snd 
Santa Maria on^ the coast of the peninsula; in the gulf 
ef California. But^ the rapid strides that Russia was 
then making in subjecting to its government the 
countries bordering on the north-western part of the 
North Pacifk Ocean, awakened the apprehensions 
9nd roased the jealousy of the Spanish court $ and in 
consequence of the alarm thus given, those expedi- 
tions were undertaken. 

- " The new settlements are divided into fo«r dk* 
iinct juiisdictions, of which Monterrey is the princi* 
pal; and the established residence as well of the 
governor, who is captain general of the province, as 
of the father president of the Franciscan order of 
missionaries. In each of the divisicms is £xed one 
military post only, called the Presidio, governed by a 
lieutenant, who has under him an ensign, with ser* 
jeants, corporals, &c. 

" The most northern Presidio is that of St. Franp 
Cisco, .which has under its protection, the missions 
of St. Francisco and Santa Clara, the pueblo of St. 
Joseph, about 3 or 4 miles from Santa Clara, and an 
establishment whxh 1 understood had been formed 
during the preceding summer in the southern opening 
of port Bodega. 

'^ The next in succession southward is that of 
Monterrey, the capitalof the province ; under which 
the mission of Santa Cruz, near point Anno Nuevo, 
is the most northern. In its immediate vicinity, a 
pueblo of- the same name was formed In the year 
igjl ; and about nine leagues to the £.S.B. of it is 
tha mission of la Soledad* South aod eastward from 
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Monlefrey are the missions of St. Carlos^ St. Antonio, 
St. Luis, and Santa Rosa la Purissima} and these 
constitute the division of Monterrey. 

*' The next' and smallest division is that of Santa 
Barbara. Besides the mission of Santa Barbara^ the . 
Presidio has under its ordinary authority that of Buena 
Ventura, founded in 17^4, and the Pueblo de los 
Angelos, formed in 178I ; which latter, I was told, 
was also subject to the control of the Presidio at St. 
Diego, the fourth and southernmost of these new set*- 
tlements. Thlfe presides over the mission of St. Diego, 
foimded with the Presidio in the year 1770 j over St. 
Juan Capistrano, St. Gabriel, and St. Miguel. The 
last is not of the Franciscan order, but form^ the 
northernmost of the Dominican missions. The lieli*- 
gious of this order extend their missions southward ; 
fiot only along the exterior coast, but also orer the 
whole of the peninsula -, and are under the regula- 
tions of the Presidio at Loretto, which is the only 
military establishment to the south of St. Diego> on 
the peninsula of California. 

" I had every reason to believe, that beyond th* 
lofty mountains (hat range along, and chiefly compose 
the shores of the continent under our present consi- 
deration, the ssrface would be found capable of re*- 
ceiving great impro^'ecnent. This was remarJsed in 
our journey from the sea coast to the mission of .Ssm«- 
ta Clai'a. At Sit. Diego the soil rapidly loses its ferw 
tility ; and I was informed, that from thence imme** 
d lately southward to cape St. Lucas, the whole of th# 
peninsula is campoGed of a soil so extremely unpro* 
ductive . and barren, that ^^d Mould had been sent 
thither front other places, to certain situations where 
it was deemed proper to plant missions, and depo*- 
bited there for tbs purpose of tBisaBg the grain and 
vegetables necesafffy for the eslaiblkshmiahts. Bkit 
ihe Spaniai'ds, in fact» hare by «» means dene jostto^ 
to the coufcitr^^ or «e]BQtai the 9010 best adi^^Md &ir 
^iiltivaiian. 
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•' The garden of Buena Ventura far exceeded Wiy 
thing of that description I met with in these regions^ 
both in respect of the quality, quantity, and variety of 
its excellent productions, not only indigenous to the 
country, but appertaining to the temperate as well as 
torrid zone ; not one species having yet been sown, 
or planted, that had not flourished. These have prin- 
cipally consisted of ?pples, pears, plumbs, tigs, oran- 
ges, grapes, peaches, and pomegranates, together wiih 
the plantain, banana, cocoa nut, sugar cane, indigo, 
and a great variety of the necessary and useful kitchen 
herbs, plants and rbots. Here also grew great quan- 
tities of the Indian fig, or prickly pear 5 but whether 
cultivated tor its fruit only, or for the cochineal, 1 was 
not able to make myself thoroughly acquainted/' 

*^ The pueblos differ materially from either the 
missions or the Presidios, and may be better expressed 
by the name of Villages* being unsupported by any 
other protection, than that of the persons who arc 
resident in them. These are principally old Spanish, 
or Creole soldiers j who, having served their respec- 
tive turns of duty in the missions or in the Presidios, 
become Entitled to exemption from any ftirther mili- 
tary services, and have permission either to return to 
their native counfry, or to pass the remainder of their 
liyes in these villages. Most of these soldiers are mar- 
ried, and have families -, and when the retirement of 
the pueblos is preferred, grapts of land, with some 
necessary articles, are given them to commence their 
.new occupation of husbandry, as a reward for their 
former services, and as an incitement to a life of in- 
dustry. Fertile spots are alwaya chosen for planting 
these colonies -, by cultivating which, they are soon 
enabled to raise corn and cattle sufficient, not only 
for theiF own support, but for the supply of the wants 
.of the missions and Presidios in their neighbourhood. 
Being trained to arms, they early instruct the rising 
generation, and bpng them up to the obedience <^ 
military authority ; under the laws of which^ th^ 
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themselves continue to be governed. ' There fs no su- 
perior person or officer residing amongst them, fbv 
the purpose of officiating as governor, or as chief ma* 
gistrate ; but the pueblos are occasionally visited by 
the ensign of the Presidio, within whose particular 
jurisdiction they are situated. 

*^ The mode originally adopted, and since con-* 
stantiy pursued, in settling this country, is by no 
means calculated to produce any great increase of 
white inhabitants. The Spaniards in their missions 
and Presidios, being the two principal distinctions of 
Spanish inhabitants, lead a confined, and in most re«' 
spects a very indolent, life 5 the religious part of the 
society within a cloister, the military in barracks, 
^he last mentioned order neither till, sow, nor reap^ 
but wholly depend upon the labour of the inhabitants^ 
of the missions and pueblos for their subsistence, and 
the^ common necessaries of life. To reconcile this 
inactivity, whilst they remain on duty in the Presidio, 
with the meritorious exertions that the same descrip- 
tion of people are seen to make in the pueblos, is^ cer- 
tainly a very difficult task; and the contradiction 
would have remained very prejudicial to their charac- 
ter, had 1 not been informed, that to support th6 con- 
sequence of the soldier in the eyes of the natives, and 
to insure him thdr respect, it had been deemed 
highly improper that he should be subjected to any 
laborious employment. 

'* The introduction of Christianity amongst the na- 
tives, the cultivation of their minds, and making them 
disciples of the Romish church, being wholly intrusted 
to the religious of the respective orders 5 none of 
those Indians are suffered to be employed in the Presi- 
dios, but such as are particularly recommended 5 to 
whom the officers who give them employ are obliged 
to pay a certain daily sum of money, according to the 
service received; whilst, at the same time, the fa- 
thers have hundreds at their command, who, when 
employed by . tbem« are rewarded with the produce 
VOL. xiu B 3 
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resulting from the labours of such of their own sodet^, 
as are engaged in a^iculiure^ in manafacturiog ihae 
woollen garments^ or in gardening, 

^' These are the paymeafs by* which the wages of 
the carpenter, the smith, the mason, and other, rae* 
chanics are satisfied ; and as they hate few persons cf 
these trades anK>ngst themselves, the whole of soch 
business is performed by the fndians, under the ifl»- 
mediate instruction and inspection of the reverend 
fathers, who, by these means alone have elected all 
their fabrics and edifices. 

^' These benevolent fathers are the corporeid as 
' well as spiritual physicians of all the Indian tribes ia 
the neighbourhood of the missions ; and they exercise 
the arts both of surgery and medicine, with great sac* 
cess, especially the latter^ for the credit of which they 
may be indebted to the unimpaired consdtutioiis oif 
liieir patients, and the natural healthiness of the di- 
mate. The scarcity of spirituous liquors^ and die 
great regularity of the inhabitants in food and enaj^oy- 
ment, induces a life of temperance ; and consequendy, 
the diseases to which they are liable are seldom of a 
malignant nature^ and in most instances readily yieU 
to the simplest means of cure. 

" The number of the natives, at this period, wha 
were saidto have embraced the Roman Catholic per-* 
suasion, under the discipline of the Franciscan and 
Dominican orders of missionaries in New Albion, 
and throughout the peninsula of California, amounted 
to about twenty thousand, and they were estimated 
at an eighth or a tenth of the whole native population 
•f those countries. Their progress towards civih- 
£ation^ s6ems to hare been remarkably slow; and it 
h not very likely to become more rapid* until the im« 
policy of excluding foreign visitors shall be laid aside^ 
mad an amicable commercial intercourse substituted in 
ks room ; by which system, new wants becoming ne- 
o^sary, new comforts would be introduced j this 
wwikl stimulate them to industry, thnir lands would 
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would, by attention, soon increase so abundantly, a« 
lo enable them to dispose of the surpjus produce of 
their farms to s(Tangers, for such articles of con^veni- 
ence as would tend to facilitate their labours, and 
otherwise render their lives moie comfortable. Pro- 
visions, timber, and sea otter skins, would be the ^sl. 
coramodities §or their exportation *, and though th9 
•ea otter skins obtained in these parts, are certainly 
inferior to those procured further to the north, they 
could not iail of becoming a profitable article of 
traific. 

•' 1 did not find that New Albion had yet been 
supposed to contain any valuable minerals, iior is Cali- 
fornia considered much richer in that respect ; though 
1 understood, that about 14 leagues to the north* 
west of the Presidio of Loretto, on the shores of the 
peninsula, in the gulf of California, the Spaniards had 
lately discovered two silver min«s that were stated to 
be tolcraWy productive. The Presidio of Loretto is 
on a more extensive plan than any in New Albion } 
its inhabitants amount to about seventy Spaniards, and 
several families of Indians, besides a mixed race^ ex- 
clusive of the garrison, which is composed of a cofii- 
pany of sixty soldiers, with their oncers. 

" The missionaries- of the Franciscan, order, who 
extend theij functions no further south than St. Diego^ 
act fo. ail cases under the particular direction of their 
ct^lege, a branch of which is established at Mexico ; 
-with which a constant correspondence is kept up, and 
by which their conduct appears, on all occasions^ 
to be regulated ; and they seem, in most respects, 
nearty independent of military subjection.. 

** From this brief sketch, some idea may probably 
be formed of the present state of the European settle- 
zneots in this country, and the degree of importance 
they are of to the Spanish monarchy, which retains 
this extent of country under its authority, by a force 
$imt, bad we not been eye-witnesses of its insigniii* 
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caoce in many instances, we shoald hardly hare 
given credit to the possihiiity of so small a body of 
men keeping in awe, and under subjection, the natives 
of this country, without resorting to harstror unjusti- 
fiable measures. 

^ The number of vessels that have lately visited 
the coast (^ North- West America in new commercial 
pursuits, have been instmroental in awakening the at- 
tention of the Spaniards, and they have reeenUy made 
some efforts to shew an appearance of defence. Oa 
our last visit to St. Francisco, eleven disnaounted brass 
cannon, nine pounders, with a large quantity of shot, 
of two different sizes, were lying on the beoch. 
These, we understood, were to be placed on the 
south-east point of entrance into the port ; which is 
a steep cliff, well situated to command the passage 
into the harbour, but is commanded in return by a 
hill at no great distance, to the south-eastward. Se* 
veral Spaniards, with a numerous body of Indians, 
on our late visit on the top of the clitF, w«re em- 
ployed m erecting what seemed to be intended for a 
platforqa, or a barbet battery. 

" At Monterrey the canaon, which, on our former 
visit, were placed before the Presidio, were now re. 
moved to the hill, mentioned at that time as intended 
to be fortified for the purpose of commanding the an- 
chorage. Here is now erected a sorry kind of barbet 
battery, consisting chiefly of a few logs of wood, ir- 
regularly placed ; behind which those cannon, about 
eleven in number, are opposed to {he anchorage, 
with xtry little protection in the front, and on their 
rear and flanks intirely open and exposed. 

** Santa Barbara is a post of no small consequence, 
and might be rendered v^y tenable, by fortifying a 
hill, conspicuously situated for such a purpose, on the 
jiorth.-west sid« of the roadstead j yet they have here 
only .two brass nine-pounders, placed before the en- 
jLrance into the Presidio. 

*^ With little dii£culty St. Diego m'^ht alao be no* 
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(Jercd a place of considerable strength, by establishing 
a small force at' the entrance of the port j where, at 
this time, there were neither works, guns, houses, or 
other habitations nearer than the Presidio, which is at 
the distance of at least five miles from the port, and 
where they have only three small pieces of brass 
cannon. 

** Should the ambition of any civilized nation 
tem^t it to seize on these unsupported posts, they 
could not make the least resistance, and must inevi- 
tably fall -to a force barely sufficient for garrisoning 
and securing the country j especially that part com- 
prehended under the denomination of New Albion, 
Here the coast, washed by the waters of the Pacific, 
is Dot noore than 50 leagues {if so much) from the 
shores under the same parallel, nearly at the head of 
the gulf of California. This pass, being once well se- 
cured bf any power, determined to wrest New Al- 
bion from the Spanish monarchy, would inevitably 
prevent an army by land from coming to the support . 
rf the present poss^s^ors, or to the annoyance of an 
invading enemy ; for two ver}' obvious reasons. The 
first w, that the natives of the coutvtry about the 
river Colorado, a most daring and warlike people, 
Jiaye from time immemorial been the inveterate and 
aroved enemies of the Spaniards ; who not many 
years since surprised and cut off a Presidio and mis» 
sion, containing near an hundred Spaniards, and 
still continue to act on all occasions with hostility. — 
The other reason is, that to the westward of the ter- 
ritory of these people, from the banks of the Colo- 
lado, the nKKintainons, barren, and inhospitable state 
of the country tenders it at present so totally impassa*- 
ble, that tlie Spaniards co&ld never penetrate by land 
at ilie back of these their new establishments. 

" The Spaniards have wily cleared tlie way for the 
ambitious enterprizes of tlwse maritime powers, 
wfeo, in the avidity of commercial pursuits, may seek 
to be beue6tit\l by tl^ advafttages which-the fertile 
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soil of New Albion seems calculated to afFord. B7 
the formation of such establishments, so wide from 
each other, and so unprotected in themselves, the 
original design of settling the country seems to have 
been completely set aside, and instead of strengthen- 
ing the barrier to their valuable possessions in New 
Spain, they have thrown irresistible temptations in 
the way of strangers to trespass over their boundary. 
'* From their dominions in New Spain they have 
stocked this frontier country with such an abundance 
of cattle of all descriptions, that it is no longer ia 
their power, even were they so inclined, to eBect 
their extermination. They have also pointed out 
many fertile spots, some of which are very extensire, 
where they have introduced the most valuable v^e- 
table productions, not only necessary to the suite- 
nance, but minisiering to many of the luxuries, of 
^civilized society; and they have, by their previotu 
ek peri men ts, fully ascertained in what degree each is 
found to succeed. . A certain proportion of the natives 
have, by the indefatigable labour of the missionaries, 
been weaned from their former uncivilized, savage 
way of life, and are become obedient to social forncis, 
and practised in many domestic occupations. . All 
these circumstances are valuable considerations to 
new masters, from whose power, if properly em- 
ployed, the Spaniards would have no alternative but 
that of submissively yielding. 

'' That such an event should take place appears by 
no means to be very improbable, should the com- 
merce of North-west America be further extended. 
The advantages that have already been deriv^, and 
are likely still to accrue, in the prosecution of a well- 
pouducted trade, between this coast and China, India, 
Japan, and other places, n^y on some futane day, 
under a judicious and well-regulated establisbmeiit, 
become an object of serious and important considera- 
tion, to any nation that shall be inclined to reap the 
advantages ojf such a commerce. 
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*' Rossia at present seems principally to engross 
these benefits, m consequence of the unwise com- 
petition J)etween private adventurers of other natioHs, 
not only on the coast of America, but also of Canton 
and in its neighbourhocd; the only market to which; 
at present, such adventurers can carry the furs of 
North-west America." 

Nothing of consequence occurred, till their ar- 
rival, on the Stli of January, 1 794, z\ Owhyhce, oiF 
the Bay of Wbyealea, where their return was 
proclaimed by shouts of joy, and th^y were visited v 
by Tamaabmaab, rejoiced to meet his friends at this 
bis favourite part of the island, but it being found 
more proper to proceed to Karakakooa, the king, 
notwithstanding a strict taboo consented to accom- 
pany Captain Vancouver • in the ship. Among the/ 
visitors on board, Tahowmanam, the king's wife, did 
not appear, a sep^ation having taken place, in con- 
sequence of a supposed intimacy between her and 
Tianna. 

** I understood from the king's attendants, that 
the infidelity of the queen was by no means certain ^ 
and as I well knew the reciprocal affection of this 
roy^i pair, and as she was then residing with her 
father, at, «i: in tlie neighbourhood of, Karakakooa, 
1 tboi^ht it a charitable office to make a tender of my 
endfavoors for the purpose of bringing about a fecon* 
ciliation. In reply to this obtrusion of my services, 
Tamaahmaab expressed his thanks ; and assured me, 
that he should be always happy to receive any advice 
cm state affairs, or any public matters, especially 
where peace or war might be concerned} but that 
such differences as might occur in, or respect, his 
domestic happiness, he considered to be totally out 
of my province. This rebuff I silently sustained ; che- 
rishing the hope that the period would arrive when I 
should hb able to prevail on him to entertain a differ- 
ent opinion* 

'' Our course was now directed round the east 
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point of the' island, along its south-east side; t«re 
made a tolerably good progress; and* as we passed 
the district of Opoona, on the morning of Saturday 
the nth, the weather being very clear and pleasant, 
we had a most excellent view of Mowna Roa*s 
snowy summit, and the range of the lower hills that 
extend towards the east end of Owbyhee. From the 
tops of these, several columns of smoke were seen to 
ascend, which Tamaahmaah said, were occasioned by 
the subterraneous lires that frequently broke out ia 
violent eruptiops, causing amongst the natives' such 
a multiplicity of superstitious notions, as to give rise 
to a religious order of persons, who perform volcanic 
rites. 

" As we worked into the bay of Karakakooa, 
many of the inhabitants were assembled on the shores, 
who announced their congratulations by shouts of 
joy ; many of our former friends, particularly of the 
^ir sex, lost no time in teistifying the sincerity of 
the public sentiment in our favour. Young and 
Davis we had likewise the pleasure of finding in the 
exercise of those judicious principles they had so 
wisely adopted, and which, by their example and 
advice had so uniformly been- carried into effect. Tho 
gfeat propriety with wiiich they had conducted them- 
selves, had tended in a high degree, to the comfort 
and happiness of these people, to the gratiticatioii of 
their own feelings, and to a pre-eminence in the 
good opinion of the king, that had entitled them to 
his warmest affections. TKe same soit of esteem 
and regard, we understood, was shewn to them, if 
not by ail, at least by the well-disposed, inhabitants of 
the island.** 

" Tlie Discovery was secured nearly in her-teroer 
station on the following morning j and the Chatham 
and Daedalus were disposed of in the most convenient 
manner for carrying intoexecmion the respective ser- 
vices that each had to perform. 

•' Every thing was done by ^ kiftg, to assist our 
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operations, and for the safety of such parts of the 
cargo as were necessary to be landed, and^forthe 
security of which be engaged without any guard being 
placed for their protection. In short, nothing that 
be or his people could do for our assistanc^e and 
accommodation was wanting. 

" Oa this occasion it was impossible to avoid 
making a comparison between our reception and 
treatment here, by these untaught children of nature, 
aud the ceremonious conditional offers of accommo- 
dation we experienced at St. Francisco and Monterrey, 
from the ^ticated civilized governor of New Albion 
and California. 

*' After the large canoes had delivered their 
xicceptable cargoes, they received and took to the 
ihore the live cattle, which I had been more success- 
fnl in bringing f^om New Albion than on the former 
occasion. These consisted of a young bull nearly full 
grown, two fine cows, and two very fine bull calves, 
all in high cotuiitio!! ; as likewise five rams, and five 
ewe sheep. Two of each of these, with most of the 
Uack cattle, were given to the king ; and as those I 
had brought last year had thriven exceedingly well ; 
the sheep having bred, and one of the cows having 
brought forth a cow calf; I had little doubt, by this 
second importation, of having at length ejected the 
very desirable object of establishing in this island a 
breed of those valuable animals. 

** The harmony that had attended the execution of 
all our employments had so facilitated the equipment 
of the vess^s, that, by tlie 21st, the business in the 
Discovery's hold, was in that state of fordwardness 'as 
to permit oar attendine to other objects. The astro- 
Domical department claimed my first thoughts 3 and 
being of such material importance, 1 was anxious to 
lose no time in isending the tents, observatory, and 
instruments dn shore, now that a party could be 
afforded for. their. protection. Oii this occasion I was 
surprized to find the king make some objections to 
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tlieir being erected in their former situation, ndar the 
morai, giving us as a reason, that he coald not sane* 
lion our inhabiting the tabooed lands, without pre- 
viously obtaining the permission of an old woman, 
who, we understand,was the daughter of the venerable 
Kaoo, and wife to the treacherous Koah, one of the 
assassins of Captain Cook. Being totally unacquainted 
before, thit the women ever possessed the least 
authority over their consecrated places, or religious 
ceremonies, this circumstance much surprized me, 
especially as the king seemed to be apprehensive of 
receiving a refusal from this old lady 5 and which, 
after waiting on shore for some time, proved to be 
the case. Tamaahmaah observing my disappointmiHit^ 
intreated nae to fix upon some other part of the bay ; 
but as it was easily made obvious to his understanding 
that no other spot would be equally convenient, te 
instantly assembled some of the principal priests ia 
the morai, and after having a serious conferenoe 
with them, he acquainted me, that we were at 
liberty to occupy the consecrated ground as formerly, 
which we accordingly took possession of the next 
morning, Wednesday, the22d. 

" On Thursday the 80th, we were favoured witk 
the company of Terree-my-tee, Crymamaboo, Ti- 
anna» and some other chiefs, from die distant parts 
of the island. Their arrival had been in consequence 
of a summons from the king, who had called the 
grand council of the island, on the subject of its 
cession to the crown of Great Britain, which was 
unanimously desired. This important business, 
however, for which their attendance had beai 
demanded, appeared to be of secondary conadera- 
tion to ail of them 3 and the happiness tliey ex- 
pressed on our return, together with their cordial 
behaviour, provefl, beyond dispute, that our arri- 
val at O why hee was the object most conducive lo 
the pleasure of their journey. Even Tianua-ooo* 
liucted himself with an unusual dcigree of good 
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bomour J but as neither he, not his brother Noma- 
tahah, from their turbulent, treacherous, and un- 
grateful dispositions, were favourite amongst iis^ 
his humility, on tl)is occasion, obtained him only 
ihe reputation of possessing a very superior degree 
«f art and duplicity. But as the principal object 
I had in view, was to , preserve the good under- 
f landing that had been established between us; 
and, if possible, to seaire it on a permanent basis, 
ibr the benefit of those who miglit succeed us 
at these islands, 1 waved all retrospective consi- 
derations, and treated Tianna with every mark of 
atfenticn, to which his rank, as one of the six pro- 
vincial chiefs, entitled him, and with which, on all oc- 
casions, he appeared to be highly gratified. 

*' These chiefs brought intelligence, that a quan- 
tity of timber which had been sent for at my request, 
was on its way hither ; it had been cut down under 
the directions of an Englishman, whose name was 
Boyd, formerly the mate of the sloop Washington, 
but who had relinquished that way of life, and had 
entered into the service of Tamaahraaah. He ap- 
peared in the character of a shipwrightj and had 
iimtertaken to build, with these materials, a vessel 
for the king, after the European fashion; but not 
having been regularly brought up to this business, 
both hin>self and his comrades. Young and Davis, 
were fearful of encountering too many difticullies j 
e^eciaUy as tliey were all much at -a loss in the first 
<mtset, that of laying down the keel, and properly 
setting up the frame; but could they be rightly as- 
itstcd in these primary operations, Boyd-^who had the 
appeafance of being very industrious and ingenious) 
aeenied to emertain no doubt of accomplishing the 
feat of liseir uzidertaking. 

•* This «lFoi*ded me an opportunity ^f conferring 
4m TamaBbmaah a favour thaft he valued far beyond 
every oiker obrrgation in my power to bestow, by 
|)ea»itluigvOur carpenters to b«gtB the vessel) frooi 
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tvhose example, and the assistance of these three 
engineers, he was in hopes that his people Would 
liereafter be able to build boats and ^mall vessels for 
themselves. ' 

" An ambition so trqly laudable, in one to whose 
hospitality and friendship we had been so highly 
indebted, and whose good offices were daily adminis- 
tering in some way or other to our comfort, it was a 
grateful tapk to cherish and promote ; and as our car- 
penters had finished the re-equipment of the vessels, 
on Saturday, the 1-st of February, they laid down 
the keel, and began to prepare the frame-work of 
his Owhyhean Majesty^s first man of war. The 
length of its keel was thirty-six feet, the extreme 
breadth of the vessel nine feet and a quarter, and 
the depth of her hold abojut five' feet; her name was 
to be The Britannia^ and was intended as a protection 
to the royal person of Tamaahraaah ; and I believe 
few circumstances in his life ever afforded him more 
solid satisfaction. 

*' Our reception and entertainment her6 by these 
unlettered people, who in general have been distin- 

rished by the appellation of savages, was such as, 
believe, is seldom equalled by the most civilized 
nations of Europe, and made me no longer regret 
the inhospitality we had met with at St. Francisco 
and Monterrey. The temporary use that we wished 
to make of a few yards of the American shore, for 
v^our own convenience and for the promotion of 
scTence, was not here, as in New Albion, granted 
with restrictions that precluded our acceptance of 
the favour we solicited ; on the contrary, iipmediately 
on our arrival, an ample space, protected by the most 
sacred laws of the country, was appropriated to oar 
service ; whilst those of our small community whoM 
inclinations led them into the interior parts •f the 
island, either for recreation, or to examine its natural 
pmductions/ found their desires met and encout^aged 
by the kind assistance of Tamaahmaah, and ihetr 
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several pursuits rendered highly entertaining and 
agreeable J, by th^ friendship and hospitality whic!i 
was shewn them at every house in the course of their 
excursions. 

" A conduct so disinterestedly noble, and uniformly 
observed by so untutored a race, will not fail to exciie 
a certain degree of regret, that the first social princi- 
ciples, teaching mutual support and universal bene- 
volence, should so frequently, amongst civilized 
people, be sacrificed to suspicion, jealousy, and 
distrust. These sentiments had undoubtedly yevy 
strongly operated against us on a recent occasion i 
but had the gentleman, to whose assistance we 
appealed, but rightly considered our peculiar situation, 
he must have been convinced there could not have 
existed a necessity for the unkind treatment he was 
pleased to offer to our little squadron , and he would 
have spared me at this moment the unwelcome' 
task of making this comparison, by which the 
world will perceive wliat I must have felt upon tha^ 
occasion. i 

*' The Daedalus being ready to depart for Port 
Jackson, Lieutenant Hanson, on Saturday the 8th 
February, received his orders from me for that pur- 
pose, together with a copy of our survey of the coast 
of New Albion, southward from Monterrey 5 and 
such dispatches for government as I thought proper 
to transmit by this conveyance, to the care of the 
commanding officer at that port. Some plants of the 
bread firutt were also put on board, in order that Mr. 
Hanson, in his way to New South Wales, should en- 
deavour, in the event of his visiting Norfolk island, 
to introduce there that most valuable production of 
the vegetable kingdom.** 

Sqme soleom religious rites being now to t^e 
placei Capt. V. says : 

'' I bad firequently expressed to Tamaahmaah a 
desire of being present on some of these occasions 1 
and he now informed me that he had obtained^r me 
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the consent of the priests, provided I would, during 
the continuance of the interdiction, attend to all the 
restrictions which their religion demanded. 

" Having readily promised to comply with this 
condition, I was, with some degree of tbrmality, 
visited by several of the principals of their religious 
order, one c^ whom was distinguished by the appella-> 
tion of'Eakooa no Tamaahmaah; meaning the god 
of Tamaahmaah. This priest had been one of our 
frequent attendants, notwithstanding 'which, he was^ 
on this occasion, detected in stealing a knife ; for 
which ofience he was immediately dismissed from our 
party, and excluded from the precincts of our en* 
campment. 

*' The restraints imposed consisted chiefly in four 
particulars : first, a total seclusion from the company 
of women ) secondly^ partaking of no food but such 
as was previously consecrated ; thirdly, being con- 
fined to the land, and not being afloat or wet with 
aea water ; and fourthly, not receiving or even toucb* 
ing, the most trivial article from any one, who had not 
attended the ceremonies at the morai> 

'' These restrictions were considered necessary to 
be .observed by the whole of our party resident on 
shore -, and about sun«set we attended the summons 
of the king at the morai, who was there officiating 
as high priest, attended by sotne of the principal resi* 
dents of their religious orders, chanting an iuTocation 
to the setting-sun. Their prayers seemed to have 
some regularity atkl form, and they did not omit to 
pray for the welfare of his Britannic Majesty, and 
our ^fe and happy return to our native country. 
A certain degree of order was perceptible through- 
out these ceremonies, accompanied by many super- 
stitious and inysteriofis formalities ) amongst wbichj 
a very principal one was performed about the dawn 
of day. At chis time tiie nxMt profound silence was 
required of every creatupe within hearing of diis 
saored ]flM8. The kmg Ifaea repeated ^ prayer in a 
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low tone of voice with the greatest solemnity, and 
in the middle of it took up a live pig tied by the legs, 
and with one effort dashed it to death against the 
ground ; an oj)eration' which nau^t be performed with- 
out the smallest interruption or cry from the victim, 
or without the prevailing silence being broken by any 
noise whatsoever, though of the most trivial kind. 
This part of the service is supposed to announce their* 
being on terms of friendship with the gods, on which 
the further cerenwnies were carried into execution. 
A number of hogs, plantations, and cocoa-nuts, were 
then consecrated for the principal chiefs and priests; 
the more common productions, such as fish, turtle, 
fowls, dogs, and the several esculent roots, that 
compose their food during the intervals between these 
more sacred taboos, were not now served up, but 
for the first time since our arrival, they fared 
sumptuously on those more delicious articles. The 
intermediate day, Thursday the 13th, and the second 
night, were passed in prayer, during which we found 
no difficulty in complying with the prescribed regula- 
tions ; and soon dfter the sun rose on Friday the 14th, 
we were absolved from any further attention to their 
sacred injunctions. 

" Most of our Indian friends returned to our party 
the following day ; and as we all now fed alike oa 
consecrated pork, they were enabled to be infinitely 
more sociable. Our mode of cookery was generally 
preferred, as far as related to the dressing of fish, 
flesh, or fowls; but with respect to roots and the 
bread fruit.they certainly preserved a superiority. 

*' Tahowmotoo was amongst the most constant of 
our guests 5 but his daughter, the disgraced queen, 
seldom visited our side of the bay. I was however 
not ignorant of her anxious desire for a reconciliation 
with Tatwaahmaah J nor was the same wish to be 
misunderstood in the conduct and behaviour of the 
king, in whose good opinion and confidence I had 
now acquired such 3 predomiiiancy^ that I becaoiQ 
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acquainted with his most secret inci'mations and ap- 
prehensions. His unshaken attachment and unaltered 
aftection for Tahowmannoo, was confessed with a 
sort of internal self-conviction of her innocence. He 
acknowledged with great candour, that his own 
conduct had not been exactly such as warranted 
his having insisted upon a separation from his queen ; 
that although it could not authorize, it in some 
measure pleaded in excuse for her infidelity ; and, 
for his own, he alleged, that his high rank and 
supreme autliority was a sort of licence for such in- 
dulgences. 

** An accommodation was urged in the strongest 
terms by the queen's relations. To effect this desir- 
able purpose, my interference was frequently solicited 
by them -, the king also acknowledged that he would 
be happy through my interference lo compromise 
this unfortunate breach, but he would oju no account 
consent that it should appear that he had been privy 
to the business, or that it had been by hit desire that 
a negotiation had been undertaken for this purpose, 
but that the whole should have the appearance of be- 
ing purely the result of accident. 

" To this end it was determined, that I should 
invite the queen, with several of her relations and 
friends, on board the Discovery, for the purpose of 
presenting them with some tokens of my friendship 
and regard j and that, whilst thus employed, our 
conversation should be directed to ascertain, whether 
an accommodation was still an object desired. That 
on this appearing to be the general wish, Tamaah- 
' maah would instantly repair on board in a hasty man- 
ner, as if he had something extraordinary to commu- 
nicate ; that 1 should appear to rejoice at this acci- 
dental meeting, and by instantly uniting their hands, 
bring the reconciliation to pass without the least 
discussion or explanation on either side. But from 
his extreme solicitude lest he should in any degree be 
suspected of being concerned in this previous arrange- 
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ment^ a difficulty arose how to make him acquainted 
mth the result of the proposed conversation on board, 
wbtch could not be permitted by a verbal message j at 
leagtli, after some, thought, he took, up two pieces of 
paper, and of his own accord made certs^in marks with 
8 pencil on each of them, and then delivered them to 
me. The difference of these marks he could well 
recollect ; the one was to indicate, that the result of 
my inquiries was agreeable to his wishes, and the 
other that it was tlie contrary. In the event of my 
makmg use of the former, he proposed that it should 
not be sent on shore secretly, but in an open and de- 
clared manner, and by way of a joke, as a present to 
his Owhyhean majesty. The natural gaiety of dis- 
position which generally prevails amongst these 
islanders, would render this supposed disappointment 
of the king a subject for mirth, would in some degree 
prepare the company for his visit, and completely do 
away €very idea of its being the effect of a precon- 
certed measure. 

" This plan was accordingly carried into execution 
on the following Monday. Whilst the qiieen and 
her party, totally ignorant of the contrivance, were 
receiving the compliments I had intended them, 
their good humour and pleasantry were infinitely 
heightened by die jest I proposed to pass upon the 
kii^, in sending him a piece of paper only, .carefully 
wrapped up in sonne cloith of their own manufacture, 
accompanied by a message ; importing^ that as I was 
then in the act of distributing favoura to my Owhy- 
hean friends, I had not been unmindful of his ma- 
jesty. '' Tamaahmaah no sooner received the sum- 
mons, than he hastened on board, and with his 
usual vivacity exclaimed, before he made his appear* 
aoce, that he was cosie to thank me for the present 
IJaad sent him, and for my goodness ifn not having for-r 
gotten him on this occa»on. This was heard by every 
one in ther»bio bdfere he etsteiied : and all seedoi^d tQ 
^nki^ tiie ^ke oausept die poor iqui^ir, who appea|^ 

I5E3 
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to be much agitated at the idea of being again in his 
presence . The instant he sa w^ her his countenance ex.* 
pressed great surprize, he became immediately silent, 
and attempted to retire j but having posted myself for 
the especial purpose of preventing his departure, I 
caught his hand, and joining jt with the queen's, their 
reconciliation was instaptly completed. This was 
fully demonstrated, not only by the tears that involuii- 
tA-ily stole down the cheeks of both as they embraced 
each other, and mutually expressed the satisfaction 
they experienced ; but by the behaviour of every in- 
dividual present, whose feelings on the occasion were 
not to be repressed j whilst their sensibility testified 
the happiness which this apparently fortuitous event 
had produced. 

f A short pause, produced by an event so unex- 
pected, was succeeded by the sort of good humour 
that such a happy circumstance would naturally in- 
spire ; the conversation soon became general, cheer- 
ful, and lively, in which th6 artifice imagined to have 
been imposed upon the king bore no small share. A 
little refrts'Hnent from a few glasses of wine concluded 
the scene of this successful meeting. 

" After the queen had acknowledged in the most 
grateful terms the weighty obligations she felt for my 
services ou this occasion, I was surprized by her saying, 
just as we were all preparing to go on shore, that she 
had still a very great favour to request; which was 
that I should obtain from Tamaahmaah a solemn pro- 
raise, that on her return to his habitation he would 
not beat her. The great cordiality with which the 
reconciliation had taken place, and the happiness that 
each of them had continued to express in consequence 
of it, led me at first to consider this intreaty of the 
queen^s as a matter of jeit only ; but in this I was 
mistaken, for notwithstanding that Tamaahmaah rea- 
dily compiled with my solicitation, and assured me 
nothing of the kind should take place, yet Tahow« 
mannoo would not be satisfied without my accompany- 
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ing them home to the royal residence, where I had 
the pleasure of seeing her restored to all her former 
honours and privileges, highly to the satisfaction of all 
the king's friends ; but to the utter mortification of 
those, who, by their scandalous reports and misrepre- 
sentations, had been the cause of the unfortunate se- 
paration. 

" The domestic affairs of Tamaahmaah paving thus • 
taken so happy a turn, his mind was more at liberty 
for political considerations ; and the cession of Owhy- 
hee to his Britannic Majesty became now an object 
of his serious concern . On my former visit it had been 
frequently mentioned^ but was at that time disapproved 
of by some of the leading chiefs, who contended, that 
they ought not voluntarily to surrender themselves, or 
acknowledge their sulijectton» to the s^overnment of a 
superior foreign power, without being completely con* 
vinced that such power would protect them against 
the ambitious views of remote or neighbouring ene- 
mies. During our absence this subject had been 
most seriously discussed by the chiefs in the island, 
and the result of their deliberations was, an unani- 
mous opinion, that, in order to obtain the protection 
required, it was important that Tamaahmaah should 
make the surrender in question, formally to me, on- 
the part of his majesty ; that he should acknowledge 
himself and people as subjects of the British crown f ' 
and that they should supplicate that power to guard 
them against any future molestation. 

'* To this act they were greatly stimulated by the 
treatment they had received £om various strangers, by 
whom they had been lately visited. Of some of these 
I was well persuaded they had had too. just cause tq 
complain ; particularly in the fraudulent and deceitful 
manner in which the traffic with the natives had been 
conducted. 

'' Under a conviction of the importance of these 
islands to Great Britain^ in the event of an exteni»io;ii 
of lier commerce over the Pacific Ocean, and in i'^.- 
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turn for Hie essential services we h^d derived fram 
the, cscelient productions of the country, ami the . 
ready assistance of its inhabitants, I lost bo opportunity 
for encouraging their friendly disposition towards us« 
and on a due cuttsid;eration of all circumstances, I felt 
k to be an inctimbent duty to accept, for the crown of 
-►Great Britain, the proffered cession -, and I had there«- 
ibre stipulated that it should be made in the most une- 
quivocal and public rasi&mr. For this purpose all the 
principal chiefs had been summoned from the ditfe<- 
itot parts of the island, and most of them had long 
ikiee amv«d in our neighbourhcx)d. They had all be- 
come extrem^y well satisfied with the. treatment they 
had received from m. They seemed iti a great mea- 
sure to cmbprehend the nature of our eoaployment^ 
and made very gro]^r distinctions between our little 
sqioadroD, and the traditig vessels by which they had 
been so frequently visited ; that these were engaged 
in pursuits fol: tbe private emoluraent of the indivi- 
duals concerned) whilst those under my command 
acted under the tfothority of a benevolent monarchy 
whose chief oii^ect in iSienditig us amongst them was 
to tend^ them more p^aceabte in their intercdurse 
with ead) oth^r ; to furnish them with such things as 
could contribute vo make them a happier people -, and 
to afford them an opportunity of becoming more re- 
spectable in the efes of foreign visitors. 

"These people had already become acquainted 
with four commercial nations of the civilized world j 
gad had kfcesn ^ven to underHand, that several others 
similar m kiiowliedge and in power existed in those 
^istaftt regiom fe^om whenee the«e had coaie. Thi» 
Jfnfcrraation s«ggeM»d, the apprehension, that the 
l^riod m^s «tot ^my r«*fcfte Svbeti ^ey flSigiit be com* 
^M \o sttbmk K6 the authority <f( Bott» one of these 
superior powers; and under that impression, isbepr 
m tk}t ft€»itfltfe to ft&fyc the Ertglirt^ wii© bad beea 
tfe'eit IkTfit anfl dohrfTal^ visitors/' 

<^' Some liHte Mttf md ^Mciaikf, iiiii<ttvar> arose 
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as to the formal surrender from the absence of two 
Ciiiefs^ Commanow^ who from local circumstances 
could not quit his government^ and Tamaahmotoo, 
Chief of Koarra^ the person who iiad captured the- . 
Fair American schooner, of whom Captain Van* 
couver was not ambitious to have much acquaint- 
ance ^ but after his concessions and contributions, 
with a solemn promise of his and his people's ami- 
cable and peaceful conduct, it was thought prudent to 
receive him to the conference. 

" Our first salutation being over, he caught the 
earliest opportunity to offer an apology for the offence 
that had so justly kept us strangers to each other. 
He complained of having been very ill treated by the 
crews of some vessels that had visited To^aigh bay, 
and particularly of his having been beaten by Mr. 
Metcalf, commanding the Eleonora, at the time 
when his son, who afterwards had the' command of 
the Fair American, was on board the former vessel j 
and alleged, that the indignities he then received 
had stimulated him to have recourse to the savage 
barbarity, before recited, towards the younger Mr, 
Metcalf and his people, by a sentiment of resent- 
ment and revenge; but that he entertained DO such 
wicked designs against any one else; and that his 
future behaviour, and that of. his dependants, would 
con£rm*the truth of the protestations he then made. 
After calling upon the several chiefs to vouch for the 
sincerity of his intentions, and making every con- 
cession that could be expected of him for bis lato 
unpardonable conduct, his apprehensions seemed to 
subside, as his friends appeared to give him credit for 
his assertions, and came forward as sureaes for tht^ 
propriety of his future behaviour. 

" This subject having been fully discussed, I shook 
Tamaahmotoo by the hand as a token of my for- 
giveness and reconciliation j and en confirming this 
triendly disposition towards him by presenting him 
with a few useful articles^ approbation and applause 
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were evidently ooarked ia the countenance of every 
one present 

5' By the tirtie this conciliatory interview was at 
an end* the dinner was annbunc^3 and as our con- 
cecrdted pork was exhausted^ Tamaahosaah had taken 
care to provide such a repast, consisting of dogs^ fisbi 
fowls, and vegetables, as was suitable to the keen 
appetites of our numerous guests. The day was de- 
voted to nairlh and festivity j and the king, Terry-my^ 
tee, Tahowmotoo, Tianna^ and indeed, all our old 
acquaintances, took their wine and grog with great 
cheerfulness, and in their J6kes did not spare our 
new visitor Tamaahmbtoo, for his aukwardness and 
ungraceful manners at table. 

*' The glass went freely round after dinner 5 and 
as this ceremony was completely within the reach of 
Tamaahmotoo's imitation, he was anxious to excel in 
this accomplfshment, by drinking with less reserve 
than any one at table. I thought it proper to remind 
h'ltn, that as be was not in the habit of drinking spi- 
rituous liquors like Tamaahmaah and the, other chie£i 
present, it was necessary he should be upon hh 
guard, lest the wine and grog should disagree with 
himj but as his spints became exhilarated he be-* 
came less attentive to these admonitions, until tha 
operation of the liquors obliged him to retire. In 
this state it is not possible to im^ine a countenance 
more exprestiive of indignation or of savage barbarity 
and resentment; his eyes were fixed on me as he was 
carried out q£ the marquee, wliilst his tongue, no 
longer confined within his lips, indistinctly uttered 
^ttoou-anni, signifying that I had poisoned him ; and 
iome present, even of our old acquaintance, seemed 
to be a little concerned for his safety. The king, 
however, laughed at their apprehension, and explain^ 
ed to them the cause of Tamaahmotoo's indisposition, 
which, by the assistance of a little warm water, was 
almost instantly recovered, and he rejoined our party, 
to 'the great leotertfiinmeBt and diversion of hU 



tOVIfO THE WCMRLB. t39 

iduntrymen, who, were, still very pleasantly regaling 
themselves^ and in the perfect enjoyment of each 
other's society. 

" In the front q€ the marquee, seated on the 
ground, were two or three of Tamaahraotoo's most 
confidential friends and constant attendants. The be-* 
haviour of these people, on their master being taken 
from table, suddenly changed, from the most un- 
reserved vivaciry to a suspicious silence j their eyes 
sparkled, and their counti^nances were expressive of 
distrust and resentment; one of them in particular, 
who I had not observed before to be armed, had with 
him a dagger> made out of the broad part of an iron 
spiti which be handled with great agitation, and seem- 
ed to be more than lialf inclined Co make use of it, to 
gratify jthe revenge that was struggling within his 
breast. This man contended, in a sfcnart conversation 
with Tamaahmaabj that Tamaahmotoo had been 
given a different bottle to drink out of from the rest 
of the company > but on the king and other persona 
drinking some wine from the same bottle, he be<* 
canoe pacified ; and the recovery of the intoxicated 
cfai^ completely did away his suspicions of our hav" 
ing entertained towards his masler any unfavourable 
intentions. 

** The convocation of the pripcipal chiefs of tho 
island by the royal mandate, failed not to assemble 
at the same time most of the persons of consequence 
of both sexes, who took up their residence in our 
Imipediate neighbourhood -, which became so popu^ 
lous, that there was scarcely a place where a" tem- 
porary habitation could be erected that remained unJ 
occupied, especially in the vicinity of the two prin- 
cipal villages of Kakooa and Kowrowa. 'rheii: 
numbers amounted now to several thousands, whose 
cheerful good humour, eagerness to oblige, and or-^ 
deily behaviour, could not be surpassed by the in- 
habitants of the most civilized country* The days 
poesed pleasantly- to those who deyottd them to ia« 
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nocent amusements, and profitablj to others tvbo 
were engaged in bartering away the merchandize 
they had brought to exchange for our more valnable 
commodities J whilst' those of our society who ex- 
tended their recreation on shore beyond the limits 
of the bay, were received with the greatest hospita- 
lity, and entertained with the general amusements of 
tlie country 5 which rendered these excursions not 
less interesting than contributory to health. 

" The evenings were general!/ closed with sing- 
ing and dancing, and the nights were as quiet as the 
most orderly towns in Europe ; though it was a late 
hour most commonly before they retired to rest. 
The space between sun-set and that time was cm- 
ployed by some parties in social conversation, and by 
others at various games of chance j and I did not ob- 
serve a single instance in which these were conducted, 
even by the losers^ but with the greatest temper and 
good humour. 

" Desirous of being constantly upon the spot, lest 
any untoward circumstance should arise to interrupt 
the happiness we enjoyed, my excursions were con- 
£ned tu a small distance from our encampment. 
This however did not preclude my attending some of 
their evening amusements in our neighbourhood. A t 
one of which, in particular, 1 was very well enter- 
tained. 

" This was a performance by a single yotmg wo- 
man of the name of Puckoo, whose person and man- 
ners were both very agreeable. Her dress, notwith- 
standing the heat of the weather, consisted of an 
immense quantity of thin cloth, which was wound 
round her waist, and extended as low as her knees. 
This was plaited in such a manner as to give a pretty 
#fiect to the variegated pattern of the doth ) and was 
othervi(ise disposed with great taste^ Her head aind 
neck were decorated with wreaths of black, red, and 
yellow feathers 3 but, excepting these, she wcnne no 
dress from the Waist upwi^rds. Her audes^ and 
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nearly half way up her legs, were decorated \«ith se- 
veral folds of cloth, widening upwards, so that the 
upper parts extended froni the leg at least four inches 
all round; this was encompassed by a piece of net 
work, wrought very close, from the meshes of which 
were hung the small teeth ofdogs> giving this part of 
her dress the jippearence of an ornamented fiinnel. 
On her wrists she wore bracelets made of the tusks 
from the largest hogs. These were highly polished 
and fixed close together in a ring, the concave sides 
of the tusks being outwards j and their ends reduced 
to an uniform length, curving naturally each way 
from the centre, were by no means destitute of or- 
namental effect, 

" Thus equipped^ her appearance on thie stage, be- 
fore she uttered a single word, excited considerable 
applause from the numerous spectators, who observed 
the greatest good order and decorum. In her per- 
formance, which was in the open air, she was ac- 
companied by. two men, who were seated on the 
ground in the character of musicians. Their instru- 
ments were both alike, and were made of the out- 
sides or shells of large gourds, open at the top j the 
lower ends ground perfectly flat, and as thin as pos- 
sible, without endangering their splittkng. These 
were struck on the ground, covered with a small 
quantity of dried grass, and in the interval betweeu 
each stroke, they beat with their hands and fingers 
on the sides of these instruments, to accompany their 
Tocal eKertionSj which, with the various motions o:f 
their hands and body, and the -vivacity of their coun- 
tenances, plainly demonstrated the interest they bad, 
jiot only in excelling in their own parts, but also in 
the applause which the lady acquired by her per* 
formance, advancing or retreating from the musiciaoi 
•a few short steps in various directions, as the nature 
of the subject, and the numerous gestures and 
motions > of her person demanded. Her speech, (^ 
. po^m> was :flrst began ifi a slow, and somewhat so* 

VOYAOKS, VOL. XIX» P t _ 



B26 CAPTAXW ▼AN^OVTRJI'S VOYAGE 

lonia fDafiner^ and gradually becianae enefgetk, pro« 
bably as tlie subject malfeer became interesting i mitil 
«t ]engtb» like a true ACtrcsa, the liveliness of Iier 
Imagination produced » vociferous oration^ accom- 
panied by violent emotions. These were received 
Vitb .shouts of great applause; and although we were 
Qot sufficiently acquainled with the language to com* 
pnehend the subject, yet we could nut help being 
f leased in a high dej^rec with the performance. The 
ioiisic and ringing was by no means discordatit or 
linplea^iJ^; many of the actions seemed to be well 
i^i^tedrj and the attitudes exhibited both taste and 
ei^aaoe. Ihe satistaction we derived at this public 
entertainment^ was greatly increased \fy the respectful 
Inception -vr^ met fcom all pities, as well performers 
•$ spectators, ycho appeared to be infinitely more de- 
KfhWd by our pls^iidit^i than by the liberal donations 
which we mad^ on the occasion. 

*' These amuueiaents had hitherto been confined to 
ii9:h limited perforQ»a»ces> but tliis afternoon was to 
be d«d»calied to OQ0 of a more splendid nature^ iu 
vrhick ftotsie ladies of consequence, attendants on the 
cflwrt af Taiaaahmaah, were to perform the principal 
{MiKls^ Qreat paUis had beeii takei^ and they had 
gone thrci^igli usanor private i^ehearssdsi in order that 
Umi exiliibition Uiis evenii^ (night be worthy of the 
ffttblie aitontioi>3 on the cpnclusioa of which 1 pur- 
posed bf a display of fiFO^ works, to ma.ke a return 
for the ooterui&mcnt iU»fi had altbrded us. 

*' i^»b^»at ftitur o'clqekj W49w«remforxaed it was time 
toatleodfe&m fQyal dames; their thqatfe^ or rather 
pla^iof e9^h*^Hipi>» waa about a mile to the south* 
inr^d 0f 9ur H»^^ \n ftsfDaUsquarei sHir^uoded bj 
Immsqs And sbtilterad; by. tr«<9; a siiii^li»li at w^U 
€ho^^ii lor t^Q pirfof mau««] as to the itc^mxBof^ 
lion «f tho^spoatatof*! who» oik a o^oderaie €Ofiipa« 
(aUo% 0O11I4 n^f. bii ajErtiaiat<tti Si%M^' tbau.l^iiur thou^ 
«Mndi of allriiiks and defi8i^ipUHp^:4f l^ii^oQB. 

< ' A difftH^^a. tiv f^n^ of dfoss liad bdeil oba f t % e 
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m the audience at tlie former entertainraent, bat oft 
this occasion eveiy one shone forth ifi tbe best ap- 
parel that could be procured; those who hgd beetx 
successful in their commercial transactions with tiSj 
did not fail to appear in the best attire they had pro- 
cured; and such as were destitute of European ar- 
ticles, had exerted their genius to substitute the' 
manufacture and productions of their own country 
«n ti;& most fashionable and advantageous manner. 
Feathered rufls, and gartering tape in wreaths, adorn^ 
ed the ladies* heads, and were als<) worn as neck^ 
laces; red cloth, printed linen, or that of their owft 
manufacture, constituted the lower garment, which 
extendecl from the waist to the kneed. The meft 
likewise kad put on their best maros; so that the 
whole presented a veiy gay and lii'dy spectacle. 

'' Oh our arrrval, some of our friends were pleased 
to be « little joeokr with iiwr appearanee at so un- 
£ishionable an hour, having ^om^ much too' early 
for ^he representation ; but as we vere admitted into 
the ^reM room amoogM ike performers, out tinie 
was not unpleasantly engaged. The dress of the a^- 
iresses was something Kke ihftt tvom by Fackoo, 
though made of superior materials, and disposed with 
more taste and elegance. A very considerable quan- 
tity of their finest cloth was prepared for the occa« 
sion ; of this their lower garment was fornaed, which 
extended from tlieir waist half way down their fegs, 
and was so plaited as to appear very much like a hocij) 
petticoat. Tliis seemed the most di^cult part of their 
dress to adjust, for Tamaahmaah, who was consider* 
ed to be a profound critic, was freqtiently appealed 
to by the women, and his dveetions ^cre tmplieitly 
followed in many little alterations. Instead of tbte 
ornaments of cloth and net- Work decorated with 
dogs' teeth, these ladies had each a green wreath 
made of a kind of bind weed, twisted together in dif- 
ferent parts like a rope, A^^hich was wound round 
' from the ankle, nearly to th6 Lower part of the pet- 
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ticoat. On their wrists they wore no bracelets nor 
other ornaments, but across their necks and shoulders 
were green sashes, very nicely made with the broad 
leaves ot the tree, a plant that produces a very lus- 
cious sweet root, the size of ^ yam. This part of 
their 'drt'ss was put on the last by each 6f the ac- 
tresses; and the party being now fully attired, the 
king and queen, who had be<jn present the whole 
time of their dressing, were obliged to withdraw, 
greatly to the mortification of the latter, who would 
gladly have taken her part as a performer, in which 
she was renuted to excel very highly. But the royal 
pair were compelled to retire, even from the exhibl* 
tion, as they are prohibited by law from attending 
$uch amusements, excepting on the festival of the 
new year. Indeed, the performance of this day was 
contrary to the established rules of the island, but 
being intended as a compliment to us, the innovaticm 
was admitted* 

" As their majesties withdrew, the ladies of ranK, 
and the principal chiefs, began to make their ap- 
pearance. The reception of the former by the mul- 
titude was marked by a degree of respect that I bad 
not before seen amongst apy irihabitdnts of the coun- 
tries, in the Pacific Ocean. The audience assembled 
at this time were standing in rows from fifteen to 
twenty feet deep, so closer as to touch each other ; 
but these ladies no sooner approached their rejr, in 
any accidental direction^ than a passage, was instantly 
made for them and their attendants to pass through in 
the most commodious manner to their respective sta- 
tions, where they seated themselves on the ground, 
which was covered with mats, in the most advanta- 
g^us situation for seeing and hearing the performers. 
JMost of these ladies were of a corpulent form, which, 
assisted by their stately gait, the dignity with which 
they moved, and the number of their pages, who fol-? 
lowed with fans to court the refreshing breeze, or 
with flyflaps to disperse the oifending inseqtSj aa-r 
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noupced their cpnseqiiepce as the wives, ^^VgMer?, 
sisters, or other near relations of the principal jphjf &» 
who however experien€e4 bo suph piarj^s pf re^ct 
or attention themselves, being oblige tp ma^<} wpif 
waj through the ^pectatof^ j^ thp oest pann^r tjiiar 
ivere able. - / 

*' The time devdted to the decoration of |he ^p- 
tresses extended beyond the limits of the quik pa- 
tience of the audience^ who exclaimed two or thi'Q<B 
times, from ^11 jqiiarters, * Hoorah, hoor^ti, pog- 
iieaiee,* signifying, that it woold be dark and blac|i: 
night before the performance would begin. But t)^ 
audience here, like similar ones in other (!rountr{ei$, 
attending with. a pre-disposition to b^ pleased, was 
in good humour, and was easily appeased, by the a^- 
dress of our faithful and d/cvoted friend Try whookee, 
who was the conductor of the cerempoies, apd sojj^ 
manager on this occasion. He came /prward, and 
apologized by a speech that produced a general laugh, 
and causing the music tp begin, we heard ;)o furthiM: 
murmurs. 

'* The baiid consisted af five men, all standing up, 
each with a hlohly-polisbed wooden spear in the lett, 
and a small piece of the same material, eqtwlly we)l 
finished, in the right hand ; with this (Jl^ey jbeat pn 
the spear, as an accompciniment to tjieir voice? iji 
songs, that v.aned both as to time and measure, 
especially the latter 5 yet their voices and the sounqs 
produced from their rude instruments, which differed 
according to ihe place on which the tapering spear 
was strucki appeared to accord very well. Havixjg 
engaged us a short time in this vocal performance, 
tbe court ladies made tlieir appearance, Bi)d w/ere re- 
ceived y/ith shouts of the jgreateik .applause. T^he 
mvvsicia^is retired a few paces, and djp actresses took 
tfcwir station before therti. 

" The hf?roiiie of the piece, which Consisted of 
four p:rrts or acts, had pnce shared the gfiectipn^ and 
embraces otT;tmaahmaah, but was now married to 
¥ f3 
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an inferior chief, whose occupation in the household 
was that of the charge of the fang's apparel. This 
lady was distinguished by a green wrcatli round the 
crown of the headj next to her was the captive 
daughter ofTiteereej the third a younger sister to 
the queen, the wife of Cryman^ahoo, who being of 
the most exalted rank stood in the middle. On each 
side of these were two of inferior quality, making in 
all stven actresses. They drew themselves up in a 
line fronting that side of the square that was occupi- 
ed by the ladies of quality and the chiefs, lliese 
, were completely detached from the populate, not by 
any partition, but, as it were, by the respectful con- 
sent of the lower orders of the assembly; not one 
of which trespassed or produced the least incon- 
venience. 

*' This representation, like that before attempted 
to be described, was a compound of speaking and 
singing ; the subject of which was enforced by ap- 
propriate gestures and actions. The piece was in 
bonour of a captive princess, whose name was Cry- 
cowculleneaow j and on her name being pronounced, 
every one present, men as well as women, who wore 
any ornaments above their waist, were obliged to take 
them off^ though the captive lady was at least sixty miles 
distant. This mark of respect was unobserved b) the 
actresses whilst engaged in the performance ; but the 
instant any one^at down, or at the close of the act« 
they were also obliged to comply with this mysterious 
ceremony. 

** The variety of attitudes into which these women 
threw themselves, with the rapidity of their action, 
resembled no amusement in any other part of the 
world within my knowledge, by a comparison with 
~ which I might be enabled to convey some idea of the 
stage effect this produced, particularly in the three 
first parts, in which there appeared much correspond- 
ence and harmony between the tone of their voices, 
and the display of their limbs. One or two of the 
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performers being not quiteieo perfect as the rest, af- 
forded us an opportunity of exercising our judgment 
by comparison ; and it must be confessed, that the 
ladies who most excelled, exjiibited a degree of grace- 
ful action, for the attainment of which it is difficult to 
account. ' * ' . 

*' In each of these first parts, the songs, attitudes, 
and actions, appeared to me of greater variety than I 
had before noticed amongst the people of the great 
Souih Sea iiat.on, on any former occasion. The 
whole, though I am unequal to its description, was 
suppc^ried with a wonderful degree of spirit and viva- 
city; so much, indeed, that some of their exertions 
were made with such a degree of agitating violence, 
as seemed to carry the performers beyond what their 
strength was able to sustain 5 and had the perform- 
ance finished with the third act, we should have re- 
tired from their theatre, with a much higher idea of 
the moral tendency ot their drama, than was conveyed 
by the offensive, libidinous scene, exhibited by the 
ladies in the concluding part. The language of the 
song, no doubt, corresponded with the obscenity of 
their actions j which were .carried to a degree of 
extravagance that was calculated to produce nothing 
but disgust, even in the most licentious. 

" This hooarah occupied about an hour, and con- 
cluded with the descending sun, it being contrary to 
law that such representations should continue after 
that time of day. The spectators instantly retired 
in the most orderly manner, and dispersed in the 
greatest good humour 5 apparently highly delighted 
with the entertainment they bad received. But as 
the gratification I had promised on thi§ occasion re* 
quired the absence of light, and could not be exhi- 
bited to advantage until a late hour, the multitude were 
permitted to re-assemble in our neighbourhood soon 
afterwards for this purpose. 

*' Our exhibition commenced about seven in thtf 
eveniog^ and as we still possessed a considerable va« 
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riety cf fire»-wi:>rks, in a tolerably good state of pre- 
servation, aa am|4e assortment was provided j and on 
being thrown off, they produced from the expecting 
ro«ltiuide^ saeh iiccl«fflatioB« of surrprizc and admi- 
rtttioii froin^ flll ej-narters, a? may be easily Imagined to 
arise from the feelings of persons totally unacquainted 
wkfe objects ef stich an^ extraordinary nature. 1 a- 
Hiaabmaah fired the two first rockets; but there 
were only one or two of the chiefe who had courage 
9«tficient to follow his example ^ and it was observed 
amongst those who were near us at the time, that in 
these apprelieo^ion was mcure predominant than plea- 
sure. The whole concluded with some exc^ent 
Bengal lights, which, illuminating the neighbourhood 
to a great dtstanee, almost equal to the return of day, 
seemed to produce more general satisfaction than the 
ppecedii4g part of the exhibition ; and on its being an- 
aeufieed, that the light was »hown to conduct them 
safely to their respective habitarions, the crowd re- 
tired ; and in the space ot* half an hour, the usual 
stillness of th.e night was «o Completely restored, that 
it would rather have been imagined there had not 
been a single stranger in our neiglibourhood, than 
fjiat tl\eusand« had so recently departed. 

** The building ©f.Tamaahmaah's vessel was now 
so htr adv5nced, that I considered its completjoo an 
easy task for his people to perform under the direction 
of Boid, who rami probably had, by his attention to 
oor carpenters, added some inf(Kmation to his former 
knowledge in fl*vip-<wildVng. Her- frame was com* 
pietel^ lixed> and sA\ ihut remained tu be jdone was 
some -part of die pknking, and fitting np hei* inside 
8O0(H*ding to the taste and fancy of Tainaahmaah. 
Ha^mg no dovibt %ut all this wotiid be efiected with 
littie ditfiotttty by themselves, on Saturday the^*2J, 
our earpesiiers w?e» ofdcned -to t^eptivr on bo:«-d with 
their tools. Besides the a^»itance i hati alfijrdecl in 
baildi-ngthc hM ef'tk^viefi^l, I hvtel ftirnirihed Ta- 
matluunajli WFth 'jAl the iron wor<k >he wou4d ^tifi-{\er 
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require ; oakum and pitch for caulking, proper masts, 
and a set of schooner sails, with canvas, needles, 
and twine to repair them hereafter. With respect to 
cordage, they had a sutficiency of their own manufac- 
ture tor her rigging, schooner fashion, and every 
other necessar)'^ purpose. 

•* Tamaahmaah was exceedingly wfell pleased, and 
thankful for our exertions ; and it was extremely 
gratifying to my feelings to reflect, that such valuable 
opportunities should have otfered for bestowing this 
gratification upon the king, and many essential bene- 
fits upon his people; all of whom were now well 
convinced, that these sufxjrior advantages were only 
to be obtained by the constant exerciJie of the same 
honesty and civility by which ihebe had been secured 
to them on the present occasion. 

*• On the evening of Sunday the 23d, agreeably to 
my promise, I accompanied Tamaahmaah to the mo-p 
rai, and submitted to ail the forms, regulations, and 
restrictions of the taboo. "The ceremonies were si- 
milar to those I had before observed, though they 
were more concise, less formal, and attended by 
fewer persons. 

** 1 was not on this, as on the former occasion, 
purely an idle spectator -, but was in some degree one 
of the actors. Whilst in the morning the principal 
ceremonies and prayers were performing, I was called 
upon to give my opinion on several matters that were 
agitated at one time by the king, and at others by the 
principal priests.. Amongst these was the propriety 
of their remaining at peace, or making war against 
the other islands t The cession of the island ; and 
* if, by iliat voluntary measure, they would be consi- 
dered as the subjects of Great Britain ? Under this 
impression, in what manner (Hight they to conduct 
themselves towards all strangers, as well those who 
might visit them froin c.vilized nations, -as the inha*- 
bitanis of the neighbouring islands ? With these, 
and some other questions of less importance^ I was 
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¥ef3r sefiofusly interrogated j and I made such answers 
to each as was oomisteiu with my awn Mtuation, and, 
4s I considered, were most likely to tend in future to 
their happiness and tranquillityi. 

** I was not prohibited, in my torn, from ofRjring 
|ny suggestions, or deman<£ng tbeir attention to my 
l'e<|aisition5. Anxious lest the object I had so long 
bad in view should hfereafter be defeated, namely, 
♦hat of establlshmg a 'breed of sheep, cattle, and other 
£in'0pean animals ip these islands, which, with so 
much difficulty, trouble, aod concera, I had at length 
vueceeded so (bt«s to import in good healUi, and in » 
thriving conation ; I demanded, that they should be 
tabooed for ten years, with a discretionary power in 
4he kifig alone to appropri^ a certain number of the 
males of each species* in case that sex became predo- 
iRiiiiant, to the use of his dwn t9ble ; but that in so 
doing, the won^en should not be precluded partaking 
oftlkem, as the intention of theif being brought to 
^e island^as (or the general use and beiiefit of every 
inhabitant of both sexes, as seeii as their cumbers 
•kottid be $ufBeiemly increased te allow of a gefieral 
distribution amongst the people. This was unani- 
Hiously approved of, and fatthfuHy promised to be 
observed, with one exception only ^ that with respect 
to the meat of these several animak, the women were 
to be put on the same footing as with their dogs and 
fowls ) they were to be allowed to eat of them, but 
hot of the identical animal that men had partaken, 
or of which they were to partake. Much conver- 
sation took place on these difierent subjects, when not 
otherwise engaged in functions of a religious nature j 
ail these ceasing at sun-rise the next morning, I re- 
paired on board, and found every thing in readiness 
^br our departure. 

*' On tbft 25th, at a solemn council; the affair of I be 
cession to Great Britain was fully discussed, in which 
the king shewed himself warmly for the measure. 
After some preliminaries, tlve whole party declared 
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their consent^ by saying, that Uiey were im> longer 
Tat)ata no Owbyhee, (i*c.) the people of Owby bee | 
but Tanatk no Briumnee, (i. e«) the people of liritaiu/ 
This was instantly made known to the. snrroanding 
crowd in their numerous caiioei about the ves^U, 
and tlie same expressions were cheerfuJJy repea&ed 
throughout the attending multitude. 

" Mr. Puget, accompanied by some of the ofBcers, 
immediately went on shore -, there displayed the £ri' 
tif;h colours, and took possession of the island in, hi4 
^Iajesty*s name, in conformity to tlie inclination and 
desire of Tamaahmaah aiKl his subjects. On this ce« 
remony being finished, a salute was fired from the ves- 
sels, after which the fullowing inscription on copper 
was deposited in a very conspicuous place at the royal 
residence : 

*;On the 25th of February, I794, Tamaahmaah^ 
king of Owhyhee, in council with the principal chiefs 
ot the island, assembled on board his Britannic Ma^ 
jesty's sloop Discovery in Karakakooa bay, and in lh« 
presence of George Vancouver, comtnaoder of the 
said sloop. Lieutenant Peter Puget, commander of 
his said Majesty's armed tender the Chatham, and 
the other oncers ot" the Discovery, after due C9Zksi« 
deration, unanimously oeded the said island of Owli^ 
hee to his Britannic Majesty, and aeknowkdfcdi 
themselves to be subj^cs of Chreat Britain^ 

" Such a distribution of useful or orAACMmtd ar« 
tides was now madd to the principal ahidfs, ihfir fs^ 
voarite women, and other aitendants* 39 TatfoAahttimk 
and myself esteemed to b« suitable l» thmr rvspaoiiiif 
ranks and stations on this .ft>tmorabl*f»i8Qa8i<ii|. 

" Thus conclttded the canunonios- Sf coding lli« 
islagd of Qwhyiio* to tbo British cr^wa ; hut wh«tfat| 
tilts a«klitioa to the empinr will e«er b« of a&j idi^K:^ 
aoce to Gneat firitaint «' wlwther tho tuffr^iu^r $t 
the island will ever be attended with any addilt«M|l 
lia{>piul^s$ to tttf p(so(^> imam ckoftamtist ^eMmitxi. 
it IMP, MoUmer^a mtMf tf^mit wtHti wll fcrvm iMy^. 
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that this coDce^ision had not only been voluntaty-^jjut 
general -, that it had not been suggested by a party, 
nor been the wish of a iew^ but the desire of evecy in- 
habitant with whom we hnd any conversation on the 
subject ; most of these having attended the external 
ceremonies, without shewing any other signs* than 
those of perfect approbation ; and the whole business 
having been conducted by the king and his advisers 
with great steadiness, and in the most serious manner, 
left me no doubt of the smcerily of their intentions 
to abide strictly by their eng.igeraent. 

** Nothing now remained to detain us in Kiraka- 
kooa bay, tha memorable spot where Captain C« ok 
unfortunately fell a sacrifice to his undaunted and tn- 
terprising spirit. Notwithstanding it bad, in that me- 
lancholy instance, proved fatal to one of the most il- 
lustrious navigators that the world ever . produced, 
yet to us it had proved an asylum, where the hospi- 
table reception and friendly treatment were such as 
could not have beetv surpassed by the most enlightened 
nation of the earth. The unremitted aiteiiiiou in the 
superior classes, to preserve good order, and insure 
the faithful discharge or every service, undertaken by 
the subordinate description of the people, produced an 
uniform degree of tespect in their deportment, a 

' cheerful obwiience to the comniands they received, 
and a strict observance and conformity to fair and 
honest dealing in all their oommercial intercourse. 
Excepting in the instances of the table-knives, the 
Bcntiners cartridge-box, and a few others of little mo- 
ment, occasioned, very probably, by our want of dis- 
cretion in leaving irresistible temptations in their way, 
Vf'e had little to complain of) and such circumstances 
of this nature as did occur, ought only to be considered 
«s reflections on the particular individmls concern- 
ed, and not as gene,rally characteristic oi the whole 

|>eopie« • .... 

*' As our departure was to take place with the first 

%toee^,fi-AQQi tm jandy Tanvwbyiaafa and to .(^uecij^ 
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unwilling to take leave until the veiy last moment, 
remained on board until near midnight, when they 
departed, with hearts too full to express the sensa- 
tions which the moment of separation produced in 
each 5 with them their honest and judicious counsel- 
-lors Young and Davis returned to the shore. The 
good sense, moderation, and propriety of conduct in 
these men, daily increased their own respectability, 
and augmented the esteem and regard, not ouly of 
the king and all his friends, but even of those who 
were professedly adverse to the existing government, 
and who consequently were at first inimical to their 
interest. ^ 

** As it was a great uncertainty whether we 
should or should not return again to th^se islands, I 
had given these two worthy characters their choice of 
taking their passs^e with me to their native country, 
or of remaining on the island in the same situation, 
which they had so long filled with credit to themselves, 
and with so much satisfaction to the king and the r^st 
of the principal people. After mature consideration, 
they preferred their present way of life, and were 
desirous of continuing at Owhyhee ; observing, that 
being destitute of resources, on their return home, 
(which, however, they spoke of in a way that did 
honor to their hearts and understandings) they must 
be again exposed to the vicissitudes of a life of hard 
labour, for the purpOse of merely acquiring a preca- 
rious supply of the most common necessaries of life, 
objects which, for some years past, had not occa- 
sioned 'them the least concern. Nor was it probable 
that they would be liable hereafter to any sort of in- 
convenience in those respects 5 for, besides the high 
reputation,, and universal good opinion they had ac- 
quired amongst all classes of the inhabitants, they 
were now considered in the light of chiefs, and each 
of ^hem possessed a considerable landed property.-^ 
Here they lived happily, and in the greatest plenty; 
and, to their praise bejt.8pokeo> the jHrincipal pbjoet 

VOL. XIX, ' ' 6 • . 
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tb«y teemed le» haei^e in viaw wa»^ |» corvect^ Iqr 

f eatle fDoans, ibe tiees* and encoftraft, by th» mett 
laiidabk endeayour»y the vii«ac» e# tlMe isUiMleF«^ 
m tbi» QierilorkMAS vndertsfeiB^ ibef had e¥id«ail^ 
mafStc some progress, nod ihefe »!« r eas rtt aMe groue^ 
«o believe^ that, by steadily pqrwBg the same lineflC 
condtKiy it wtU ii) tisae hove » diiia iii6iieiie» OA die 
general cbaraxner ef €h09e peo|>le* iVofn ii» Ih^ w^ 
ceived every dltei^tie» feh«6 oo«kl serve t» raise ibew 
^n the estimation of (he natives ; and s^ch an aason* 
tuent of liis^ul articles for pronraiiDg their coailaita^ 
as it was ID our power tiQ si&¥d. , 

'^ Our faithful shipraate Tereliooa, who, !o the last 
SBoiaeDtf condacted hmself with Uiie greatest late- 
grity aud propriety^ was also left veiy ad^aatagtfttiislir 
Actuated under the protection of the kisg and his eld 
fnaster Kaho^nDotOQ^ with a large assevtoHsat of 
\iseful implements, and onuonental artiolodj and 
^if^ £brinly attaeh^d to ¥c»&g acid Dwvisr t^ whom 
he oonld be very useful, and wl^ badit in dietr powec 
' to serve hhn in fetaro^ bis fttlare pt!Qspe0r ia lilNs^ 
eeemed to have been nmch imi^Qyed by hN» e^fonr^ 
sions in the Discovery, of whid^ hi» seemed very 
ieesihle« and which he gratefully apknowiedgMiw 

" Thus eonoluded ottf transactioiia atOw^yhee» 
H> which we bade adieu about three in the m^r^ing 
«if Monday the dd of M^r^rf^^ veiy highly indehiad 
for eujr seee^on^ and the abttMao^ refteshoMAts 
Ki^e ba*l pre^ii^ed. l^we'esseBktkd4^i|)f(yrtsIshoeid 
hvi» eptertaioed m> douht wa«ild» iQ» futere# tiave 
teeA adaniaUieasii to ail viators whe |bfHdd<:9BdttGt 
lbeMtlve» with eoomais taamesty af»d pffoytp dtra- 
l«llft, had M'd:aot' Mtbebind «s » kaniKKi eC feaegiv- 
do«> tbi^ lu^ fiiited dii^inH iradiiig wjiaehi vel 
^t)sg|iKeiiiir e( diapuiwi with thair aaapMtvn mm- 
mmi^^%, wte hAd tesoMd to thi4 laUiK^eiAQr t£c 
l^otedM^ yenTy •od^r Ameiicw .«r f^trtngiftae 
maXwM. jMitongH Jl^4i» w«a JMf P«iiffiMpM% one 



lo te tfce sobjectA of Great Briiaia, m tiremei aka 
liie fiu^or fiart of the aonrof tbe brig Was6iagto«^ 
ftltimigb Ihe^ ci^kd tbemselyes Amtriotos. iTbeM 
kttar pergQOs, in ibc character of stiievs, amouotsn; 
to till or «eveo m aoiiibar, bad tabjOti up tbcir abodo 
"wiAk ditibnettt cbiitfs of vemm fownr aad coa^icqaence, 
vbo 08te«mad these paopie an ^mai mcqmst^ons, torn 
their knovladge of iii«.-ann8; bot as |io one cf thorn 
eovid iNmflhiee enjr teBtiiiMnkds of tbair ^aner good 
condact^ or even make out a plausible character iar 
bioulaif or his eomradoi. It is siacb to be appre- 
beodsd tbojr xn^ bo the BieasB of craating inte^tia^ 
eooBmolSoBs, bsrineltisgihojiraleu^^ and Ibrtbenng 
tbit aaointioiis views of the baughty cbieftj witli 
wkam abey are rasidatit. Their ntaehinatioBS to ibA 
pfflfodioo of the eaiBting giQwenkvoemt, hmwtvtr, vili 
yrova inefiedoal, unless tbey sbottbl be able to eUids 
ibtt watcb^ attcntioQ of Young and Davis ; airfao are 
both wdl aware of the danger tbey ought to bo jnr»^ 
porod to meet ; and srboae Adelity to Tanw^untob, I 
bad €very reason 4o beUtevoi was not of a nature 
lo^ shaken by tboiiMst ilaM^iiag toni^tiodiB. 

** That these app»bansioQ6 *wesD well fouodad I 
coold aot aniertain the kast doubt -, im soon afteir 
my ani vai ^at OMnhyfae*^ I nfceired^ by Young, a }ettcr 
from Mr. WiiHam Browa, coamianding tfa« Butter* 
arortb of London, complaining baavily of a sioiUar 
set of vagabonds, residiag at Woahoo and at Attosrai, 
aiduy bad, M the latter place^ taken up arms in sup* 
pott of an inferior chief, aga'mst the authority of 
l^aio and Titeciee^ the sovareigns of tliat* island ; 
and bad to far ibrgotten their aUogiaace^ and the ralea 
wbicb bttiManity^ justice, and covmtion honesty pre* 
icxitm^ «s to conceit* mxk the Dstiiires of Attowai, a 

ewa^tlaa oiptertng ^f an Amerkan brig eaU6d fbo 
asieock. Tfais^Nis to havebaeo eHected i)y sGuttlkig 
-ber:«nder waiter, wbieb woald tndsoa the cffwto 
-sii^paioaho bad ipning' a' «<ry bad letdc ; when the.«e 
* I oweaetftMiriatfter-batng battled on shove 
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§ot the pnrpose of saving froin faeras much as possi* 
ble; and when in this simation she would be com- 
pletely in the power, and at the disposal, of the na- 
tives. But, happily for those in the vessel^ althoi:^ 
she was near sinking, in consequence of a hole cut in 
ber counter by some unknown hand, the rest of the 
diabolical scheme was detected before the contriven 
Mad time or opportunity to carry it into execution* 
and by the exertions of the crew the vessel was 
saved. 

" Mr. Brown stated further, that by the bad ad- 
vice, and far worse example of these people^ the na- 
tives of most of the leeward islands had arrived at such 
a degi^ee of daring insolence, as rendered any com- 
munication with them from small vessels, or even 
anchoring near the shores, highly dangerous; and 
that he trusted it might be within the limits of my 
authority to take from these islands such improper and 
dangerous associates* 

'' I represented in the strongest terms to Tamaah- 
naah all the bad consequences that were likely to re- 
sult from those people remaining -on. Owhyhee; but 
Bo arguments could prevail upon him or the chiefs to 
deliver them up. Their knowledge in the use and 
management of tire-arms, made their services of such 
importance, that it was evident nothing but compul- 
sion would have any effect j and to have resorted to 
such a measure, in whioh I was by no means certain 
how far I should be justifiable, would necessarily have 
produced a breach, and destroyed that harmony which 
we had taken so much pains to establish, and care to 
preserve. In addition to which, these people were 
stated to possess landed property In the island, and to 
have conformed to the laws, both civil and religious. 
Nor had any specific charge been exhibited against the 
sev^n sailors living on Owhyhee, like that produced 
by Mr. Brown against those at Attowai and Wo^oo. 

*• With Kavaheeroo also resided a person by the 
name of HowelJ, who had come to Owhyhee m tha 



csfmty Df a derk on b^fird 4lie WaKhl^gffon ; ht Ap* 

iMMitag«8 of 4m ««i^rs1ty ^dtK^ition, and had b€«n 
~<or»e a<2kcgymafi in £iigfla«d, i^t ))«d j$o>pr xechaie^ 
Iiinnelf from Eora()eao s^dety : sbibM with Y^oog^ 
Boris, and JoMl> ^Km '«»>» ^w «l«veii wkk« mtA 
Mi^ Ihtt island ; b«t, ex€<>|^iAg ^V'^yiti thes* banter, { 
ONBch leir tlrilt out Owli^hean fiends ml\ hove little 
veasoa to r^^oioe in afty advantmg^ the/ M'iii fieeeive 
from their Bdw civilised companiomv 

*' To Yoangan^ Davis I ie4tv^ed such te«tiivioFiiala 
of thenr good conduct as I coniidered ibem faily entr. 
tied to, ^ the purpose of sectxrtng to tlnem the ii|&h()eet 
smd confidence of future visitors, xvho would lie 
wsftied by them of the snares and dan^^ns 4 bey u\er* 
liaUe to, from the evil-disposed^ civilised, or sav«re 
iftinbitMiiti of the country." 

In the investigation of the other hlands, ^rhicb 
Mlowed; the ofily part with which our readers would 
te«i#eresied, is the foUowing aec^unt of 4Ui entertain- 
nmnt at AttoM^vmrt 

** On our arrival ^4 he ^kee of exhibition, we found 
the pertornier» «sden)>ileid, conning Af a outnerous 
thnmg, chie^y of(w<oOien, who wevednessed iu their 
vimf>us coloured dothes, dispoied with a coed elPtfCt. 
The emi^tainiiieitt ooosisted mf thvee fvim, aod was 
pei'^oraied tj* thme^Stfeifem pBi«»^ 
two httn^;ed women iu each, ivboxiuigod tktiu^nreit 
m fifft or aix rows, noi «taudiag «p, twr ksaeelis^g, 
bat rather sictieg upon their haunches. One man 
only edvi^nced ft few ^^ before the emtre of the 
£eotA row of liie ladies, who seemed to he tiiie hxuio 
of «fae piece, aand, like n :iiugieH«<n, gave 4oiie aod 
aC9ti«sl to the caterta'mfoem. In tbis sitttsitiosi and 
postare they ^schlbitod a variety of gcstKres, almost 
iiief«Nlffile ^r «he iiwrnaai hady ao cincnNjstamiedta 
perfiMfin. The w^bde of thisi statnerous igrmip was m 
peifieet oHM^n of Toice fod action, that it «-i?re ico* 
poisible, even to the bend of a finger, to have dis- 
G G 3- 
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cemedtbe least variation. Their voices were melo- 
dious, and their actions were as innucnerable as, by 
tne, they are undescribable ; ' they exhibited great ease 
and much elegance, and the whole was execnted with 
a degree of correctness not easily to be imagined. 
Tbis was particularly striking in. one part, where the 
performance instantly changed from a loud full chorus, 
and vast agitation in the countenances and gestures of 
the actors, to the most profound silence and compo- 
sure $ and instead of continuing in iheir previous erect 
attitude, all fell down as it were lifeless, and in their 
fall buried themselves under their garments ; convey- 
hig, in some measure, tlie idea, of a boisterous ocean 
becoming suddenly tranquillized by an instant calm. 
The great diversity of their figured dresses on this 
occasion had a particularly good efteet ; the several 
other parts were conducted with the same correctness 
and uniformity, but were less easy to describe. There 
appeared to be much variety and little repetition, not 
only in the acting of the respective sets, but in the 
whole of the three parts, the peiformers in which, 
could not amount to less than six hundred persons. 
This hoorah was cctapietely free from the di^usting 
obscenity exhibited in the former entertainments, 
which 1 have before had occasion to notice. It was 
conducted through every part with great life and viva- 
city ; and was, without exception, the most pleasing 
amusement of the kind we had seen performed in the 
course of the voyage. The spectators, who were as 
numerous as at Owhyhee, were in their best apparel^ 
and all retired very peaceably after the close of the 
performance, about the setting of the sun. Ail our 
friends seemed to be much gratified with the applause 
we had bestowed, and tlie satisfaction we expressed 
at the great skill, dexterity, and taste of the per^ 
formers. This entertainment was stated to' be in 
compliment to the pregnancy of one of the regent's 
wives^ and that it would frequently be repeated until 
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f be was brought to bed 5 vfh\ch event was expected 
to take place in about three months." 

After visiting some other parts of the Sandwich 
inlands, the ships finally bade them adieu on the 15tli' 
ul March, from which period till the end of August 
tJitt whole time was occupied in a very extensive and 
i:iinute survey of the coast of North -\vest America, the 
):tiriiculars of which are most important to nautical 
nnn, to the nation, and to all the world. They would 
here however be superfluous and tedious, nor would 
ibe few accounts of the native Indians, (after what 
Iv^ve been given,) or of the Russian settlements on 
ihc coast, be generally entertaining. Suffice it to say, 
i^iM one great obj»tct of the voyage is, namely, to ascer^* 
I lin the existence of a north- west passage, or any wate^ 
I onjmunication navigable for shipping. The North 
l'.u:tie, and the interior of the American continent, 
V. iihin these limits, was completely executed, and it 
V* ;ts proved that no such communication did exi^t,- 
J I »i withstanding the assertions of Fuca, Fonte, and 
( f't'rs, on that subject. 

<Jn ihe 2d September, the Discovery anchored in 
I'rH ndly Cove, Nooika Sound, where were three of 
Lis Catholic Majesty's armed vessels, and some Eng- 
hfU and American traders. 

** The Princissa, commanded by Senr. Fidalgo, had 
r.r.i^ed from St. Bias only the day before, ;ind had 
I:! ought hither Brigadier-general Don Joie Manuel 
A.ava, cobnelof the regiment of Puebla, and gover* 
tiiiv of Nootka, whose appointment had taken place 
it: consequence of the death of our highly valuable 
{in.l much esteemed friend Senr. Quadra, who in the 
iiiunth of Marcii had died at St. Bias, universally la- 
iiifiUed. Having endeavoured, on a fcirmer occasiooj, 
4. i point out the degree of admiration and respect with 
\^ !;icb the conduct of Senr. Quadra towards our Iktl^ 
r. immunity had impressed us during his life, I cannot 
K'lrain, now that h^ is no more, iirom rendering that 
jiutice to his memory to lyhjch it is ao amply entitled^ 
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b^ statiQg» that the ai^xfiectedl odelsiBeMtr i^Visnt <^ 
his decease operated oa the minds of u» ali« io a waj 
more easily to be tmagimid than di^scribe^; and 
whUst it excited onr most ^atefol ackaowMgneQts* 
it produced the deopasl r^^t for jthe lof s of a cha* 
racter so amtab]e« and so trulf <iman90atal to civil 
society. 

'' Mr. Plight and I, on W^doesday morning the 
3d, waited upon the governor^ who #tiU reskied on 
board the Priocissa^ wluere we were jreciHved hf him 
and Senr. Fidalgo with marks of the most polite and 
friendly attention. ) was soon given to understand 
by Senr. Alava, that his appointment to this govern- 
ment had taken place as above stated for the partica- 
lar purpose of fioislung the pending negotiation, ie» 
apec^g the cession of these territcfties ; whida^ in 
consecpaence of the different constmction pot on .the 
irst article of the Spanish convention, of the twenty- 
eighith of October 179O, by the late Senr. Quadra 
and myself, bad, since the month €>f September 1792, 
been entirely suspended. The proseAt governor how- 
ev^er was still unprovided with t& credentials n^essary 
for finishing this boitness $ but on hb^departnre from 
St. Bias iaJuaew diese documents were hourly ex- 
pected, and a vessel was waiting dierc inreiK&twss to 
be di^»lGtl«d io this fnrt* fffovided they aisrived ia 
time £or her ooaohisig Nootka^D or befora the I5th 
of Octobevj bnt in t£s event of her oet being able tp 
eiect a passive by that tsme, ahe was to repair to 
MonlenN^. In conseqiaeoee of this arrangement 
Senr. Aiava p«irpoaed io vemaia hera until that period 
diodld eiTive > and as no oamoimnieatioB ffam Eng- 
land, «idMr of a puUic or fdvat^ kiatiim* iiad yet 
leeched >ne, i ooostdeisd it t^ be highly pnrf>abie, 
that a duf^beate «f my iostrections £^ the like pur«* 
poaa mi^bt be traaseaiMBd by the same conv^ttnoe, 

^ linden this ifa|»r«0iuoe« and the conMdetetion of 
aaeey cdser eiraomst^eees lelat^ve to the situation of 
bttth imsti^ i tfaiQugiht at moai advisable to detenuine 
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on remaining till that period with Senr. Alava 5 and 
xhe rather as a good deal was required for our ships. 

*' I took an early opportunity of representing to 
Senr. Alava our necessitous condition, and requested 
his permission to erect our observatory and tents on 
t.hore. To this request he gave his most heayry con- 
inrrence, and seemed very earnestly to regret, that 
the state of their establishment precluded him from 
administering to bur 'wants in that effectual manner, 
10 which he was prompted by his inclinations. 

** The weather was gloomy with continual rain, 
but it did not prevent Maquinna and Clewpaneloo, 
with some other chiefs/ and a few of the natives, 
irom visiting the vessels. The two former received 
soch compliments as were suitable to their rank, 
V. iih which they were highly satisfied ; and the latter 
' <Ij%posed of a scanty supply of fish at a very exor- 
bitant price. 

** Seignors Alava and Fidalgo, with some gentlemen 
from the ships, and a party consisting altogether of 
5d officers and men, inade a formal visit to the chief 
MaquTnna. Having arrived at his residence too late 
en the day of the 25th, it was resolved to delay land-* 
H?g till next day. 

' " After breakfast on Friday morning the 26th, we 
procefefied with the four boats to Tahsiyeis, and were 
welcomed oriour approach to the shore by a vocifer- 
o>>s 'old man, exclaiming *^ Wacosh, Wacosh;" by 
\^bi^h be meant to express friendship, and the good 
ir.te'ntions of the natives towards us. Ihese sentiments 
I'ein'g^ returned in a similar manner by our party, we 
land ed> and were received by Maquinna and two of 
his brothers, Whaorasse pultz, and Tatoochseatticus, 
with rtepeated expressions of ** IVacosh,*' until we 
were aln)Ost stunned witli their gratulations. This 
tfremdufy - being concluded, we were conducted 
through the village to Maquinna's habitation, where 
V e were led to seats prepared and covered w^th cleaa 
tt>at«'at the upper end of the house. 
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*' Having t^ken our seats^ aboot U^iitjr m# ^t^ffox 
each to beat with a stifck on a hoUow bo^^ ja order 
to assemble tUe iohabitapts of tlie viUage.to Ibat ^pot ; 
this suoimoofi being readily obeyed^ Mai^inpa in- 
formed the assembied cfowd^ with gneat eariietitoess, 
and in a speech of some leQgth> th«t our visit was to 
be considered as a great hom^ done to bii9.» 99d that 
it bad takep place ia^ coa^uetxse of th9 <HfiijStfid or- 
derly bekavioar of all the inhabitants ^f ^ Sooad 
under his authority towards the JS^^gticb #o4 the 
, Spaniards. This, he observed^ was ootth#ca/se with 
Wicananisb^ or a^y oth^r chi^ wbos6 peioji^e f:oni- 
niitted acts pf violenos and deprisddtMn.^ui Iho vessels 
imd their creyi^s tbait visited their <30fi|ipt9ry ; but that 
such behaviour W0s w»i pr^i^d ^t N^etfta^ wd that 
£or this reason they had beed more freqofyit^ visited : 
by which xT^e^ns^ their wealth i^ p:>jp^» l^hftb* ^^ 
various other articles of great value to theixi, ftad beeo 
increased far exceeding t^ ^ 49y ef jttiftir 0^^^|MH)urs. 
He particularly menii<yied ^9fx^ i*^^ bi^t ^ apf^el^ 
lations we were not acf i^aiii^ ^i^» <M^ wb$^ he 
seemed to con^ld^sr ppr vi^it to him ^ • great (riiuiipli; 
and fi*om his mapper f>f spe^lcipg. (hf^ni ^vidlSQ^/ ap« 
peared to exist no small degree of jealoudy Wtween 
them. He then proceeded tp #iii|aaerate th< various 
good qualities that vmM tfep ^b^fiK^ier 'p( thfe 
Spaniards and the Englkh j thfU both wer^ sU'^gljr 
attached to himself and bis people, $ud tfapfhf hoped 
we should be much f leased by being eniecfiiunbd 
according to their mauD^r^rec^ivMig visiiofp. 

" The performers wei» all .ii> r^diqiMa nrlthiMilp 
and anxious to bcigin their purti for Ibe iQ$tati( 
Maquinu^ had ceased speaUpg^ tfcn^ b<4bwriM>ar!JI 
music recommenced, and a nii^ lentei^ ib§ boast 
most fantastically dressed 19 waf:^riy)ent« .tvhick 
reached to the calves of his legs ; tUs was vai^ioosly^ 
ornamented, as was ajiso his &€^ with bl$(:k dnd' red 
p^int, so t^at his featoief aj^pe^^ to be most ex- 
travagantly distoriwl,, ot/ja^f^ i^Qj^ly PpcH^ig^ 
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they -Wtre sdafc^ disf rirgoishable ; his hair was pow* 
dered, of fatW eritirdy covered with the most deli - 
cate Whife AyW af yottngsea fowl, and in his hand 
he bore ^ ttttisUfet with a fixed bayonet^ making 
aJtogffthet ft most sacage, tk)ugh at the same time a 
wbimsic^rt figure 3 this man was followed by about 
twenty tftor^^, decorated with considerable variety 
after ittc^. Settle feshionf, but differently armed ; some 
like himself ^ith muskets^ others with pistols, swords, 
daggers, spears, bows, arrows, fish gigs, and hatchets, 
seennftngfy with the intent to display their wealth and 
powef, by an exhibition of the several implements 
they possessed^ as well for the use of war, as for ob- 
tain!^ tli6 diffefettt necessaries of life. 

** Wis pfepDSterous group of figtires was dra\rn up 
befdrtf nty and notwithstanding we were perfectly 
satisdedcf the htirmless and peaceable intentions of 
theiseJ p^Ui, yet 1 believe there was not one of our 
party eftfrfeljr itfee frdtti those sensations which will 
DattiM'afly ads^ from the sight of such unusual objects ; 
whode sstv^e ^d barbarous appearance, was not a 
littte mtg^ttrented by fhdr actions and Tocifefous be- 
haviouf, accoitipafiiefd by an exhibition, that con- 
sisted f^rAcJrp^lly df jtiftiping in a tery peculiar man- 
ner. fA" this effort the legs' did' not seem to partake 
mncll gf the exertion, although they sometimes raised 
thetftsdvts to d c-oitsiderable height ; and we under- 
stood tb^ those "Were cofisidered to be the bestper- 
fofxnits, tt»ha kept ihehr feet constantly parallel to 
each oth^, at iii ofier eertalrt positiotl, with the least 
posKibte (litlift^tioo of the knees. After these had 
finlsfkjdtheit fztt, Mitqtfinna performed a mask dance 
by hlifrself, ii"i t<rhfch, with gj^at address, he frequent- 
ly inrf altt0.<C hrrpefdeptibfy changed his mask 5 thisr 
seeffiCtt 16 bef a ^erf fevouritfe amusement of his, as 
be dppaii:^ ttr be- fe felgb tfpifits, and to take gre«t 
delight iBT.tb^ p«fertmitt \ The masks he had made 
cho'if^Of, ieett^ily didfcsrcdtf to his imagination in: 
poittt Cff sifMBSitit t&M i his dress was diflerent 
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from that worn by any of the oUier per^roers^ con- 
sisting of a cloak and a kind of short apron^ covered 
with hollow shells, and small pieces of copper so placed 
as to strike against each other, and to produce a 'ywv- 
gling noise 5 which, being acconipani^ by the musi*; 
before described as a substitute for a drum, aUd fiotiits 
vocal eKertiens, produced a savage discordant noi^, 
as offensive to the ear as the former exhtbiiiob hiad 
been to the eye. But as the object of oor visit was a 
couipliment to Maquinna, a previous determinatioii 
to be pleased insured our |jlaudits, which were boaa- 
tifally bestowed, and received with great pleasure and 
satisfaction by the surrounding spectators. 

*' The presents that had been .provided for theoccn- 
sion were now exhibited to public view, consistid:: 
of copper, blue cloth, blankets, ear shells, and a vari- 
ety of small articles of less value 5 these were severally 
distributed by Senr. Alava and myself to Maquinu^i 
and his relations, according to the rank and conse- 
quence of each ; in these tokens of our friendship wi: 
succeeded so well, that our liberal donations soon re- 
sounded through the village, and the glad tidings wer^^ 
received with loud acclamations of applause. On the^w^ 
subsiding, we had a second vocal and insti^meDt:>l 
performance, which concluded by a return 'fro:n 
Maquinna for the presents we had made. In ths 
Maquinna did not personally appear; WhacIasM; 
pultz, acting as master of the ceremonies, first addre-> 
sed Seignor Alava in a short speech, respecting titi: 
friendship that had so long been established between 
the^ Spaniards and the tribes under the authority oc 
Maquinna, who, he said, was highly .pleased by tbv; 
trouble he had taken in paying him this distant visit, 
and that as a proof of Maquinna*s sincerity, he wni 
then about to make some return for the repeated in- 
stances of firiendship he had experienced^ by placing a 
lea-otter skin at the feet of St^. Alava; 1 then re 
ceiveda similar compliment, as did Senr. Fidalgo an ! 
Mr. Paget ; after which Senr. Alava aikl myself werj 
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each presenfeed with a second sea-cotter skiDj which 
concluded the .ceremonies of this visit. 

*' The day was not yet far advanced j and being fair 
and pleasant, we amused ourselves in strolling through 
the village; and foupdit, although extensive, far from 
being numerously inhabited. This was accounted for 
by Maquinna, who stated, that many families were still 
absent, not having yet procured their stock of provi* 
sions tor the ensuing winter season; at which time^ 
if all their habitations are fully occupied, its population 
cannot be much less than eight or nine hundred per- 
sons. Maquinna's habitation was considerably larger 
than any of the others, aiid less iilthy . The construc- 
tion of the Nootka houses, especially with respect to 
their inside, has been so fully treated by Captain Cook 
asvto preclude any o^aterial addition from my pen; yet 
it is singularly remarkable, although ^particularly re- 
presented in Mr. Webber's drawing of the village 
in Friendly Cove, that Captain Cook should not 
have taken any notice whatever in his journal of 
the immense piecesi. of timber which aie raised, and 
horizontally placed on wooden pillars, about eighteen 
inches. above the roof of the largest houses in that 
village; one of which pieces of timber was of size 
sufficient to have made a lower mast for a third-raie 
man of war. Ihese, together with the large images, 
were at that time supposed to denote tlie habitation of 
the chief, or principal person of the tribe i and the 
-opinion then formed, has been repeatedly 'coniirmed 
by observations made during this voyage. One or 
more houses in many of the deserted villages^ as well 
as in most of the inhabited OQes we had visited, were 
thus distinguished. On the house of Maquiana were 
three of thege immense spairsi the middle piece was 
(he' largest, and measured at the but*end nearly five 
feet in dignieter j this extended the whole length of 
the habitatio];i> which was about an hv^ndFed feet long. 
It >vas placed on pillars of wood jthak which supported 
it^ithipthe^jp|>erjei^ o^^ehouse^wasabouiMeea 

T9L. ill. H H 
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feet ir> crrcatnfenHice, and oit if was carved one of 
their distorted repre^entatiofisf of a gigantic bumaft 
figvat. We reflffiteed totally uttacq^nted vir'nh the 
intenfiort of, or the purposeJ that ^as to be answered 
by, these singular roof-trees; boif it is natural to sup- 
pose that they mtist be directed to some important 
object, as the mising of such imn^etise masses of tim- 
ber twelve Of fourteen feet from the ground, and 
placing thetn fixmly on the pillars by which they are 
supported, must, to a people so totally devoid of me- 
chanical powers, be a most tedious and laboriocis 
operation. 

" Our curiosity being satrsj^ed, and oiir pockets 
comfplcteiy emptied, by the unremitting solicitations 
of the inhabitants of Tahsheis, of the stock of trinkets 
with which we had been provided, we proceeded to 
the upper end of the arm, where having strolI«?d a little 
about in the skirts of the woods, we returned to oup 
endatopment. Here we found Maquinna with seve* 
ral of our Tahsh^ian friends, who were very solicit* 
ous that we should relitrn and partake in the evening 
of an entertainment siinilar to that we had received in 
the morning j but as we Inid Appointed to be at hoite 
on Sunday morning, and had promised a visit to our 
friend Clewpanelod' at his principal residence, called 
Mooetchee, which was at a considerable distance from 
Tahsheis, it is not in oitf power to cotnply with the 
civil solicitations of Maquinna and his fraternify. 

'* We were honoured at dinner ^tfh the company Of 
Maquinna, most of his family, and m*ny of the dtbef 
chiefs; who, with the most unequivoenl rts u r an ee^ 
of their ffiendsliip, and with expressions of Ae giteJit 
pleasure they had derived irotn our visft, bddftlt ffttt^ 
well after dinner, and we departed. 

" We pitciied our tents 1;or the ttlgbt, ki (Otitt lb 
have the day before tis fbfrisitingGlewpaneloO, wbo5«c 
habitation ^#as abolit teven of eight miles from us j 
fowardk whidi biftce, after bnwkfast, oti Saturday 
momrng the afth, We proceeded. Oor progtiws tVa* 
through a re^ioa so wild and inhospitable' \h kt dp* 



j^armoc, as occasioned Sear. Alma freqi^Btly to 
(^xpres$ bis astomsbGoent, that it codd ever have been 
an object of contentioD between oi^r respective sove- 
reigj;is. The shores either constituted impecH^trable 
forests, produced trom the ^s^ures of a rugged rocky 
country, or were formed by stupeodous barren preci- 
pices, risii^ perpeodiciUarly from the water to an im- 
mense height; so that, excepting jthe j^e ^nd citaracts 
to which we had bk$^ ^casto(Pe<d in mmy other 
instaoees, {>eor. Alava w^ etiabled from th-is short 
excorsion to (arm « very complete idea of the general 
charac^r &f these cOttBtries to the northward of this^ 
station, which had' so Img e<:cupied our time and 
labour.** 

The¥iMttoCtewptiiie}o6|itthe vill^eof Mooetchee, 
contaiAad nethipg very ioterefstiiog ; ihe saipe friendly 
intercourse cen^etiisd^ «n4 MiliU«f presents w^re reci« 
proc^y ip»de, »Gidy t^ )>ere the ludiaQ chief compli- 
nieoted th^ p$xty with fi very fioe Iwck, just lolled. 

*' Tk^ ^9m9b packet not haying arrived at ^id» 
wght, 0a tlfe idtb of October we pttt to sea^ in com- 
Mny 'witj^ the Ch<itham. The Pdnctssa, Capuin 
Fidalgo, with Grovemor Alava on boai'd^ W8# to foUow 
us the ne^^t 4ay, ^onfeetry w^s appoiated as the next 
r^<)e^vous, where these oi^cers eptertakied litde 
doubt of eur saeetiipg a reoe^ion, aad every respect 
suitable to our situy^on and wishes. Jn this opinion 
I was induced to concur, from a couversetion that had 
lately passed between Sear. Alaiva and myself, wlien I 
became acquainted that tlie represeptatlon I had made 
to Senr. Quadra of the treatment we had received on 
our former visit toNewiUbioo,had4 in consequence of 
his decease^ been transmitted to the viceroy at Mexico, 
whose very hamane and liberal intejuions towards us, 
bad, no doubt, been materially oiisuoderstood by Senr. 
Arrillago. 

" At Monterrey tliey arrived on tb^ 2d November. 
From Senr. Arguello, lieuteq^t of the Presidio, who 
then, as on our tirst visit to this plag^, in ihe. absence of 
the governor of the provincej ofi&ciated in th«ii capa* 



354 : CAPTAlMTAi3C0VVER*S VOYAGE 

iiiid aiiKmrt^dljr gervedto the crew of each vessel; but 
vegetables were a scarce commodity, owing to the 
dryDe«5s of the season, which gave the country an ap- 
pearance of being parched up ; and the few articles 
which had been produced on the small portion of land 
aHotted here to tlie purpose of garden ground were 
nearly exhausted. We, however, were not appre* 
henslve of waming«iif¥ictent variety to cover our tables, 
a^ in tfee immediate neighbourhood of the bay there 
were an immense nun»beruf wild geese, ducks, plo- 
vers, curlews, and other wild fowl; to which, by little 
excursions into the country, oar sportsmen added an 
abundanceof very fi«e quails and^otne hares, which 
afforded us excellent repasts in addition to their amuse- 
ment. It was something singular that none of these 
species of wild ibv^\ had been found in any degree so 
numerous on either of our former visits to Monterrey, 

'*' Our friends in the Priocissa, were, on their arrival, 
much disappointed, like ourselves, in not receiving any 
official communications from Mexico ; bat as the cou- 
rier was in readiness to depart the nextmonung, Senr. 
Alava embraced this oppcxrtunity to make the necessary 
inquiries at St. Diego. 

*' On Tuesday evening, the 11th, Senr. Don Diego 
Borica arrived at the presidio, where, the next morn- 
ing, accompanied by Mr. Pugetand most of the offi- 
cers of both vessels, I waited upon him, to congratu- 
late him on his safe arrival, and to acquaint him 
with my reasons for visiting the countries under his 
jurisdiction; these attentions, J had the pleasure to 
find were perfectly satisfactory^ and wefe received in 
a manner that was highly compatible wttti the respeco 
tive stations that each of us bad the honour to fill. 

'' The indulgence } had solicited, and which bad- 
been granted by Senr. Arguello, was now very politely 
extended by the governor, witK further permission to 
erect our tents and observatory on ahore^ under the 
direction of our officers, ftnd protection of our own 
gVwnJi to wbicb h^ vcrjr obli^ingljr added ^ assnraiicQ 
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of ddug every thing in his power that could in any 
way contribute to make our stay as pleasant and 
agreeat)le as their limited society and the loneliness of 
the country would afford. 

'* After this introductory discourse, we understood • 
from Senr. Borica^ that^ accompanied by his wife aud 
dai^ter, a young lady about eleven years of age, and 
a suitable number of attendants, he had come from 
Mexico to this place on horseback ; as no other mode of 
conveyance was to be procured. They were provided 
with a small camp equipage, which was occasionally 
pitched, either as a retreat from the heat of the sun, 
OF for rest during the night. Upwards of eight months 
had been employed in performing this jotimey, 
through a country very thinly inhabited, and which 
afforded but little comfortable accommodation tor 
travellers: 

*' In the evening an express arrived fi-om Mexico, 
which brought dispatches from the viceroy of New ' 
Spain to the governor, together srith the long expected ' 
instructions to Senr. Alava, respectii^ the cession of 
Nootka to the crovm of Great Britain) but nothing 
addressed to me accompanied these credentials ;. and^^ 
6Dm a conversation with Seor>. Borica, I was not 
flattered with the least probability of receiving any 
intelligence firom St. Diego,. because. it was not likely* 
had any dispatches for me arrived there, that he should 
have remained ignorant o^ the circumstance; and as 
the destination of Senr. Alava was well known to the 
oiScers commanding the southern posts of this pro* 
vince, letters for either of us would most likely, im- 
mediately on their arrival^ have been transo^ltted 
hither. 

** The embdrrassment I , had been long under waq 
pow very materiallj increased, and I was greatly at a 
loss as to whalL measures were best to be pursued. 
From this* dilemma, however, 1 was very unexpect- 
edly relieved the next day, Wednesday the 12th, by 
§ciir, Ahiva Y«7 obUgipjljr conftding to me that part 



ofbisb^trnctioRj wl)icbiM^t^4> Iji^tOQ fmtHjk^ g}icr^ 
cation wottid taVe pl^ce wjth fiespect u> tW. pre/c]«€ 
meaning of the. onf J^Uicle 4)f tl)^ coni^xulon f)f i^ie 
20th orOctober^ 1790, as the ^pci^n^iUs tr^it^ipitie^ 
by the lat^ Sciar. (U^dra aad JsiyWC, bad «na)ile4 
otir respecuve <;ioi|rti iQ ^MSit th^ ^n^^tt^r in j^ ^aoai- 
cable way I ^\^ ^ariy op tl^ ler^i^ >vluch I iiad so 
repeatedly ageBe4 to Seon 0ua^ca in ^t&mbex- IJ^l, 
In addition to wjucb X^e %iaoif b ^iar^ter^s totter ^t 
forth* that tbis buispess was Mot to be carried inlo 
execution by xo^^ ^ ^ fri^ib Gomqa^sion jliad been 
issued for tbi» puifK^e 4)y jthe com^t ioif tondon. The 
S^nae w^ apnouA^ to <}ovei%mr ^prica by the new 
viceroy of Meibicob tb« J^^quj$ de Braupfort^, wiib 
inf tractiopa to ^eive thk ifk»m ^i\v^ ynder this 
conxniissipn into tbeir Ere^idiQs. 

'* Having maturely considered the several f^arts of 
this int«sltligen^. I concluded ibat front ibe Jeogtb of 
our voyag^^ and tbe woimis ^eqidenits ^ wjl)^ tim 
service in which we were «a^%e4 w«ubl inef:«ft$a- 
nly xender us liaUe» ^fii¥^VMm^t 4i4 lOAi ^j^ we 
should r^w^Ti }ojaqg^ in t^eie^t^^ t^hjui .tl»e #irvey of 
the Am«riQ9n c^sl 411^^ «eflU«e'} <»«d vn tr<ktb we 
were not now in # nt.fi$aidij6N» tQ fpM9Pt iMjir #t^ in 
these r^g^s. 

" One 'Of t^gBeat4dB|eQ^4tff>ijr yfi^fi^,^mf- 
^9ey of th^ cjoast of iNoKtJb-we^ A«>^vca, ibeiug wow 
^poinplisba^i "Mid iPeiyifig'O^^Jk^autiiiifiiUicity «»f tbe 
inteUigfQca I faj^d derived ifrona 3^w. AIih^ .2 di4 
not loQf hiesiutf;* b«t d«iKusn>Uird ftn »»i^ng tb^.beat 
of |ny W9y towards £i)i^aiid> •% n4)e w$^ 9i Ci|f» 

'' In an excursion to the valley through whld^ 
l^onte^ey river '&>ws« } ^si^gjbljF #H|(itied kxg itJie 
sight 1^ tb^ Df^ |^traQ$dii^«ry . mp^MUMn 4 4uMi ^vcjr 
beheld. Qp one aide it i^rm^i^ ibe^w^e^HFance 49# 

a sumJ^^^9l^ ^i#Qe fa^^ ^mf» ^fu)tff^ ^&jp^omfij^ 
wbiqb lop;^ as if t^)^ bffibee(|:T|^i4f<l lvuaAi#ivch 
labour and ji?d»*stTy^ w^^ »f |i^«M f»*W»t^^ ^s^^sp^ 
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ed tolot of an «legant form, and to b^ cornpo^edif. . 
the same cream -coloured stone/of which Jf hiive^ l?e-. 
fore made mention. Between these magnificent cot 
lurons were deep excavations, reseihbliiig difi'ereut^ 
passages into the interior parts of the supposed build- 
ing, whose roof being the summit of the raoiantain ' . 
appeared to })e wholly supported by these column? 
rising perpendicularly with the most mmute niathe- - 
matical exactness. The whole had a most beautiTu}. 
appearance of human ingenuity and labour 5 but* 
since it is not possible, from the rude and v^ry bum- . 
ble race of beings that are found to be the native in- 
habitants of this country, to suppose they could have * . 
been capable of raising such a structure, its being the 
production of nature cannot be questioned, and it 
may not be preposterous to infer, that it has been ' 
from similar phaenomena that man has received that * > 
architectural knowledge, by which he has been en- 
abled to raise those massy fabrics, which have stood " 
for ages in all civilized countries. 

" In this excursion I had an opportunity of seeing 
that the soil improved in richness and fertility, as wc 
advanced from the ocean into the Interior country. ■ 
The situation we had now reached was an ex- 
^ tensive valley between two ranges of lofty mountains, 
whose more elevated parts wore a sterile and dreary 
aspect, whilst the sides and the intervening bosom * 
seemed to be composed of a luxuriant soil. On the 
former some pine trees were produced of difterent 
sorts, though of no great size, and the latter, generally 
speaking, was a natural pasture, but the long con- 
tinuance of the dry weajher had robbed it of its ver- 
dure, and had rendered it not very interesting to the 
eye; yet the healthy growth of the oak, both of the- 
English and holly-leaved kind, the maple, poplar, 
willow, and stone pine, distributed over its surface^ 
as well in clumps as in si'ngle trees, with a number of • 
different shrubs, plainly shewed the superior excel- 
leijtce pf the soil and substratum in thsse ^itua*' 
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shore/*.. 

HiwiiQg <Q)i;i tbe 2d <lt PeoeqalNsr qvutted MoDteirey, 
iad fxroceaded, aooti^warij tbey passed -the three 
li^rias Is1»q4^ ^uid ^^rw^'ds ihie dcli but uaiukaUU- 
e^ iHwi of pocof. it« produce « liixurjous and 
aj>u|ld9I^» #s lire ^Iso ^wl and fiUi. Ao^oi^ the 
Utter wf found #onie 4nteresting account of ihe shark. 
'' A great variety and j^bundance of £au:elleutl/ 
good fifth freqoeQteiil -the chores ; ikirh^ also weire 
v;ery «uiaerpas> fkvki th^ ^^^ bdld a^d veracious I 
had ev^ hefo^ seen. Tbe$# dSjsenihM m tbe bay in 
. l^ge shoals^ constantly attdn4ed on Qur bogts in all 
their aiotions^ 'dartii^ ^ tiit o^rs, «ind ^Mery ibiog 
that l^ aceldeot kH, of we« Xbi^wo jiiy«rtoar4. Tb^ 
fluently (0^ thp^h frqm ih^ h^iis JD^fone tbey 
could b^ got de^r ^ tkp «uater^ i^^ wl^wm Mill 
iQore singular^ ^^^ 09^ 9f their &wo specie^ Vfi^ so 
tflfdh, 904 tb|7 |)0rQpii^ ib^ could bq ilo«^IMr <dei^4 
bimaelf^ be was instaptiy ^^cfced^ ^fim t9 fpieeo9^ 
and 4ftvpuritd by his .Q9yDapai|ioq§^ wbilk fpi «|ivei 
and, notwitb^tfindisg iM Uhp^ m#9»^s s^^fcle^ 
themselves to bf gwatly |ip|»oyed by the h^rpooDs, 
kxiivesi &p. pf ti^ur p^o^^ by which thegr NK^eived 
many deQp wpiwl|;^ yet e»€» th^t 4id oet i^tar tben» 
froQi r^nevtrij^g jtho att^ f^pou the en^ which was 
e^ught^ until 4B«ery. part of the wctim*« flcdi was thus 
top from its hones* Qa this occasioQ we bad ^a op- 
portunity of ohWvi^g* that it is errone4>us to suppose 
the sharit is nodcjr tte neqesiiity d turoii^ on his 
hack for the purpose of taking ^s,prey« ^s tbese 
sharks most cominonly attained their object without 
fiist turning themselves, 4s hf^ been generally be- 
lieved. 

^'Tbe gen^^ warft^ that eipsts between aea- 
firing persons gn4 these voracious i^umals^ afforded 
at first a spepi^ of amasemeQt te our people^ by 
hooking, pr otherways taking one fqr tlie others to 
fc9st i^on^ but lis Ibis WHS gtten^d with the ill con- 



seqoetiee oC d»9wraf iitHrreiise i»umftef^ iMhd the 
ship, and as the boitt^wajA afid- ofid of tli^ J^Pg g^n^ 
tlemen bail D«aTlf fafl^ a gacHfiee tt)^ tte# d?Tersiot)[» 
by T\at\<m\f eseaphig front beiRg dftiwtt <yut of fh6 
boat by afl utitftcnsieltf Isrrge shark, 'MicAi tltev had 
hooked, into the mtdst of at learst i^ 9eore or thes^ 
▼oracteutf animals, 1 thoughf proper ict pr(jhity?t all 
ftirthtt: in<!ulgence in this yeeie*' of efiterfalAme'nt j 
Whrch, uKfependently of its B^mg IFfcely to b<fe atteiid* 
ed with serious eonseqtkn^es, w^ in it4^f cf to^ . 
cruel a ftatare to be witnessed without painr. These 
sharks appeared to be of three distinct sorts^ th^ 
most numerous were of the tiger Mnd', Utese v^^ri 
beautifully streaked down their Me9; the other sort! 
were the brown and the blue sh^Ks -, and it was sin* 
gulafly reniarkaWe, that although the}' aU voraciously 
devoured the two former specie^, jret when- one of th^ 
latter was ctroghf, it remaiiied unflioleffted by th^ 
^st, and even wbetif kUled, tn<f cdt up, tt^ flesh wad 
not ea(«n by its eompaincns'. THey ^erwiirds &wi^ 
cessrVe^ly passed the (SelUpagov Miind9> Ma^afeero^ 
fsi/i Juan Fernandcft. 

<« On the 14th of Mefch ffie ieif§c\stff ntost tett^ 
ej^pectedly fnade \t» a^pearancM Bfitot&ft ieme eff tM 
erew ef the I^iseovefy and alareatng^^ itiere^aW, A 
citpumstance for which Captain Vancouvei' ec^d ne# 
aeeonnf, ccmstclering the pfeemitiptf^Kii liad'tleHiei^^ and 
db^ universal high stale of KeiMi fbr iitoifiihs^ Ik^or^. 
'Fhe same lEJtiing had Baf>g*fl«^ Ofr fh^ t^*5 firo«| 
Kootka^ te'titt* Spaflii^h setrleAeftta «A» Jfc^ A&tott. 

'* Bcr^ I %^ ttren in feme peRsure* able to aeteufii 
fop\H appearance, cmr people "ha^HfbWtt Ibf^nMy^ 
the f recetlbg months eir^'oved'in a vefjr mivMi acfd 
f^gamg service to ihost yAdenMirt ##flCller/ .Urifl^ 
efily the ireify sittaM perti^ of teWaWahfe #d ^fcrere^ 
enarbled- toprocui^ft dnrit^ thef twoe. T^iese r^asoftrf " 
did ikfttiotr exist, and I- refeaine* Ihr t&e gt'eatest 00-* 
certainty <;otxecrning ihe CHoae ^ iH^ origin/ uiatil at 
length it- appeared 10 &ft«e'bee!l'd(riir^lM«#iMi^ ' 



e. 
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from whence I least expected it^ namelj, from a di»« 
.obedience of my poutive injanctiocs and orders on 
tile ]part of the cooky who had been strictly forbidden 
on any account whatever to allow the skimmings of 
the boiling salted meit to be eaten by the people. 
Of this disobedience^ the ship's cook^ a steady^ grave^ 
and valuable inan^ came aft on the quarter-deck, and 
made a voluntary confession; and stated^ that he had 
aiot only acted in direct opppsition to my repeated 
injunctions in the present instance^ but also on the 

. former occasion 3 though he had not been induced at 
any other' time daring the voyage, by the impor- 
tunities of the people, to transgress, in giving to the 
crew the skimmings of the boilers to mix with their 
|)uise, which at both those times, but particularly the 
present, they had been -able to procure in great abun- 
■ ' dance from their Spanish friends. 

"On his examination it appeared that he had been 
less scrupulous in complying with the demands of 
the people^ in co|i8equen9e of arguments that had 
beeu frequently urged and supported by some on 
board, who seemed to be acquauited with' the opi- 
nions of the president of the Royal Society, and who 

*'*stated, ' that he conceived that pulse with any kind of 

* grease was not only a wholesome food^ but also very 
* 'antiscorbutic. 

^ " ''When the great insipidity of peas or beans alone, 
without the aid of -butter, or other qualifying ma- 
terial; is taken into consideration, it is not much to 

, Ve wondered at that axleviation from restrictive rules 
in those respects should have taken place, wdth 
people so totally indifferent and careless of themselves 
as .are the generality -of seamen. The very uuteserv- 

• fed and feeling manner in ^ which the cook acknow^- 
kdged his transgression, and the contrition he shewed 

- Yor having thus departed from his duty, entitled him 
to my full forgiveness -, on whi^ch he earnestly assured 
nie, that^ he would in future attend strictly to my di- 
rections, and 1 had reason to believe that he perfonn- 



^ bte-f)A5n>iie.' •The*cbdk'S'ifaiW6%as JWffti Brbwrt; 
•vrhtefi 'f fe<^ st ^atWfectlon in recc^flidg, 'frdm* his 
h«Vii\g*bfeen the fneans" of festaljftshing a fact of so 
mtich IfnpoftaWCe "to maritiiti^ persons; b)' the twb 
cxpalments ^hich h!3 honestf corfipelted him to 
mBike ktro^h, at the risk 6f a ptnisKmcnt foi* dU- 
obediencebforderd/' ' 

On the 24th of Mardi* th^ gamed a dislant \iey9' 
of the- lofty cdast bf ChUI to the w^^tward, in latitude 
3^ 53', aft<f at a supposed distancfe of forty leagues 
the itomense mouhraitis oftheAnde^. Their dest!* 
nattf^n wa» however tlie Bay orValparaiso N^'hich thejr 
reached next day. ' 

«* Having sailed round the Point of Angels, th6 
cotintry suddenly opened upon us, and presented a 
scene to 'which we had long been intire strangers) 
the whol^ of the bay was now exhibited to our view 
terminated by a sandy beach 3 near the upper margitt 
of which, and on the sides of the 'adjacent hills was 
seen the town of Valparaiso; and although from its 
sitbatton it could not boast of much pleasantness, yet 
in thi^ point of view it appeared to be neat, of con* 
sid^rable extent, and built with regularity; th^ 
chtirches rose above the' other buildings, and the 
whole being defended by several forts, all conspired 
at once to announce, that we were again approach- 
ing towards the civilized world. 

*' In the bay arid near to the shore rode several 
sail of merchant ships, engaged in their respective 
Occupations ) to aiid from which boats were passsing 
and re-passing to the shore, where a Very lively 
scene was eichibited of men and cattle; the whola 
exhibiting that sort of commercial intercourse be* 
twecil distant cotintries, that the arts and civilizatioa 
can alone carry int^ efiect. 

"An officer was innrtnediately dispatched to inform 
the governor of our arrival, of the occasion of out 
visit, and of the as^stance we required* Soon after 
•^e had anchored, however^ and miring the absenc* 
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of Mr. Maoby, whp was the officer seat to tiie g»- 
vernor^ a. Spanish officer came on board with cod- 
.gratulations on oar arrival from Seigskor Don Lewis 
.Alava, a colonel in the army^^governor of this port, 
.and brother to our friend of that name at Monterrey* 
This message was accopipanted by the strongest as- 
sucances cm the part of the gorernor of affording ns 
• every assii^tanoe that we might require^ and which 
mi^t be in his power to bestow, and witk hopes that 
- .'he should soon have the pleasure of seeing mytelf 
^nd officers on shore, where we might depend upon 
receiving, every civility ; adding, that the time we 
might remain at Valparaiso should pass as agreeably 
9L$ it was in the power of himself and the inhabitants 
of the town to render it. 

** On Thursday morning tlje 26tb, accompanied by 
%Ir. Paget and several of the odicers of both vessels* 
I paid my fytmdl vi>it to governor Alava, and had 
the pleasure of receiving every mark of polite and 
hospitable attention from him, with repeated assur- 
ances that nothing should be wanting on his part to 
relieve our wants, or to render Valparaisc^ as ple»ant 
and agreeable to iis as its circumstances would allow. 
These ceremonies being concluded we returned to 
t^ie vessels, where our visit was shortly repaid by tb» 
governor, attended by most of the priincipal <^caf 
and inhabitants of the town -, and on their coming 09 
•board they were saluted with thirteen guns. From 
nil these gentlemen we received the most pressing in« 
jtreaties to visit their families 5 which civilities we did 
iiot fail to accept, expressing our thanks for the 
cordiality with which they had h^ea so obligicgly^ 
inade. 

<' The day wa^ pleasantly spent among^ our new 
acquainta{ice, who readily assist^ tne in niaking ar« 
raagenoients for procmring a supply of the abandanC 
jefreshmencs which dpis luxuriant country afibrded^ 
In doing this^ my iirst cai^ and principal object was. 
Immediately to adppt the joxfi^t efficaci^ltf^ meaaortti 



th«tt»uld be derfsed, for eradicating the inveterate 
scortnitic dfeorder which now prevailed, and which* 
had greatly increased. I deemed^ it expedient that 
the whale crews of both vessels should, in addition 
to the regular allowance of fresh beef and greens^ 
and new soft bread from the shore, be daily served 
with a quantity of grapes, apples and o^ons; and f 
had Soon the happiness of finding, that this salutary 
diet was attended with the desired effect of intifel/ 
eradicating the disease. 

** The town of ValpawiiBo not affording any ta- 
verns or places for, the reception and acconimodationr 
of strangers, we were obliged to intrude on the hos- 
pitality of its worthy inhabitants for such con-- 
venienceis when we visited the shore. Tliese civi- 
Hties were conferred in so handsome a manner as at 
once to relieve us from any idea of our being intrtt'- 
ders ; the pleasure that every one manifested in en- 
tertaining us, completely removed every sentiment 
excepting that of gratitude on our parts, for the re- 
peated acts of kindness they so very obligingly be- 
stowed. Amongst the first to whom we were in- 
debted in these respects was Don Juan Ba'rrai-^, the 
collector of the king's duties, and Don Praeta, the 
captain of the port. We first became known to these 
gentlemen in their public capacity, and they had the 
goodness to introduce us to many others of their 
friends, all of whom treated us with the greatest po* 
hteness, attention, and hospitality; but as their bouses 
were not more than sufficiently large for the accom- 
modation of their own respective families, a lodging 
on shore was not to be easily procured. The very 
mdifierent state of my health at this time however, 
required Ifjat I should avail myself of this opportunity 
of sleeping on shore, and taking as much of the ex- 
ercise of the country as niy strength would permit; 
for this reason I -was induced to apply to the governor, 
m Mlot apartments for rayself and a few of the offi- 
oters- in tome of the public buildings of the town, 
Ii2 
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yrltii whieb be very obljgiogly complied; and' ia ^bm 
f vent of our equipment in this port meetii^ with ibQ 
approbation of his Excellency tne President of Chiiij 
of which there was little ctoubt> the Casa de Exer-* 
cicLQs was appointed for ctur reception and resideDce, 
This building had been erectedt some years ago as a 
chapel of ease> for-th;^ purpose of accommodating ih§ 
country inhabitants who caqt)^ into the town on Sun** 
^lays to attend divine seirvice^ but wlio frequently 
could not £nd rooi;p jn the churches; apd it bad 
likewise been appropri^Qd for the penitential ac* 
]cnowle4gment of the women. 

'' On Satuixl^y the 26th^ I bad the satis&ction to 
fieceive from bis £xcellencv Seignor Don Ambrosfo 
Higgins de Vallenar> president and captain genera^ 
of the kingdom of Chili, the most ample confirma-* 
tioa of all the liberal offers which bad been made . 
to us by Governor Alava ; together with a letter oon^ 
taining the most polite congratuiation^ on our having 
thus far safely accomplished the great object of our, 
expedition, and having at length arrived in a country 
v^bere nothing should be wanting within the reach 
of bis pc^er to supply, that could in any way con<^ 
tribute to the restoration of our health, adminiater ta 
our future comforts, or tend to re-equip the vessels^ 
and repair the damages which <bey had sustained. 
These obliging and friendly offers were fiirth^ ac«« 
Companied by a communication to governor Alava^ 
f tatingy that if mysell^nd some of the principal ofii^ 
cers should be inclined to visit the capital, we had his 
Excellency's permission tp do so; and in the event 
f)f Qur undertakipg a journey to St. Ja§[o, the go- 
vernor was requested by the President to employ hi« 
sood o$ces, in seeing that we were pr<^edy pro- 
vided for the excursion. 

" Having made arrangements for carrying intQ 
^ect the re-equipment of the vessels^ I determined 
tp avail myself of the obli^iog permission of the pre- 
|i49Qt tQ visit tbe ca|>ital of QhJti, ^qd ordered pre* 
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jnrations to be made for an excursion to St. Jago. 
Our party was to consist of Mr. Puget and Lieute- 
naot Johnstone of the Cbathaixi, and Lieutenants 
Baler and Swaine^ and Mr. Menzit^s of the Di?ico- 
very. I had already made known to governor Alava 
my intention of visiting St. Jago, who yery obligingly 
gave diiiections ; as Valparaiso did not afford any tra^ 
jreHing carriages, that we should be provided with a 
proper number of horses and mules for the expedi* 
tiofl $ the former for our riding, and the latter for 
carrying oar luggage. 

*' Every thing being prepared, we set out early oi4 
Friday morning tlie 3d, with a numerous caVakadej 
for notwithstanding this country had beea settled a 
great length of time, we were given to understand 
that we should fiilil no accommodation on the road 
betvveeQ these two principal towns of the kingdom of 
Chili excepting such as might be met with in the" 
Tillages through which we might pass or occasiona]l3r 
stop at, ^nd these- would consist only of a shed or un^ 
inhabited empty house. A supply of provisioivs might 
be depended upon, but there were neither beds, seats, 
tables, nor any sort of convenient or necessary ar- 
ticles or utensils to prepare 4hem for our table ; alt 
these, with our cook, we were obliged to take with 
VLS', and, lest we should be disappointed of the pro-' 
mised shelter, we were provided with a tent, which 
was packed in convenient travelling trunks, and car- 
ried on the backs of the mules, according to the usual 
method of travelling in this country. 

" From the town of Valparaiso, which is situated 
on a narrow tract of very uneven ground at the foot 
of the steep rocky precipices, which at no great distance 
firom the water-side, compose the fthores, there is no 
pass' immediately into the country, but ttor foot pas- 
lengers; for the main road which leads into the interior 
parts of the country, approaches the sea-shore through 
the village gf Almandrel whither our route was neces- 
jNtfily directed. This village L» pleasantly situated 
U3 



auftd is on a mare extensive border <^ low land than 
the town of Valparaiso ^ Ij^^t if is boonded io a siaiilar 
y/ny behind, by »tepp andxie^rly banren hills. Th^ val- 
leys and plains, however, ia its Immediate neighbour-^ 
ha^Aj are fertile, and large gardens were both culti- 
Koated for |>roiit^ and decor^te^ for amusement. From 
^^maodrel a tolerably good, though rather steep, 
load bod been made, in a zigzag way , over a ridge of 
bilU, of considerable extent and elevation, the sum- 
lisil of whidk occupied us full two hours in reaching^ 

'' paving gained the top of the road, which passes 
9ver ^ depreissed part of that ridge of lofty hklls which 
^ind the sea. coast, we arrived in a spacious plain 
yearly ojx. a level with the summit of the hills we 
bad now left b^ind vis. This plain extended to a 
considerable distasK^e, in a north-easterly, easterly, 
find south-east dire^tioo, where it finished at the base 
^ aoiother ridge of hiillsr, beyond which were aeen 
other ranges ^riously diy^sified, and rising in snc^ 
49wsion.one after Another 3 until our view was termi- 
nated by the hoa^y head of the lofty Andes, wrapped 
in undissolving snow. Had the intervening piain^ 
and the surrounding rising hills, exhibited the verdant 
iiroductionsof nature, asisisted by the hand of man, the 
iand^eape would have been beautiful in the extreme, 
but this was not the case; and the apparent sterility of 
the wide waste, that now encompassed us op every side, 
rendered that abundant svispply of good things which 
we had been daily acQuatomed to see in the market of 
Valparaiso, a circumstance not ^sily to be acooionted 
for. ^ 

'^ The few miserable inhabitants that existed on ita 
tar&oe, Iwed in wretched little hovels, made prin- 
cipally of mud. The fraooues of these dweUinga, of 
which we had seen about a dozen, were rudely con- 
flft]^jCte4p£wgpd,aAd plastered onierwitha thipk coBting' 
cf mud; this served as a wall, wlulstthe unssioothed 
aur&ce of the ground formed the floos, and a ljt4le 
or no covering appeared on the' roof j the wbob 
$eeaiing scarcely to afford a shade against the scorch- 
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huoaUe oaansioos /ooukl afford no akeit^. 

'' At one of tbesc^ aieao abodes, about 15 cDiles frim 
Valparaiso, we stopped to dioe. The inside of lb» 
dweiling more forcibly displaj^ed die poverty of its 
iiUiabit^ats thao had been exhibited by itseKteFoal 
appearance; fpr it hardly contaiaed the aaost coa»i9Cii 
i»ece^aries to the existeace of hunaan life; a dirty 
table, a stool, a wretched bed in one corner, and &ve 
or six crosses, comprehended all its furniture ; yet it 
was nidt withQot some decorations of a religious nature | 
and what still more ^tracted our notice, those who 
resided in it not only indulged in the luxury of taking 
tbe^mattee, whidi is an inliision of an herb imported 
fxi>m Paraguay, . but to our surprize, the very i&ar 
utensils they possessed for their most common dooea* 
tic purposes were chiefty made of silver. The land 
about these misei^ble hovels was, like the wide sui^ 
rounding waste> in a perfect state of nataxe, without, 
the vestige of any labour hav'mg been ever bestowftd 
upon it, not even in the cultivation of a garden. Th& 
few wretched people who inhabit this dreary wiW, 
seemed to rely IntM^ly on the bountifiil hand af> 
Providenoe for their daily* subsitence; and to pais, 
away their lives, without entertaining a wish to pro* 
core the least addition to their happiness or comfort, 
at the eKpence of any exertion . Indolence and super* 
stition appeared to influence the whole of their oe»- 
di|6t> wlxich was marked with a greater degree of u«* 
cleanliness and those chacacierislscB that diafeingois]]^ 
tlie very lowest order of society, than 1 had befons 
witn<isaeii amongst any people who had ever had tha 
tldvaqtage of living amongst those connected with the 
iuvilized workU 

5' JLittle variation occnxred ia the scenery, inofor- 
joiuriiey in the afternoon ; towards the evening, wtt» 
«TL«ed at the village of Casa Blanco, or, the White 
House. Here our guides pro{iosed we should reit, 
tai jihe aigbt. « 
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** Casa Blanco is a feamlet, coasisting of a tuesi 
church and about forty houses in its neighbourhood j 
which, with some inclosures of land under cultivatioa* 
fermed a pleasing contrast to the barren naked country 
through which our day's journey had been directed* 
The |>rincipal person of the village appeared to be tho 
liumte, who having been made aoquainted with our 
approaehi was prepared to meet va, and gave us a iik« 
hospitable reception with that which had been so 
generally shewn by all the good people of this country 
with whom we had hitherto met. In the exercise c^ 
his humanity and goo(^ wishes^ our reverend friend 
seemed to be much hurt that he had so little to bestow -, 
but as we fortunately did not st^nd mudi in need of 
hts assistance, excepting in one respect> that of provid- 
li^ us with a lodging, we soon relieved him from his 
embarrassment. Tliisgentleman immediately furnished 
us with a house, over which he held some authority; 
a mansion precisely of the description which, we had 
been given to uadeft|and> we should find on the road 
for our accommodation. 

*' As it, however, was totally destitute of all kinds 
of fturniture> we were obliged to resort toourneigb« 
hours ibr such temporary conveniences as we sh<rald 
want, which they very readily supplied : and whilst 
oyar supper was preparing we visited the inhabitants 
in the village, by whom we were received with the 
most cheerful affability ;• particularly by the younger of 
the sex, amongst whom we noticed several fauea 
which, even by the side of our feir countrywomen, 
might liave been considered as pretty, had not the 
intolerable nasty custom of painting both red smd ixiiite 
dastxv^ed. the natural delicacy of their compleapon, 
iind impaired the effect of the agreeable assemblm of 
tfadr features. Their assiduity ta please was £ow- 
mvm very engaging, and the eveoii^ passed so f4eas- 
anlly, that the fatigue of the day's journey was, I 
believe, iuttrely. forgotten by moat of us. The hoasea 
pf this villa^ beipg all wliit^-washed, |avo it a 



M&mm -9HB WOBLB. M$ 

af^teoranoe^ whidi, as we approached, impressed ua 
wi^ a belief that we «tbould find these dwelUogs 
infinitely superior to the wretched hovel» we b^ 
passed in the course c^thexiay; but we had the mor-* 
tification to discover, on accepting the invitations of 
the principal people, that the same want of deaolineaa 
prevailed, and that wretchedness, ipdoknoe, and 8U<« 
perstitlon was exhibited here in as great adegree> aa 
waongst the cottagers on the sun-parched desert. 

" Our time was agreeably engaged until supper waa 
aerved, when we were favoured with the company of 
every inhabitant^ I believe, belonging to the village | 
the- principal persons partook of our repast^ whilst the 
others seemed to be equally gratified in the opportunity 
that was afibrded them^ of satisfying their Carioutj^ 
wUh a scene so novel and unexpected in their country. 
The glass went cheerfiiily round, and oar new frienda 
did not retire until a late hour. Our blankets were then 
apnsadj but the night did n'bt pass so {rieasantiy as the 
ev^ingfaad promised 3 for our re^K^asmost torment* 
ingly disturbed by the vermin, which had been generati 
€d by the former filth of our habitation^ and which now 
took leirenge noon us strangefs for having endeavoured 
tp dispossess them of their strong holds by sweeping 
€iut the p^ace. Wiien we arose in the morning we 
fotmd ourselves but little refireshed, owing to the great 
annoyance we had suffered from myriads of bugs and 
fleas. £arly the next momiag we again set out; and 
soon arrived at the foot of tliat range of hills that givea 
bounds to the plain 00 which Gasa Blanco is situated. 

** On a new road then constructing, we had hem 
for the first timeaa opportunity of seeing the peasa»try 
of the country in a labouring capacity, and we couM 
not help remarking, that theif inactivity tn the per- 
^mauoe of their work could only be equalled by th«t 
huoible means they possessed §ar carrying it ifitoexe* 
pution^ 

'^ About four in the afternoon we stopped a^a aiud 
(lovely at a distance of nesurly fiv^ miles from tto 
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tnoitBtaki of Praow. The coimtiy we had passed 
through possessed Hule to emertafn, and less to inter- 
est, the traveller j its general character was similar to 
that over which we had passed before, excepting that 
k was more wooded, without any objects to vary the 
scene ; and being much fatigued with our new mode of 
conveyance, and the heat of the weather, the advice 
of the dragoons who were our guides^ to make this 
spot our resting place for the rn^ht, was willingly 
acceded to by all parties. Some lamb and poultry 
were soon^procured fo^ dinner, which was dressed by 
«ur cook, and both proved to be very good. Our 
table was spread under the shade of some vines close 
tp the hqvel, where we were attended by a few pea- 
sants brought thither by curiosity, who conducted 
themselves very respectfully. We retired very early 
to our blankets, which, as before^ were spread in th# 
hove] on the bare ground. 

■ '* Having next morning set out at a very early hour 
we stopped to breitofast ab&ut fifteen miles from the 
capital, whose l<^ty spires were now plainly discerned, 
towering above the numerous houses winch the city 
appeared to contaki. Notwithstanding our present 
vicinity to so large a town, we found no other plaoe 
for the accommodation of travellers than the mud 
hovel, where we were entertained in the saihe way 
as we had Hben before. 

'* Having finished our breakfast we agsdn resumed 
our journey ; the road was level, broad, and firm, and 
we had not travelled far, before on each side of it were 
seen plantations and vineyards, in each of which a 
neat white house *was generally situated at a little 
distance from the road. The appearance of cukivarion 
and fertility in these low lands, when contrasted with 
stupendous summits of the Andes, produced a most 
agreeable effect^ and rendered this part of oor journey 
very pleasant and entertaining. After a smart ride 
of nearly two hours, we arrived at a house about a 
mile fxQOBk the capital, where fattgudj and a joamey of 
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aioety miles, ma<ie it necessary that we shouM halt; 
not only for the purpose of taking some rest and refresh- 
menty but also that we might equip ourselves for the 
iriatt of ceremcjcy we were about tt> make to thb 
Captain General. From hence I dispatched one of 
the dragoons who had attended us with a letter t6 
his exoeilency, announcing our arrival in the vicinity 
of the capital, and stating, that with his permission 
we would do ourselves the honour of paying our 
respects to him at the palace in the evening > and I 
gave forther directions to the ^agoon, to procure and 
send from St. Jago> carriages ^utficient to convey 
thither the whole party. In the noean time our dinner 
waa provided and served, and it was our intentiou aft 
•Qon as that should be over to dress onrseli^? in alt 
our best apparel, that we might make as uniform an 
appearance on this occasion as our several stocks of 
clothing would enable us to do ; for the extreme length 
of the voyage had deprived most of the party of the 
principal parts of their wsfhdrobe, itod we had scarcely 
a coat or a hat that was fit for common use, much less 
^r an occasion like this. In the midst of our en* 
deavours to make as smart an appearance as we 
could contrivo, the dragoon returned, accompanied by 
on ofiicer finom the Captain Gieneral, whom he sent 
lor the purpose of complimenting us and congratulate 
ing us on our arrival, and of desiring that w^ would im* 
nediately repair to the palaee, on horses which he had 
tent for the purpose of conveying us in a suitaUe man- 
ner to the capital. These horses we had imagincid to 
be like those whidi had brought us from Valparaiso, 
but to our great astonishment, those which had now 
•rrived from the President under the care and directioa 
of another officer, seemed to be very high-bred ani^ 
xnals ; and were all richly caparisoned with fine saddles 
and bridles, and saddle-ckxhs richly decorated, and 
friDged with gold and silver lace, according very iH 
with thedress ]tk which we were under the necessity 
of appcaving. We grooeedftd towards * ib» ci^ita^ 
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.with a trae military step, attencied by the two oifeert^ 

and our ftMroaer guides the dragoons. 

\ " The iocotwenieQce we experienced ion first set* 
ting out, from being equipped in (bis pompous nooui^ 
ner, was greatly increased by the crowds of pe^c 
who Jbad assembled to see our cavalcade pass along, in 
winch tbey were fully gratified by the slowness of 
our pace, until we arrived at the palace : where csi our 
alighting, we were received by a guard which was 
turned out on the occa8ion> and were eondactcd in 
ferm to the audience chiimber. Here we were re* 
oeived by his £xeUency Don Anibrosio Higgins de 
Valenar, with that sort of unaffected welcome in which 
neither ceremony nor fiattery appeared, and which 
amply repaid us^for all the little sufierings we had 
endured in the course of our journey. Thi» polite 
and cordial reception we had indeed anticipated tiom 
the reports we had received^ beifore our departure from 
Valparaiso, and afterwards on the road to St. Ja^ 
His Excellency *s character, not only in respect of his 
great attention and urbanity to strangers, but of his 
parental care and constant solicitude for tb& general 
happinetfs and comfort of ail the people who Itvtsd 
finder his government, were the constant topics of our 
conversatioo; and it is not to be wondered at if, on 
this occasion, we became instantly impressed with the 
jnstkaa which report had done to his virtues^ by his 
congratulations and hearty welcome to- the capital of 
■Chih, which were delivered by him m our own ki^ 
gnage with a fluency that greatly exdt^ onr astonisii* 
.cnent, wh^ we were infi>rmedhy his EiceUency, 
that he had now been resident in New Speiar twentjM 
feur years, daring which time very few opportsnidei 
had occnrred to him £ot speaking En^iafa; Wo 
tiow learned fi-om Don Ambrosio hhnaelf that bt 
was a native of Ireland, whence he had been i^^ent 
Kupwards of forty years, that at an dsrly poind of iur 
I'tSe ^ had entered into the £c^[Hs)i amy; biit nee 
#btK^Dng. in ihat aan4G» the gionfti^^^ fift-he^ct'tt' 
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"pecM, he had embraced more advaDtageons offer* 
Oft tbe contin^])t. His firstconunisslon in the service 
•ofhi« Ciitholie Ms^^y was iu the corps of engineers, 
whence he exchanged into the dragoons, and was 
900n raised to the rank of lieulenaot -colonel } in this 
aiiiaation he served for some time in Old Si>ain» and 
afterward in this courntry, until he obtained the dis- 
tiogoished post of military coomiander on the frontiers 
of Chili, and governor of Conception. In this service 
he was employed twelve years, and had the good 
fortune, by the ooastantexecciseof his humanity, and ' 
itn uniform attention to the comforts of the native 
inhabitaBts of the' country, so to subdue the natural 
^ercenesB of their dispositions, a^ to induce them to 
puhcmt to the government of S^ain. For this essentiid 
jervice4ie was promoted about the year 1783 to the ex^ 
.aked station he now fills > since which t»rae he has been 
honoured with repeated n^arks of approbaUon and dis^ 
lioction by his Catholtc Majesty, who has been pleased 
to confer upon him the orders of €harles the Third, 
^d St. Jacaesj with the rank of lieutenant-genend 
in the Spanish army. 

*' A reom of considerable dimensions was allot- 
ted to me ki the palace, and a large apartment 
adjoining to it was appropriated, to the use oi Mr. 
PUget smd the rest of the officers, in whicli were a 
jKtffioieHt numbef of small beds for the party, covered 
with thin gaose oaoaquito^nets. The two dr^oohs 
who had attended us from Valparaiso) were now 
appointed to be uvefud to us io tj^ capacity of serv- 
ants I and every odier matter was attended to, order* 
ed 8i>d settled, that eveDtng* which coukl in any waf 
coDtrihufce to lender our stay at St. Jagp and our re« 
sidence in the palace, as pleasant as poasible. Nor did 
the pcditedftess of the President end here, for, previ- 
ooalj to the supper being aooounced^ he introduced to 
otir acqiMMntance Don Ramoa de Rosas, the corra^ 
gidor, and £>on Francis Casaada^ a captain of dragoona 
wiyo recerv64 ilMi Pfeskjbsnt^a di^rectioDa teuse hii 
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Utmost endeavours in showing us every thing in Sit 
Jago worthy the attention of strangers, and to make 
tts known to the piincipal &milies residing in th* 
city. * ' .. 

<<The sapper, oonsisting of a great van Ay of iiat 
dishes, was served up on stiver, at which no person 
•was present hut Don Ambrosio th^ president, Don Ra- 
mon de Rosas, and ourselves; all sort of ceremony wa« 
now laid aside^ and agreeably to the repeated intreatiet 
of his EiLcellency, we considered and felt ourselves 
as much at home as if we had been partaking a re- 
past in England with our most intimate acquaintanoes, 
.The iirst part of our conversation was chiefiy engross- 
*ed byii^uiries respecting our late discoveries on "the 
Aorth-west coast of America. In this 1 ^waa very 
* happy to learn, thai no part of our ccnduct, or traiM- 
tactions with our subjects of bis Catholic Majesty, 
iippeared to have given the least caose for jealousy, or 
jcomplaint against our little commumty ^ and I was 
iilso much gratified by the very handsome complialents 
ithat were paid to mysei^ and officers, on the «Qcoessfiil 
labours of our voyage. 

*' Soon after supper was ended, a number ef ladies 
^made their appearanee at the iron grating that protect- 
ed the window of the palace, begging our acceptance 
;of nosegays^ and oeqoesting that we wonkl join the 
' .f«6t of their party, assembled at a little distance from 
.the palace; 'but as I thought "it would be akm re- 
spectful to pay our. compliments to his Excellency ki 
the audience-room, whicb formality was fixed for 
-the succeeding morning, before we should visit any 
*one else in the city, we declined their obliging invi- 
•tation for the present, with a promise of acknowledging 
.their civility the following day* 

*' Every ^Sunday morning the President has a levee, 
(Which is usually attended by th& military people, and 
-the principal inhabitants of the city and surrouncKng 
.country. For the purpose of being formally intro- 
iiduced at his levee, we iaaade ourselmas smart as the 
exhausted state of oux respective wardrobes: wogl^ 
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aBow^ and then repaired to tfee audience-chamber; 
tl»is room which is spacious, was neatly, but not ex- 
trav^antly, furnished 3 the anti-chamber was large 
io p rqigr tion, and the entrance to each was from tho 
EJSOu^pjthrough large folding doors. In the anti- 
cham^^ were the poxtraits of the several presidents of 
Qbiliji-rfrom the first estabUshment of the Spanish 
authority in this part of the country, to the present 
governor, whose portrait was one of the number. The 
inside walls jof these rooms were covered with glazed' 
tiies, veaembling those frdm Holland, for about eight 
or ten feet from the floor, which had a good effect/ 
and was a great relief to the dead white plaster of 
the remaining part up to the ceiling. At the upper 
end of the audieoce-room was a small stage, raised 
a few feet from the floor, upon which was placed 
the chair of state, ornamented with a canopy of red 
<&inask, and decorated with the portraits of their 
Catholic Majesties, which were placed on each side 
of the President's bhair. The levee was attended by 
abocit one hundred and twenty persons, the greater- 
part of whom appeared in the regimentals of tho 
established militia of the country; and^ in such a- 
well dressed company, our thread-bare uniforms* 
aufierod much by comparison. I had however, taken 
the precaution to apologize to his Excellency for the 
reduced state of our apparel, and he did not fail, on in-* 
troducing us to his friends, to enumerate the hardships 
ve had undergpne» to state the length of time we had 
been absent from the civilised world, and to conclude, 
an evjsry occasion, with some panegyric on the labo-* 
lioos undertaking in which we had been so long en* 
gaged. This verj^ polite and friendly attention soon 
relieved us from any embarrassment which, at first, it 
was natural we should feel in being thus unexpect- 
edly thrown into a curcle of gentlemen, who made a 
very splendid appearance, and who seemed to have 
great pride in conforming to the fashion of the day» ^ 
and the^ ati<iaette of our court parade. From all tba 
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gentietndo, to whom we were made known, w^ r^ 
cetved the most flattering congratulations on our 
arrival at St. Jago, accompanied by very friendly invi- 
tutions to their houses; and every one appeared to 
1>e anxious to make our time pass as plea8anf|&^as the 
drcumstances of the place would permit. A!tier we 
Ijad severally paid our compliments to ttie PrelSdem, 
the levefe broke up, and we followed the rest of the 
party, accompanied by Don Ramon and Captain 
Casada^ to the levee of the Bishop of Chili, vdiich 

' always commences on the conclusion of the President's. 
Here we were again received with the same politeness 
and afl^bility which hfld marked our reception at Dcm 
Ambrosio's. The Bishop is addressed by the title of 
Illustrissimay and the palace in which he constantly re- 
sides, in point of magniSoence and show, exoeeded, in 
a great degree^ evety house in St. Js^o, not excepting 
l^e Presideoi's, to whom the Bishop is the next person ' 
m rank and consequence, llie rooms here were not so 
ku^ as those of the nyyal palace, but they were sufB« 
ciently capacious and well proportioned 5 the watis^ 
wefe hung with yellow silk, festooned at the to|», the 
fbrniture was rather gaudy than elegant, yet every 
object bespoke the richness and exalted station of the 
illustrious owner. The Bishop was dressed in a loose 
clerical garment of purple silk, buttoned close, with « 
sort of apron that extended round his waist, and reach- 
ed below his knees. This part of bis dress, I was 
given to und€»*stand, is commonly worn in Spain bjr 
the dignitaries of the church. 

" The same persons who attended the levee of hb 
Excellency, repaired with us to the palace of the Bishop; 
but their deportment here, in point of respect, far 
exceeded that which bad been shewn to the President. 
Many priests attended the levee, one of wh(»zi always 
conducted to the Bishop the peron who was to be 
intrtjduceH, who, when sufficiently near, bept pno 

^"knee, and received in that submissive attitude the be- 
o^dictioQ of tihe church. On this oocasioo^ theBkhoa 
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with one hand made the iigure of a cross oret the^ 
bead of the person introduced, whilst he presented a 
ring which he wore on the ^nger of the other, to' 
i(<^ceive an additional homage, paid by touching it with 
the Iipji».as in act of kissing. This ceremony was not. 
restricted to a few, for we did not perceive any one ia^ 
the group that did not go through it, and as I had made 
it a constant rule to conform, on all occasions, to the^ 
innocent manners and customs of whatever country 
we might chance to visit, I sho'uld not have hesitated 
to perform the like ceremony on our introductiotiy 
bad the slightest hint b^n given, either by Don Ra-* 
mon or Captain Cassadat that it would be expected 
from U8> but, as their silence left us completely to 
our own feelings, we each of us simply made our 
bow, which appeared to be as well accepted, and ta 
receive as gracious a benediction, as if we had adopted 
the other customary formality. 

" From the bishop's palace we were conducted to tBfc- 
houses of the judges and great officers of state, in ail 
of which we experienced the same cordiality and 
friendliness, and received the same pressing intreatiet 
to their families as had uniformly been offered by every 
person with whom we had become acquainted since 
our first arrival in this hospitable country. About two 
o'clock we retu;med to the palace, where we found 
the President waiting our arrival for dinner, which 
was served up on a plain deal ilirconstructed table, by 
means corresponding with the magnificence of the 
dinner se^ivlce, whioh was entirely composed df silver. 
The company consisted of the President, Don Ramon 
de Rosas, Captain Cassada, and ourselves ; and the 
conversation turned chiefly on the late labours of 
our survey, and the discoveries we had made on the 
coast of North- West America, which was repeatedly 
honoured with the most flattering commendation* 
from the Captain General, who appeared to be ex* 
tremely interested in the events which we. related. 

'< After drinking coflee, which is fdways brought 
Xk3 



99S GAPTMW !nuroou!^r«x^B totaob 

in asMon as the ^loth is retnoved? every one f^tlre^ 
loibis private aparttneot, a custom which ho 'generally 
prevatts in this kingdom, that, between the hours of 
tJbfiee in the afternoon and sax in the even'mg, no. 
f^TBon is seen ' in the streets, the shops are «hut up, 
and the same fttillntsspcevaik as if kwere actually 
night. Accuatocned as we had hitherlo been to a life 
«f coastam anxiety, and^to be satisfied with lirtie rest we 
wexe .at £rst gready at a ios9 to disoorer how- we should 
employ the ^urs whickwereihus dedicated to sleep 
l)y die society in which we were now living; but the 
exercise ot* the morning, tlie heat of the weather, the 
want jof occupation, and the n^nrtti inotoation to sleep 
after a l^eartyineal,«ooii reconciled us to the pmcttce 
of the country -, and we all induiged in a siesta, and 
^oyed it I believe foil ^s much as the most i^olup-^ 
tuous Spaniard in the capital. 

** Accompanied by our new ^tends, we were intro-' 
Aced in die evening to the family of Senr. Cotappas,. 
a Spanish merchant of considerable eminence. A 
description of this gentieman*« mansion will sen^e to 
convey an idea of the manner in which all the liouses 
in the city of St. Jago are baiit. This, like most of 
the principal habitations, liormed a quadrangle, iodos* 
log an open area, or court-yanl, of about thirty yards 
square, one side of which is a dead wail that runs 
parallel to the street J and, as none of the houses are 
more than one story in height, this wall totally bb- 
staires every appearance ot the buildings -within, 
The i^U7aoce into the fore^court from the street^ 
was through a gateway in this wall, to which the 
bflflasefmot^, occupying* the opposite side, whilst 
the wiogs, or two remaining sides of the square to 
tbe right and left, were, as is most commonly the case, 
divided into offices ibr servants, and sleeping tipart- 
Baenu. Senr. Cotappas's house consisted of an antf- 
chamter,,a large kind of dining-parioufr, and bed- 
chaoiber. AH the room& were Tery spacious, the 
pqiipi^, oae jQfnsi»Bd aipGOt six^ leet in Jengtl;, 
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•fit was 4iboa^ eq«al to the biieadtli* This *oom •*«♦ 
wpe^ly^ orratfeer finely, fornished j from the ceilmg 
iwpe swpendedtwo glass lustres, or chand^ierfej an! 
«R tile walk were some patBttngs^ the wabjects «€ 
viUoh were taking from the sacreS writhifs ; »t each 
end 0t the room were large foldkig-dows. The com- 
pany we bepe met were divided into two parties 5 the 
Jadtes were -seated on cushions on one side of the room, 
and the gentienien were «itting o}>jK)site 'to l^hem ofi 
dkenps, amengst whom we weve instantly furnished • 
Yfkh Beats. The entertainfyients of the evening <xm- 
8ifil>ed ift ^ concert and b^ll, in hoih of which «he kdiea 
bad the {>nticif»al share, and seemed to take greet pleas- 
ure in excelling in both the accomplishments of mnskt 
and >d9i»ciiig. The whole of the concert was per- 
iSormed by the ladies ; one led the band on the pland- 
ibrte, whilst the others ^lled up the accompaniments 
on violuiSi flutes, Mid the harp; the whole was ex- 
ttemoly well conducted, and srflForded ns a musical 
traat, to which we bad been long intire strangers. 
• •* We should have been extremeily happy to have 
availed ourselves of the pressing intreaties ofSenr.'Co* 
l^ppas to join with the ladies in dancing, but as therr 
country dances appeared to be very difl^nk, and as 
no <N9e amongst us eonld recollect the^gures ofany^ 
(hose we ^had been accustomed to in England, we wera 
lender the mortification of acknowledging our ignoratKie^ 
^nd declining the intended civtHty of the master of tfhd 
itau^. From this (Hsappaintment in die pleasures eftb^ 
evening we' were, bowerer, in some measure relieved* 
hf some of the ladies, who had retired frota the dance; 
adding ns a message, requesting ^e would join-thelt 
party <m the cushions;, with-thift we instantly <!omi)lied, 
and considered ourselves greatly indebted 'for liiig 
mark df condescension, as It was departing from l!h6 
established rnks ojf their ' society dn iuch occasiont. 
Tie generality of the ladtes in St. Jago,«re not wanfSM 
k) /|»cr3otial charms, imfi mast of tlioae we bad-w 
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pleasu|re4if meeting this evening might racher b^ oo0«* 
ai.4ered handsome dian otherways i they are in general 
^ranettes, with expressive black eyes^ and r^olar 
^tures^ bat a want of that neatness which is so 
qduch valued amongst Englishmen, and sq :^uc^ the 
ijie pride of my fair country women, was cbinpicooac 
in many particulars, especially in the total neglect of 
their teeth, which are suffered to become intoleraU/ 
dirty. The most singular part of their dress was a sort of 
bell-hooped petticoat, that reached from the waist to jnsi 
below the knees, though some of them did not wear 
them quite so low ; immediately beneath this external 
part of their dress appeared the -tinder linen garment, 
the bottom of whieh, as well as the tassela of their 
garters, was Ringed with gold lace. 

" Excepting the instances which are unhappily to 
be found amongst the sex in England, the female part 
of the society possess a characteristic delicacy of sen- 
timent and expression j bat here such a degree of 
levity is observable in the conduct of the ladies, not 
only in their conversatioQ, but in dancing and on other 
occasions, as to give a stranger, and particularly an 
Englishman, no reason to entertain a very exalted opi- 
pion of their virtue, but rather to impress him with 
notions prejudicial to the female character. I must, 
however, in jastice to all those ladies with whom I 
had the honour of being acquainted, and they were 
yery many, beg leave to state, that I discovered no* 
thing that could impeach the fidelity of the married 
iromen, nor attaint the character of the single ladies ; 
pptyfithstanding that the manpersand customs of the 
country }n which t^ey live sanction a freedom of 
speech^ and familiarity of behaviour, that tended, in 
pur opinion, toabr|dgpthe sex of a portion of that 
Vespect from ihp inen, of which^ as Englishmen, we 
did not like to see theiu deprived. To them we were 
'indebted for the most civil and obliging attention that 
4Mn be imagined during our residence in the capital; 
their doora were always open to receive us -^ theii; 



liodses were' in a manner our homes; their enter- 
Uinments were formed for the sole purpose of affording 
OS amusement; and no endeavour >vas omitted that 
could, m any way, contribute to the pleasure we re- 
c^yed In oiiKing in their society. Nor were we less 
-indebted to all those gentlemen to whom we became 
Itnown, who exercised the utnK>st of their powers to 
lender our stay at St. Jago agreeable, by shewing u» 
«very thing worthy of our rvotice, and by communi- 
cating every information that was either useful or 
entertaining. 

*• The time that we remain^ in the capital of ChllJ , 
p^sed nearly in the same manner as I have already 
described, without the occurrence of any incidents to 
require a particular relation ; for this reason I shaH 
pass over the several pleasant engagements we had in 
tfae dlflfeFeut families during our residence in this 
hospitable place, and proceed to give some account of^ 
4be public buildings in the city, and to detail such 
other information as we were enabled to collect, and 
•»^ich, probably^ may not be unacceptable to my 
seaders. 

*' The city of St. Jago, including the detached houses 
W suburbs, . I should suppose, cannot be less thati 
liaree or fotir miles in arcumference. The city is 
well supplied with water from the river Mapocho, 
which has its source in the mountains, at some distance 
Irom the capital, and is made to branch off in such a 
manner, on its approaching the town, as to pass 
llirough the principal streets; but the same want of 
cleanliness that pervades the insides of the houses, here 
jtnanifes^ed itself in the open air, and instead of this 
stream becoming the means by which the streets 
lioigbt have been kept constantly sweet, it is ren- 
dered a most insufferable . nuisance, by the prodigious 
Quantity of filth Which is emptied into it from the 
bouses. 

^< To the soojthvErard of the principal square, is erect» 
kig, tiy order d[ his Catholic Majesty, and^underlhe 
direction of Professor Don Joa. Joesca, the M^ey- 
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house, or Mint. The situation is open, hesKbf, ml 
v^ell chosen for this extensive and spactous btulding^ 
\irhich appeared to be constracting upon the plan of 
the public offices contained within Sonierset-Housa 
in London, though the structure is by nonaeans equal 
to that edifice, either in size or magnificence. It 
is intended for the residence of all the officers and 
people belonging to the Mint. The apartments for 
ibe foriDer are large and commodious, and the roooif 
of the latter are very convenient. To these are 
added a sort of hospital for the sick, and a chapel 
for divine service. Large places are to be fitted 
up for the reception of the materials and impie* 
ments used in assaying the precious metalsy.and sepa*. 
rating them from the ore. The walls are buHt wUk 
large bricks^ and the cement, or oiortar, « fiua 
lime procut^ by the calcination of shells. Fart of 
the inside was plastered with a most delicate wUtB 
substance, that had the appearance of being very dar« 
able. Most of the iron-work used in the buiiding, 
and such as is nescessary for the implements, Sensed 
in the business of coining, is imported from Old S^da. 
Patterns fbr the balconies, balusters; and rails, have been 
transmitted from St. Jago to Biscay, which have beeo 
sent back in iron, most perfectly and satisfednri^f 
executed. All the wood spade use of in this fabric is 
oak, excepting for the doors and windows, which am 
made of cypress. The principal front is to the iiorth» 
and is about one hundred and fifty yards in leiigdk 
Bemdes the door, or grand entrance, which is adorned 
wjth eight columns, there are eighteen inferior wia* 
dows, and eighteen superior balconies. The two other 
fronts look to the east and to the west, and 4re each of 
them one hundred and seventy-eight yards in lei^;di; 
these are decorated in the same manner as the principal 
Iront.. with pillars and balconies, between which aro 
various escutcheons, ^Ith devices alluding to the pur* 
pose for which the building is erected. Thecourt-janl 
h 45 yards square, the whole adorned with cohuiiiisi 
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mniatrsufe, frieze and cornice, which extend round the 
court at some little distance from the building. I'ho 
principal entrance leads into a 8[>acious saloon > on 
tbe right are the apartments destined for the super-' 
iDtendant, and on the left are to be those of the auditor $ 
besde these, in the other two fronts, are the public 
offices, the hall for drawing bills, the office for weigh- 
ing gold and silver, the treasury, auditory, chapel, hos- 
pital, See. &c. After passing through the court-yard 
towards the smelting offices we entered a passage, 
fberteen yards wide, which led round all the workshops 
and offices of labour : the whole of the edifice is of 
Ihe Doric order, and the distribution of the offices and 
apartments appeared to have been well considered and 
jndiciously appropriated. 

> ** Tbe architect is professor Don Joa. Joesca, di»- 
ciple of the lieutenant-general Don k^Vaucisco Savatint 
first architect to his Catholic Majesty. Don Joesca 
undertook to finish and complete this building for 
seven hundred thousand dollars, and the Captain- 
General, impressed with a just idea of the use and 
importance of such an establishment, was induced to 
give his consent to the undertaking, as the calculation 
of the expense bore in his estimation no proportion 
to the advantages it would afterwards insure, or the 
convenience it would afibrd. The architect, however, 
leeros to have pean greatly mistaken in the money 
which he stated the building would cost, as the Presi- 
dent assured me, he was clearly of opinion, that it 
would require a million and an half of dollars to be 
expended on the edifice before it could be com* 
pleteiy finished. 

. ''There is a small hill, about a third of a mile 
distant from the principal square, in the grounds be«i 
longing to the religious of the Dominican order^ 
which is called St. Domingo. This hill contains a 
quarry of freestone, of a whitish colotii', soft, and easily 
worked by the chissel. The vicinity of this hill to 
the city, and the fagUity with which thejtones ^ero 
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to be pRKUred from die quarrj, itidt»c^ the Bi'Acni 
Don Joan Goozales 4e Meigarego to begiii ti» lab6» 
rious undenak'iD^ of building a cathedral^ for wfajob 
purpose he gave forty-tbree tboiM^nd .dollars taw^tdB 
ka ereotion, and laid, the first stCMie of the edifice on 
the first day of July, 1748. At this tiine there wa« 
not an artist in the kingdojaEi.of Chili to whose ;ibilicyv 
a work of this descfiption could be entrusted, §(X which 
teaaon no particular plan was adhered tOj aodjtbe ^h^ 
itecture seems to be a medley of whatever occuredto 
the persons who- superio tended . its constr uctto;]. Tte 
principal front is tq the east; that side which- commu- 
nicates with the episcopal palace is to tiie souM^^ and 
the north front runs parallel to the street. The leflgtk 
of the building is about one hundred and twenty^yards^ 
its breadth is not less than tbirty-iive, and the. height 
of the middle aisle is dghteen yards. 

''It was not until after thirty years were exporedU 
that application .was made . to Madrid fi)r. a skilful 
professional person to supeiintend the completion* of 
this edifice* In the year 177^» Spn Joesc^^.tho 
architect employed in .building the mon^y houae» w» 
appointed to this of&ce, ani, fortunately, at tkiadoae^ 
the principal firont was not begun. The plans hedreor 
ivere summitted to the then prelate, Don Manuel do 
Alday; and, on the first day of March, in the year 
1780, this. artist took upon himself the charge oftho 
building which, at this time, wanted only five arches 
to reach the line of the principal front; the elevatioo^ 
of w^hich, I was girea to understand, is a close iaa* 
(ation of^St. John do Latere, and according to tbo 
designs oi the famous Barroauni. TSiere are tkreq^ 
doors kx this side, embellished withxolufmns of tbelcmic 
order; within isa Jbandsome staircase, thatieads to light 
and eleg^pt towers, which add greallyto.tke tseautilui 
appearance of this front. The cathedral contaioa t«« 
altars, and, though tkey. appeared to have.baea coO'* 
atrocted without regard to any mle of proportbfi, .yet 
fho]r aio.woU.wor% of ottentMu Thi& iiUaonia and 



fAattef a of each are aa exceiient iimtaliOii! of jasper y 
Uiese are groen« ihe pedestals are red> the cornices: 
yellow, the bases aod eapitals are pk, ami the whole; 
together produees a vtry good efiect. The ooloiir o( 
the scone, with which this edifice is built, resensbie* 
that of the Portland stone of EaufahA. The work- 
inansht$» of the maspft appdned to os to be iU exe^ 
coted, as few of the edgesrof the stones were so neatljr 
wrought^ as to fid with exactdesa. Spire» and other 
church ornanients^ we were giveR to understand, 
were intended to be erected, bckt the t\m& when the 
building would .be finished was not ascertaified ; th« 
priests J however, said moss in one part of it, which, 
was sufficiently completed for that purpose. 

'^ A very large church is also constructing, under 
the direction of the same architect ; this structure ia 
built with bricks, its front is of the Doric order, with 
two large toweril> in which considei^ble knowledge 
of b^^uty and proportion seems to have been displayed. 
The inside of this church is of the Ionic order, it con* 
tains three aisles and seven chapels. 

" The gaola of tlie city having fallen Into decay 
some years ago, and becoming insecure for the con« 
fineoaent of prisoners, a large buikiing, of the Tuscan 
order, was erected, and appropriated to this purpose. 
This structure has rather a magni^cent appearance, 
and the dktribotion of the cells and aparttnetita it con^ 
tains seems to have been made with coi»tderaU# 
judgnaefit. The centre of the building is occupiei 
by a grand tower,, in which is the city clock ; and tho 
bell, which strikes the retreat at nine o'clock ; aftet 
vfhkh, it b^scomea the deity of the watchmen to aeatr» 
all peitKHia of 'suspicious ap^arance, or suchasars 
feund in the streets with unlawfal weapona« 

" fieiide these pubMe bniUiiags, is a hcuar belongs 
iog te Sent4 Don lose Haiiasetf de 8aldana, perpetaal 
vegidor of 8t. Jago, and oiiex>f its most opalent citi^ 
%96». The porch^ wbicfa is in the centre of the prinv# 
ti^'hmt^itbiBaMBmMm, ia^acntattd wttkBorio 

tOh. XII. L L 
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coltimns^ snd many pillan of the same order are witti 
considerable taste arranged on each side of it. This 
building is reputed to be the only one in the city in 
which the rules of architecture have been strictly ob- 
served. 

" A very good house was erecting after a design of 
Inigo Jones, as a country resiiJence for Sear. Don 
Jose Antonio Aldunate, the Provisor General of this* 
bishopric, who is justly extolled for his |)oiished 
manners and literary abilities. 

" A chapel was building, at the acpence of the 
friaYs belonging to the order of St. Francisco. The 
Doric prevails in 4:he external comp-^^ition of thi* 
edifice^ but within the pillars are of the Corinthian 
Order. It contains ten distinct chapels, is dedicated 
to our Lady of Carmin, and is called the Litde Ck>n« 
vent. 

'* St. Jago, the capital of Chili, is stated to have 
been founded on the 12th ©f February, 1541. This 
city is the residence of the President, who is Captain- 
General of the whole kingdom, and Governor and 
presiding Judge of the audience chamber, or court of 
justice. It is said to contain thirty thousand five 
hundred inhabitants. The subordinate cities in this 
great kingdom are Coquimbo, Chilian, Concepticm, 
and Valdivia ; and the principal towns are Valparaiso, 
Capiapo, Vallenar, St. Francisco de Borja, St. Raphael 
de la Rosd, La Ligua, Quillota, Los Andes, Melipilla, 
St. Joseph, Ancoucagua, St. Ferdinand, Cufico, Tal- 
ca, Linares, Nueva, Bilboa, Caugeres, and others of 
less importance. 

The kingdom of Chili is stated to extend, in a nor- 
thern and southern direction, from the -usiiihabited 
parts of Atacama, which divides it from the vice« 
royalty of Peru, to the straits of Magelhi»f and in a 
western and eastern directidn, from the ocean Co the 
foot of the Cordilleras, which divides it from the 
vice-royalty of Buenos Ayres j but I cannot help being 
<tf opinion/ that the kii^dom of Chili doil mA extend 
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fixrtlier south than the southern extremity of the isles 
de Chiloe> as I should oonsider the American coasts to 
the southward of those islands, to be that of Patagonia, 
It is divided tuio two bishoprics, or provinc^es, Stt 
Jago and Conception, each of which are under the 
immediate care and direction of an Intendant ^ Briga- 
dier Pon Fjrancisco I^ Mata Linares hafi the charge 
of (he Utter -, and the further title of Chief Intendant. 
of the province of St. Jago is added to ihe rest of the 
posts of honour and places of emolument enjoyed by , 
the present Captain-General Don Ambrosio Higgins 
deVallenar; the value of whose appointments amount 
annually, to thirty thousand dollars, whilst those of 
Don La Mata Linares do not exceed ten thousand 
dollars. These provinces are each subdivided inta 
' cjooall districts, called Subdelegaciones. 

" There is about a million of specie coined at St* 
Jago every year, which is the fund from whence the. 
paries of the state officers, the tfiilitary estaUishment^ 
aiid other incidental e&pences of the go\<ernment, ar^. 
defrayed. The army consists of a battalion of infantry 
in Conception ; two squadrons of horse, one company 
of di:agooas, and two of artillery. The cavalry are all 
well mou|Ued, an4 extremely expert horsenoen, and 
-were they 9S skilfiil in the use of fire-arnis as they are 
in the management of the sword and th^ lanpe, they 
would not be inferior to any troops of this description 
in Europe. I was given to understand^ that in case 
of an attack upon Valparaiso, the principal sea-port 
(of the kingdom, an army of eight thousand men, con* 
sisting of cavalry and militia, could thpre be assembled 
for its defence in iwenty-fouf hours« 

" The country, to the southward of the river Blobio, 
in the province qf Conception, is inhabited by a nation 
of very $erce Indians, who formerly committed great 
depredatipiis on the frontifers under the Spanish apt* 
thority, and lived in a continual state of hostility with 
tiieir civilized neighbours; but in consequence pf the 
hi^x^oey ]pd^oa4« ami political arrangements ly hicb 
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bave been made, ^om time to time, by Don Ambrosia 
' HtggitM, theiHMiiberof the torbalent spirits has been 
niuch reduced, and the natlTes now tease to be regarded 
with any appuehenskKi by the >Spiiniards. 

** Whilst nfc wene under ^he hospibab'ie roof of ffee 
President, Ifcad ati opportOnity of seeing a chief and 
itx of the Indians, who had conw to the pakce to pay 
an annual vittt of respect to the Captain General. 
These peopie were of a middling staiure, they were- 
stout and well made, of regular feamres, and not unlike 
the North- West American Indians; they were dtessed 
«iter the Spanish &shion of tiie coun^ ; but if an 
opinion can be correctly formed of the tribe ihey be- 
^ Idng to from -so small a sample^ they would, b^ w> 
means, answer the expectations 1 had formed of their 
prowess and military character. These Indians were 
accompanied by a Spanish gentleman, who resides 
amongst them in one of their villages, and is called 
Captain of Indians; dfcd \ understood, that to each 
tribe an officer, of similar rank, is attached, who pre* 
8tde8t)yer their interests, corresponds with the Capiniin«- 
General, and on all occasions^ acts as their adviser and 
interpreter. 

•' The exterior commerce of the kingdom is prin- 

cipaliy carried on from the sea-ports of Ck>nceptioa> 

Coquimbo^ and Valparaiso; but the latter has tha 

greatest share ksS. trade, arising from its central srta- 

. atton, and its riiinity to tl)e capiUtl. 

'**The measured distance between St lago and 
Beienos Ayres i could not learn, but I understaod 
that the post travels- fi-om thence' to the capital of 
Chili in twenty days; and that the country, from- 
Buenos Ayres until it reaches the foot of the Cor- 
dilleras> which run in a nortfif»m and southern di- 
rection, and pass to the eastward of St. Jago, is 
one entire desert, withoirt trees or any other sort -of 
vegetation ; and that it is so completely a level plain, 
tiiat even a hillock does not «^ear on its sartflce. 

** The nearest silver xmne to ^. Iflgo^ -^ ^-dit- 



tenoe €tf about seven leagaes, ^nd the nearest ^old' 
tome is to the north-east of the city, at the distance 
of about thifly leagues. 

"CoBsideriog thatttie time we-had now been absent 
fr®m the vesaeis had beenofsuflficientleagth to accom*' 
|»Hsh<the several services I had left to be performed, 
preparations were made for owr return to Valparaiso j: 
and att«* expressing our most grateful^jgcknowledg- 
«ieiits for the weighty obligations conferred upoU' us, 
by the unremitting attention to our present ^jraforts; 
and a»xiotts concern for our future welfare, which oa 
«very occasion had been exhibited by his Excellency 
the president, and making offer of our ^st thanks 
for the friendly, hospitable, and polite entertainment 
W« had reeeived from other indrvidiiais during out 
«tay ifithe^:ap»tal, wetook our leave and proceeded 
t»m ^. Jago toward Valparaiso. The same nrode of 
^GfRveymee as that to which we had before resorted, 
was ^now adopted for our joum^ back to the sea ccwst, 
aad we arrived tliere withoat any occurrence deserv* 
iogacxtiee. 

*' On the top of a hiH, on the east side of Valparaiso 
fcay, is an open or barbet battery, lately erected with 
Jtooe and brick, and capable of mounting ten guns ; 
Hits battery commands all that side of the bay, the 
beach, and the village of Almaziid}el. On the sum- 
mit of another hill is a stone redoubt, < in a verjftueg- 
lected state) of a circular form, ^^b elevecf eoi- 
l^asufea; these command the beach and village of 
Alaqandrd to the eastward, and the bay to the norrb-' 
ward, and ^e town and harbour of Valparaiso to 
"tfee- north-westward. The largest apd most con- 
aideraWe fortification is in the ttriddle of the town, 
within w^ich is the residence of the governor. It i$' 
aituated on a small eminence, one <\de of which t*^ 
open to the -sea, and is separated from it only ' by a 
very nawow pass. There is one other fortification^' 
about iialf a mile from the fort, situated on the west 
aide of the bay, at theibot of a faigfrtill^ «nd foutlittle^ 
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elevated above the level of the 3ea. We computed 
that tl|iese several places < contained about seventy 
pieces of cannon^ many of whjch were without pro» 
per carriages^ and some were lying dismounted under 
the walls of the lower battery in the town. 

*' From the western fort somp rocks extend into 
il)e bay^ and the bottom is too foul for vessels of any 
jforce to ancl^ nearer to this fortification than about 
fopr hnndrecl yards ^ but they pay approach and 
anchor in a very eligible situation^ within about two 
bundredmand fifty yards of the garrison or principal 
ibrtress ; and neither of tjiese places^ in their present 
situation, would be able to resist a well direct ^ 
^ven fbom two or three frigates. 
. 'f The houses in Valparaiso, on account of the 
* earthquakes which firequently happen in South Ame* 
xica« like those at St. Jago^ consist: of the groui|d 
fioor only ; the walls are built with mud» and plastere4 
over with a preparation of lime i they are cpnvenieai 
YfpW a4apted to the climate^ and are in general hand* 
s<mieiy turnished. In the town and in the.vill^e of 
Alxna»drd there are six churches, withiii the diocese 
of the archbishop of St* Jago, but under the directioo 
of a vicar, who resides at Valparaiso, and is aqaenabla 
for his conduct to the archbishop. The town and its 
neighbourhood are^der thejarisdiction of the |^ 
yernqr, who recieves his appointment, with a salSxy 
of fotff thousand^oUars per annum, firom the king of 
^p^inj l^t he il aeverthelesa under the immei^to 
Cf^efs apd ccmtroul of the Captain-General. All eivil 
•nd military causes are b^d at^t* Jago. Capital 
•ffeoces are seldom committed ^ a man was. §b%ad 
guUty on a charge of felony, and hanged about three 
years h^^ore our arrivftl^ a punishment that, we unde^« 
stood, was seldoni known to be infiicted* 
. '^ I pould not aseertain what were tho reyeanes 
of the kmg of Spain on the exnort^ and imports at 
Valparaiso, the collection of wnich is an Important 
part of the n^eruiar's buisneis; ncur was I able td 
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i^sfy .myself at to the amount of dollars which are 
annually sent from this port to Old Spain, but I had 
reason to believe it was not less than one million and 
an half. The quantity of gold and silver coined into 
money at Mexico is prodigious ; I obtained an ac-» 
count of the coinage there, from the 1st of January 
io the 31st of December, ifgs, by which it appeared 
that the total amount was as under : 

In gold. In silver. Total. 

pesos, or haid dollars, pesos, pesos, 

884,262. 23,429,080. 24,3 J 2,942. 

*' Having, as far as we could, repaired some very 
serious defects, in our masts &c. on tlie 6th of May 
we unmoored, and afler saiuttDg the fort whh 
thirteen guns, (which were equally returned) and 
taking our leave of Goterner Alava, and the rest of 
our very hospitable friends at Valparaiso, We made 
sail from the port, in company with the Chatham and 
a Spanish brig and schootier^ 

'' The trade of this port is carried on in ships from ^ 
two hundred and fifty to seven hundred tons burthen % 
in which is annually exported to Lima about fifteea 
thousand tons of wheat and wheat-flour, large quan- 
tities of small cordage, dried salt fish, and api^s, 
pears, and poaches, in great abundance^ 

Nothing particular happened in the voyage rotind 
Cape Horne, and thence to 8t. Helena, where the 
Discovery arrived on the 2d of Jolj, the Cliatham 
having got thither before hef . Here, in eonsequenod 
of the hostilities with Holland, Captain Vancouver 
took a Dutch East Indiaman the Mecassar. Here he 
alsQ found several sail of Dutch Prizes under convo^r 
of Captain Essingham of the Sceptre. Hence like- 
wt^e he dispatched the Chatham to proceed M^h dis^ 
patches that bad arrived from -Admiral Sir George 
kcith Elphinston to General Clarke at Salvador^ and 
be put himself under the orders of Captain £ssingham» 
and on the L2th of September^ made the western coast 
of Ixeltiid; when having seen the Discovery safely 



9g2 ■ CAPTAIN tJiVtaur^xTs votace- 
nioofed'ia tbe Shanmm, he b/ C^iptain Essuip^bam's 
orders proceeded to London , reining the coiuniand 
of the ship to Lieutenant Baker, and taking with bioa 
such hooks> papen, and charts, as were necessary ta 
jay before the Lords of the Admiralty, rektive to (he 
services perfornoed. 

In the course of this iJlig voyage of four years eight 
months and tweiuy-ninc days, the Discovery lost by 
irliseasevottt of one hundred men, only one, and tive by 
accidents f and in the Chathan> not one died from 
discA^se or otherwise; a strong proof of attention of 
Cttf>tain Vaocouver and his otficers, to the hcsaltb o£ 
the seamen ; nor is.it less credrtable to the humanity 
aad conciliatory disipositioft of this commander, that 
notwithstanding on various occasions the Indians 
appeared and acted in a hostile manner,, not more tba» 
two of them lost their lives in consequence of tho 
~topeditiOn,iexcept those who tell, and whose number 
conid not be ascertained, in consequence of their 
yiolem and unprovoked attack on the ships boats ta 
yjraitor*8 Cove, the 12thofAugmt 1793. On thtf 
contrary, ^ wherever almost the vessels touched, Capt. 
V^iicouver made the inhabitants iiis warm friends, 
^ttid in every situation, exerted himself to render bis 
voyage of service to the natives. Tbe transactions 
HI Owhybee whose inhabitants heretofore weie denni- 
«d the most savage inr the South Sea islands, shew 
this in a remarkable point of view, and evince that 
there, as in many other pkces, tbe improper con- 
duct of thefiuropean visitors must have been in a great 
aieasure, tb» c<na»^ tbe bostilkics of tbe native*. 
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